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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The first volume of the work, entitled The 
TVeixings of Wabhikgton, in twelve octavo volumes, 
consists of a Life of Waahisgton. This has been 
puljlished in a separate form, with a pre&ce, from 
Tvhidi the following otract is taken. 

"The materiale for the Life, as well as for the 
lai^e work, have been drawn from n great variety of 
sources; from (lie manuscripts at Mount Vernon, papers 
in the public offices of London, Paris, Washington, 
and all the old Thirteen States; and also from the 
private papers of many of the principal leaders in the 
Bevolution. The entire mass of manuscripts left by 
General WaBhington, oonoBdng of more than two 
bnndred folio volnmea, was in the anlihoifs bands ten 
years. From these materiab it has been bis turn to 
select and oomlnne Uie most impcortant beta, tending 



to exhibit in their tme light the character, acdonsi and 
opinions of Washington." 

To accommodate a larger number of purchaeers 
and readera, an abridgment of the original Life is 
here presented to the public. The omissions are mostly 
of a political or general nature. The biographical 
incidents and other parts, which oonetitute the narraUve, 
have been preserved witkoot (dunge and nearly com- 
plete. 
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LIFE OF GEORGE WASHIHGTON. 



CHAPTER L 

Origin ot tba Wuhinfbm Fiunllr. — Jotin and Laimnn WutalngUm emlgnts 
to Americ*. — Birth ct Omga WnihlngUo. — HIb early EdacaUoa. — mi 

Tn-E name of Washinqtoh', as applied'to a family, is 
proved from authentic records to IiaTC been Srst known about 
tlie middle of the thirtceolh century. Ttcre vras prcviouBly a 
manor of that name in the County of Durham, In England, the 
proprietor of which, according to a cuatom not unusual in those 
days, took the name of Uh estate. From tliis gentleman, who 
was originally called William de Hertbnrn, liave deaceoded the 
branches of the Waolungton bnul^, -whidi ture since apiead 
themaelvee over various parts of Gt«at Britain and America. 

Few individuals of the family have attained to such emi- ' 
nence in the eye of tho public, as to give perpetuity to the mem- 
ory of their deeds or their character; yet, in the local histories 
of England, the name is frequently mentioned with respect, and 
as denoting persons of consideration, wealth, and inSuence. ' 
Among them were scholars, divines, and lawyers, well known 
to their contemporaries. Several received the honors of knight- 
hood. 8ir Henry Washington is renowned for his bravery and 
Address in aiutaining the siege of Worcester aguust Hie Fariia- 
tftentary force* daring the civil wus, and is commended 
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Clarondon for Iiis gooii conduct at the taking of BrUtoL For 
tie most part it would nppear, however, from toch facts as can 
DOW be ascurlained, that the heads of families were Hubstantial 
proprietors of lands , residing oti their estates and holding a 
reputable station in the higher class of agriculturists. Proofs of 
their opulence way still he seen in the monuments erected in 
chnTchea, aad the records of the transfer of property. 

In the year 1638, the manor of Sulgravc, in Northampton- 
shire, wan granted to Lawrence Washington, of Grny's Inn, and 
for some time Mayor of Northampton. lie was probably bom 
at Warton, in Lancashire, where his father lived. The grandson 
of this first proprietor of Sulgrave, who was of the same name, 
had many children, two of whom, that is, John and Lawrence 
Washington, being the second and fourth sons, emigrated to 
Virginia about the year 165 7 , and settled at Bridge's Creek, on 
the Potomac Kiver, in the County of Westmoreland. The eldest 
brother. Sir William Washington, married a half-sister of George 
Tilliera , DuJte of HiiekiiiL'haui. Lawrence hail been a student 
at Oxford. John had resided on an estate at South Cave in 
Yorkshire, which iriivc rise lo iin erroneous tradition among his 
descendants, that their ancestor came from the North of England. 
Ihft two brothera bought lands in Virgiuia , and became sue- 
Ceasfal plaoteis. 

■y'.'J'-Johii WashingtOQ, not long after coming to America, was 
tii^loyed in a miutary comiuauu against the Indians , and rose 
to the rank of Colonel. The parish, also, in whii'h he lived 
ires named after Mm. He married Anne Pope, by whom ho had 
two SODB, Lawrence and John, and a daughter. The elder son, 
Lawrence, married Mildred Warner, of Gloucester County, and 
Imd three children, John, Augustine, and Mildred. 

AugOBtiue Washington, tlie second son, was twice married. 
tUa fltst wife was Jane Bntler, t>j whom he had three sons and 
'a daughter; Butler, who died in infancy, Lawrence, Angnstiae, 
and Jane, the laat'of whom died likewise when a child: By his 
second wife, Wtaj Ball, to whom he was muried on tlie 6tli of 
HsTch, ITSO, he had six children, Qeoroe, Betty, Bamnel, 
John Aagustine, Charies, and Mildred. Gxobgb Wasbinqtoii 
ms bom in Westmoreland Gonii^, Tii^;iula, on tiie 88d of 



f^hrouy, 1782, being die eldest mil by t]ie leoond marriage, 
great-grandson of Jobn Washington , who emigrated to America, 
and the sixth in descent from the first Lawrence Wastiington 

of Sulgrave. 

At the time of George Washington's birth, his father resid- 
ed near the banks of the Polomae in Westmoreland County; but 
he removed not long afterwards to an estate owned by him in 
Stafford Countj, on the cast side of the Rappahannoc River, 
opposite Fredericksburg, Here he lived till his death, which 
happened, aftin' a. sudden and short illness, on the 12th of April, 
1743, at the ago of foHyoine. lie was buried at Bridge's 
Creek, in the tomb of bis ancestors. . Little is known of his 
character or his acts. It appears by his will, however, that he 
poas^sed a large and valuable proper^ in' lands; and, as this 
had been acquired chiefly by hia own industt; and enterpniB, it 
nay be inferred, that, in concerns of business, he was me- , 
.thodical, skilful, honorable, and energetic. His occupation wsg 
that of a planter, which, from the lirst settlement of the country, 
had been the pursuit of nearly all the principal gentlemen of ■ 
Tirginia. 

Each of his sons inherited from him a separate plantation. 
To the eldest, Lawrence, he bequeathed an estate near Hunting 
Creek, afterwards Mount Yemon, which then consisted of twenty- 
fire hundred acres; and also other lands, and shares in iron- 
works situated in Yit^inia and Maryland, ftfaich were productive. 
The second son bad for his part an estate in Westmoreland. 
To George were left the lands and mansion where bis father 
lived at the" time of his decease ; and to each of the other sons, 
an estate of six or sevemhundred acres. The youngest daughter 
died when an infant, anS for the only remaining one a suitable 
provision was made in the will. It is thns seen , that Angustme 
Washington, although suddenly cut off in the vigor of manhood, 
left all bis children in a state of comparative indqiendence. 
Confiding in thr. pri.driict; of t]i,> mofht r, he directed that the 

proceeds of tlii? proptrty of lior childrL^n should be at hey 
diapoaal, till tbey should respectively come of age. 

This weigh^ charge of five young children, the eldest of 
whom watf eleven years old , the ■uperlbtendenoe of their edne^ 



turn, and the management oE complicated affaira, demanded do 
coramon sbare of rcBolution, resouTce of mind, and streagtli of 
character. In these important duties Mrs. Waehingtoa acquitted 
herself nith great fidelity to her trust, and with entire Boccaaa. 
Her good sense, asBiduity, tenderness, and vigilance overcame 
every obstacle; and, as tbi> ricbest reward of a mother's' so- 
licitude and toil, she had the happiness to see all her children 
come forward with a fair promise into life, filling the sphere 
allotted to them in a manner eg;ually honorable to themaelves, 
and to the parent vho had been the only gnlde of Mixwr ^win- 
dples, conduct, and habib. She lived tg vritoeBs the noble 
career of her eldest son, till by his own rare merits he was 
raised to the head of a nation, and applauded alid revered by 
the whole world. It haa been said , that there never was a. 
great man, the elementa of whose greatness might not be traced 
to the original characteriatica or early influence of liis mother. 
If this be true, bow much do mankind owe to thu motht^r of 
Washington. 

Under tlie colonial governments, particularly in the .'snuth- 
em provinces, tbe means of education were circumscribed. The 
thinneaa of population, and the broad line which separated the 
rich from the poor, prevented IJie establishment of scbooU on 
raoh a haaia as would open tbe door of instruction to all claaaca, 
and thna prepare the way for higher eeminaries of learning. 
Yonng men destined for the learned profeationa, whose parents 
could afford tho expense, were occaaionally aeot to England. 
But tho planters generally sought no other education for their 
sons, than such as would fit them to be practical men of busi- 
neaa. In a few cases, this was deri^d from a private tutor; 
in others, from a teacher of the common schools, whose qualifi- 
cations would naturally be limited to the demands of bis em- 
ployers, and who waa seldom competent fo impart more than 
the simplest elements of knowledge. When lie bad inculcated 
the mysteries of reading, writing, arithmetiu, and keeping ac- 
counts, his skill was czbaustcd, and the duties of his vocation 
were Inlfilled. If-faia pupila aspired to higher attunmeuts, tbey 
were compelled to leave tbdr master behind, and find their my 
without a guide. * 
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To a school of Hub. desoriptum wM Geoi^ Waihington 
indebted for all the aide his mind received in its esrly discipline 
and uolture. How far he proGt^id by these slender advantages, 
or was distinguished tor his application and love of sfiiJj-, ean 
only bo conjectured from the rtsnlla. Tradition reports, that 
he was inquisitive, docile, and diligent: but it adds, that his 
mUitaiy propensities and passion for aetive sports displayed 
tbenBalres in- his boyhood; that be formed his schoolmates into 
MnnpaiUM, who paraded, marched, and fought mimic battles, in 
which be was always the commander of one of the parties. He 
had a fbndneea for the athle& amusements of rnnnlng, jumping) 
wreatliiig, tosung ban, and other feata pf agility and bodily 
esercise. Indeed it ia well known, that these practices wera 
continued hy him after he bad arrived at tba- age of matore 
life. It hns also been Bud, that while at school his probity 
and demeanor were BQOk, OB to w^ die deference of the 
other boys, who were aeooBtomed to make him the arbiter of 
their disputes, and never f^Ied to be satisfied witii bis judg- 
ment. Such are some of the inddente of hia juvenile years, 
remembered and related by hia cantemporaries after he had 
risen to greatness. . 

There are not wanting cvidonces of his early proGcicncy in 
some branches of study. His manuscript sehoolbooks, from the 
tine he was thirteen years old, have been preserved. He had 
already mastered the difficult parts of arithmetic, and these 
booi:B begin with geometry. Bnt there is one, of a prenons 
date,' which d«MtfHH notice, as giving«ii insight into the orig- 
inal 'Caist of his mind, and the tubjecti to which his education 
was directed. It is singular, that a boy of thirteen should oc- 
himself in studying the dry and intricate forms of business, 
'^wllich are rarely attended to till the affairs of life call them into 
nte'i'^'and even then rather as an act of necessity than of pleasure. 
But many pages of the rrisnuscript in question are taken ap with 
copies of what he calls Flirmt of Wriling., such as notes of hand, 
bills of exchange, receipts, bonds, indentures, bills of sale, land 
warrants, leases, deeds, and wills, written out with care/ the 
promiiHd)^(|rOMa< iik lai^ and raned characters in imitalicAi of 
a derk'a hand. Then follow sdeotiMU in ibyme, more diatin- 



goiihed for tbe sen'tiineDts ^aay contain, and the leli^cnu tone 
HaX pervadet them, tiian for their poetical beantiM. 
t^^C But the most remarkable part of tiie b<k>k ia that, in vUdt 
% compiled a Bystem of maxims and regalstMni' at candatA, 
"fli'awn from mieceUaneoiiB sources, and aHauged under the bead 
of Ruies of Behavior in Compaiw and Conversabon. Some of 

child: -tlKTS are of ,i hjVluT import, 'liii. .1 m -, -.uA |„Jish 



impress the ouligaciou oi lue monii vmiu's . lo ii'^n ii w-iun is uue 
ito others in the social relations, and above an lo mcmcaic ihe 
practice of a perfect self-control. 

In atndymg the character of Washipgton il is obvions, ihai 
ihin pmie of rulPB had an influence upon his vhole iife. Hia 
tntnpiirameot was ardent, his possiona atrong. and. amidst the 
multiplied scenes of -temptation and excitement through which 
he pnaseu. it was hia consiant tflbrt ami Tiiuiimn: muiiiph lu 
check the one and subduu the nthfr. His int.n'..ursf iv.ih men, 
iii-iviue /mil iiiLiiiie. tii tiverv w.iwi .■iiiu i, "ii- [ninM-ii .vjui 

desconsion, anu miianess. a respeei lor ihe vuhhib ui ui.u,:rs, 
and a deiic-ate perception of the oicer sbaues of civili^, whii'Ji 
were not more the dictates of his native good sense and lU- 
^^parabLe luiigment. -than the fmito oi a long and unwearied 

He left school in lie autumn T)ri.'cediin; nn tixu'i nui uirui- 
The last two years nan uirn (Icvohm in ui.' i^muy ui 
^metrr. trigonometry, ana survi yin); , lui- wiui.ii inwiim u 
cided partiniitv. It la probaoic, uihu, uiiiu iji» umiu™ , .h^luvi;.- 
ing this iiiclinQtioii, encoumgeci mm iii yu'imnH i.i n , "..h.,iu 
view of qualifying him tor lue proiessiuii ui a Kurienji, i>hivu 
jras then a lucrative enipioyment, anu led to oppunuuiucB of 
jKle^tang Tahmble new lauds. Dunog the last aummsr he was 
M'-lchnol- ve find him Rim-eving the fields around the school- 
hcm^ and Jfi the aiiiommg plantations, of which the boundaries, 
aogleflf and maaaurements , the plots and calculations, are en- 
.mill formality and precision in his books. 
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Nur was hin skill uiinlini-d to the more .eimple processce 
oi tlic art. lie used lognrithmB , and proved the BCcurat^y of 
hia work by liifftrcnt methodB. The mauuBCripts fill seviTiiI 
quires of puper, and are remarkable for tbe caro wilb whicli 
tiicy wtro kept, tbe neatiiesa ntid uniformity of tbe handwriting, 
the beauty- of tbe diagriLiiis, and n precise luetliod and arrange- 
ment in copyiog out tables and column? of figurca. 

These particulars will not bo thougbt too triviid to he 
mentioned, when it ia known, that be retained similar babits 
througb life. Ilia business papera, daybooks, legers, and 
lottor-booka , in which ictore the Ecvolution no one wrote but 
himself, exhibit specimciia of the same studious care and ex- 
aetoosa. Everj- fact octupiea a clear and diatinct place, (ho 
handwriting is round and regular, without interlineations, blat«, 
or blemisbes; and, i£ miatukes occurred, the faulty worda were 
BO skilfully eraaed and corrected, as to render the defect in- 
viflibic cKcept to a scrutinizing eye. The constructing of tables, 
diagrams, and other figures relating lo numbers or claasiGeation, 
was an exercise in which he aeema at all times to bavo taken 
much delight. If any of bia farms were to be divided into new 
lota, a plan was first drawn on paper; if he meditated a rota- 
tion of crops, or a change in the mode of culture, the various 
itema of expense, labor, products, and profits were. reduced to 
tabular forms; and in hie written inatructions to his managers, 
which were nnnually repeated, the same method was pursued. 

Incept tbe above branches of the mittheiuatics, his ac- 
quirementa did not extend beyond the subjccls usually tanght 
to boys of bis age at the common schools. It is even doubtful 
whether he received any instruction in the principles of lan- 
guage. Hia earliest compositions were often faulty in grammati- 
cal conBtruetion. Uy practice, reading, and study, he gradually 
overcame this defect, till at length he wrote with accuracy, 
purity of idiom, and n striking appropriateness of phraseology 
and clearness of alyle. In the choice of his words, to express 
precisely and forcibly his meaning, ho was always scrupulous. 
In this respect his language may be said to have reflected the 
image of his mind, in which cnndor, sincerity, and directness 
were provailing traits. 
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No aid -wAB- derived from any other thtm his native tongue. 
He ncrec even commenced the study of the ancient clasBioB. 
After the French officers had joined the Amerlcaa army in the 
l&evolntion, and particularly while the forces under Count da 
Bochambean were in the country, ho bestowed some degree of 
atteutioii on that language; but at no time conld ho wiite or 
canversein.it, or indeed tcauBlate anf paper. . 



CHAPTER n. 



WniLE at school a project was entertained by liis friends, 
which, if it hud bceu miitured, would have changed his own 
destiny, and perhaps have produced an important influence upon 
that of his country. Ilia eldest brother, Lawrence, had been 
an officer in the late war, and served at the siege of Carthagena 
and in ilie Weat Indies. Being a well informed and accompllBlt- 
ed gentleman, lie bad acquired the esteem and confidence ol 
General Wentworth and Admiral Ternon, the commanders of 
tbe expedition, with whom hk afterwards kept up a friendly cor- 
Tespondeuce. Having observed tiie military torn of his young 
brother, and looking npon the Biitish navj as the most direct 
road to distinction in tiiat line, he obtained for George a mid- 
ehipman's warrant, in QxB year 1746, when he was fourteen 
years old. This step was talcen with his acquiescence, if not at 
his request, and he prepared with a bnojant spirit for his depar- 
ture; but, as the time approached f .the Bolioitude of his mother 
interposed -wiQi an authority, to which nature gave a claim. 

At this critical juncture, Mr. Jackson, a Mend of 'die 
famil]', wrote to Lawrence Washington as follows. 'I am afraid 
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Mrs. Washington will not keep op to her first resolution: Slie 
eeemB to diallkc George's going to sea, nnd says several ptTsons 
hayo told her it was a bad sclicme. She offura several trifling 
objections, aiitli as fond, unthinking mothers hnbitnallj' suggest; 
arid I find tlmt one word ugaiuet his going lias more weight than 
ten for it." She persisted in opposing the plsn, and it was 
given up. Nor ought this decision to be aaeribud to obstinacy, 
or maternal weakness. This was her eldest son , whoso character 
and manners must abeadf have exhibited a promise, full of 
solace aad hope to a widowed' mother, on whom aloae devolTCd 
the charge of four jonnger bhildren. To see him leparated from 
her at so tender an age, exposed to the- perils of aodideot and 
the world'j rough usage, without a parent's- Voice to ooMiel cir 
a parent's hand to guide, and to enter on a theatre of actjon, 
which would for ever remove him from her presence, was a trial 
of her fortitude and sense of doty, which she could not be ex- 
pected to hazard without reluctance and coucern. 

Soon after leaving school he went to reside with his brother 
Lawrence, at his seat on the Potomac Kivcr, which had been 
called Mount Yemon, in compliment to the admiral of that name. 
The winter was passed in his favorite study of the mathematics, 
and in the eJtercise" of practical surveying , merely with the view 
of becoming familiar with the application of principles and the 
use of instruments. At this tirao he was introduced to Lord 
Fairfax, and other members of the Fairfax family, established 
in that part of Virginia. 

Lawrence Washington had married a duster of William 
Fairf^, a gentleman of conaidcratiqn on account of bis wealth, 
character, and politioaL station, being many juam a member 
and for some time president of bie Majesty's Council in the 
Colony. Hia seat was at llulvoir, n short distance from Mount 
Vcmon. He had an interesting family of several sons and 
daughters, intelligent and caltivated, with whom George asso- 
ciated on terms of intunacy, and formed attachments that were 
ever after valuable to him. In the father he found a friend and 
adviser, as well as a man skilled in affoirs, of wide experience, 
and of an enlightened nnderatanding. To his fortnnata acquaint- 
ance with this lamily he was mainljr indebted for the oppor- 
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.;^IlitiaB □{ performing those acts, nbicli laid the foundation, of 
^lu subsequent successes and advancuineiit. 

V. ' Lord Fairfax, a distant relative of William Fairfax, vas 
'» man of an eccenbic turn of mind, of great private worth, 
',genevo(is. Bad hospitable. PoauBUDg by inheritance a vait 
-jxact of country, situate between the FotoniBC and lUppahanooc 
Biven, and stretching across the Allegany Mountains, he made 
S voyage to Yirgiiua to examine this domain. Su well pleased 
was he iritii the diniate and mode of life that ho resolved, after 
going back to England and arranging his aflFairs, to return and 
spend his days in the midst of this remote territory. 

The immense tracts of wild lands, belonging to Lord 
Fairfax 'in the rich valleys of the Allegany Mountains, had not 
been surveyed. Settlers were finding their way up the streams, 
selecting Ibe fertile places, and securing an oceupaocy without 
warrant or license. To enable the proprietor to claim his qoit- 
rents and give legal titles, it was necessary that those lands 
.should be divided into lota and accurately measured. So favor- 
able an opinion bad he. formed of the abilities nnd stt^nmenti 
of young W^hingtoDi that he, intrusted to hini this responsible 
service; and he set oS on his first surveying expedition in 
Ifarcb, jnst a month from the day he was sixteen yt':irs old, 
accompanied by George Fairfax, the eldest son of 'William 

' 'The enterprise was arduous, requiting diaeretion and skill, 
and attended with privations and fatigues to which ho had not 
been accustomed. After crossing the first range of the Alle- 
ganies, the party entered a wilderness. From that time their 
nights were passed under the open sky, or in tents or rude 
.cabins affording but a treacherous shelter against the inclemency 
of the weather. The winds sometimes beat upon them, and 
prostrated t^em to the grouud. Winter still lingered on tbe 
,punimits of the mountaioB; the rivers, Hwollen by melting snows 
and recent rains, .were impassable at the tisual fords, except by 
cwintming the horses; the roads and paths through the woods 
vere obstructed by swamps , rocks , and precipices. The lands 
■nm^edbyluinUy ofi theSoutiiBranch'of the Potiimac, sevenlf 
milei above it? junction wiffi the aiket branch of that ixrer. 
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The task una oxcpntcd in hucIi a mnnner , as to give entire 
gatiafnction to his employer, candnu the good opinion of lim 
fnands. iind establish his reputjition aa a surveyor. On otlier 
aecounts it was bpQctiL'iiil to him. It inspired a confidence in 
liimaelf, kindled fresh hope?, and prepared thy wnv for new 
sueceasea. He had moreover aoipured it knowledge of parts of 
the oountrv hitherto httlc known, which were to bo the Bcene 
of his first military openilions: and had mitnt-ssed modi^s of life, 
with which it was neccBsary for hini to become fiiinili.ir in Eul- 
lilling the high truata that awaited him. During this expedition 
he was also present at an Indian w.ir dance, and had Ins first 
interview with a race, ou whose condition in peace and war he 
was to havo a wiiier influence than any other man. 

Having rei^t'ived a commission or appointment, aa a public 
surveyor, whiet gave authoritj- to his survevs and tnableil hini 
to enter tliem in Ibe eounti- offieea . be: devoted three rears to 
this pursnil. without any inttryaU of reliLiatioii e.teeiit the 
winter montba. I'ortiona of each vcar were passed among tlio 
Alleganies, where lie survevcd laiida on brandies of Ibc Potomac 
River, wbicli penetrated far in a southern direction among tbe 
lofty ridges and spurs of thoac mountains. Tlie exposures and 
hardships of theae expeditioos conld be endured only for a few 
weeks together. Ah a relief, he would come down into the 
settled parts, and survey private tracts and farms. lliuB ap- 
plying himself to the niiinlermptei! exercise of hiS profession. 

There being few surveyors at that time in Virginia, and 
the demand for them great, the pav allowed for their seryicea 
was proportionably high. By diligence and habits of despatch, 
the employment was lucrative; and. what wna mom imnortant. 
his probity and talents tor busincas were at a very early age 
made tnowii to gentlcmun, whose standmg in aociety rendered 
their friendship and interest a substantial bencGt. During these 
three years his home was with his brother at Mount Vernon, 
as being' nearer 4bo accne of his labors than his mother's resi- 
dence; but he often yisitcd her, and aasiated in the auperin- 
tendenee of her affairs. 

At the age of nineteen his character had made so favorable 
an impresaion, that he was appointed to an office of considerable 
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distinction and rcponeibility by the goTcnuneDt of Tngiuia. 
The frontiers were thrcutened vith Indian depredationa and 
French encroachments, and, as a precantionar]' meaauTe, it wu 
MBolred to put the militia in a condition for defence. To cany 
tills into eSeot, the proimce was divided into district!, hwiiig. 
in each an officer called an adjutant-general with the rank of 
major, whoso duty it was to aBBemblo and cxercisG the militia, 
inspect their arms, and enforce alt the regulations for discipline 
proscribed by the laws. George Washington was commie signed 
to take charge of one of these districts. The post was probably 
obtained tbrough the influence of hU brother and William 
Fairfax , the former s. delegate in the House of BnTgeuM , the 
latter a member of the governor's CoundL The pay was one 
hundred and fifty pounds a year. 

His military propensities had not subsided. They rather 
increased with his. years, In Virginia were many officei-B, be- 
sides his "brother, who had served in the recent war. Under 
their tuition he etndied tacUcs, learned the manual cxerciee, 
and became expert in .the nae of the awfoi. He read the prin- 
cipal bodu on tite militaiT' art, and joined practice to tbetsry la 
far as drcniipstances wonld pemuL This new station, there- 
fore, was in accordance widi his inclinatiouB, and he entered 
upon it with alacii^ and zeal. 

Bat he had scarcely engaged in this service , when he was 
calledito perfonn another duty, deeply interesting in its cltums 
on his sensibility and fraternal affection. Lawrence Washington, 
originally of a slender constitution, had been for some time 
Buffering under a pulmonary attack, which was now thought to 
be approaching a dangerous crisis. The physicians recom- 
mended a voyage to the West Indies, and the experiment of a 
warmer climate. The necessity of having some friend near him, 
and his attachment to George, were reasons for desiring his 
company. They sailed for Barbadoes in tiie month of Sep- 
tember, 1751, and lauded on that island aftc;' a passage of 
five weeks. 

The change of air, the hospitality of the iuhabilonts , tlie 
novelty of the scene, and the assidnoua att«ntionH of his brotheri 
toyived the spirits of tlie patient, and leemed at first to renovate, 
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returned. The bnal of a few week* produced no essential slter- 
atioii for tlie better; and he determined to proceed to Bermuda 
in the spring, and thet in the mean time liis bratber sIuMild 
go back to Virginia, and accompany hia irila to that ialand. 
Accordingly, George took passage in a vesBel bonnd to' tke 
Chesapeake, and, after encountering a most tempestnonB voy- 
age, reached homo in February, liaving been absent iomewhat 
more than four months. 

He hod the smallpox in Barbadoee. The (iiscaae was se- 
vere, but. wifb ttie aid of good medical attciiilancc , he was able 
to go abroad in thrL^t weeks. 

The first letter from his brother at Bermuda gave an en- 
couraging account of his health, aud expressed a wish that his 
■wife shouhi join him there;. but it was followed by another, of 
a diiTorGnt tenor, which prevented her departure. Finding no 
essential relief , he came home in the aummer , and sank rapidly 
into hie grave, at the age of thir^-foor, leaving a vrife, an in- 
fant danghter, and a luge circle of friends, to deplore a loas 
Iceealy felt by fhem all. Few men have been more beloived fer 
thdr amiable qualities, or admired for thoBB higher traits of 
character which give dignity to virtue, and a diann to ao- 
complishraenta of mind and manners. 

By this melancholy event, new duties and responsibilitieB 
devolved upon George. Large estates were left by the deceanod 
brother, the immediate care of which demanded his oversigbt. 
He had likewise been appointed one of the executors of the will, 
in which was an eventual interest of considerable magnitude 
pertaining to Tiimi'lf- The estate at Uonnt Vemon was be- 
qneathed to the snrrinng dangbter; andj in oate of her demise 
without issne, tliiB estate and other lands were to pass to 
George, with the reservation of the use of the same to the wife 
during her lifetime. AltbouRh he was the youngt'st executor, 
yet bis ac(luaintance with liis brother's concerne , and tiic con- 
fidence always reposed in him by the deceased, were grounds 
for pUeingiti)|e(.biirineu principally in hie hands. His time and. 
HionghtB, ftdsopMEaK months, were taken up with these afbirs,. 
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eomplicated in thdr natuce, and rcijuiring dLlitacj- and caation, 
in their management. 

His private employments, however, did not draw him 
Kwity from Us public dndea u tt^ntant-general. Indeed, the 
sphen of that office ivas enlarged. Somi aftoc Governor Dinwid- 
die dime to Virginia, the colony waa portioned into four grand 
milittuy di*iBiona. Major Washington's appointment wbb then 
lenenved, .and the northern division was allotted to Uni. It in- 
cluded several countiL's, each of which was to be visited at 
stated times by tlie adjutant, in order to train and Instruct the 
militia officers, ri^vicw tliH conipanita on parade, insptct the 
arms jiiul ai'toulrfiin'iita , and I'atablish a uiiiforui ayetfiu of 
mano^uvri's and diecipliiic. Thcec encrcisos , bo coogiinial to 
his taste, were equally advantngeous to himself and to the sub- 
ordinate officers, who could not fail to be animated by his 
esample, activity, and enthosiasm. ' 



CHAPTER m. 

'iMn. — CrHMl th« AUagODT Moimliiiu. — UeeU Indluu on the Ohio ' 
'BlTu, nhD accompur Um to tba FmuA OutIkh. — IniUn Spsesli. — 
Tottrflnn with tlu Fmuk Comouuida. — Pecfloui Adnntmi durlof hia 

Jamoey, uul la enuilng ths A1]<«anj RLvar. — Belurai to WUKwisbarB 

The time was now at band, when the higher destinies of 
Washington were to unfold thumselres. Intelligence came from 
the frontiers, that the French had crossed the Lakes from 
Canada in force, and were about to establish posts and eiect 
fortifications on the vateis of the Ohio. It was rumored, also, 
tiiat, alarmed for their safely, the friendly Indiana vere be- 
ginning to waver in tlieii' fideli^; and the hostile tdbes, on- 
oonraged bf the pieKoce and support of the French, exhibited 
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BymptomM of open wtr. Tbe crisis, in the optnioii of Governor 
BiDiriddie and liiB Council, caUed for an immediate inquiry. 
A mesBfngpr lind already been sent ovrr the mountains, in tliG 

for the Indians, insti-ucli;d to nstLTtaiii Iht'ir temper, pi;npfrate 
tlieir designs, auii , above all, to trace out the artifices and 
movements of the French. 

Thifl messenger, either Infimidatcd or dceevTCii by tho 
savages, executed his mission imperfectly. He went as far ss 
the Ohio River , met some of tlie friendly sachems , delivered hia 
presents, staged a few days with them. and. then returned. He 
bronght back varunu reports concermng (he French, narrated 
to him by the Inaians. trbo haa been in their camp at Lake 
E pp 
aiiee. tellins him. tl.iit they took evury Eiifjlishman prisoner, 



belonged to the French King, and no EngHshman had a right 
Ml trade with the Indians in the Kin^ b temlorj-. 

In tiie mean time the British ministry, anticipating from 
ine pouttcai aspect oi affiurs a rupture wiih France, aespaicbeu 
orders to the ^vemor of Virginia to bund two lorts near the 
Ohio Bitei, for the purptise of securing possession, drhriog off 
intnideM, and fetaining the alliance of the Vidians, or holding 
them in check. Thirty pieces of light cannon and eigh^ barrels 
of powder wore sent out from England for the nse of the forta. 

These orders caroe loo late. Before they arrived, the goT- 
ernor of Canada had been diligently employed for a whole season 
in pushing forward troops across the Lakes, with munitions of 
war and otiiitr supplies, and a footing had already been gained 
in the heart of the disputed territoi'v. liotlics of iirmcd men had 
likewise ascended the Mississippi Irorii New Orleans to act in 
concert, and established themselves on the southern waters of 
the Ohio. 

As a first step towards executing the orders of the min- 
isters, Governor Dlnwiddie resolved to send a commissioner- 
in due form, and invested with suitable powers, to confer witb 
the officer. conunanding the French forces, and inquire by what 
authority he prestuned t^ invade the King's dominionB, and what 
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irere his dceigna. The coinmissioD was delicate and hazardom, 
Tcquiring discretion, ability, experiunce in the modes ot trav- 
elling in the voods , and a knowledge of Indian mannera. These 
reqniutea were beUOTcd to be combined in Mfgor Washington, 
and the important service was intrusted to him, aldieuf^ as yet 
but tnenty-oue jean old. 

Fortified with written inatractions, with credantiala and a 
passport to which the great seal of the C0I0D7 was affixed , he 
departed from Williamsburg, the seat of government in Virginia, 
on thXi 31st ol OcWber, 1753. The distance before him to Ihc 
extreme point of his destination, by the route he irould pursue, 
was about five hundred and sixty miles, in great part over lofty 
and rugged mountains, and more than half of the way through 
the heart of a wilderness, where no traces of civilization as yet 
appeared. 

Passing through the towns of FrcdcriclcBburg, Alexandria, 
and Winchester, he arrived at Will's Creek in fourteen days. 
John Davidson had joined him as Indian interpreter; and Jacob 
Tanbraam, a Dutchman by birth, and formerly an officer in 
the army, was employed to assist in his interconrae with 
French, being acquainted with their language. At Will's Creek 
he found Mr. Gist, 8 person long accustomed to the woods, 
having several times penetrated far into the interior, and lately 
begun a settlement in the valley between the last ridge of the 
Alleganies and the lUonongahela River. Mr. Gist consented to 
go with him as a guide. Four other men, two of them Indian 
traders, were added as attendants. 

The party was now increased to eight persons. With 
horses, tents, baggage, and provisions, suited to the expedi- 
tion, they left the extoeme Terge of ciriliEation at Will's Creek, 
and entered the foreste. The inclemency of the season., the 
Alleganies covered with snow and the valleys flooded by the 
swelling waters, the rough passages over the mountains and the 
difficulties in crossing the streams by frail rafts, fording, or 
swimming, were obstacles that could bo overcome but slowly 
and with patience. They at length reached tho Fork of the 
Ohio, where tho Monongahela and Allegany unite to form that 
rirer. The place was critically ozamined by Major Washington, 
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and be yms impreaacd with tlic aiivantagce it afFbrdcd as a aili- 
tary poBt, both for defence and a rlepositoiy of Bupplies, in case 
of hostilities in that quarter; and it was by hie advice, that a 
fortification whb shortly afterwards begun there, which became 
celebrated in two wjira. 

Hastening onward to Logstowu , about twenty miles below 
the Fork, he tailed together some of t1ip Indian chiefs, and de- 
Irrered to theni_ the governor's message, solicitiog a guard to 
the French oncampraenta. The principal sachem was Tanacb- 
arison, otlierwiee called the Half-King. He was friendly to the 
English, or rather he was unfriendly to the Froneh; not liat he 
loved one more than the other, but he valued hin rights and in- 
dependence. Id the simplicity of hiH heart, he supposed the 
English sought only an intercourse of trade, an exchange of arms, 
powder, and goods, for skins and fnrs, which would be bene- 
ficial to the Indiana. When the French came with anna in their 
hands, look posacssion of the country, and built forts, his suspi- 
cions were awakened, and he saw no other method of defeating 
their designs, than by adhering to the English. Tanaehariaon, 
as a deputy from aeveral tribes, had been to the boad-ciuarters 
of the French commandant, and made a speech to him, the 
substance of which he related to Major Washington. 

"Fathers," said be, "I am come to tell you your own 
speechcB; what your own mouths hai-o declared. Fathers, yon 
in former days set a silver basin before ua, wherein there waa 
the leg of a beaver, and desired all the natiooa to coma and eat 
of it, to cat in peace and plenty, and not to be churlish to one 
another; and that it any such person should bo found to be a 
disturber, I hero lay down by the edge of the diah a rod, which 
you must scourge them with; and if your father should get 
foolish, in my old days, I deairc you may use it upon me as 
well as others. 

"Now, fathers, it is you who are the disturhera in this 
kind, by coming and building your towns, and taking it away 
nnknown to us, and by force. 

"Fathers, we Juimiea a are a long time ago, at a place 
called Montreal, where we desired you to stay, and not to come 
and intrude upon our land. I now desire you miiy despatch to 



tfiat place; for be it known to jon, ia&sn, that this is our land 
and not yours. 

"Fathers, I desire 70a may hear me in dviliiesa; if not, 
ire must handle that rod vhich waa laid dewn for the nie of the 
obstreporons. If yon had come in a peaceable numner, like our 
brothers the English, we would not have been against your trad- 
ing with ns as thejr do; bat to oome, lathers, and build houses 
upon Ota land, and to take it by force, is what we cannot 
aabmit to. 

'FflthcrB , both you and the English arc white: wc live in 
a country hftwi ru : tht r^fdrc. thy limd btloiiss to neither ooe 
nor th(.' ollv.r, Unl tW Gri'at Being ;ib(,ve nllowed h to be a 
phico (if i i Miiu.icr [oi- us; 90, f.ilhors , 1 J.-hii,: to withdraw, 
as I h:ivi' done our IjrothtrB the Euglisli; for I will keep you at 
arm's length. I lay tbb down as a trial for both, to see whicb 
vill have the greatest regard to it, and that side we will stand 
by, and make equal sharers with us. Our brothers, tlio English, 
have heard this, and I come now to tell it lo you; for I am not 
e&ud to discharge yon off this land." 

The sachems .at length met in council, and Major Wash- 
inglon addressed to them a speech, explaining tbu objects of 
his mission, and tbe wishes of the governor. Ho then gave them 
a string of wanipiiin, llie Indi:in token of friendship and alliance. 
Tbcy consulted togellier, and diiniled Tanaeliitrison to reply in 
the name of the whole. His language whs pacific, and the 
escort was promised; but, the young warriors being out on a 
hunting party, three or four days were conevimed in waiting for 
their return. As his business was pressing, Major Washington 
conld delay no longer, and he finally set off, accompanied by 
fonr TnfliftTiR only, TaiiaoharisoEt being of the nmqber. 

The distance to the station of the French commandant was 
one hundred and twenty miles. The journey was performed 
without any important incident, except at Venango, one of the 
French outposts, where various stratagems were used to detain 
the Indians. Ho was civilly treated, however, by Captain 
Joncaire, the principal officer, who told him where the head- 
qnarteis Irere established. Bain and snow fell continually, and, 
after incredible toils from e:q)08nre and the badness of the tiav- 
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elling through an illimitable forest, intersected vith deep streams 
Bad moraasea, he vae rejoiced to find himaelf at the end of his 
jcniTiie7, for^-one da^ra from the time he loft WilliamBbnrg. 

U. de St. Pierre, the commandant, yrae an elderly person, 
« knight of the militar; order of St Louia, and courfeom in bis 
manners. At the first iuterriew he prcnniaed immediate attentioa 
to the letter from Governor Biniriddia, and OTsry thing waa 
provided for the convGnicnce and comfort of Mq'or Waahington 
and his party while thej- remained at the fort. At the next 
meeting the coramiBBion and letter were produced, read, trana- 
lati^il, aiul deliberately explained. The commandant counselled 
■with his ofBcers, and in two days an answer was returned. 

The govern.ir'fl letter asBertcd, that the lands on the Ohio 
belonged to the crown of Great Dritain, expresspd his surprise 
at the encroachments of the French, demanded by whose au- 
thority an armed force hud crossed the Lakes, and urged a 
•peedy and peaceful departure. M. de St. Pierre replied in the 
•tyle of a (wldier, sajdng it did not belong to him to diacus 
treatiea, that Bucfa a message sbonld hare been aent to the Mar- 
quia DoquesDO, Governor of Canada, by whoae inatrnctions he 
acted , and whose orders he should be careful to obey and that 
the summons to retire could not be complied with. The tone 
was respectful, but uncomplying and determined. 

While the French officers. were holding conaultatlons , and 
getting tho despatch ready, Major Washington took an oppor- 
tunity to look around and examine the fort. HIa attendants were 
inatmcted to do the aame. He was thua enabled to bring away 
an accurate deacription of its form, aize, construction, cannon, 
«nd barracb. Hii men Gonated the canoes in the river, and 
agpb..qi^NreBre partfy Aaiahed. :Xhe fort was utuate on a brand 
«{^Bi£Bcb Greek, aboiit fifteen Wea Bonth Apian 
of it, dittwn Mifjor Waahington, was aent to die Britiah 
goTeinmeii&:^:' i ■ ' 

The snoir ins filing lo fast, that he ordered ba^ his 
horses to Tenango, resolved to go down himself by water, a 
canoe hHjuigbe^ ofEbred to him for that purpose. He had been 
entertainbd widi great politaneaa; nor did the complaisance of 
AL de St Pierre exhaust itself in mere forms of dvilily. The 
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canoe, by hh oriier, was plentifully stocked with proTulonB. 
liquors, and every other supply thaL could be wnnted. 

But the BHme nrtitiucs were practised and expedients tried, 
as at Vi:na.rgo, to luru away the Indians, and keep them behind. 
Many temptations were bold out, proaonts given, and oihers 
promised. The Ilalf-King waa a man of conBequence . whose 
fricndBbip waa not to be lost, if ii could possibly be retained, 
lie persisted in hia reserve, however, and now offered a second 
time to the French commandant the speech-bolt, or wampum, 
as indicating that the alliance between them was broken off. 
The latter refused to accept it, and spotlied the uv«ge with soft 
words and &ir pTofeBsions, saying it was his wish to live in 
amity and peace with the Indians, and to trade with them, and 
that be would immediately sefid goods to their towns. These 
attempts tn inYtijjUi tiic Half-King and his compaoiona wore dia- 
covored hy M;ijor asbington, who Complained of the delay, 
and insinuated the cause. M. de St. Pierre was urbane, as 
usual, seemed ignorant of aU that passed, could not tell why 
the Indians stayed, and declared nothing should be wanting on 
his part to fulfil Major Washington's dcsiroa. Finally, after 
much perplezi^ and trouble, the whole party embarked in 
a canoe. 

-The paoaage down was slow, fiidguing, and perilons. 
fiocks, shallows, drifdng trees,. and cmrrenls kept them in con- 
stant alarm. "Many times," says Major Washington in his 
Journal, °a11 hands were obliged to get out, and remain in the 
water half an hoar or more in getting over the shoals. At one 
place the ice had lodged, and made it impassable by water; 
bnd wo were obliged to carry our canoe across a neck of land b 
quarter of a mile orer." ^ six days Hhey landed at Venango, 
a distance of one hnndred and thirty miles bj' tlie winding of 
die stream. 

The horses wore found hero, but in so emaciated and piti- 
able a condition, that it was doubtful whether they could per- 
form the journey. The baggage and provisions were all to be 
transported on their backs. To lighten their burden, as much 
as possible. Major Washington, clad in an Indian walking- 
dress, determined to proceed on foot, wiUi Gist and Mr. 
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TanbTuin, putting the borees auder the direction of the drivers. 
After three days' travel, the horses becoming more feeble, and 
the cold and bqow hourly inereaaing, this mode of joflmojing 
proTOcl so larily and discouraging, that another was resorted to. 
Mr. Vanbraam took charge of the horses, with orders to go on 
as fast as he could. Major Washingloa, with a knapsack on 
his back, containing his papers and food, and with a gnn in 
bis hand, left the party, accompanied only by Mr. Gist, equip- 
ped in the same manner. They turned ont of the path, and 
directed their course tlmtugb the woods so as to stnke the AI- 
.legany Biver, and oross it near Sluuiaopins Town, two or three 
nilea above &e Fork of the Ohio. The next day an adveatare 
occurred ■ which is well narrated by Mr. Gist >in a diary written 
by him at thu time. 

-\\ 12 ro^u iarly in the mormng. and set out about two 
o'clock, and got to the Murdering lown on the southeast fork 
of Beaver Creek. Here we met with an Indian, whom I thought 
I had seen at Joncaire s, at \enango, when on our journey up 
to the French fort. This feilow called me by my Indian name, 
and pretended to be gtad to see me. He asked us several ques- 
tions , as, how wo came to travel on foot, when wo left Venango, 
wkere we parted with our horses, and when tbey wonld be there. 
M^OF WUbington; iDststed on travelling by the nearest way to 
the Forks of tiie Allegany. We asked the Indian if he could 
go with ns, and show us the nearest way. The Indian seemed 
very glad, and ready to go with us; upon which we set out, 
and the Indian took the Major's pack. We travelled very brisk 
for eight or ten miles, when the Major's feet grew very sore, 
and he very weary, and the Indian steered loo much northeast- 
wardly. The Major desired to encamp; upon which the Indian 
Baked to carry his gun, but he refused; aud then the Indian 
grew churlish, and pressed ua to keep on, telling us there were 
Ottawa ladians in those woods, and they would scalp us, if wo 
lay out; but go to his cabin, and we should be safe. 

"I thought very ill of the fellow, but did not care to let 
the Major.'ldtov I mistmsted him. But he soon mistrusted him 
as nm^Ci'^-did.' The Indian said he could hear a gun from 
bis cabin ^^^nd MeiNMd ns more nordiwardly. We grew uneasy, 
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and then he said two whoopB might he heard from liis uiibin. 
We went two iiiilfs further. Then the Mfijor Biiid lie would stay 
at tlie next wnttr, and we desired the Imiiin to stup at the next 
watijr; hul, hcfore wo came to the water, we came to a clear 
meadow. .It was very ligbt, and snow wiia on the ground. The 
Imlittn mndc a stop, and turned about. The llajor saw hiio 
point his gun towarila ua, and lie lireil. Said the Major, 'Are 
you ahot?' 'No,' aaid I; upon which the Indian ran forward 
to a big Btanding white oak, and began loading his guu, but 
we were soon with him. I would have killed him, hut the Major 
would not sulfiir me. We let him charge his gun. We found 
he put in a ball; then we took euro of hini. Either the Major 
or I alivaya stood by the guns. Wo made him make a fire for 
UB by B little run , aa if we intended to sleep there. I aaid to 
tbi! Major, 'As you will not have him killed, we moat get Iiiui 
away, and then we must travel all night;' upon which I said to 
the Indian, 'I suppose you were lost, and fired your gun.' He 
aaid he knew the way to bia eabin, and it was but a little woy. 
'Well,' said I, 'do you go home; and, as wo ore tired, we will 
follow your track in the morning, and here is a cake of bread 
for you, and you must giro ua meat in the morning.' He was 
glad to getaway. I followed him, and liatcned , until be was 
fairly ont of the way; and then wo went about half a mile, when 
wo made a fire, aet our compass, fixed out course, and trav- 
elled all night. In the morning we were on the bead of 
Piny Creek." 

Whether it w«b the intention of the Indian to kill cither of 
them can only be conjeetnred. The eivenmalances were extreme- 
ly BUBjjicious. Major ^Vasliington hints at this incident in his 
Journal. "We fell In with a party of French Indians," Bays be, 
"who had Iain in wait for ua. One of them fired at Sir. Gist or 
me, not fifteen steps off, but fortunately missed. We took the 
fellow in custody, and kept him till nine o'clock at night; then 
lot him go, and walked nil the remaining part of the night with- 
out making any atop, that we might get the start so far as to be 
out of the reach of their puranit the next day, since wo were well 
asaured they would follow our track as soon as it was light." 
No more was seen or heard of them. The next night, at dusk. 
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the travellGrs ciime to fhe Allegsny fiirer, a litUe abore Sban- 
nopiiis, where tliey expected to crosB over on tiie ice; bnt in 
-this thuj were dieappoiiited , the river being frozen only a few 
yards on each side, and a great body of broken ice driving rap- 
idly down the current. 

Wenry and exhausted they were compelled to pasg the night 
OD the bank of the river, exposed to tJic rigor of the weather, 
milking their beds on the snow, with no other eovuring than their 
blankets. Wlien the morning came, their invention was the 
only reaourcc for providing the means of gaining the oppoHit« 

'There wai no way of getting oror," says Ki^or Wadt- 

ington, "but on a raft; which we set about with but one poor 
batchet, and finished just after sunscttinp. This was a whole 
day's work. We next gut it hiiin,;i,eil , :uu] wnl on board of it; 
then set t)£f. Bui before we were half way over, we were jam- 
med in the iee in pueh a manner, that we cxpi^led every moment 
our raft would sink , and ourselves perish. I put out my setting- 
pole to try to stop the raft, that the ice might pass by; when 
the rapidity of the stream threw it with so much violence agaioBt 
the pole, that it jerked me out into ten feet water. But I fortu- 
nately saved myEslf by catching Iiald of one of tlie raft log*. 
Notwithstanding ill oar efforts we cotdd not get the raft to either 
shore, bnt were obliged, as wo were near an island, to quit onr 
raft, and make to it." 

This providential escape from most imminent danger, was 
not the end of their calamitiea. They were thrown upon a desert 
island; the weather was intensely cold; Mr. Gist's bands and 
feet were frozen ; and their sufferings through the night were 
extreme. A <;li>iiiii of liopii appeared with the dawn of morning. 
Between the island and (lie eastern bank of the river, the ice 
had coDgenle<l an hard as to bear their weighL They crossed 
over witlioiit accident, and the same day reached a trading 
post recently established by Mr. Frader, near the spot where 
eighteen months afterwards was fought tbo memorable battle of 
the Monosgahela. 

Here they retted two or three days, both to recmit than^ 
Helves., and to pnicnre hones. Meantime iS»jm Washington 
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paid a cotnplimemtary Tuit to Qneen Aliqnippa, an ^bdian pi^n- 
ceee, tiho resided at the conflnenca of Mouongaliela and 
Youghiogany lUvers. She had ezpresHod disaatubction, that 
be bod ncgluetcd this mark of respect on bia way ont. An apol- 
ogy, seconded by the more sabstanlial token of a present, Booth- 
ed her wounded dignity, and secured a gracious reception. 

Nothing woa heard of Yanbraam and his party. Anxioua 
to hasten back, and report to the governor the result of his 
miaaion. Major Washington did not wait for them. With Mr. 
Gist ho recroBsed the AlleganicB to Will's Creek, and Uience 
proceeded with despatch to Williamaburg, where he arrived on 
Oie leOi of i^annary, 1764, having- been absent eleren weeks. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Tnopi nittS for > -nnlm EiiiadlUon, and pat under lli* Cominuid ot Unjor 
Wuhlnttaii. — GoTtnior IHDWIdilia. — Ullltur Pnpuiitliiu. — Wubingtoa 
ippDlslol LlaataBut-Goliuel. — Hatdm to tlw AOsgaj Uonatilna — 
Jidoed br FirtlH of Indliu. — ■ BUmitb with m Fnoih DttuhUMiil ondu 
Jnmiunilla. Tfea elilil Conniuid dandvu an CdIiumI WiiIilnsteD. — HU 
Bowtail BBUlBKRti iwvBoUng Uw Term* ef Bti^es. 

The intflntwns and movemants of ihe French being now 
nnderstood. Governor Dinwiddie thought the occasion demanded 
prompt and energetic action. He called his Council together, 
and laid before them Major Washington's journal , and the letter 
of the French commandant. It was agreed that the iiiHlnictions 
heretofore received from the minletrj- imposed it as u dnty, in 
case of an invasion of the King's dominions, to repai it by a 

Without waiting for the burgcBscs to convene, the CouncU 
advised the immediate enlistment of two hundred men, with 
di]«ctionB to -march to the Ohio, and bnild one or two forts 
tbeie, before die French ahonld be able to descend tlie liver in 
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the spring, as tliey linil threatened to do. An order iTtts issued 
for raising two oompniiies, of one hundred men each, in the 
northern counties by Toluntatry enliatmenta , or, if that method 
shonld prove impracticable, hj drafts from the militia. The 
condnct of Major Washington had hitherto been marked irtth so 
mncb prudence, reBolalion, and capacity, that he was appointed 
lo the chief command of tliese tampa, apparandf hy the tuuui- 
Imotu voice of tbe GonadL ' ' - - 

To niftke an Impresrion on tbe ntinds of the people, and if 
pouible to trork them np to some degree of enthusiasm, and ex- 
dte their iudigoatioH agdnSt the invaderB, Governor Sinwiddio 
oansed Uajor Washington's journal to be pablished. It was 
copied into nearly all the newspapers of the other colonies. In 
iLondon it wai reprinted, under the auspices of the goremment, 
and accounted a document of much importance, as nnfolding the 
views of the French, and announcing the first positive proof ot 
ilieir hostile acta in the disputed territory- 
Nothing luorc was expected from the small military pre- 
parations set on foot by the goyernor and Council, than to take 
a position on the Ohio before the French should come down the 
liver f and unite with the parties from New Orleans. The oom- 
mand 'of.- one of -the two companies was grven to Obtain Trent, 
who, 'hea&g acqiuunted. with the frantiers, was sent forward to 
enliat his men among the traders and back settlers , and ordered 
to cnTnmencc with all speed the building d a fort at the Fork 
of the Oliio, in conformity with the rccommendatioa of Mtfjor 
Washington, who had i-Nniiiined that place, as we have seen, 
with a view to its military adviintngca. 

At the Borne time, Slajor Washington was stationed at 
Alexandria, as a convenient situation for the rendezvous of his 
men, and for auperiatendiug the transportation of supplies and 
the cannon inteifted to be mounted in the fort Lord Fairfax, 
holding office of Onrntr-lieutenant, which gave him anthori^ 
oiler the militia in bia 'hdghborhood, was active in procuring 
enhsfaaente and- r^ndw&ig other services to his young friend; 
The governor's instnictions to the officers bore a warlil^ aspect. 
Th^ i^erei^^diive tfwajr. kill, and destroy, oi seiie as prisoners, 
all persoDB,''&ttr'fliff sn^'cets of tbe King of Great Britain, ^lo 
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should attempt to m-Uli- ur t:il:.' po^aesiion ol the lands on the 
Ohio Kiver or any of its tributaries, 

AVIion thu Assembly met, a difference of opinion prevailed, 
as to the mtianurt^e tliat ought to be pursued; but ten thousand 
pounds were finally voted for the defence of the colony, cloaked 
under the title of "an act for the encouragement and protectioii 
of the aeltlen on the Miasissippi." The governor's eqnanuni^ 
was severely tried. The King's prerogative and his own dignity 
he thonght were not treated with dne respect. So obtuse were 
some of the Irargesses, that they could not percciTe the justice 
of the King's claim to the lands in'question, and they had the 
boldness to let their doubts be known in a full Assembly. "You 
may well conceive," said the governor in writing fo a friend, 
"how I fired at this; that an English legislature should pre- 
sume to doubt the right of his Jlajes^ to the interior parts of 
this continent, the b.iek of his dominions." And, alluding to 
one of the members, ho added, "How this French spirit could 
possess a person of bis high distinction and sense, I know not." 
Another point was still more annoying to him. The Assembly 
appointed conuuissioners to supenntena tnc appropriation of the 
funds. This act be took as a slight to himself, since by virtue 
of hie office the disposal of money for publio uses ought to rest 
exclusively with the governor, Soch was hia view of the mattee^ 
and he declared that nothing but the extreme urgency of the 
case should have induced him to sign the bill. 

To the Earl of Hold em esse h^t oompliilned of the wayward 
temper and strange doings of the Aaecmblj'. ''I am sori'y to find 
them," said he, "very much in a republican way of thinking; 
and, indeed, they do not act in a proper constitutional way, 
but make encroachmenta on the prerogative of the crown, in 
which some former governors have submitted too much to them; 
and, J fear, without a vety particulaf instnlHtion, it will be 
difficult to bring them to order." . Notwithstanding these griev- 
onoes, the governor's seal for the publia good rose above Iiii 
personal feelings, and he applied himself ardently tn the work 
he had undertaken. 

"With the means now provided by the legislature, the mill- 
Usj eetabliahment was indreased to six companies, under 4e 
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eommuid of Colonel Joshua. Frjr. He ■waa an Engliabnuui 
birth, ednCBtad at Oxford, skilled in the mathematical sciencea, 
and mnch esteemed for tnB anuable qualities and gentlemanly 
character. Mqjor Washington was made second in command, 
with the rank of lientenant-colouel. Subordinate olficers were 
commissioned, and, to quicken the military zeal of the peopio, 
and give alaeritj- to the recniiting aurvico, Governor Dinwiddio 
issued H proclamation granting two hondrud thousand acres of 
land on tin: Oliio liivcr, to be divided among the troops, who 
should engage in the proposed expedition, and releasing the 
same from quitrcnts for fifteen years. One thotisaod acres were 
ordtred to ha laid oS, contiguous to the fort at the ForE'of 4&e 
Ohio, fur the use of the soldters doing duty there, to be called 
the ffarrison lands, • ■■■^ 

The reasons assigned by the governor to the ministeTfl for 
making thia grant were, that he hoped the soldiers Tonld bocome 
permanent settlers, and that it was better to secure the lands 
bv siicii a oouniv. than to allow the French (o t*ko qmet pos- 

n at as h hn 1 ntc 1 n 

II b h 1 ng t no 

well received in nnotlii^r tiuartcr. The ABScmblv of Pennsylvania 
took alarm at the freedom, with which lands, situale as thev 
said lu thai province, wltc given away, Governor Hamilton 
wrote an cxposiniaiory leiier. It was a perplexing case: but 
Governor Dinwiduie escaped from the difUcultv by replying, that 
the claims of FennsylTama wrae at least donht^. the boundarv 
line not Ivmng been run. that the abiect in view equally con- 
cerned both pronnces. that his grant did not necBssanlv imply 
future lunsdiction, and that, if the Fennsvlvania claim should 
be established, the quitrents might eventually be palu to the 
propnetftry instead of the down. 

Fresh encouragement was inspired bv a letter from the Eart 
ni Iloldernossc. authorizing Governor Dinwiddie to call to hts 
aid two inm^penaent companies from New lork, and one from 
notiui Carolina, Ihese were colonial troops. raiBcu ana sup- 
ported at the Kings charge, and commanded by officers with 
royal comniissions. They ooold bo marched to any part of the 
continent. Kone of these companies had ever been stationed in' 
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Tiigima. Expre»ee were immediately deapatcbed to the gor- 
ernoTB of the above coloniei, rec|iieatii]g them to order forward 
the companicB nithoot deU^; Ifem oune from North Carolina, 
also, that ihc Assembl; had Toted twelve thoosand pounds for 
defence , and tliat a leBpeotable force would toon be in the field 
la join their neighbors in the common cause. 

Although feebly sustained by the other colonies, the Vir- 
ginians did not abate their exertions. The enlistments went on 
with considerable bucccbh. Colonel Washington continued his 
head-quarters at Alexandria till the beginning of April. Two 
companies had been collected at that place, with which be march- 
ed to Will's Creek, where he arrived on llie 20th, having been 
joined on the way by another company under Captain Stephen, 
^e march was slow and fatiguing, on account of the rangbness 
of the roads, and the dif&«il^ of procuring wagons to convey 
the baggage. It was necesssiy to put the militia law in eza- 
cntion, which authorized impreBsments; but measures of this 
sort are always disliked by the people, and orders are tardily 
obeyed or evaded. The artillery and some of the heavier articles 
went by water up the Potomac. 

A party of Captain Trent's men had already gone to the 
Ohio, and begun to build a fort. Just before Colonel Wash- 
ington reached Will's Creek, a rumor came from the interior, 
that these men were taken bj the French; and two days after- 
wards the aluming intelligence waa confirmed by the ensign of 
Captiuii Trent's company. He reported, that, while th^ were 
at work, for^-one in number, a body of French troops de- 
icanded the-river from Venango, consisting of one thousand men, 
with eighteen pieces of cannon, sixty bsteanz, and three hundred 
canoes, itndcr the comnumd of Captain Contrecoeur, and sum- 
moned them to snrrender, threatening to take forcible possession 
of the fort , if this summons were not immediately obeyed. No 
alternative remaned, and, the captain and lieutenant being ab' 
sent, Ensign Ward acceded to Hrticlcs of cnpitidation , and 
gave up the fort, but was permitted to retire wilh his men. He 
came to Will's Creek, and brought Ihc news of the disaster. 
His statement, however, as to the ntmibers of the French, their 
eannon and boats, turned out to be ver^ much exaggerated. 



Tbie was tlie firat open act of hostility in tlie memora'ble war of 
BevGD jcars that followed. The Frcach enlarged and coniplcted- 
tbe furt, 'whicli they called Fort DuqueBue, In compliment U> 
the governor of Canada. 

To the little army under Colonel IVaehington, as yet 
amouuttDg to no more than three small companiL's, this traa a 
criticnl moment They occupied aa ontpost, beyond which there 
was no bnrrier to oppose the formidahte French force on the 
Ohio. Even a, detuehtnent, well oriDcd and diecipliDtd, might 
Hurround and Cut them off. Colonel Fry had not joined them, 
ami the whole responslhility rested on the Lieu tenant- Colonel. 
He icatantly Bent expresses to the goTernors of Virginia, Mary- 
land, and Fen nsy Ivan in, aclting forth his wcnk and exposed 
condition, and calling for relntoreements. He then held a coun- 
cil of war. Notwithstanding the dangers that threatened on 
every side, it was resolved to push boldly into the wilderness, 
to clear and prepare the road as they ndvanced, and, if posaiblo, 
to penetrnte to the Monongahela nt the mouth of Red-stone 
Creek, and erect there a tortificiition. The soldiers would thus 
he employed, their apprchenBiona quieted, the bane of idleness 
avoided, and a waj- opened for the tnore expeditious march of 
the troops in the rear. 

So many obstacles intervened , that the progress was slow. 
Trees were to be felted, bridges made, marshcB filled up, nnd 
rocks removed. In (he midst of those difficulties the provisions 
failed, the commisaaries having noglecttd to fulfil their engnge- 
mentB, uid there was great diatresa for want of bread. 

At the Youghiogaiiy . wlierii thev w<Te detiiin<;d in con- 
structing a bridge, Colonei vVashmgton was rom iiv the traaora 
and Indians, that except ni one Tiince. u Da.'siiiTe niiiTiic iie nan 
by water down that river. To ascertain this point, extrcmelv 
ndvantageous if true, he emuarKcu lu a canoe with five men oa 
.1 tour of discoverj-, lenViOL' i.tie criiiv under me eiiiiiMiHiKl iil n 
subordinate officer. His iiimes were ciitmuNDiiiie'i, Jiner navi- 
giuiiig me river in Dm pnnm; ni'iir imrw miles. ern'ouniiTinir 
roeks and shoals, he pasheu iier.ween two inoniiiiuns. iiiii.i eiiiiii) 
to a fall that arrested ins course, anii ri;n<ien;ii any lunner 
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attempt imprapticablp. Hp returned, and the project of a con- 
veyance by water was given up. 

He had eurcely rejoined tho army, when a njeasage iras 
bronght to him, from tua old Mend Tanacharisou, or Uie Half- 
Sing, then viQi his people near the Monongahala Kver, vrhich 
warned him to be on hie goard, at a party of French had been 
out Cvro days , and were then marching towards him determined 
to attack the first English fh^ should meek His acconnt was 
conGrmcd by another, which stated the French to bo only fifteen 

Not knowing their numbor, or at what moment they might 
approach, he huateuud to n place called tlio Great MendowB, 
cleared away the bushes, threw up an entrenchment, and pre- 
pared, as he cxprcascd it, "a charming Geld for an cncountor." 
He then mounted some of the Boldiers on wagon-horses , and sent 
&em oat to reconnoitre. They came badt wiQiont having seen 
anj traces of the enemy; but the camp was alarmed in the night, 
the senizies lired, and .all bands were kept under arms till 
morning. Mr. Gist caiiiu to tlm camp, also, and reported that a 
French detachmful , tDnsistinr; of fifty men, had been at his 
settlement the day before, and that lie had observed flieir tracks 
within five milea of tiip Great Meadows. 

The approach of the Freucli. with hostile designs, wns now 
deemed certain; and the best preparation was made to receive 
tiiem, which circumstanceB woultl permit. In the mean time, 
abont nine o'clock at night, another exprces come from the Half- 
King, who was then with a party of his warriors about six miles 
from the catap, stating that ho had seen tho tracks of two 
Frenchmen, and that the whole detachment was near that place- 
Colonel Washington immediately put himself at the head of fortf 
men , leaving the rest to guard tho camp, and set ofF to join the- 
Half-King. The night was dark, the rain fell in torrents, the 
paths through tho woods wore narrow and intricate, and the 
soldiers often lost their way, groping in the buehee, and clamb- 
ering orer rocks and fallen trees. 

The whole night was passed in the laarcb, and they got to 
Ae Indian encampment jnst before simrise. A (Muucil was held 
widi Tanacfaarison and his chief warriors, and it was agreed 
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that thi'v slioulJ march in concert Bgninat tho French. Two 
IiiJians went out to nscertnin the position of the enemy, which 
Biia discovered to be in an obscure retreat, surrounded by rocts, 
\inlf n inilc! from the rond. The plan nf aCtnek was (hen formed. 
Colonel Waahington and his men were to adTance on the right, 
and tho Indians on tho left. The march wna pursued in single 
file, aeeording to the Indinn manner, till they came so niiar as 
to bo discovered by tho French, who instantly aciaod their arms, 
and put (liemaulves in on attitude of defence. 

At this moment the firing commenced on both flides. 
A xmiirt skirmiEh cnsned, which was kept up for a quarter of 
iLn bovir, when the French ceased to resiat. II. do Jumonville, 
the commander of the French party, and ten of his men, were 
killed. Tiventy-two Were Inken prisoners, one of whom was 
ivonndod. A Canndinn made his- escape during the action. One 
nf Colonel Washington's men was killed, ami two or three were 
wounded. No harm happened to the Indiana, as the enemy's 
lire was directed chiefly ngainst the English. This event occur- 
red on the 2Hth of May, 1 7fj4. The prisoners were conducted 
to the Great !Meadowa, and thence under a guard to GoTornor 
I linwiddie. 

No traasactlun in the Itfo of Washington has been so much 
m i 6 rc presented , or bo little understood, as this skirmish with 
Jumonville. It Leing the first conflict of arms in the war, a 
notoriety was given to it, portitularly in Kuropc, altogether dis- 
proporliuned to its importance. War had not yet been declared 
between Great Britain and Franco, and indeed the dipIomatistB 
on biith sides were making great professions of friendship. It 
w.ts the policy of each nation to exaggerate the proceedings of 
the other on their colonial frontiers, and to ninku them a handle 
for recrimination and complaints, by throwing upon the adverse 
parly the blame of commit ling the first acts of aggrcHaion, 
Hence, when the intelligence of the akirniiah with Jumonville 
got to Paris, it was officially published by the goverament, in 
connexion with a memoir and various papers, and his death was 
called a murder. It was said, that, wiiile bearing a summons 
as a civil messenger without any hostile intentions, be was way- 
laid and assassinated. The report waa industriously circulated, 
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and gawed credence with tbo nmltitude. M. Tlioniaa . a. poet 
and Bcholftr of repute, Beizeil the occasion to wnlu an epic, en- 
titled JumonviUe. in whicli he tnakcd b:s invoiitioii to draw a 
trasied pktii™ of th,: htt<- of l.cr,). Tlii^ fabric; of tlu' Bti>ry 
and the incidwits wtvo alibi fictitious. But thi; tali; passed from 
fiction to hietorv. aiiJ fo lliis dav it is repeated bv tbe Irench 
historians, who in otlier respects render uietiee to the cburaoUr 
of Washinstoii, and who can find no other apologv foe this act, 
than his voiith and inexperience, and the ferocity of his men. 

The mistakes of the French writers were not unknown to 
Washington; but, conscious of having acted in strict confornnti- 
TTith his orders and mihtiirv usage, he took no pains to correct 
them, except in a single letter to a friend, written acvcral years 
afterwiirds. which related ii.osUv U, the errors in the Trench ac- 
count of the fiubaequent action of the Great Meadows. Ln- 
fortuiiatelv all lils cyrrespondenee und llie other p.ipers. which 
be wrott! diiritij; this campaign, were lost the next ye.ir at the 
battle of the Uonongahela: and he was thus deprived of the only 
nuthentic maternds. that could be used for eApInnation and de- 
fence. The moat important of these papers have recently been 
found, and they afford not only a complete vindication of the 
conduct of Colonel Waslungton in tliia aSmr, but Bhon that it 
met wittk the unqualified approbatiott of the governor and legis- 
lature of Virginia, and of the British miniati^. 

It IS true that Juinonvillc was the bearer of a eummons; 
but this was unknown tii LolinvA ^\ ushiiigl«n , nor did the mode 
in which the former appruaeluni tiie English camp indicate that 
ho came on an errand of peace. lie was at tho head of an armed 
force, he sent out spies in advance, concealed himself and his 
party two days in an obscure place near the camp, and despatch- 
ed messengers with intelligence to bia commander at the fort. 
These were strong evidences of a hostile intention; and, had 
Colonel Washington not regarded them in that light, he would 
have beea justly censnrahle for ignoiancA or neglect <j duty. , 

.<.■ Tiia aammoiiH itaelf waa by no means conciliatary, and, if 
Colonel Washington had actually known, that the French officer 
bad such a paper in his puoket, be could not properly do other- 
wise than he did, under tiie eiromnatancea in which M. de Jnuum-. 
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villa ehese to plwe bimsdl It wwnod the Eugliah to retire 

beloir the AUeganioa, and threatened compnlsoiy measnrea if it 
should nut lis obi!yi!i!. Thf preaiimpfion waa , that the suiii- 
mona •xs.n only a fi'int, in i^iist' iho party should be cnp(\irod, 

fcrcements, afWr ho had reconnoitred tlie English camp, aud 
ascerioined its Htreogth. If such wera not the olgect, .the 
oonseqaeaees are jmHj cWgeoble oa the tDdiKretion of IM, 
da JuTOOtnille iu the extraordinary mode of eondoctiag hjs 
flntsTpriM. 

lite taben and dangers of the field mn vol the oa^ 
tnrnblM., ^th which Qoloael Wuhington at tlua titae had to 
oontend. By an iH-timed parsimony, the p^ of tlie officers vaa 
reduced bo low, as to create mannars tud discontent throughout 
llie camp. Complaints grew laud and vehement, ncconipnnied 
with tbrcata to resign and leave the army to its fate. Under 
tllis pressure the character of WashiDgton shone with the same 
parity and lustre, that often diatinguish<.-<l it afterwards on sim- 
ilar trying occasions. In his lettcrB to the governor he assumed 
a finn and manly tone, deiuauded for himself and liia associates 
an ftUowanee eqnal to that received by the Sing's troops, and 
dapreoatad the idea of bang placed apon a fo(|tuig, which should 
in^ly an iafwiinitrin rank, or in the value of th^ terricea. 

While he toei: Hiis high stand in defentKng the just claianft 
of the officers, he endeavored to eatm their feelings, and recon- 
<jtte them to tlteir eondition, by appetls to their honor Vid tlte 
obligations of duty. "I have communicated your eentimants to 
the other officers," said he to the governor, "and,- as far as I 
could put an the hypocrite, set forth the advantages that may ac- 
crue, and advised them to accept the terms, as a refusal might 
rcAeot dishonor upon th«r character, leaving it to the world to 
assign what reason it pleases for their quitting the service." 
And again; °I considered the pernicious consequences that 
would attend a disunion, and was therefore too much attnchcd 
to my country's interests to suffer it to ripen." In this way he 
concealed hie uneasiness, and tranquilliced the minds of his of- 
ficers, althongh he felt the wrongs they suS^d, and approved 
the spirit that vrould not tamely submit to them. 

3' 
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As ro nimsfjli. Ji was not so much tlic amnllness of the pay. 
mat giivu liim coiiumi , as ini; iniligniw and iniUBtice of having' 
hi3 services t'Stiniatpd at a lower rate, than in the British estflb- 
lishmcnt. when in rcalicy no BcrvicG could be more severe and 
hazaruoua , or promiBO less of glorj. than the one in which he 
vrnn engaged. "Now if we conld be fortunate enough. " aaid he. 
'to drive tlie Fi'Cnch'ifTom the OhiQ. as far as your Honor wonid 
please U> ■hata'iilim sent, in but short time, our pajr will not be 
Boffieient tolidisclui^ oar first exponses. I tvould not have yon 
iiaagine from this, that I have said all these things to have oar 
pay increased, but to lustify mvself. and to show you that our 




for full pay. or aa a innicrou a volunteer . Indeed, did mv eir- 
curastances COrrespoim with my mulinaHons, I shoulu not heaiuite 
a moment to prefer the, lattisr: for ilic( niotivea that have led me 
here are pare and noble. I hau no view of acquisition, but that 
of honor. -by serving my King and country. In tbis declaration, 
uttered in'dtB'inB(»ijty^'Of <his'''lieart.'-we perceive the pnnciples. 
the enuiient^mrfueB^ftfdiCtdtedieTcaiy act Of hts pnbbc life. 

Colonel Frr'^KaviAg 'died snddenlv at Will's Creek, vrlule 
on his my 'to :i<i»Q''the army, the chief command devolved on 
Colonel "Waahuifjloui '<Itecruits were brought forwaru by Afaior 
3fiiseJ l!li%fibr&^OiinUina troops, to the number of about three 
hundred and flf^itileH-by Colonel Innea. arrived at Winchester. 
The governor mis then m that town, bolding a council with 
Inaians, and he appointed Innes comnulader of the expedition.- 
but confirmed Colonel Washington's eommand -of the Virginia 

The appointment of lanes was an. unpopnlar measure in 
Virginia, as he wos from Mother colonv; and the goromor was 
accused of partiality for an old fnend and countryman, both he 
unu Innes being ocotchmen by birth. So lU consequences en- 
sued. Ni-ither Colonel Innes nor his troops advanced beyond 
Wiiicheaicr. To promote onbatmenta the men were extravagantly 
paid; and, when the money raised by the Assembly of North 
Carolina for their snpport was expended, they dispersed of Uidr 
own accord. An Independent Company from 8o<i& Carolina, 
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CODsistillg of. one hundreii men unclc;r Cnptaiii Slackaj-, nrrivcd 
at the Great Ueadowe. Two companies from Now York lauded 
at Alezandria, and marched to the interior, but not in time to 
overtake or Bnccor the Army in adTRnce. 



Tort Nesmllj. — Indiana. — Hortintnts ot flit Anny. — B>M« of Itae Great 
>Iudaw9. — Vole of Tbauki by the Hout ol Borgaitti. — - Wuhinglon 
dte<ipi>TO>-ei (he GoTemor'i Ueanrei imi leilgni Mi CaiDnilii[i>ii. 

It wafi foreseen by Colonel Washington, that, when the 
French at Fort Daqueene dhould get tiie newa of Jutnonville's 
defeat, a strong detachment wonld be sent out againat him. As 
a preparation for this event, be set all his- men at woric to en- 
large the intrenohment at the Great Meadom, and erect pali- 
aades. To the atractare thui hasUIy thrown up he gave the 
name of Fort Naeee»ly. . 

The IndiftTiB, who leaned to the Engliah interest, fled be- 
fore the French and flocked to Ibe camp, bringing along tbeir 
idves and children, and putting them under his proteciion. 
Among them oame Tanacbarison and his people, Queen Aliquippa 
and her son, and other persons of dietinctlon, tiU between forty 
and fif^ families gathered around him, and laid his magazine of 
anppUea under a heavy contribution. 

The forces at the Great Ueadows, including Captain 
Mackay's company, had now increased to about four hundred 
men. But a new difGonI<7 arose, which threatened disagreeable 
consequences. Captain Maokay had a royal conumssion, which 
in 'his opinion pnt him above the anthority of Colonel Washo 
ington, who was a colonial officer, commissioned by the Gov- 
ernor, of Virginia. He- was a man of mild and gentlemanly 
manners, and no personal diSbrences interrupted &e harmony 
between them; but still he declined receiving the orders of ilK 
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colonel, And his coiiijiaiiv octvipii'il a ^(.■piirati- i'nc;im|iiJic;nt. At 
this crisia, when nn attiicfc was daily cxpfcteil , and whoii a per- 
fect union of design and aclion was essentiiil, niich s bIhIi: of 
tilings was so unpropi lions, that Colonel "Washington wrote 
earnestly to the governor to settle the controversy by a positive 
order under his own baud. The governor hesitated, because he 
was not Bare, that Captsia Mackay's pretensiAis were iocoDsis- 
tont widi the rule adopted by the miuistry, namdy, that all ot- 
ficera vrith Eing's comniissionB should take rank of those com- 
missioaed in the colonies. 

To avoid.nltcrcatiou, and privt iit the contagious exnmplb 
of diaobcdiencc from infcding th<- Iroijjis, Ci)lonel Washington 
rcsolvod to advance witli l^ iAr^i- piu-I of hip :irioy, fiiiii, if not 
ohstvuclcd by the enemy, to go on by IhL' siioitest route to 'the 
Munuiigalielu River. Captniii JIaehay's (oiii]>iMiy was left at Fort 
Xcoesaity, as a guard to that post. Tlie road was to be clcrared 
and levelled for arliliory carriages; and the proctss was so 
laborious , that it took two weeks to effect a passage through tbs 
.gorge of the mountains to Gist's settlement, a dist&nce of only 
4iiirteen miles. The Indians nere troublesome with their speech- 
es, councils, and importniiiticH for presents, particularly a parly- 
from the interior, who feigned friendship, hut who were dis- 
eovercd to be spies from the French. Dne rigilnnce was prac- 
tised, and scouts were kept abroad, even as for as the neigh- 
iinrhnnil of Tnrt Dtmufsiic. Ko that the first motions of the enemy 

.11. WHS III, jciiiriii tiiiii iiv I'l'i iu ii itehericrs and Indians, that 
iMirl. miiiuesne waK ri iiilt)ree<l iiv trooii.; truiii Canada, and that 
a siriinir iieiuciimi'iii wouiii siioriiv niiin'ii sgainst the English. 
A council oi war ueing caiieii. it u'as at first thought best to 
make a stona. and wait the approucii ot the enemy at Gist's 
plantation. An intrenchment tor defence was began. Captain 
Usckar was requested to come forward with hia oompany, and 
the soouung parties were ordered ra return to tho camp. Ci^tain 
ICackav prompuv loincd the adranced dmsion; and anotber 
conndl decided, that tho enen^'s force was so large, as to leave 
no reuonahle hope of a successfnl reaistanee, and that a retreat 
iras necessary. 
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onv point tlif High grouno comes witnin sixiv yards oi the ion, 

nun "lis wait iiir iiwirt'»i. iiikihiht hi wmcii iin ciii'mv cdi ifi- 

proach under thp sLplter of trees. The outlines of the fort were 
Btill visible, when the spot was visiltd Lv the writtr in 1830, 
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Blue 01 me nsing gronna. ynaoh vae nearest w cue lan. ana. 
aneiKred dv too trees, kept ud a dtisr fire ot mnsiceti;. out uerer 
anpeared in tne open maui beiow. The run feu neavuv througn 
Uie day, the trenches were filled with water, and manj- of the 
anuB of Colonel Washington's men vrere out of order, and used 
Tri& difficulty. 
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Id this way the battle canlinueil from eleven o'clock id the 
morning till oight at night, when the French called and request- 
ed a parley. Suspecting tills to bu n feint to procure the nil- 
niiflsion ot an officer into Ihe fort, thiit he raiglit JieeoTt'r thtir 
condition, Colonel Washington at first declined listening to the 
proposal; but when tlie cnll iras repeated, nith the additional 
request thnt an afficer might be sent to them, engaging at the 
same time their parole for his safety, he sent out Captain Van- 
braam, the only person under his command, that could speali 
French, except the Chevalier de Peyrouny, an ensign in llie Vir- 
ginia regiment, who was dangerously wounded, and disabled 
from rendering any service on this occasion. Vsnbraam returned, 
and brought with him fi-om M. de Villiera, the French com- 
mander, proposed articles of capitulation. These bo read and 
pretended to interpret, and, some changes having been made by 
mutual agreement, botli parties signed tbem about midnight. 

By the terms of the capitulation, the whole garrison was 
to retire, and return without molestation to the inhabited paria 
of the eountryj'and the Frencb eonimander promised, that no 
embarrassmont should be interposed, either by his own men or 
the savages, The English, were to take away every thing in their 
possession, except their artilleiy, and to march out of the fort 
the ue.\E morning with the linnors of war, tlieir dniniB beating 
and colors flying. As the French had killed all the horses and 
cattle. Colonel Washington had no means of transporting bis 
heavy baggage and stores; and it was conceded to bim, thnt his 
men might conceal their effects, and that a guard might be left 
to protect them, till horses could be sent up to take them away. 
Colonel 'Washington agreed to restore the prisoners, who had 
been token at the skirmish with Jumonville; and, as a surely 
for this article, two hostages. Captain Yanbranm and Captain 
Stobo, wore delivered up to the French, and were to be retained 
till the prisoners should return. It was moreover agreed, that 
the party capitulating should not attempt to build any more 
establishments at that place, or beyond the mountains, for thu 
space of a year. 

Early the next morning Colonel Washington began to 
march from the fort in good order; but he had proceeded only 
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a short distance, when a body of one hundred Indians, being a 
reinforcement to the French, came upon him, and could hardly 
be reetruned from attacking his men. They pilfered the bag- 
gage and did other mischief. He inarched forward, howcvur, 
irith as much speed as possible tn the weakened and cncumborcd 
condition of his army, there being no other mode of conveying 
the wounded men and'tbe baggage, than on the soldiers' backs. 
As the prorisiona were nearly exbaosted, no time waa to be lost: 
and, leaving much of the baggage behind, he hastened to Will's 
Creek, where all the necessary supplies were in store. Thence 
Colonel Washington and Captain Mackfty proceeded to Witliams- 
1)U]^, and communicated in person to Gtovemor Dinwiddia tJie 
events of the campaign. 

The e^.^ct niiiiibtr of mfin ciifrngcii in the artion rnnnot be 
HSPertamcd. AccorilLnj; to h ri'tuni iiiiuli; ant by Culond Wnsh- 
iviRtoii hiiiiaelf. tlic Virginia rcginu'nt ciiiisisicd of thrci: hundred 
and five, infiiiding offioiTS, of ii'horii twelve were killed and forty- 
three wounded. Captain Maekay's company was supposed to 
contain about one hundred, but the number of killed and wound- 
ed IS not known. The Independent Companies from New York 
did not reach the army before the action. 

The conduct of die commander and of tbe troops was highl;^ 
approved by the governor and Conncil , and receiTed merited ap- 
plause from tbo public. As soon as the House of Burgesses as- 
sembled, tbey pasBcd a TOte of thsoks to Colonel Washington 
and his officers "for their bravery and gallant defence of &eir 
couiitr}'." A pistole was granted from "tlie public treaswy to 
each of the Boldiers. 

Thus commencfsd the military career of Washington, and 
thus ended his first campaign. Altbough as yet a youth , with 
amall experience, unskilled in war, and relying on bis own re- 
sources, he had behaved with the prudence, address, courage, 
and firmness of a veteran commander. Rigid in discipline, bnt 
sharing Hie hardships and solimtous for fba welfare of hia soldiers, 
be had secured Aeir obedience snd won their esteem amidst priva- 
tions, sufierings, and perils, that have seldom been surpassed. 

Notwithstanding tbe lat« discomfiture; Governor Sinwid- 
die's ardor did not abate. It vas, indeed a foible wi& him, that 
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his zesl oiilstrippeil his knowkdire -md disoretiori. IVhollv i.-iin- 
rnnt ot military affairs, he undorlook to organize ilm nrniv. 
proscribe rules, issne orders, form plana of operntmii, nnd 
manage the detaiU. Henee frpfjupnt blunuers and tanfuaion. 
Colonel Washington rejoined his regiment, which had mnrched 
by wiiy of Wincbefilur lo Alex.indrin. Ih: flicro reeeived orders 
to fill up the conipanioa by enliatmeiits, mm lend them ii-itbout 
delay to Will's Creek, where Colonel Innes was employed m 
building Fort Ciimlierlnnd, with a remnant of the !North Caniliiia 
troops, and tho three independent componies. that had I'oiiie to 
Virginia from South Carolina an<i >iew lork. It was llie gnv- 
eriior's project, that the united forees fihould inimcuiatelv cross 
tho AUegaiiies, and drive the French from Fort Dutjuesne. or 
buiUt another tort beyond (be ino\intiiinn. 

Astonished that sueh a scheoie ehonlu be eontemplntcd . nt 
a Benson ot llic year when the monntnins would be rendered iin- 
■passable by the snows anil rigor of the climate, and wilb nil army 
destitute of supplies, feeble in iiiiiiibcrs. and worn uown bv fa- 
tigue', Colonel Washingtuti wr'ilii n letter of Htroiig reiiionstranee 
to a member of the governor's Couneil. n^preseniing the ab- 
Bunlity and even impossibility of siiili an enterprise. IIis regi- 
ment was rcdueed by death, wounds, and i^icknesB, Hg was 
ordered to obtain recruits, but not a farthing of nionov hau been 
provided. He was ordered to mareh . but his men bad neiiher 
arms, tents, ammunition , clothing, nor provisions, suffieient to 
enable thein to take tho field, and no means existed for procuring 
them. It is enougb to say, that tbe scheme was abandoned. 

Tbc governor was destined to struggle with difficulties, and 
to have bis hopes defeated. The Assembly wei-e so perverse, as 
not to yield to all his demands, and he never eeaaeii to complain 
of tbelr "republican way of thinking," and to deplore their want 
of respect for tbe aathority of his of/iee and the pn-rogiitiva of 
the crown. Ho had lately proronHed them, as a piimabment for 
their obstinacy, and written to tbe nuiiistrv, tliiil the represent- 
atives of the people seemed to him infutnatea. anu that ho was 
satisfied "the progress of the French would never bo effectually 
op]>ose(], but by m'enns of an act of Tarliament to compel the 
colonies to contribute to tbe common cause independent] v of 
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Mflemblies." When the bnrge«ses cune together sgain, hoireTer, 

lie was consoled by tlieir good nature in granting tirenty thonMod 
poundB for the public service; and he soon received ten thousand 
pounds in specie from the government in England for the same 

Thus oncourftged ho formed new plana, and, bm the gift of 
ten thousand pounds was under his control , he could appropriate 
it as he pleased. He enlarged the army to ten companies, of 
one hundred men each, and put the whole upon the establifih- 
ment of independent companies, by which the highest officers in 
the Virginia regiment would be captains, and even these inferior 
to oflicurs of tlic same rank holdiog King's commissions. The 
effect was to reduce Colonel Washington to the rank of captain, 
and put him underoflieors nliom he had commandod. Such a deg- 
ndfttion, of coarse, was not to be submitted to by s high-minded 
man. He reugned Ills comniissioii, and retired from the army. 

Governor Sharjie, of Mnryland, soon after received an ap- 
pointment from the King as com oinnder-in -chief of the forces 
eiiiplojed lo act ugainat the French. Knowing Colonel Wash- 
ington's character, and the importance of his aid, Governor 
Sharpe solicited him , by a letter from himself and another from 
one of his officers, to resume his station. It was intimated, that 
lie might hold his former commiasion, "ThiB idea," said Wash- 
ington in reply, 'has filled me with surprise; for, if you think 
me capable of holding a commission , that has neither rank nor 
eniolnmeiit annexed to it, yoa must entertain a very contemptible 
opinion of my weakoeBS, and btdieve me to be more emp^ thm 
the commission itself." He promptiy declined the invitation, and 
added; "I shall have the consolation of knowing, that I have 
opened the way, when the smnllness of our numbers exposed us 
to the attacks of n superior enemy; and that I hare had the 
thanks of my countrj- for the sen-iceB I have rendered." 

Thus sustained within himself, neither seeking redress nor 
venting complaints , he passed the winter in retirement He ac- 
knowledged his partiality, however, for the profession of arms, and 
bis ambition to acquire experience and skill in the military art. 
Nor did he vailflong for an opportuni^ to gratify his wislws. 



CHAPTER VI. 



Early in Ilic spring. General Braddock Ian d(!d in Virginia, 
Willi two rtgimunta of regular troops from Great Britain, nhich 
it was supposed would bear down all opposition, and drive back 
the intruding Fri'iiijh to Canada. The people were elated with 
joy, and nlrcady the war on the fronHer seemed hastening to an 
end. Colonel Washington acceded to a request from General 
Brnddock to take part in the cnmpnign as one of hig military' 
family, in which he would retain his former rank, and tie ob- 
jections on that score would he obviated. 

His views on the subject were explained, with a becoming 
frankness and elevadon of mind, in a letter to a friend. °I may 
bo allowed," said he, "to claim some merit, if it is considered 
that the sole motive, which invites rae to the field, is the laudable 
desire of serving inj conntry, not tbe gratification of any ambi- 
tious or lucrative plans. This. } flatter myself, will manifestly 
appear by my going as a volunteer without expectation of reward 
or prospect of obtaining a command, as I am coiifi(i(.'nriv assured 

thiit I would aecrpl." I 

I am unwilling to hfizivd it amone mv frieiuls. without this ex- 
position of facts, as they might conceive that some auvantageoiis 
offers had engaged my services , when , in rcalitv, it is otherwise, 
for I expect to be a considerable loser in my pnvato affairs by 
going. It is true I have been importuned to make this campaign 
by General Braddock, as a member of his family, he conceiving, 
I suppose, that the iinall knowledge I hare had an opportnnify of 
acqniring of the country and the Indians is worthy of his notice, 
and may be useful to him in the progress of the expedition." In- 
fluenced by thrae honorable and generous motaves, be accepted 
the offer, and prepared to eng^e in theservioe as a Tolnnteer. 
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Several compames oi Bnddock'a two legimento were can- 
toned at Alexandria, nt irhich plaee the commander himself met 

the goTcrnors of five colonics, in order to concert a general 
scheme of iiiilitiiry oin'ralum^, Coliiiie! Washington was intro- 
dnced to thost giintU'viieii ; and iliu manner in which ho was 
ireccived bv thcin gaYC (Inttiriiis t('Blimonv of IliP consideration, 
which hia name and cliai'iicttT li;id alri'ady inspired. With the 
deportment and eivilitics of Gi)vcriior bbirluy he wnn p.irlii'ularly 
pleased. 

General Braddock maitlicd to tlii? iiittsrior, and was over- 
taken bv Colonel Waeliiiigton nt Wincliester, wlieu the latter 
assumed the stalion and duties qt uid-de-cainp. The trOopH 
followed in divisions bv differi'nt routes, and ail assembled at 
Will's Creek. Here the gciuTal was disappointed, vened, and 
thrown into paroxyanis of ill buiiior. at not Gndmg m readiness 
the horses and wagons, winch had been promisi'd, and on which 
he depended for tranaportinj; the baj;paire, leiils, proviaiona, 
KoA artillei; beyond that post Jhc coiitrnctOTH had proved 
faithless, rather from neglect or inability. 

The embarrassment was at last removed bv the patriotic 
seat and activity of Franklin. Being postmaster-general of the 
provinces, he visited the commander dunng his niareh, with the 
view of devising some plan to facilitate the transoussion of tho 
mul to and from the army. On certain conditions he agreed to 
procure one hundred and fift^ wagons, and the rcqaisite nnmber 
of horses. By prompt eiceTtions , and by hia inflnenee among 
the farmers of Ponnsjlvsnia, he ohtainod tiiem all and aent them 
to Will's Creek. This act was praiaad by General Braddeck in 
a letter \o the ministry; but he passed a aevere oensore npm 
the autbovitie.s of tho eountry by adding, 'that it was the only 
Instance of address and integrity, which ho had seen in the 
provinces." 

While these preparations were in progress. Colonel Wash- 
ington was sent on a mission to Williamsburg to procure money 
for the military chest. The trust was executed with despatch 
and success. On letarning to camp he found that a detacbmont 
of five hundred men had marched in advance; and all the troops 
were immediately put in motion, except a small partf left as a 
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guard at Fort Cumberland. Tht: scene was ncvr la the general 
unii hit officers, nnd obBtaclcB presented tbemBiOroa at cvury alup, 
irhich Ihi^y liiu! not untleipated. The roiigbness of tlio road 
mndo it impossible for tlie usual number of horses to drag iba 
wagons, loaded as they were, iiot only with tbu supplies njicl 
munitions, but with superQuiius bnggage. .tnd tbe camp equipage 
of the officers; and they were obliged to double tlie tennis, thus 
detaining tlie whole train of wagons, till tbosL- in front wure 
forced along by this tedious process. 

It wns soon apparent, that, with tlicHe. hindrancts, the 
season might be eouauuied in crossing the luountnjna. A conocil 
of war was resorted to; bat before it met, the general privately 
asked the opinion of Colonel Washington. "I urged him," said 
he, "in the warmest terms I was able, to push forward, if ha 
even did it with a small but chosen band, with such artiller)' and 
light stores as were necessary, leaving the heavy artUlory and 
baggage with the rear division to follow by slow nnd easy 
niarchea, which (hey might do safely while we were ndvanciog 
in front." His rcnsoD for pressing this measure was, that, from 
the beat advices, an neceasion of force was shortly expected at 
Fort Dmjuesne, and that it was of the utmost moment to make 
the attack before such an event should occur. It was moreover 
important to divide the army, because the narrowness of the 
road, and the difficnlty of getting tbe wagons along, caused it 
to be streteliud into a line four miles in It-nglh, by which the 
soldiers were so much scattered, that they might be attacked and 
routed at any point, oven by small parties, before n proper force 
could be brought to their aupporl. 

These Buggcations prevaileil in the council, and were ap- 
proveil by the general. The army was separated into two di- 
visions. Braddock led the advanced division of twelve bnndred 
men lightly ef[uipped, taking only such carriages nnd articles as 
were absolutely essential. Colonel Dunbar, with the residue of 
the army, about six hundred, remained in the rear. 

At this time Colonel Washington was seined with a raping 
fever, which was so violent as to alarm the physician; and, as 
an act of humanity, the general ordered liim to proceed no 
furlher, till the danger was over; with a solenm pledge, that ha 
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Btould be broiiglit up fo tlie front of the army before it should 
reach fJio Frencli fort. Consigned to a wagon, nnd to lie phy- 
siciati's care, he contiaued with the rear diviBion nearly two 
weeka, when he was enabled to be moved forward by slow stages, 
bnt not without much pain from weakness and the jolting of 
the vehicle. He overtook the general at the month of the You- 
gfuagaay Birer, filteen miles from Fort Z>nc[iieane, the erening 
before die battle of the Monongohela. ' 

The officers and soldiers were now in the highest spirits, 
and firm in the conviction , that they should withiD a few hours 
TiotoriouHly enter tiie walls of Fort Duquusne. The steep and 
rugged groanda^ on the north side of the Alonongahela, prerent- 
ed the army from marching iti tbat dircctiou. and it was neceS' 
aary in approaching thv. fort, now abuiit fifteen iniltiS distant, to 
ford thf river twice, and marcJi a piirt of the wiiv on tlic south 
side. Early on the moriiiiif; of the Otli. all IhiiiK* ivcre in readi- 
ness , and the whole train paBsed through the river a liltlo below 
the month of the Youghiogany, and proceeded in perfect order 
along the southern margin of the Monongahela. ashington 
was often heard to sav during his lifetime, that the moat beauti- 
ful spectacle he had ever beheld was the display of the British 
troops on this eventful morningi, !Gvery man was oeatly dressed 
In fall uniform, the soldiers were arranged in.colnmne and m arch- 
ed in exact order, the sun gleamed from their bnraished arms, 
the river flowed trsnquOIy on their right, and tiie deep forest 
overshadowed them vrith solemn grandenr on their left. Officers 
and men ware eqtially inspirited with cheering hopes and con- 
fident anUcipationB. 

In this manner they marched forward tilt about noon, when 
they arrived at the second croBsing-place, ten miles from Fort 
Duquesne. They halted but a little time, and then began to 
ford tbo river and regain its northern bank. As soon as the;y 
had crossed, th^ came upon a level plain, elevated only a few 
feet'above the surface of the rrrer, and extending northwaid 
nearly half a mile from its margin. Then commenced a gradual 
ascent at an angle of about three degrees, which terminated in 
hills of a considerable hragbt at no great distance beyond. The 
road from the fordingplaoe to Fort Dnquesne led boiobb the plain 
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country, at that tirao covered with woods. 

By t1ii> orcliT of niarcli . a body of ttirec liimiJrcd men, under 
Col.iutl l.nin-. iiiadi.' tLi? advanced parlv, wlii^h was immediateljr 
liilliiwid Ijv aiiollicr of i.wo liiiiiilii'.l, I^i'xt <-.\mi: the general 
with thu <'olumiiB ot Hrullfrj-. ilio iiiaiii budv uf Ihi' nrmv, and 
the baggage. At one o'clock, tht wliiil,- liaii c^l^?od the nvor, 
and almost at this moment a sharp (iriiif; iv:is luanl ii[inn the 
advanced parties, who were now asctnding tlio hill, anil hud 
proceeded about a hundred yards from the termination of the 
pUio. A.hMTT'-diBchai^e of muaketry was. poured innpon their 
front, irUoli-ms.tfae Sftt iatelligenoe thay hMtof the.prozuii^y 
of an etuAiy, and thU was saddenly faUffjrod'lif Ancrtbra on'thd 
ri^t flank. ' Tite^ trere filled vrith the- greater constema&m, ai 
no enemy -was in sight, and the firiiig seemed to proceed from 
an invisible foe. They fired in their turn, however, hot 'qnite 
at random, and ohviously without effect. 

The general haBtene<i fi.rwnv.l to the rclii'f of tlii^ advanced 
pnrtios; but, before he cuuld ivacli ihi: wIiluIi tli,y oi'<Jii|iii.'d, 
they gave way and fell hack ii|iini du- arllik-ry nnd Iho iitlier 
columns of the army, ciuising ixireme coufuaiun, and striking Ibo 
whole ma.^'i with siirh ji panic, that no order coold afterwards be 
rcsfori'd. Till' ^'cin'nil and tlio officers behaved with the" utmost 
eourafio. and ii^-ud cnjiy effort to rally the men, and bring them 
to Dnl.'i-, lull all in vain, in thifl state they continued nearly 
lluve lioiivs, huddling together in confused budiee, firing irreg- 
ularly, eliooting down their own ofliccrs and men, and doing no 

the only troops, who -iiimd lo ivl^iin thi^ir nii;t'ii, :nid they be- 
haved wilh a lii-:u>'M and [V-idmlMii worthy (li a b> tl.-i' ' fate. 
They iidopted lUc Imliaii mod,., Mid foiij;],! i'.icli iil:<» fnr hinisflf 
behind a tree. This was proliiliii.ed by the geiu i al , whu endeav- 
ored to form his men into platoons and e^liinui.'', a> ir they 
had been manceumng on the plains of FlandevR, iMeantime tbo 
French, ajid Indians, concealed in-the ravines and belniul Ireea, 
kept up. a deadly and unceasing discharge of musketry, stngliiig 
out their' o1gi^tB{^^iD£4elIber»to ^m^ andpinducnng a^ot^ii^ 
almost unpai^i^^^ii^ib^l]nindbrvof,ptodQA,j|:a^ 

O. WhUivUii'i Lua. 4 
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half o£ the whole army, which had croased the river in bo proud 
aa Stray only three hours before, wore kiUuJ or wounded. The 
general himBclf received n mortal iroiind , itinl inanv of his best 
officers fell by his 9i<le. 

During the whole of the action . as ro])orti>d bv aa oflicer 
who witnessed hia conduct. Colonel \V iisliiiigton Ijelmved with 
"the greatest eouragi; and resolution. l,a.ptains Orme and 
Moms, the two other aids-de-eanip. were wounded and diaabled, 
and the duty of distributing the general s orders dcrolved on htm 
alone. He rode in every direction, and was a eonsincuous mark 
for the cncmv s sharp -shooters. By tlie all powerful dispensa- 
tions of ProTidenec," said he, in a letter lo his brother. "I have 
been protected beyond all human probability or expectation; for 
I had four bullets tlirough inv cuiU. and two liorsfs shot under 
me. yet I escaped unhurt, although death was luvcllinf; mv com- 
panions on every side of nie. bo bloodv n contest has rarely 
been witnessed, Ilie number of offieers m tlie engagement was 
eigbtv-siK, of whom twenty-six were killed, and thirty-seven 
wounded. The killed and wounded of tlie privates amounted to 
aeven hundred and fourteen. On the other hand, the enemy's 
loss was small. Their force amounted at least to eight hundred 
and fifty men, oi whom six hundred were Indiana. According 
to the retonu, not more ttutn forty were lulled. They foogfat in 
deep ravines, concealed by the bashes, and the balls of the 
English passed over their heads. 

The remnant of Braddock's army being put to flight, and 
having rccrossed the river, Colonel Washington hastened to meet 
Colonel Dunbar, and order up horses and wagons for the wounded. 
Three days were occupied in retreating to Gist's plantation. The 
enemy did not pursue them. Satiated with carnage and plunder, 
the Indians conid not be tempted from the battle-field, and the 
French were too few to act without their aid. The unfortunate 
general, ^iug of his wonnds, woa tianaparted first in a tumbril, 
then on a horse, and at last was carried by the soldiers. He 
ekpiied the fourth day. after tte battle, and waa buried in the 
road near Fort Necessi^. A new panic seiEed the troops; dis- 
order and eonfiuion rdgned ; the artillery was destroyed ; fh& 
pnbUo stores and heavy baggage were bnmt, no one could tell 
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by whose orders- nor were discipline and traaqiiillitj- rcstorod, 
till the straggling nud bewildered companios arrived at Fort 
Cmiib|rland, Colonel WaBhington , no longer connecleil with 
the service, and debilitated liy his lute illness, atnyed there a few 
days to regain atrcnglli, and then returned to Mount Vernon. 

Such was the termination of an entei'priso, one of the most 
memorable in American hislorj-, mid almost unpitralleled for iW 
disasters, and tlie universal diaapp ointment and consttrnation it 
occasioned. Notwithstanding its total and even disgraceful fail- 
ure, the bitter inTcctives ovcrywhere poured out against its prin- 
cipal conductors, and Ihu repraachea heaped upon the memorj- 
of its ill-fated commander, yet Ihe fame and character of 'Wash- 
ington were greatly enhanced by i(. His intrepidity and good 
0 lauded by his compaulous in arms, and proclaimed 



province to province. Contrary li 



of his efforts, he bad gathered iaurela from the defeat and ruin 
of others. Had the expedition been successful, these laurels 
would have adorned the brow of his superiors. It minht iiave 
been said of liim, that be had done hia dutj-,.and ncquit'led him- 
self honorably; but ho could not hare been the prominent and 
single object of public regard; nor could ho, bj- a long series of 
common events, have risen to so bi-h an eminence, or acquired 
in so wide a sphere the admiration and confidence of the pcflple. 
For himself, for hia countrj", for niaoMnd, therefore, this cata- 
strophe, in appearance so ealaiiiitons and so deeply deplored 
at the time, should unquestionably be considered as "a wise and 
beneficent dispensation of Providence. 

It was known, that he gave jirudcnt counsel to General 
liraddock, which was little heeded. During the march, a body 
of Indians offered their services, which, at the earnest recom- 
mendation and request of Washington, were accepted, but in so 
cold a manner, and the Indians wore treated with ao much neg- 
lect, that they -withdrew one after onolhcr in disgust On tho 
evening preceding the action, they came again to camp, and 
renewed their offer. Again Colonel Washington interposed, and 
urged the importance of these men as scouts and out-gunrda, 
their knowledge ot the ground, and skill in fighting among woods. 
Relying on the prowess of his regular troopn, and disdaining 



melt aUiee, the general peremptorily reftued to recbtre diem, in 
a tone not more decided than nngraeions. Had a sconting party 
of a dozen Indians preceded the army after it croaaed t1^ Uo- 
Dongahela, they woald have detected the enemy in the ravines, 
and rovoraed the fortunes of the day. * 

General Braddock iras a hrave man and an experienced 
officer; but, arrogant and obstinate, he had the vcakness, at 
all timea'fs'' folly and id hia case an infatuation, to despise hia 
mtanfi'''Igaoiaat of tlie country, of the mode of warfare in which 
Ji^-tnu'etagSgsd, and of the force opposed to him, he refused 
connsel, neglected preoaillMmSi-«td thiU loat hia life. 



CHAPTER V!I. 

DlBtretsu ot the Frontier InhiililtanU. — Dlft^ciililca ii iili nii omcer holdliiB 
n Klni'i CDimnltilon oouMpiUa: Bank. — Washlngioa ilaits Geoenl Sliltley 
^ Boiton gpcn.thU Subject — Hii Clidm conflrBicd. — Reinnu (nd rapiUn 
ta Ui Heid-qwlen it WiDebuler. — Bmburmnineal* of bla Bllutiiin. — 
Tiitlmaplti.Df CoDSdinca la lili Ctmsler and AbUI^. 

AiTHOUOH Colonel Washington Mtirsd to a private station 
at Mount yemon, Iw did not negleot his duties to the public. 
StQI holding the office of adjutant- general of the militia, he 
circulated orders for them to assemble at certain times and places 
to be exerciHcd and revitwcil. So much wire the inhabitants 
alarmed at 'the recent suctORseH ot the eiiuniy, that their martini 
spirit rccoivcid a new impulse, and Tolunteer companies began to 
be organized. Their ardor was stimulated from the pulpit, and 
it was in a aermon to one of these companies, that tbc accom- 
plished and eloquent Samuel DaTies pronounced the celebrated 
encomium in a single sentence, which has often been quoted. as 
prophetic. After praising the zeal and couragA, which had been 
■hown by the Virginia troopa, the preacher added; "As a 
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remarkable instance of this, I may point .out to the public that 
heroic •yonth , Colonel Washington, whom I cannot but hope 
Providence has hitherto preserved in so eignal a manner for aome 
important service to his country." Thin vpsb but the echo of the 
general voice, and it is a. proof of the high estimation in irhich 
the character of Washington was at this time held by his coun- 
trymen, and of the hopes it had raised. 

Another and uiorc substantial proof soon followed. The 
Virginia legislature voted forty thousand pounds for the public 
service, and enlarged their regiment to sixteen companies. Three 
hundred ptnmds 'were likewise gmuted to Colonel Wash- 
ington, and proportion^ flonu to the other officers and privates, 
'for their gallant behavior and luaes" at tiie battle of the 
Monongahola. 

While the bill was pending, his friends in the Assembly 
wrote to him, urging hia attendance at Williamsburg, and ex- 
pressing iLcir vishcs, that he might be appointed to the com- 
mand of the army under its new organization. Interest was made 
for another person, which was known to be countenanced by the 
governor's predilections. To these letters, and particularly to 
one from hia elder brother, then a member of the Assembly, he 
replied in language worthy of himself, dignified, disinterestedi 

, firm. He aaid that he had served two campaigns, besides per- 
forming a perilous journey, had sufFcrcd much in his healtli and 
affairs, had been deprived of his commission in a way to wound 
ioB feelings, had gone out and fought as a volunteer, and that 
the result of the whole was vexation and disappointment. He 
added, however, "I am always willing and ready to render my 
country any services that I am capable of, but never upon the 
terms I have done." He did not absolutely refuse to accept the 
commanil, if it should be offered, but said he would not seek 
what he did not covet, nor be thought to solicit what he would 
receive only as voluntarily bestowed by his countrymen. Stand- 
ing on this high ground, he prescribed several condiUons as 
essential ; among others, a voice in choosing his officers, a better 
system of miiiiaiy reguiauons, niore proupjoess in paying uie 
tooops, and a tbcurongh reform, indncing acting and method, in 

.all the departmenbi for proooring snppliea. . -^.^^'^i. -^^.-i 
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,4i" No one. probably, was more surprised than himself, that 
all his requisitions tiliQuld be coiuplieil with. TIk.- appointment 
was eonfirmcd in the fullest lutituue oi Ins ilim.iiuls . with the 
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eriior B partiality for another caniiidato. and be ncquieacea with 
apparent satiaf action. In a letter to the miiiistrv. he spoke of 
Colonel Washington as "a man of great merit and tesoIntiOD. ' 
adding, 'I tan conrineed, jtGreneiil Bcttddoek had aomved, hi 
would hare recommended him to the royal favor, which. I bcf^ 
your interest in recommending." How far the minister's mtereat 
was effectual is unccrtnin; 'but no roynl favor to Washington 
evffir emaed the Atlantic. 

- J iBfliug'DDW established io a coinmund of high responsibility, 
he applied himself to the discharge of its duties with his hc- 
costomed energy and circumspect ion. Lieutcnnnt-Colonel Adam 
Stephen and Major Andrew Lewie were the field-officers next in 
mak. His head.qnnrl«rB were fixed at Winchester. After patting 
affairs in train, sending out recruiting officers, and reporting to 
4bb goremoF &a state of the old reginunt and estimates for the 
new, he ^perfifimied a toiir of inspection atnong the mountains,, 
Tisitbi^.ldI,#iB outposts along the frontier from Fort Cnmberiand 
to Fort iBimriddie on Jaduon's Biver, ^ring the necewary 
c^era, and obtaining, from personal obsemtion, aknowtedge 
•id every tliiDg within the compass of his command. Scarcely 
was this service completed, when an express orertook bim, on 
his way to Williaoisbnrg , bringing intelligence that the Indians 
had broken into the back settlements, committed ravages and 
murders, and spri^ad terror on every side. He hastened back 
to head- quarters , culled in the recruits, summoned the militia 
to HBsenible, and ordered out such a force as he could muster to 
repel the ruthless invaders. The check was timely and effectual^ 
but not such as to quiet the fears of the inhabitants, who flocked 
in tamilies from t^eir homes; and so great was the panic, th«t 
many of them continned their flight till they had croeied the 
Blue Kdge. ■■■■■> 
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There mia ii drcuinstHQto iil'thifl limu tuunctttd with Mh 
c 0111 mn nil , which cniistd dtaronlcnt both to himeclf and to his 
officpra. At Fort Cumberltind was a Ciiptiiin Dngworthy, coiii- 
niiaaioncd by Grovfrnor Shnrpo, who had ander him a eiaaW 
company of Marylund troops. Tliia ppraon hud held a roynl 
comrojSBion in the last war, npon which ho now plumed himaelf, 
rciiieiiig ODPnicnce to any provincial officer, however high in rank. 
Hence, whenever Colonel Wasliiugton whb at Fort Cumberland, 
the Mar>-iiind captain would pay no regard to his orders. Tho 
example was nnBChievoUH, and kept the garrison in perpetual 
fends and inBubordination. The affair was laid in due form be- 
fore. Governor Dinwiddie, and his positive order in the case was 
rcqnested. Not curing to venture bis aiitliority in deciding a 
doubtful qucHtion. the governor refrained from interference, but 
at the same time told Colonel Waghington that the pr*ensions 
of Dugworthv were frivolous; and ho seemed not a Itttle incens- 
ed, that a captain with thirty men should presume to dispute the 
rank of *Lc commander-in-chief of the Virginia forces, who had 
been eoramisBionod under his own hand. In short, he intimated 
to Colonel Washington, that Dagworlhy might be arrested, no- 
cording to military usage, taking care, ncvcrthelcsa , to give no 
order on the subject. 

This vaeillntion of the governor only increased the embar- 
rassment. In the first place, the fort was in Marj-land, and 
Dagworthy acted under the governor of that colony, who was 
known to encourage his claim. Again, in General Braddock's 
time. Dagworthy, on tht: ground of his olil conimisaiaii. Lad been 
put nbovo provincial officers of higher rank, "With these prece- 
dents before him, Colonel Washington did not choose lo haz- 
ard an arrest, for which he might himself be called to account. 
He was prompt, however, in hia determination, either to resign 
his commission, as he had formerly done for a aimilar reason, 
or to have this difficulty removed. 

As a last resort, it was proposed to refer the matter to 
General Shirley, now the commander-in-chief of his Majesty's 
armies in America; and it was the request of tho officers, that tho 
petition "should be presented by Colonel Washington in person. 
The proposal was approved by the governor, who consented io 
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bia absence, and funuBhed him niSx letters to the (Jeneral and 
other personB of distinction. 

Dospatching orders to Colonel Stcplicn , who waa Icit with 
the command ot the Virginia troops, he made no delay in prfpiir- 
ing for his departure. He commenced his tour on Ihe 4th of 
February, 1756. General Shirley was at Boston. A journey 
of five hundred miles was to be performed in tlie depth of winter. 
Attended by his nid-de-camp, Captain Mercer, and by Captain 
Stewart, he travelled the whole way on horseback, pursuing the 
route through Philadelphia, New York, New London, and lUiode 
bland. He stopped several days in Hie prinoipal citieB,' where 
his character, and the cnriosily to see a person so renowned for 
his bTBverjr and mtraenlons escape at Braddock's defeat, procnred 
for him much notice. He was politely received by Graneral 
Shirl^pwho acceded to his petition in its fullest extent, pving 
a pointed order in writing, that Dagworthy should be subject to 
his command. The journey was Hdvantagcous in other respects. 
The pl:ui of opitrations for t\u: (doming canipsjgn was Kplained 
to hira hy t.lic Urncral ; and lie formed acquaintances and ac- 
quired kin)wli.[[f;e cniiiienilj ustfiil to liim at a fatnre day. He 
was absent from Virginia seven weeks. 

While in Xew York, he was lodged and kindlj entertained 
at the house of Mr. Beverley Robinson, between whom, and himself 
an intimacy of friendship subsisted, which indeed cofttimied wiA- 
out change, till severed by their opposite fortunes twen^ yean 
afterwards in the Sevolntioi). It happened that Miss Mary 
Phillips, a sister of Mrs. Bofainson, and a yonng lady of rare «o- 
complishments, was an inmate in the family. The charms ci 
this !ady made a deep impression upon the heart of the Virginia 
Colonel. He went to Boston, returned, and was again welcomed 
to tlic hospitality of Mr. Robinson. He lingered there, till duty 
called him away; but hc was careful to intrust his secret to a 
confidential friend, whose letters kept him informed of every im- 
portant event In a few months intelligence came, that a rival 
was in the field, and that the consequences could not be answer- 
ed for, if he delayed to renew his visits to New York. WheOier 
tune, the bustle of a camp, or the soenes of war, had ntodersted 
his admiration, or whether he desp^red of ancoeai, is not known. 
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had predoimnated, if these colonic haa smothered .o™. 
iMlonste. and looked onlr to their commoa mteresta, wiey migh. 
"t._,» .:„gi„ ^^mh:-""! fffnrt have driven tba Franch from xhe 
Ohio, and rested m quiM tJie remainuBr ui ihs w.^ . Th — b — g 
no hope o£ eudi »ra«ilt,-H was loreBean by the TirginianB, that 
the moat atremwas atertions wonld be requisite to defend the 
long line of l.lieir frontiera ngainst tha inroads of the Bavages. 

Tin' \-~imlilv ifiidilv pmiie to a determination, therefore, 
1,, .ui. u . i.i ill. Ill-Il l I,) iifti cii hundred men, A bill was enacted 
ior ill- idiiL" iiLillil.L ii> ^iqiply Uiu deficiency of recruits, and com- 
niiji-ioiHTs wi'ie appuiuti-.! t(i snpi'rintend the business, of whom 
the Speaker d.:iiri.uin. Tlics.^ <lrafted men were to aerve tiU 
December, to be iiiuorporate.l into the army, and sul^eoted to 
the military code. By mi exprues ..b.use in the law, ,th^ could 
not be marched out of the province. 

■ Colonel Washin^n repaired to his bead-quartera at Win- 
chester. A fffir nLea oi>V "aro stationed tiiei^e, the regiment ■ 
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beitig moBtlj dispersed at difbrent poiti in the interior ao aitaa- 
ted as to afford the best protection to the inhabitantB. The eaemf 
were on the alert. ScHrcely ii day passed without new aecounts 
of Indian depredations and maeaacres. The scouting parties and 
even the forts were Httiicked, and many of the soldiers and some 
of the brayeet officers killed. So bold were the savages, that 
they committed robberies and marders within twenty miles of 
Winchester, and serious apprehensions were entertained for the 
gaiety of that place. 

Rnntors were also circulated io the disparagement of the 
axmj, charging the officers with grcss imgnlaritiea and ne^aot 
of daiy, and indireotl]' throwing the blame upon the'eotmuander. 
A ffiaticiouB peraon filled a gacette irith tales of this aort, which 
■earned for the moment to receive public conntciiance. Conscioua 
of having acted with the utmost Tigilance, knowing the falsehood 
and wickedneaa of these slanders, and indignant at so base a 
mancsoTre to stain bis character, it was his first impulse to reljro 
irom*a atation, in -which patriotism, the purest intentions, bard- 
ahips, and aaoiificea, were rewarded only with calumny and 
reproach, 

Thia -intimation was viewed bj bis friends in the House of 
Borgeaaea and the Cooncil with much concern, aa their letters 
testified. Mingling approbation with remonstrance, and praise 
with advice, they made anch repreaentations, as it waa not easy 
for him to disregard, "ITou cannot bnt know," said London. 
Carter, 'diat nothing but want of power in yonr conntry* haa 
prevented it from adding every honor and reward, that perfect 
merit could have entitled iteelf lo. How are we grieved to hear 
Colonel George WaEhiiijrton hiutiu|r to Ids country, that he is 

persuade you to SmgfA, that any lliing iuiti Iji'i'n said to your 
dishonor; and recollect, that it could not have come from any 
inan that knew you. And , as it may have been the artifice of 
one in no esteem among yonr countrymen, to raisp in you Buch 
unjust suspicions, as would induce you to desert the cause, that 
his own preferment might meet with no obstacle , I am confident 
■ HeanlnB: eaantry tht popglu bcsnoti at the laglilatiiR, or Ibi p«pla 
of VEtgloU gaunlljr. 
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f&a irill endewor to ^ve us the good efbets, sot onljr of datTv 
but of great cheerfulness &nd satiifaction, in such a service. No, 
Sir. rather let Braddocks btd be your uim, than any thing that 
mipht distolnr tboai.' hiurtls. whicli I promiee myself arc kept in 

tendancy m the Housu, I van with great truth Bay, I never hoard 
your conduct questioned. Whtnever you nre mtntioncd , it Is 
■with the greatest respect. Your orders and instructions appear 
in a light worthv of the most experienced officer. I can assure 
you , that a very great nuyontT of the House prefer you to any 
other penon." .^.i:' 

Colmel Pairfix,' hia e^l^ patron, and a member at tiie 
goveniDr'B Conndl, mote in term atiU more MothiDg. "Xonr 
endeaTom in the ««mae and defence ai jovt oonnfry mmt re- 
dound to your htnior; therefore do not let any nnarmdable inter- 
ruptions sioken your mind in the attempta you may pnrsae. Your 
good health and fortune are the toast of every table. Among Oxe 
Itnmans. bhcK a ceneral acclamation and nnblic regard, shown 
to any of their chieftains, were always esteemed a high honor, 
and gratefully accepted. The Speaker of the House of Burges- 
ses expreascd similar sentiments, in language equally flattering 
and kind. "Our hopes, dear George, arc all fixed on you for 
bringing our affairs to a happy issue. Consider of what fatal 
consequences to your country your resignmg the command at 
this tune may be ; more especially as there is no doubt most of 
the officers would follow yonr Example. I hope yon will allow 
jouT rnHng paaaioii, the love of your oonntry, to stifle your 
resentment, at leaat till the arrival of Lord Loudoun, or the 
meeting of the Assembly, when you may be sure of having justice 
done. Who those of your pretendeiJ friends aro, who give credit 
to the malicions refleotions in that scandalous libel ; I asaore you 
I am ignorant, and do declare, that I never heard any man of 
htmor.Qr >qpt{tMian speak the least disrespectfully of you, or 
CNimtejiMveqgdiietiiLand there is no well'Wisher to his coontry, 
that vraold'notibe ^watly concerned to hear of your reaigning." 

> Tke same MHcitnde was maiufested by many persons in 
difEarent'parto of the province. A Toice bo lond and so unaur 
imoas he conld not refose to obey. By degrees the {riot waa 
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nnravelled. The governor, being a, Scotehman, was sarrouoded 
a knot of his Caledonian friends, who wished to profit bj this 
aUiance, and obtain for themselves a larger share of considention, 
.&m thej could command in the pretext order of thing*. Tba 
diBoontented, and such' as thoaght thor merits nnderralned, 
naturally fell into this faction. To ia?eate diMBti«&«t)on in dm 
army, and caoso the officers to resign from ditgiut, irtndd;iiitt 
only distract the councils of the ruling part]r, but nuke room^^bir 
now promotions. Colonel Innes, the govemor'a fliTorita, mnild 
ascend to the chief command, and the subordinate places ironld-'lM 
reserved for his adherents. Hence false rumors were set afloat, 
and the pen of detraction was busy to disseminate them. The 
artifice was easily seen throngh, and its aims were defeated, by the 
leaders on the patriotic side, who looked to Colonel Washrngton 
as a pillai of support to their conte. ,<vuai' 



CHAPTER Tin. 

cBtlDoa tm lh« iDUrlor. — Fotl CDmbetlaml, - Memorial preHoted by CdIdmI 
WuhlnftoDta the Eul dI Idindoin on IbeSute at VllUary ABalA in Tlixliila. 
— OsTanun Dlmriddia Hill lai Sni^d. -~ An BxpadiUoB agidiiit Vert 
Snquene planntd l>7 Ibe Britieh ]klliil)liy> to b« nwloc tl» Caumud of 
flmenl Foitc*. — The TligliiU Atmy uigncntnl, and niill«d nltb Hie 
XilnlK TnMpm In tlili Entwpilw. 

Thb aatapaign, bdng a defenrare one, presented no oppor- 
tunilies fiar acquiring gloir; bnt the demands on die lesonrees 
and address of the commander -were not the less pressing. The 
scene Taried little from that of the preceding year, except that the 
difficulties were more nnmerous and complicated. There were 
the Btune unceaaing incursions of the savages, bnt more sanguinarf 
and teniffing, the same tardiness in the enUotmenta, the same 
tioublM irith the mililia, the same neglect in snppljing the iranta 
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of the aitny; and on ovory side were Eicnrd murmura ol' discontent 
from the soldiers, and cries of diatreSB from the inliabifunta. 

Anil what increased these veiations was, that the governor, 
tenacious of his autboritf, intmstod aa iiltlo power as possible to 
the htad of the army. Toljiltj- unaltilled in military affairs, and 
ruaiding two hundred miles from the scene of aotion, he yet nnder- 
took to regulnte the principal operations, sending esprcsscs back 
and forth, and Issuing vague and i-outradiciory orders, seldom 
aduptod to oircumstiinces, frequently impracticable. This absurd 
interference was honie with becoming patience and fortitude by 
the Commandec-iu- chief; but not \yithQut keen remonstrance to 
tho Spenkcr of the Assembly and other frioDds, against being made 
reaponsibla for military events, while the power to control (hem 
was withhold, or so huavEy clogged as to parnlyze its action, Tho 
patriotic parly in the legialature sympathized with Iiira, and would 
glfldly h^ive procured redreaa, had not Ihe governor possessed 
prerogativoa, which they could not encroach upon, and which he 
seemed ambitious to exercise; the more so, perhaps, as the leaders 
of the majority, learniog his foible in this respect, had thwarted 
many of his schemes, and especially had assimied to themsclTci 
the appropriation of the public moneys, which by auoient usage 
had been under the direction of the governor and Council. 

The summer and autumn were passed in skirmisheB with the 
Indians, repairing the old forts, and building new ones. By the 
advice oi' Colonel Washington a largo fort was begun at Al'in- 
cliester, as a depoaitory for t!ie military stores, and a rallying- 
point for the settlers and troops, should thoy be driven from Ihe 
frontiers. It wns called Fort I.oudoun, in honor of the Earl of 
Loudoun, who had now am-ceeded General Shirley in the American 
command. 

Another enterprise of greater magnitude was likewise set on 
foot by order of tho Assembly; which was aline of forts extending 
■ throngh tho ranges of the Allegany Mountains from the Potomac 
River to the borders of North Carolina, n distance of more than 
three hundred miles, thus forming a barrier to the whole frontier. 
The scheme was not liked by the governor. Colonel Washington 
disapproved it. He objected, that the forts would be too far 
asunder to support each other, that tho Indians might pass between 



Olgilrzad By Google 



fi3 

tliuni uimu-lthteil, lljiii. t}.ey wuuM L. t>]i.MiB. iiui cause the 
troops to be 80 much diaperBCii ob to prevent their being brought 
together on an emergency, thus tempting tiie enemy to come out 
in large parties and attack tbe weaker points. He believed, that 
three or four strong garriaons would conBtttnte a better defence. 
In conformity vith biiiuutmctuiiia, however, he drew np a plan 
«inbraciiig'C^di*^»oEtirenl7vdiTQe forts, and fixing thcor several. 
poriti«u^ii''EtBiBeiBtTattt parties to execute the wo^, and visited 
flifmjili yft lMf flsom time to time. On one occsdou he made • 
-tonc-ttrbnghont tiie whole lins to the soatiiem linuts o^ VirKiniB,' 
exposed to imminont danger from the savages, who boveied aronnd 
the small forts, and lay in wait to inteicept and mnrder all who 
came in their way. 

In the midst of these toils, uuofher source of vexation oc- 
curred in the nffair of Fort Cumberland. As this was now an 
outpost accessible to llic eniiniy, easily assailed from the hills 
Burroundiog it, and containing .1 l.irge quantity of stores, which 
rcquireii a guard of one hundred and fifty men, who might sudden- 
ly be cut off. Colonel Washington advised the remova.1 of the 
Btorcs to a safer positiou. The post was, moreover, in Maryland, 
and ought U> be sapported, if kept up at all, at the-expense of 
that colony. For soma xeason not explained, the governor had 
set bis heart on retaiui^ Fort Cambedand. He stud it was a 
King's fort, and he wrote to Lord Londonn in such terms, as to 
draw bonLjiim, not only a peremptory order to keep the {ort, but 
Ml' im^ed Icensurc on the designs and ctimlurt of Colonel 
Washington in regard to it. So far did the governor suffer hia 
warmth and obstinacy to carry him, that he ordered Fort Cumber- 
land to be strengthened by calling iu the smaller garrisons, and 
even drawing awjiy tlic troops from Winchester, thus deTsn^ug 
the plan of operations, which the Assembly had antboriied, and 
vhicb tbe wbole army had been employed during the season to 
i^Eect.-. ■ 

B is no wonder, that the commandet's patience and eqoa- 
nimity began to foraake him. En a letter to the Weaker, he said; 
'The late order Teversee, oon&ses, and ineommodes erear iiitng; 
to any . notiibg of the extraordinary expense of carriage, dis- 
Aj^tuntments, loues, and aUerationa, which mnst fall heavy on 
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the country. Wlience it arises, or wby, I am truly ignorunt; but 
my Strongest representations of maftars relative to the peace of 
the frontiers are diaregardeJ, as idle nnd friyoiouB; my propoaitiona 
and measures, us partial and aeltieli; and all iny sincereat endeavors 
for tlie service of my country are perverted to the worst purposes. 
My orders nre dark, doubtful, eud uncertain; to-day approved, 
to-iiioiTow condemned. Left to act and jiroceed at hazard, ac- 
countable lov the cousequencea, and blamed without the benefit 
of defence, if you can think my situation capable of exciting the 
smallest degree of envy, or affording the least satisfaction, the 
trutb is yet hidden from you, and you entertain notions very 
different Irom the reabty of the case. However, I am detennine'd 
to bear up under all these cuibarrassments some time longer, in 
bope of a better regulation on the arrival of Lord Loudoun, to 
wboni I look for the future fate of Tirginiu." 

The year was now drawing to a close. As the Earl of 
Loudoun was cspeoted soon in Virginia, Colonel Waahingtou 
resolved to await his Brrival, and lay before him a general expo- 
sition of the state of nffoirs, and, if possible, to have the Virginia 
troops put upon the regular establishment under the direction of 
his Lordship, as the only mode by which the command of them 
could be useful to his country, or honorable to himself. In 
Bnticipatiou o£ this event he drew up an able and luminous stato- 
raent, which be irausmittcd to Lonl Loudoun, then with the 
armies at the north. 

The paper begins with a modest apology for inti'uding upon 
bis Lordship's notice, which ia followed by n brief Bheivli of the 
bisliiry of the war in Virginia, and of tlie part acted in it by ihe 
author. With the diBcriminiition of nn acute observer and an 
eiperienoed officer, he tniceii :i naiTntive of events, exposed the 
errors that had been committed nnd their consequences, both in 
the civil and military depnrtnienla, explained their causes, and 
suggested remedies for the future. The communication was 
favorably received, and acknowledged in a complimentary reply. 

Lord Loudoun did not execute his first purpose of going to 
Virginia, but sununoned a meeting of several governors and 
principal officers at Philadelphia, to consult on a comprehensive 
plan for the next campaign. Colonel Wasliinglon attended the 
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meeting, where he met -with a flattering recaption from the 
Commander-m-chief, who solicited and dulf valued his connsels. 
The nisult, liowever, wuh only n partial fullilinent of his hopes. 
In tbe grand ecKemo of opcrsitions it was doeiLlcd, that the main 
efforts should be made on tbe Lnkcs and Cunad;i borders, where 
the enemy's forces were embodied, and that the middle and 
sonlbem colonies should continue in a dcfoneiyo posture. Ha 
had the SBtiBfiiction to find, nevertheless, tbal liis advice was 
fallowed in regard to local ErrangcmontH. The Virginia troops 
were withdrawn from Fort Cumberland, which was left to the 
charge of Maryland. Colonel StanwLv was statiooed in the interior 
of Pennsylvania, with five companies from the Hoyal Amerioan 
Regiments; and, allbough tbe Virginia commander was unsuccessful 
in his endeavors to be placed upon the British GStablishment, yet, 
in conformity with his wishes, ho was to act in concert with that 
officer, and" be in some sort under his orders. 

He strenuously recommended an expedition against Fort 
Dnqucsne,' believing it might be effeded with a certainty of 
success, since the French must necessarily leave that garrison in 
a weak condition, in order to concentrate their force at tho north 
to meet the formidable prepai'ations making against them in that 
quarter. Tbe wisdom of this advice was afterwards manifest to 
all{ and, had it been .seasonably heeded, it would have saved the 
expense of another campaign, besides prcvonting the ravages and 
murders comtnitt.ed in the mean time on the border settlers. In 
these views, if not in others, he had tbe bcarfy concuixence of 
Governor Dinwiddle. 

Prom the conference at I'hiladelplii^L he returned to his usual 
station at Winchester. Tho remainder of the season was pasaed 
in a routine of duties so nearly resembling those of the two 
preceding years, as lo afford little novelty or interest for a 
separate recital. Emboldened by successes, the Indians eotitinuod 
their hostilities, attacking the oolposla, and killing the defenceless 
inhabitants. In short, the service had nothing in it. to reward 
generous sacrifices, or gratify a noble ambition. As a school of 
experience it ultimately proved advantiigeous (o him. It was bis 
good fortune, likewise, to gain honor and reputation even in ho 
barren n field, by retaining the confidence of his fellow citizens, 
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and fulfilling the expectations q£ his frieniiB rn the legifklure, 
who huU pressed upon him the command, and urged bia holding it. 

But the fatigue ol' body and inind, which he Bufferci) Irom 
the Hpypritf of his Inbors, itradunilv undiirminei) hin strnniftli. and 
Ills phy^acian insisted on his retiring from the army. Ho went to 
filount Vernon, whern his diaenso settled into u fever, and reduced 
mill H.> Ji>w, ttnit 111', WHS Mulinod four iiini>lh». till liiu 1 kI. nf 
JMitreli, 17iiK. Diiiiiri! lie wns iilil.i l.n ri'mimu l.ix i;„„mi,n.\. 

Governor Dinvriddie Bailed for Englund in the month of 
■Jtiiiiiitrv. J.lis iliiDiirture viiut not reiireLti>a. H<iivi<v.<r inniiil.!.. ;.. 
hia social relations, however zcabus in the diBchnrge of his public 
trusts, he failed to win the hearts, or command the respect, of the 
people. Least of all whb he qualified to transact military affairs. 
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filled for a short time hy John Blair, President of the Council, 
till the arrival of rruncis Pau'juier, the next governor. The 
Earl of Loudoun bad been conuniasioned at successor to Governor 
Dinwiddle, but his military occupations at the north prevented his 
entering upon the duties of t!ie office. 

A brigbter prospect now opened to Colonel Washington. 
Aa soon as hia health was restored, he went back to the army; 
nnd from that time met with a heai'ty cooperation in all bis 
measures. He was happy to find, also, that his early and con- 
stant wishes were at last to be realized by a combined expeililion 
to the Ohio. Neiv energy bad been rcecntly infused in the 
Uritiah councils by the accession o( air. Pitt to the ministry. 
That Btulesuian, ulwa.ys guided by an enlarged policy, always 
friendly to the colonies, and nndoratanding their condition and 
importance much bettor than his predecesHors , resolved on n 
vigorous prosecution of tbe war in America. One of his first 
acts was a plan for the campaign of 1758, in which offensive 
operatiima were (o be pursued throughout tbe frontiers. General 
Forbes was appointed to take command of an cx-pedition against 
I'ort Duqueane, To prepare the way. Sir. Pitt, knowing the 
temper of the people, and profiling by the mistakes heretofore 
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committed, wrote a circular letter to tho coloniea moat noai^y 
concerned, and requested tbeir united nid on such terms, as were 
seceded to 'wich ul&critj', and carried inCo effect with promptitude 
and spirit, -tie proposed that n!l the eoloninl troopa aliould be 
supplied with arms, ammunition, tents, and provisions, at tha 
King's charge; leaving to the colonics no other expense, than 
that of levying, clotKing, and paying the men. It was moreover 
stipulated, that the provincial ofBccrs, whcn joined with the King's 
troopa, should hold rank according to their commissions. Hud 
this wise an'i equitable policy been put in practice three years 
before, it would have given a very different aspect to the war in 
America, by diminishing the heavy burdens of the people, pro- 
moting harmony and good feeling, producing contentment among 
the troops, and drawing out the resources and strength of the 
country in a more effectual manner. 

The Virginia Assembly met, and immediately complied with 
the requisitions of the minister, augmenting their army to two 
thousand men, offering a bounty for eoliatments, and placing tha 
whole under the general direction of the commander of bis 
Majesty's forces, for the express purpose of inarching against 
Fort Duquesne. They were divided into two regiments. The 
first was under Colonel Wiishingfon, who was likewise commander- 
in-chief of all the Virginia troops as before. At the head of the 
second regiment was Colonel Byrd. Aa General Forbes was 
detained at Philadclpliia several weeks. Colonel Bouquet was 
stationed in the central parts of Pennsylvania with tho advanced 
division of regular troops, to which the provincials joined them- 
selves oa fast aa they were ready. To fix on a uniform plan of 
action, and moke tho necessary arrangements, Colonel Washington 
had an interview at Conococlieague with that officer, and with Sir 
John St Clair, quartermaster-general of tho combined army. He 
also visited Williamsburg, to advise with the President and 
Council respecting many esaential poiuts; for he was not only- 
obliged to perform hia military duties, but to snggest to the civil 
authorities the proper modes of proceeding in relation to the 
army, and press upon them continually tho cseeution of the laws, 
and the fulfilment of the pledges contained in the recent acta of 
the Assembly. Tho arrival of Governor Fauquier had a favorable 
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influenca; as be worml; eBpoused the interejifs of tbe colonf, and. - 
showed a friendly regard £br the commander of its troops, aa well ' 
aa a just deference to his opinioni. 



CHAPTER IX. 

ColoiWI VuhlDitiHi nuuchn M Fort Oamberiud. Aeti In Cinettt irlib Colantl 
Bgnqiut. — Joiiu the m^a Anaj At BUfttDim iind«r Gvaenil Forbei. — 
Fonn> ■ Plan of Hxnih nHtad to the HoDuUliu ud Woiidi. — Commnib 
tbt idTanned DItUlon o( lb* Artny. — Captnra at Fart DoqnuHa. — Hs 
ntomi to VlrgLnlB, reslEai lilt Commliiion. und Hllres lo prtvate Lite. 

For some time Colonel Washington was activelj employed 
at WinchestcT, in collecUng and training the nenly enlisted men, 
calling in the parties from the small forts and snpplying th^ 
places with drafted militia, engaging wagons and horaea, and 
putting all things in readiness to march. There was much delaj, 
ftud llie flolJicrs began to be disorderly from inaction, and the 
inhabitants of the vicinity to nmrmur at the preeeure laid upon 
them for proiisions and other supplies, A psrty of Cherokee 
Indians, who bad been tempted to join the Mpcdition, with the 
prospect of rich presents from the King's stores, came forward so 
early, that they grew weary, diaeontenteJ, nod troubleaomc, and 
finally most of them went oS.in a fit of ill-humor. 

It was a day of joy to him, therefore, when he received 
oideia to marcb the Tir^oia refpaieuts from Winclietter to Fort 
Cumberland. This wna eEEeciad by detaobmuita, which at ihe 
same time covered the convoys of wagons and packborses. The 
whole arrived at Fort Cnmberlond early in July, except a small 
guard left at Fort Loudoun to protect and prosecute the works at 
that place. Lieutenant' Colonel Stephen bad proceeded by another 
ronte through a part of Pennsylvania, with six companies of the 
first regiment, and joined Colonel Bouquet at Baystown, tbir^ 
miles from Fort Comberiaud, and the bead-^iartera of tbe corn- 
s' 
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bined army. Both regimiinls , incliiiiing officerfl and privates, 
■amounted to about cightet'n hundred men. The illneas of General 
Furhc; detained him long on tbe va.y from Philadelpliia. During 
this time Colonel Washington continued at Fort Cumberland, and 
bis troops ivere employed, Eome as scouting parties, and othcm 
in opening a new road to Baystown and repairing the old one 
towards the Great Meadows. 

He resorted to an expedient, which proved highly beneSdal 
to the aervice. °Mj men are bare of regimental olotbiDg," aaid 
he, in a letter to Colonel Boaquet, 'and I have no prospect of a 
supply. So for from regretting this want during the present 
cii,mpaign, if I were left to pursue my own inclinntions, I would 
ni>t only order the men to adopt the Indian dress, bat cause the 
ofGcers to do it also, and be tiie first to set the example mjsdE. 
Nothing bat the uncertainty of obtaining the general ^probation 
canses me to heaitate a moment to leave my regimentals at this 
'liDitiei.a^^protjeeid'aB light as any Indian in the woods. It is an 
-^beeon&g diWy I orwh; but convenience, rather than ahoir, I 
' think -Jibonld be 'coDBUtted." He equipped in an In^an droas two 
'companies, vliitih Kad^e^ -ordered to advance to &t main "hoijij 
■and it was so'mudh apprtfred by Colonel BouqnSt, Uiat be eOcattt- 
-aged the army to adopt it. "The drees," he replied, 'takes very 
well here: We see nothing but shirta and blankets. It sboiM 
be our pattern in this eipedition." Its lightness and cenvenieaoe 
were suited to the heat of summer, and it saved expense, and 
troubli>. 

llo hiid been but a f^w ilayg iit Fort Cumberland, when ho 
learned wltli ■jrciit surprisLs that Genwal F,)rbi>s wjis hesitating 

Fort Duqitesne. Th,- road, over n-hi.-h Geiier^d Brsddouk nmrched, 
was the only one that had been cut through tho wilderness for the 
passage of wagons and artillery; and, as its eonslruction bad cost 
immense toil, It seemed incredible that any other route should be 
attempted, or even thought of, so late in the BeasoiL Hia santi- 
meats being asked, be expressed them in the most amflerved 
nlanner, and with a cogency of argument, that could hKre bvea 
vet aside only by a determination on the part of the general, 
'sfising from motires foreign to the absolnte merits of the caae. 
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Colonel Booquet, who participated ia the general's vieiva, di'sired 
& consultation with Washington on the subject. "IN^otbing," »aid 
be, 'con exceed yoar generous dispositions for the service. I see, 
with thm- ntnwit Mtis&otion, that ;on are sbove if^^et^ces of 
prqndioe, and ready to go heartily vheie.rQas(m<AO^'|M)ginent 
ahsU direct I wish iiscerely that ve may all mteitluiti^i^jHad 
tbu BamQ opinion; therefore I deure to have an interriev i^h, 
yoa at the bonaea bwlt half way b«tweeo our ctmpa." Hat, 
proposal «a« aoeeded tQj^wid the matter ma deliberately di■^ 
cussed. • ' ■. 

It was represented by Colonel WashingUm, that a great deal 
of poios had been taken formerly by the Ohio Companyi with the 
aid of traders and ladiaaa, to ascertain the most practicable ront^ 
to the westem, conatry; that the one bom Will's Creek waa 
•elected u br preferable to any other; Uiat a road had accord- 
ing been nude, over Qeneia! Braddock'a army had passed ; 
and that thia road required but alight Trails to pat it in good 
eou£UoD> Etch it anothec ronte could be fimnd, he thought the 
ocperiniBnt a faaaardous one at so advanced a ataga in the aeason^ 
aa it vould retard the openUiqns, and, he feared, ineritahly defea); 
the objects, ol the campaign, and defbr the eapturo of Fort 
Duijuesne to another yesr> Such a resnit vrould dishearten the 
colonies, which had made extraordinary cEForts to raise' men and 
money for the present enterprise, with the full expectation of ita 
success; it would moreover embolden the southern Indians, already 
disaffected, who would seize tha opportunity to commit new 
hostilities, thereby distressing tlie inhabitants, strcngtlicniiig the. 
enemy, and adding to the difficulty of a future conquest. But, 
admiUing it possible, that a now road could be made from Rays- 
towa thnwgh. Peniujivaniai yet oa advantage conld be derived 
from that did not actnally- exist in an equAl, or gc«ater degree 
in Biaddock** Rood. Forage for the horses was abondant in thg 
meailowB bordering the letter; the streams were fordable, anjl the 
defUea easy to be passoii. 

These reasons, so obvious jiiid l\)rcLI]!e, did not change thq, 
purpose, of the general, who, it was believed, had bew influeneed 
by tha Pe{^wylvsI)jana to conBtrnct ^ 9ew itoQd, which nonld be 4 
IsatiDg benaGt. to. titat provincei b; opening a more ^^reet channet 
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of mtercourse with Che West. Colonel Bouqitet, of course, ad- 
hered to the! TicwH of his general. 

There wns another project, whieli Colonel Wiiahington 
disBpprovc'J , nnd which bis ailriee prevniled (o coimloracl. The 
general proposed to march the amiy in two divisions, one by 
Bradiioek'n Rond, tbe other directly from Raystown, making the 
roud 08 it advanced. To this scheme he strcouonaly objected. 
Dividing tbe army would weidten it, and the routes were so fur 
apart, without any nienns of eonimnnicnlion between the two, that 
one diTiflion could not succor fho other in ca.io of an attack; and 
Jt was pertain the enemy would take advantage of such an overBight. 
Again, if the diviaion marching first ebould escort the convoy and 
be driven back, there wonld be a periious risk of losing the storee 
and artillery, and of bringing total ruin upon the e.vpedition. In 
short, every mischief, that could bufall a divided army, acting 
against tbe concentrated force of an enemy, was to be apprehended. 
The project was laid aside. 

Ilia opinion was likewise desired, ns to tlic bent mode of 
advancing by deposits. He mado an estimate, on the auppDsition 
of marching by Braddock'a Road, in which it was shown, that the 
whole nriny might be at Fort Dnijuesne in thirty-four days, and 
have then on hand a supply of provisiona for eighty-aevon days. 
Perceiving Colonel Bouquet's bias in favor of the general's ideas, 
he could scarcely hope his suggcationa would be rceolved. 36 
strong were his fears for the fate of the e.ipedition, that he wrote 
in moving terms to Major Halket, his former aaaoeiate in Brad- 
dock's army, and now one of General Forbca's family. 

"I am juBt returned," aaid he, "from a conference with 
Colonel Bouquet. I find him fixed, I tliinfc I may say unalterably 
fised, to lead you a new way to the Ohio, through a road, every 
inch of which is to be eut at this advanced season, when we have 
scarce time left to tread the beaten track, universally confessed to 
be the best passage through the mountains. 

"If Colonel Bouquet aueceeda in (his point with tbe general," 
all is lost, — all is lost indeed, — our enterprise will bo ruined, 
and we shall be stopped at the Laurel Hill this winter; but not Co 
gather laurck, except of the kind that covers tbe mountains. The 
southern Indians will turn against us, and Ibese colonies will be 
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dsBolated by such an acceesion to the enemj'e BtreiigtL. These 
must bo the conaequences a mlscarriBgo; and a miscan-mgc is 
the almost necessary coasequencu of an attempt lo march the 
army fay this new ronte. I have given my reasons at largo to 
Colonel Bouquet. He desired thai I would do so, that he might 
forward Ihem to the general. Should this happen, you ivill be 
able to judge of their weight. 

"I iim iminflaenciJil by prejudice, hnving mi hopus or I'cnra 
but lor the general good. Of this you may be nssurcil, and that 

These represeotationa were vain. Colonol Bou(|Utt vrus 
oniorcd to send forward parties to work upon llie new road. Six 
iTeeks bad been expended in this aiituous labor, when General 
Forbes reached the camp at Raystown, about the midillc of Sep- 
tember. Forty-five miles only had been gained by the advanced 
party, then constracting a fort ut Loyal Uannn, the main army 
Btitl being at Eaystowu, and the larger part of the Virginia tcoopa 
at Fort Cumberland. At that moment the whole army might 
have boon before the walls of Fort Duquesae, if thoytad marched 
as advised by Washington. An easy victory would have cneued; 
for it was aacertained, that the French at that time, including In- 
dians, nnmbcred not moro than eight hundred men. Under General 
Forbes si.x thousand were in the field. 

In reporting these facts to the Speaker of the Virginia 
Aaaembly, Colonel Washington said; "See, therefore, how our time 
has been misspent. Behold how the golden opportunity baa been 
lost, perhaps never more to be regainedl How is it to be 
accounted for? Can General Forbes have orders for this? Im- 
possible. Will, then, our injured country pass by such abuses? 
I hope not. Rather let a full representation of the matter go' to 
his Majesty. Let him know how grossly his glory and interest, 
ond the public money, are prostituted." About this time occurred 
the ill concerted and unfortunate adventure under Major Grant, 
who was suffered to push forward to the very doors of the enemy 
a light detachment, whicb was attacked, cut up, and routed, and 
he and his principal officers were taken prisoners. 

These proceedings, and the counsels by whicb Geueral Forbes 
aceined to be guided, were so unsatisfactorj' to the Virginia House 
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gencc, tliat the cxneiiitiOD wiiB in nroirross. uiiu luruflcen thai its 
faiiure might iia nscnuca to inc witiianiwinL^ oi thii Virginia 
regiments, ana purhaps on actiiaiiv caused uv sucii a measure, 
thu/ revoked their resoivea. anu extcndca the cemi oi service to 
the end of the year. 

General Forces hsa no eooncr taken uie command in person 
at Ka]^t«wn, than tiu cniieii tu iieaa-iiiiiirti.'rii i.;<iiuiii'j tY:iHiiiii»tt>n. 
vrho was followed i>v iiioii^ mmimnti's <\\ iiii ivfinii ui h. wiiuii iiiiii 
been piialtd at Fort. i;uiiiIjitIiiii(1. I\iit ivit lisl I iui.- rlir ntn;riiniii!i 

npjiosttlriii had i ii'Hii'ii lu [ii[> [>iiiii~ hi 'I'jiiimi. iih iiii ar.t 

ot duty, while th<>v witg in Husni'ilno. lii' niiEiiireiiiiiLiI liis IrelnifTH 
and subdued bis reluctance, iram tae same motive, tue moment 
they vrere decided anon, ana ne tnen engagea heartiiv in pro< 
motiag their execaaon. it ne was morcinca at the iittiu attention 
bitlierto pud to his advice, he was compensated tn ue aeierenca 
now shown^to his opmions and indgmeni. He attended tha 
cOHidb of vrar, and was. oomnited upon evety imporbnit meaaarQ 
by tiie general, at whose request be drew up a Una ot msrch and 
order of battle, hj wBieh lae armj conld adTaace with fscilitf imd 
safety tbrougti the woods. The fate of Braddock, aad its causes, 
were too deeply- impressed on General Forbes'a mind to be for* 
gotten or disregarded. Unaccustomed to this mode of varfare, 
more wise and less confident than hia predccpssor, he was glad to 
seek the aid of one, wbosc knowledge and experience would 
bo available, whtre valor might waste its efforts in vain, and 
discipline and strength be ensnared b; the artitici^s of a 
crafty foe. 

ScTeral weeks previously, when the first detachuients began 
to march, Colonel Washington requested to be put in the advance. 
Alluding to the troops, which were to compose the first party, he 
wrote to Colonel Bonqaet; 'I pray your interest, most sincerely, 
with the general, to get myself and my regiment included in the 
number. If any argument is needed to obtain this favor, I hope 
without TBni^ I may be allowed to say, that, from long indmacy 
with tbeie woods, and frequent soouting in them, my men an at 
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least as well ac^quointed nith all tbc priEBca and difliculticB bb any 
troojia Ihat will be employeii." The rcqiit'st iras now coinplii^il 
with. He received General ForbcB's orders to mareli with liia 
regiment; and at Lojal Hnnna Uc wbb placed at ihe licnd of a 
division, or brigade, umouDtin^ to one tliousanil niuci, wliu were 
to moTO in front of the main army, and to act as pioneers in 
clearing tliQ road, keeping out bcouIb and patrolling guards to 
prevent a. surprise, and throwing np intrinchinQntH ut tironer 
stations aa a accnnty to the deposits of iiruvisions. 11 iiiii: in 
this command, lie had the temporary rank of brigadier. 



The month of November had set in, 1 
with the artillery ami main body of the Briiiv, nrriveil nl l.ovul 
Hanna. The road wna ..■xtrcratdy bad, j 

number inlerpoeed at every step to ranse deinvH. (ii«couraireiin.'iii, 
an<1 BufTcring. The seaHon of frost had come, imd tlic HiiiiiinitK ol 
the biUa were whitened with snow. It wan no ivniiiii'r iiiai inr 
Bpirits of the anldicrs should flag, scantilv tliHlicd anil f.rd, at 



they were, anJ encountering hardships from want, expoBMrL', auu 
incessant labor. More tbEin Gfty miles, through pathless and nigged 
wilds, stitl intervened between the army and Fort Diiqnesne. A 
cuimcil of war wan held, anil it was decided to be unndvisable, If 
not impracticable, to proiecule tliu campalgu any further till the 
next season, and that s winter encampment among the mimnlains, 
or a retreat to Ibe frontier settleincnls, was the imly alternative 
that remaincil. Thus far all the anticipHlii.ns of Washington had 
been realized. , 
A mere accident, however, which happened just at thi^ crisis, 
turned the scale of fortune, and brought hope out of despair. 
Three prisoners were taken, who gave such a report of the weak 
state of the garrison at Fort Duqucsne, that the council reversed 
their decision, and resolved to hazard an effort, which held out a 
possibility of sui'ress, and ^n any event eould be scarcely more 
ruinous than the alternative first proposed. Henceforward tbe 
march was pursued without tents or heavy baggage, and with only 
a light train of artillery. The troops, animated by the example 
of the ofEccrs, performed their tasks with renovated ardor and 
alacrity. Washington resumed bis command in front, attending 
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penonallf to the cutting of tlia rood, CEtsbliBliiiig deposita of 

proviaions, and prcpiiring the wny for the main army. 

No matcrin! event occurred till the HSth ot November, when 
General Forbes touk posseaaioii tif Fort Duijuesne, or rather tha 
pin ce where it had stood. TLe enemy, reduced in number to 
about five bundred meu, and deaerti-d by (bu lailiana, bad aban- 
doned the fort the day before, set fire lo it, and gone down the 
Ohio in bonis. Thus ended an exjieditinii, in wIiiL-h more than 
six thouaand men had been eiu|iloyed for firi- mootba. Rtgoieod 
that Ihuir toils wore over, the troopa Ibrgot their sufferiogsi and 
the people of the middle [irovincea, whu liad inunnured loiiilly at 
the dilatory ninnner in which the eompaign had boen carried on, 
■were eunteated with the isBue in thifl consummation of their wishes. 
The coQlinued illncaa of General Forbes had pcrhapa operated 
unfavorably. He was eatceiuod a woiiLy and brave man, poa- 
aeseing eminent military talenta. Worn down with inlirmities, 
which had been iucroaacd by the fnttguea of thu caui[>aign, be died 
a few weeks afterwards at Philadelphia. 

The lateueas of the season rendered it impoaBiUu, that the 
Froneh sbooid attempt to recover the ground they had lost before 
the next year. It was necessary, however, that a small garrison 
should be left there, as well to retain possession of the post, as 
to keep the Indians in check and win their alliance. Two hund- 
red of the Virginia troops were ilelached for this service, by the 
express order of the general, but against the remonstrances of 
their commander, who thought tlicy had performed their full share 
' of duty. Gueeral Forbes said he bad no authority to leave any 
of the King's forces for that purpose, and the place was then 
understood to be within the jurisdiction of Virginia. This latter 
circucoBlanco was probabiy the reason, why the task of defence 
was not assigned to the Peunsylvaiiiana. Tbc French name of 
the fort wiia changed tu Fort Pitt, in honor of the niiuiator by 
whose cuunsois the expedition for capturing it had been undor- 
takeii. 

On bis return, Colonel Waahington stopped a short time at 
Loyat Hantin, where he ivrote a oircular letter lo the frontier 
inhabitants, requesting them to take out provisions to the men 
at the fort, who would ho in grcftt distreas if not immediHtelj' 



75 

■upplied, und promiBing a liberal compensation for every thing 
that should thus be furnlBhcd. He then proceeded by way 
6f Monnt Yernon to Williamsbiu^. The remainder of hia 
troopB mkrolied to WlnobeBter, vbere tfasj irent into winter 
qairters. 

For lome months it had been his detertniDatiou, if this 
campaigti should prove succesaful , to retire from his command nt 
its close. By gainriig poBsesaLon of the OliLo, thi; great object 
of the wnr in tJie middle colonicB was aceomplished; and, us he 
liad abondoned the idea of making any further sttcmpts to be 
united to the British establiahment, tliere wae no prospect of rising 
higher in the military line; so that neither hi$ duty na a citizen, 
nor his ambition m a soldier, operated any longer tu retjiia him 
in the service. The one bad been fiiithfully discharged, the 
other had yielded to die Ibree of oironmstaiicea, and to the visiona 
of ibe tranqnil enjoyinenU of private lif^, i?hicli now opened upon 
hie mind. After settling all bis pablic ecconnts, therefore, he 
resigned his commisnon the lost week in December, having been 
adiTely and shnost nnintfrmptedly engaged in the serrtce of his 
etmntry more than five years. 

Oq this' occasion he received from the officers, who bad 
served under him, a testimony of their attachment, which must 
Imve been its grateful to his feelings, aa it was honorable to hie 
etinracter. They sent him an address, written in camp, ex- 
presBive of the satisfaction they had derived from his condoct as 
commander, the sincerity of his friendship, and bis affable 
demeanor; and of the high opinion they entertained of his milit- 
ary talents, patriotism, and private virtues. 

The events of this war had a more important influence on 
the life and character of Washington, than might at first be 
supposed. They proved to him and to the irorld his mental 
resources, courage, fortitude, and power over the vfill and actions 
of otliers. They were in fact a aehooL of pra< tieal knowledge and 
discipline, qualifying him for tlic j;re!it work in ivliich be was to 
be engaged at a future day. The duties of hie station at the 
head ot the Virgina troops, and the difficulties be bad to contend 
.with during an actiTe warbie of five ycara, bore a strong resem- 
blance to those, that derolTed on him as OommBnde]>lB-cfaief of 
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tfae AmGrican urmies in the Eevolution. They differed in 
magoitude, end in the ends to be attained; but it nill be BeeU) 
afl yre proceed, that they were analogous in many striking 
yaitiouluvi and that the former were an easentiat prspuatiMt 
for tfae Utter. ', 



CHAPTER X. 

WBBhlngloii's MflMflEO. — For many Ycnri I Mrii>b*I of Ihe VlrfluW HMH* s{ 

Burstiso). - Ilia Piiraaiti auil lliibils n I'NiiilM - A Vcsu^inM ta Uh 

- Tiites an .iorly n.^.l ilEci.lr.i SM.ul iit'^'i"-' ' "H'^r iiiirjusd Sy 

Ik the course of the preceding year. Colonel Washingtoa 
had paid his addresses successfully to Mrs. Martha Cuslis, to 
whom he was married on the lith of JanuKry, 1769. This lady 
was three months younger than himself, widow of John PaAq 
Custis, and distinguished Hlikc for her beauty, accomplishneatSi 
and, wealth. She was the daughter of John Dandridge. At tlM 
timn of her second marriage she had two children^ a son and 
daughter, the former six years old, the latter four. Mr. Cuatia 
had left large landed estates in New Kent Coun^, and foi^fivo 
thousand pounds sterling in money. One tUrd put of thia 
property she held in her own riglit, the other two 4>ii:dB haag 
equally divided between her children. , 

By this marriage an aoccBsion of tnore than one hundred 
thousand dollars was made to Colonel Washington's fortune, 
which was already coosidorabla in the estate at Mount Vernon, 
and other lands which he had selected during his surveying 
expeditioqs and obtained at different times, jfo th^m^pagepwA 
of hifl extensive pnvate aSaia bis titotigbta were oow tnrnedt. 
He ilta took npon himself the gaardianil^p «{ Mra. Wfshingto^'s 



two cliiiaren, and the oue of thrir property, wUch tentt he 
^charged -with all the &hbMae«i and aasiduitf of a tktliii', till 
the son bccBine of age, and till the daughter died in her nine- 
tpenth year. This union was io every respect felicitous. It 
continued tbrty years. To her intimate acquaintnnces and lo the 
nation, the cha.racter of Mrs. Washington was ever a theme of 
praise. Affable and courteous, cseniplary in her deportment, 
reniarkablo for her deeda of charily nnd piety, unostentatious and 
■mitliout vanity, she adorned by tor domealic virtues the sphere 
of private iil'e, and filled with dignity every station in nhich she 
"wu placed. 

Wiah engaged ia the laat campaign, Colonel Washington 
-liad been deoted a rdprsBentative to the House of Burgesses, in 
Virginia, from Fredone Count]'. Havii^ determined to quit the 
milttaTj line. u)d beiag yet inclined to serve his conn try in a dvil 
(^apadtv. this clioiae of the people waa peonliarly gtatifyiDg to 
him. As this was the flrat time he haU been proposed lor the 
■popular Biiiiragcfi, hia menus urci'ii Lini to leavf^ i;ne army lor 

"be heM." isiit, rt-yurding his lUitics ill the tield us ouhveighiug 
pviirv <i<lii^i' i^i.T>,,iili'i'a1ii>u. be mi>uii.t>il a1 his tiiihI . ami Llie 
eieunuii 'vas 1 jii.^u wiihuui, hiB peraonai BOiicitauon or influence. 
There wviv h>lii- i.Maui..ute8, and he was chosen by a large majonlf 
Over an iiiB i:uiii|juiiiura. The suvceHB waa beyond hiB most 
flsngome anucipauone. 

He Ad, not estabiuh himecii at Mount vernnn till three 
months after his mamage, but contintiGd at wiiiinmHbnrg. or in 
the vicinitr oi thai pjace, probuoiv arranging tiie nEfiiirs of Mrs, 
Washincton's estate. At tlm same time thore was a acaaion of 

llJCl IKIIII'C 111 lllilL'l.'-'-l'l-, >Vairil III! (IlIMiricfl. If, WHS IIUVIIIC I.IIIS 

Bfisaiun, liial i\n ii.r;d,;rit ofci.rri.d, w-hicli haa been graphically 
described by Mr. IV'irt. "Ity a vote of the JIons(i, the Spcalcor. 
Mr. Robinson, was directed to return thwir tlianka to fiolonel 
Washington, on behalf of Ibe coluziy, for the di^tiiiguished military 
aerviccB which he haa rendered to his country. As soon as 
uoionei vfaeuingion tooa. inn Mat, Mr. koiiuisou, lu uiiediem^ 
to thiB order, and following the impnlae of his own generoua and 
grateful heart, diBcharged tlie dn^ with great digiuir, but with 
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iToiii (iiiii time [III im: Dfgiiiiiing 01 mo in.'vi>niuoii, a penou 
of liltecn years, Washington naa constantly a member of the 
House 0I' Burgesses, being relumed by a large majority of votes 
nt every Election. Tor aeven years he represented, jointly with 
another ticlegntc, the County of Frederic, nnd afterwards the 
County of Fairbtx, in which he resided. There were commonly 
two Besaions in a year, and soraotimcs three. It appears, from 
a, record left in his handwriting, that he gave his atlendanee 
punctually, and from the beginning to the end of almoBt every 
session. It was a maxim with him through life, to e;tecute 
puiiolunlly and thoroughly everj- charge which he undertook. 

His infiiicQCe in public bodies was produced more by the 
Boiindnesa of his judgment, his quick perceptions, and his dircetuess 
and undcviuting sincerity, thau by eliiqucnco or art in recommend- 
ing his opinions. He seldom spoke, never haran^ed, and it is not 
known that he ever made a set speech, or entered into a stormy 
debate. But his attention was at alt times awake. He studied 
profoundly the prominent topics nf discussion, and, whenever 
occasion required, was prepared to deliver his sentioieDts olearly, 
and to act with decision and tirmncss. 

After suitable preparations had been made, ho retired with 
Mrs. Washington to the charming retreat at Mount Temoo, 
resolved to devote his remaining years to the pursuit of agri- 
culture, with no higher aims than to increase hia fortune, cultivate 
the social virtues, fulfil his duties as a citizen, anil sustain in its 
elevated dignity and worth the eharflctcr of a country gentleman. 
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For dus iphere he ws« extreBjiil}' mil fitted, both by Ug tastes 
and his habits of baeiaeBB. In all tbe Bceaes of hie pablic career, 
even vhea his renoirn was the highest, and he was the moat 
actively engaged in great affuirs, Iherc ivas no subject upon which 
hia mind dwelt with ho livelj- iin intcrunt and pleasuru as on that 
of agricalture. Nor was tliere ever a moment, when his thoughts 
would not recur to his tranquil home at Mount Vcmoti, as tbe 
seat ot his purest happiness, or when he would not have returned 
to it with unfeigned delight. 

The occupation of a Virginia planter before tbe Bevolution 
ftttbrded little THiial^ of incidents. Few modes of eiiirtfflice 
conld be-more monotonous. - Tbe staple prodnct, partienlarly in 
the lower eonnties, was tobacco, to the culture of whidi Washington 
chiefly directed hia care. This he exported to London for a 
market, making tfae shipments in bis own name, and putting the 
tobacco on board veaaelfl, which cjimo up the Polflmao River to 
hia mansion at Mount Vcmon, or to sucli other points aa were 
most conventont. Me bad also correspondents in Bristol and 
Liverpool, to whom he sometimes consigned tobacco. 

In those days, it was the practice of the Virginia planters to 
import directly from London all the articles of common use. 
Twice A year Wasbingtoii forwarded lists of such articles to bis 
Agent, comprising not only the necessaiies and conveniences fbr 
household purposes, ploaghs, hoes, spades, scythes, and other 
implements of agriculture, saddles, bridles, and harness for bis 
horses, but likewise every article of wearing apparel for himself' 
and the different members of bis family, specifying the names of 
«aoh, and the ages of Mrs. Washington's two children, as well 
as the size, description, and qQality of the several articles. He 
required bis agent to send him, in addition to a general bill of 
the whole, the original vouchers of the shopkeepers and mechanics, 
from whom purchases had been made. So particular was he in 
these concerns, that for many years he recorded with bis own 
hand, in books prepared for the purpose, all the long lists of 
orders, and copies of the multifarious receipts from the different 
merchants and tr«desmen, who had supplied the goods. In this 
way he keptvkrpca&btmsMght of the busines*, ascertained the 
prices, oonld detect sAy iopoailioii, mismuiagement, or carelessr 



neM, and tell yrhsn any advantnge was taken of him erea in the 
nnaUiMt matter, of which, whea diecoTCrcil, he did not-ioU ito 
tmiind his correspon dents the next time he ivrote. iL > n' . 

'Darine the vhole of this oeriod. in 'short faU.^-iiidDBt^Viima 
equal to ha «nterprue in btumeu. TTia dajrbookB,- ibgertt.ituid 
letter DooKs nere all hept nv uima^: nm doei M appear, that he 
■n-iiF in ttie w.imu im iinv ocniaion,- of resortmg. to ihc am ot a 
i-i,ik (..■ -i-iM t,u-i-. jii- ii-n.iiiv areir op his oontracis. aceds. 
Miiii Dthi.'r ii.ui 'i-, r.'iriiLi^iL' it'crni knowledge ■ and accuracv. it 



was uv uo ineaLia 9ti:LU<iu<i iroiii soeiai iniercoursc witn perBons 
ot inteiugenoe anu reflnemaat. Dormg ma penods ot hia attending 
tbe^£Iall9|^«t,«llsgeas^-At^WlllulmebllBg, he imet.'Oa. teraUiiof 
^4dfi&^ £NBiaaiitieDfi.>msu lOt Vnginia; .lA^ in;»imtttKiniof<uCh» 
I (BomebmeB nobiemen, .and ain^ from the uigher 
sh society), uved m a slvie oi magnificence, which 



on n lurKU ni"i I'.ciin'uiiH ri> I'^iiiuim v mr wnicii i.m; 

aauthern planters uavu ever uecn (iifiiLiiauisiiuu. >vuen he was 
dt^hotne,- jii'daf aetdom passed WKhoot the compai^^ot ^enda 
or ^Btrangera at his boage. > .iui^^rdiuie»ithejiHnneiiiiD£>4ben 
. ^altera are often mentioned, and we find among them meigoTemon 
X^iVirtpoiiiBna Maryuma, nm nearly all Uie eeietirateu men^ 
^dtldtd^imi'iind-iniddle colooies, who were at that time and aftcr- 
iWitfda'ooiBpionoatiiui the history of tho oonntry. 

One of his neareflt neighbiirs wan George Mason, of Giinston 
Hal!, a man possc?BiiiK romiirkublo liiklU'i'tiiiil powers, deeply 

topics of dispiiLc th(;n 'existing beUveijii Kii-laiid :ind America^ 
Lord Fairfax was also a constant guest at Mount Vernon, who, 
Although eccentric, in- ilia, 'babita,. pDBaeaaed.ia cultiTated.mitBd, 
nodal qnnlitieij mititperlkA lat6«3edge of thB world;'' -Xq^Oibae 



mny he added a Inrgc circia of rctalivca hqiI acquaintances, irbo 
sought Ilia sai'kly, ami to whom liis liouae whs always open. 

Wushinguju hud a rulish for nmiiai>munts. In hia earlier 
years, as we liiLve seen, lie was fond of ntliletic sports, and feints 
of a[iilily and BtrEnglh. Wlien be was iit Wiltiamgburg or 
Annapulifl, he Cuniinonly altcniiod tlic theatricid exhibitionB, Buch 
fls wL'i'e presL'iited on thu AtiicricHn liourilH ut lliut day. But his 
eliief diversion was tliu cliuso. At the proper seaaoa, it was not 
unusual for him to go out two or thruc times in a week with 
hjrses, dogs, !ind horns, in pursuit of foxt's, ncconipanied by n 
smiill piirty of gentlemen, eitlicr his neighbors, or sueli visiterfl 
na liiippent'd to ho at Mount Vernon. It we may judge by his 
own aecount, Lowcver, ho ti>uld seldom buast of brlUiniit Succcsa 
in these excursionB. He wub not dishrnrtened by d i si ipp ointment; 
anil when the tixea eludyd his pur.iiiit, he conaoltd himself with 
the reduction, that the main end in viuw, excitement and recreation, 
Imd been gained. 

Anntlmr favprltR pxureise was fnwline. His voiilhfiil raniblefl 



emerged from the bushos at the disluneu of a few yards. The 
man raisefi his gnn, cocked it, piniiieii ii. ai. iiini, and took 
dt-'liliei'iite aim; but, without a momenta lieailation . tie rude into 
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^tfrndtSf. Miied the prowof Uia canoe; drewit tO'Iaad, diHmnd ■ 
-fais antogoniHt. and infltctcd on him a. diRetuement, t whieh lie 

nevnr .in-Mni l■h<^s^■ ti> nin i htf IkizhhI ot criTOuntenng. 

linf -n Hli.'i- T)Hv:iir o^Tuiiiitiuns. nor bis important dntief 
•ic r,r l,',';^;l:lt>>l''; III iiu' iu'n\iri<'<>. prevented Waahmgton 
fi-mn ifilimc ><« ^ii'ilvi' i->:Lr[ Lu iiKiiLV I'liiicemn of leM moment, 
wherein he could bo u.;eful lo his iri. iid^ or the eommnnity. He 
aiSiitoed trusts nt ihesoiu niinniioi oicn i -, iv[in-ii sonu-iimOB involved 
mnch liibor and rcsponsiljilitv. anil m ivlin:li he haa no peMDnri 
'interest: and cheerful))' ronuereu his services as oh arbitrttoc m 
< tattling disputes. Snch 'Vaa tite oonfidence in bis candot-and jadjp- 
Ineot, and inch hie knoWnde^to^^mmote peace end ooncordv^thM' 
he was often called upon to perfotm offices of this kind; andvtt 
TTAs rare that his decision.ffas unsstisfoctory; for, however the par- 
ties might differ in opinion, they were persuaded thac their cause 
-Conid not be submitted to n more impartial or eompeient inoge. 



occasion he gamed n ii'iuinpn oi some momi'm, ivuii ii inr. j.iumi:}', ■ 
the fiii'rgynin.n - who uvud xu ilh uavauuua uge. used ui mvuiiun 
an an instance ot his address. The old church waa falling to 
Tii!n- and it wan rennlved Cbflt another should be bailt. Several 
-liheetings were held, ana a warm dispute arose respectmg ita 
4ocatinn. the old oiii> being remote from the centre, and-'inooo- 
■Temcntiv situaieu tor manv oi the panehionera. A meeiing for 
SRttlmg the onentiiiii wiiH tlnnllv held. George MsBOn, who led 
the party that adhered to tne ancient site, maoe an eloquent 
harangue, in which iie appenlert with great effect to the sensibilities 
of the people, con jui'ing tlieui not to desert the spot coiisei rated 
by the bones ot their aQcestors and the most hallowed assod- 
^tions. Mr. Massey said every one present seemed moved by 
'~tMB discourse, and, for the momen^ he thought there would not 
'be a dissenting voice. WaiUngton then rose and drew from his 
'pocket a roll- of paper, containing sa exact survey of Truro 
^htrisb) on whioh was msiked the sHe of the old chnrch,"the 
^proposed ale~ of the- new one, and the plaoe when each 



paiiahioaar nrided. Eb' spradd Ab mtp beftn tiie andienoat 

explained it in a few words, and then added, that it wu for them 
to detenoine, whether they would be carried away by an impulge 
of feeling, or act upon the obvious pnnciijlcH of reason and 
justice. The argument, tbiis oonfirmtd by ni:ular clt'inooatration, 
was conclaBire, aud the church was erected on the new site. 

At the close of the Freoch war, be had an arduous aervioe 
to perform, as one of the comtnisaioQers for settling the military 
accounts of the colony, which wore complicated and of large 
eztenL His intimate knowledge of the nibjei^ and the ijmpathy 
he felt fOrihis companiona in anna, and all who. had aid«d the 
canae of tb^ eonatijr, were motivea for thrvwiiig task 
cbiaflf npon him, and he executed it bitltAill)r. ' 

British writers have asserted , and perhaps believed , that 
Washington's sentimGiita did not harmonize with those of the 
leaders, who resisted the aggressions of the mother country at 
the beginning of the great struggle for independence, and that he 
was brought tardily into tha measnrGS of opposition. This opinion 
probably arose from the circumstance of his name not being 
mentioned among the conspicuous actors, and was strengthened 
by the spurious letters ascribed to him in the Urst part of the 
war, of which more will be said hereafter. These letters were 
first published in England, and so artfully written, that tbey 
might easily mislead those, who were willing to bo deceived on 
the side of their prejudices and wishes. It is nevertheless true, 
that no man in America took a more early, open, and decided 
part in asserting and defending the rights of the coloniea, and. 
opposing the pretensions set up by the British goyemment. In 
the Virgiiiiui ic^islnture he went heart and hand with Ilcnry, 
Riindolph, I.ep, IVyttie, :uui Ihe other prominent leaders of the 
time. HiB opinions and principles were consistent throughout. 
That be looked for a conciliation, till the convening of the first 
Congress, and perhaps till the petition of that Congress had been 
rejected b; the King, there is no doubt; and so did Franklin, 
Jay, Jefferson, 'John Adams, and probably all the other master 
apirita, whoigaTe'tte'tonA.to public aentimoil and actioD.' . 

Hia;dii^Mi)batiinihi«f the IStamp Act waa expreaied iit 
unqualified tehitli', B» tfoka of it, in a letter written at the timet 
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U an 'anconstitntioiial metbod of taxaUont" and "a dircfal attack 
Oflitihe'-Ubertiai ot the coloniala." And Biibefqiitiitly lie said, 
^Sfli^'iepeal of the Stamp Act, to whaiiivLT Ciuisc owiiic, oiiplit 
jaocli to be r«!joiced at; for, h-.fi ilic l'ai-li:iiin iii of Ctm lirilain 
resolved npon enfordng it, ihu cnii'-f tnu'in.i.-i^, 1 i niRcivr, would 
tavo been more direful thiiii is g^nLTiilh- .iiiprehi}inii:i), botli to 
the mntbcr country iind lior ci.loiiii-s. a"iI, tb.TrforP, wlio were 
inBtruniciital in proturinf; tho repcid, ure tiititlpii to the thanka 
of every British Bubjtcl , ami liavc mine cordially." He waa 
pHsent in the Virginia legislature, tvhen Palrick Heary offered 
Ub detebrated resolutioiii on inlrjeot. ' I haye fooiifliitt tWord 
of hia vote; but it majr be presumed, from his irelT-knoiim aenti^ 
mCQts, and from bb &«nlmeas' in arowing -them, AibbamteMia 
the ranks «f the patriotic part;, to whic^ be eTer'nftriivatdB 
rdidted'liitfin(Mt''Zesl<nB>Btippbrti ■' ■ ■', ..lyr.M",-"/? 



criAi'Ttn; xi. 

Lmdi jromlBBd to tin OtSceri »nil SuIiILctb in iho Kreucli Wnr. — Pirfonm 
■ Toar ts tbo OUa and K«nlii«u Riren fur the jiurpose of I'IkiIiik tho» 
Luidl. — TatM in Mfin Put U dlffinnt Times In The ProcCHllnRa al On 
'nrglnll TMBlMJUm In defending Ihe BighIB nl thn Coloiilia. — 1<I> Oplnlnna 

Ullllil. — A nilspilo 111= Er-I uiirf sttonil VjrBiiiiii CumviiehIous. — 

TllB spirit of discontent nod opposition dlSaspd itself 
rapidly in all the provinces. In the manth of April, 1 769, jnst 
before the assciubliag of (he Virginia legisluture, Colonel Wash- 
ington received sundry papers, containing the resolves and 
proceedings of the merchants ot Philadelphia. These papara 
be comnranicated to bis neighbor and friend, George Uason, 
Booompanied by a letter, in which he dedared Ida own ofMuiona 



86 — 

in ft tOM ot Boaegj ind dediioti, that coold teave no room to 
donbt, BB to Ua aense of tha matter, and the groirnd he was 
prepared to take. 

"At a time," eaid he, 'when our lordly loaBters in Great 
Britain will be BBtiefied with nothing less than the deprivation of 
American freedom, it seeme highly necessary that something 
should be done to avert the stroke, and maintain the liberty 
nhicli have derived from our anceatora. But the manner 
of doing it, to aniwer the porpoee effectual^, is tha point in 
quesUon. 

"That no quo abonld scruple, or beaitate a momeot, to njie 
aima id defence of so valuable a blessing, ia cleariy my opinion. 
Yet arms, I wonid beg leave to add, should be the lest resource, 
the dernier retort. We have already, it ia eaid, proved the 
inefficacy of addresses to the throno, and rcmoastrancee to 
Farli.iment. How- far, then, their attention to our rights and 
privilegc9 is to he awakened or alarmed, by starving their trade 

'The northern colonies, it appears, are endeavoring to 
adopt this scheme. In my opinion it is a good one, and must 
be iLttended with salutary eifucts, provided it can be carried 
pretty gcDerally into execution." 

These sentiments were conlially reciprocated by Mr. Maaon, 
who agreed that steps ought iuimetliately to he taken to bring 
about a eoncert of action between Virginia and the northern 
colonies. This gendemaot who aftenrards drafted the first 
eonstitntioD of Virj^nia, and was a akiifal writer, drew np a 
series of articlea in the form ot an Association. The Burgesses 
mot in May, and, as Mr. Mason was not then one of their number, 
Wnsliinglon took charge ot the paper, with the view nf laying it 
before tlie Asseiiilily. As soon Ha tljc iiure«ssi.'s li^iil come 
together, and gone through with tbe fornis of opening the session, 
they proceeded to consider the late doings of Parliament, and 
passed several bold and pointed resolves, denying the authority, 
of Parliament to impose taxea and enact laws hostile to the 
ancient liberties of the colonists. The governor. Lord Botetourt^ 
deservedly popular for his amiable manners and the real intarest 
lie felt in the weUare of the people, and at heart opposed to the 
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nii^ftterial pretenBMns, oonid not, in justice to hi* lOTerrign •ami 

the trust reposed in him, silently witneas these symptonia of 

disnffcction nnd disobedienc<>. Ho went the next day to tiM 
Capitol, KUTnm[)!ii:il lliu Harpeeses to mnct him in the cODndl 
chamlitr, nn<\ tlitru iiisfiolved the Assembly. Not intimidated by 
this exercise of the prerogative, although a virtual reprinutnd, 
they forthwith repaired in a body to a private honae, and 
nnanimoualy adopted the nan-importation agreement, xhieh had 
been prepared by George Mason, and presented by Washington. 
Every member anbacribed his name to it, and it was then 
printed Md dispersed in Ao, coantry for tbe ngnrtnras'.of the 
people. 

Washington waa sornpoloas in observing this agreement; 
and, when he sent liis eastomuy annual orders to London far 
goods to be used in his flimily, he stricfly enjoined bis corre- 
spondents to forward none of the eonmerated articles, unless tbe 
o{rem<ive acts of Parliament should in the mean time be repealed. 

In the midst of hia public engagements, another aEhir, 
estrciiiclj- vexrttinuB in its details, employed much of hia attention. 
Tlie claims ol the officers and soldiers to lands, granted by 
Governor Dinwiddie as a reward far their BOrvieea at the begin- 
ning of theFreneh war, met with innnmenfale obatacles tat a long- 
time, first from tbe minisby in England, and next bora die 
anthoriUes in Tirginia. By his unwearied exertions, howererT 
ud these alone, and moeQy at hu own expense, the matter 
ms at last adjnated. Sor did he remit hia efiorts, till every 
officer end private eoldier had reeeiTed hia dne proportion. Vfftet* 
deaths had oconrred, the heirs were sought out, and their claims 
Teiified and allowed. Even Vaiibraiim, wljo was believed to 
have deceived him at the cupitnliiiion uf the Great Meadotrs, 
Bud who went as a hostage to Canada, ihi'nce to England, and 
never returned to America, was not forgotten in tbe distribution. 
Hie shsro waa reaerved, and he was informed that it was at hia 
.diaposal. 

While this buaineas was in progress, Washington reMlved 
to visit the western lands in person, and eelect for the sorv c^l 
mdb tracts as woold haw an hitrinsio yilwe, botk in regard to 
Ih^ location and qiudi^. This was Ae more important,, aa it 
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was necessary to Cake die land in Iarg« trKt», and then dirida 

it according to a prescribed ratio. 

Ill tie autumn of 1770, accompsnied by hie friend, Dr. 
Cra.ik, who had been bis companion in arms at the biittlca of tho 
Great Meadows and of the Slonongiihtla, hu pcrfarmed a. tour 
of nine weeks for thie purpose. Proceeding to Pittsburg on 
horEcbock, be there embarked in a canoo, and descended tho 
Ohio River to Ihe Great Kenhawa, a distanee o£ two hundred and 
sixty-five miles. 

At that time there were no iobabitanta on the Ohio below 
Pittebnrg, except the natives id the forest. A few traders had 
wandered into those regjons, and land specnlatois iiad sent ont 
emisiaries to explore the conntry, bat no pennsneiit settlements 
had been formed. He was attended down the river by William 
Crawford, a person accustomed to the woods, and a part of the 
way by Colonel Croghan, distinguished for Km knowlcdi-c of 
Indian afiairs. The voyage was fatiguing and somewhat hazardous, 
as they were exposed without shelter to the inclemency of the 
weather, and no one of the party was experienced in the navigation 
of the stream. At night f bey landed and encamped. Occasionally 
they walked through the woods, paving the canoe in charge of 
Uie (Mxeni^: '/Chf?' '"^'^ '^^"^ enabled to inspect the Unila, and 
fbrm-a ju^gment-of the soil. Washington was also gratified to 
meet Mveral of his former Indian friends, who, iiearmg of his 
journey, came to see him at different places. Among others, ho 
TOCOgnited a chief, who had gone with him to the fort on French 
Creek, sixteen years before. They all greeted him with much 
ceremonioas respect, making epecches according to their manner, 
welcoming him to their country, exhibiting their usual tokens of 
friendship and hoapitality, and expressing a desire to maintain a 
pacific intercourse nith their white neighbors of Virginia. 

After arriving at the mouth of the Great Kenhawa, ho 
ascended that river about fourteen miles, and examined the lands 
in the viuinity. He had an opportunity, likewise, to practise his 
favorile amusement of hunting. BtiSaloes, deer, turkeys, ducks, 
and other wild game, were found in great abundance. Pleased 
wiA ihe aituMion, wpeet, and reMuroea of the connby, he selected 
-nriona ttvota of hud, -jrhich yrere nhlpiately inrr^d uid 
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The crisis was now BODroaching, which was to call Wash- 
ington from hiB retreat, sna to engage nun m tne widen aphera 
oi puoiic action. The compuuniB. remonEtranceB, and loiLr spin* 
ol the coloniita had wrought no other imDression on the British 
minisny. man to confirm mem m laeir uHiuHions. anu giimiuHie 
iliem 10 new acts oi encroacnmcni, ana Beveruy. misuKing tae 
Cdis 01 lusiice lor tne ciamor oi laotious oisconieni. ana eager 
to complete dv tne arm oi nowrr mc worK. wnicn mev naa 




the farmer AsBembly. In the menn time Lord Botetourt died, 
and the Earl of Dunrooro Booceeded him as governor of Virginia. 
The temner shown bv the Burgesses, at their first meeting after 
lie took pOBBesaion at tne goremnient. was not aoco as to maka 
hun deairons at tueir aid. so long as he oonid diapenta with it. 
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which threatened destruction to their civil rights and the evils 
of civil war, anil to give th^m one htart and one mind firmly to 
oppose, by all just and proper moans, every Injury to American 
rights." The governor was alarmed at these symptoms, and 
digsolved the Ilouae the next momiug. 

Not to be diverted from their purpose, however, llio delegates 
repaired immediately to the Raleigh Tavern, eighty -niue in 
number, organized themselves into a committee, and drew up and 
signed an Association, in whfrh , nfter e.ipreaning in strong 
language their diss atiaf action with the late doings of the British 
Parliament, and their opinion that the vital interests of all the 
colonies were equally concerned, they advixed the Committee of 
Correspondence to communicate with the Committees of the other 
colonies, on the expediency of appointing 'deputies to meet in a 
general congresa. Although the idea of a oonj^resB was in the 
minds of many persons throughout the continent, had been 
Buggested hy Jranltlin llie year btfore, and proposed ia town 
meetings at Boston and New York, yet this waa the first public 
assembly by which it waa formally recomroendod. As the 
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governor had diBEoWod the legialatare, and no other haiinega 

SGemed neuesaary to be tlone, muay of ihe ilulegates rutumsU to 
thoir homes. Such ub stayed behind, attended the rcliglolu 
Bervicea on the day appointed for the fiiBt. Washington writes 
in his Diary, that ho "went to church, and fasted all dity." 

While they were waiting to perform (hia duty, letters wore 
received from Boston, giving an account of a town meisting in 
that pliice, and a resolution to call on the inbnbituntfl of the 
colonies generally to enter into nn agreement, that ibey would 
hold no further comtnurcial intcrcourBC with Great Britain, either 
by importa or exports. Twenty-five of the lato delegates were 
still in Willianisburg, among whom was Washington; and, on the 
2Bth of May, they met to consider the snbjeot. On one oascntial 
point they differed in opinion; iind, as their number was HmaO, 
they thonght it not proper to determine upon any public act, 
wbivh should go abroad aa the presumed sense of the colony. 
They did no mare, therefore, than state tlie miittur clearly in a 
circular letter, and reeommcnd a meeting of depntics at Williams- 
bnrg on the 1st of August, for the purpose of a more fiill and 
deliberate discussion. The circular was printed, and distributod 

The membcrB, who dissented from the proposition in its 
eoniprebensive form, were not satisfied as to the prohibition of 
exports. Alt agreed, that the non-importation compact should 
be strictly adhered to, and even enlarged, so as to include ovary 
article except such as were indispensable for commnn use, and 
iMuld be obtained only from Great Britain. I'^xports stood on a 
different footing. Large dubts were due to merchanls in England, 
which could bo paid in no other wny thuu by exporting produce 
&oni the colonies. To withhold this produce was in effect a 
refusal to pay a Just debt. Wiishington was strenuous on thifl 
head, and insisted, that, whatever might be ilone prospectively, 
honor and justice required a faithful discharge of all obligations 
previously en ntractod. The reply was, that the eolonisls, after 
all, were llie greatest sufferers, that tiie English mcrchaots could 
not expect nn exemption from the calamities bi^ught upon ihu 
nation by the weakness or wickedness of their rulers, and that 
tlie debU irould in the end be paid. He was not oonvinned by 



Digiiuefl by Googlt 



"91 

Ais vuaodng. At aajr nte, lia wu not willing to mAa it IIm 
buia of action, tQl other leas objectionable methode fhoold be 
foQiid unuvailing. 

In conformity to the advice of the circular letter, meetinga 
were held in the several counties, resolutions were adopted, and 
delegates appointed to meet in convention at Williamsburg on 
the Ist of August In Fnirfnx County, Washington presided ai 
chairman of the meetings, and was one of a committee to prepare 
a series of resolves expresaive of the sense of the people. The 
resolveB dLCmselves, twenty-four in all, were drafted by Georg^ 
Mason; and they constitute one of the ftblest and moat luminous 
exposituns of the points at issue between Great Britain and the 
golonies, wbich are to be found among the public docaments of 
that period. Embracing tho great principles and facts, clothed 
in A nerrone and appropriate style, they arc equally marki^d with 
dignity, fltmneBS) intelligence, and wisdom. They are moreover 
of special intereat as containing tiie opinions of Washington at a 
critical time, when he was soon to be raised by his countrymen 
to a station of the highest trust and responsibility. 

The ConireiitioD met at WiUiameburg un the day proposed. 
Washington was a member from Futrfax County. One of the 
prindpal acts of this Convention was to adopt a now Asaociatlon, 
more extensive in its prohibitions than tho former, and fixing on 
certain times when all further intercourse with British merchants, 
both by imports and exportsi was to be suspended, unless the 
oSensive acta of Parliament ahoold prerioDsly be repealed. . In 
its general features, this Assooiation iras nearly the saina as the 
Fairfax County Resolves. After sitting «x days, appoiotiDg 
Seylon Randolph, Richard Henry Lee, George Washington, 
Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, Benjamin Harrison, and Edmund 
Pendleton delegates to the general Congress, and furnishing them 
with instructions, the Convention dissolved. 

' Tin dup appointed throughout the colonies for the meeting 
of fhfi'^t 'Orii^Ke&, at Philadelphia, was the 5th of September. 
Two pt Waib^gti^'^ assoinates, Mr.. Henry and Mr. Pendleton, 
8t{)ppej,^tli^ '^y'»t Meant Vernon, whence they all pursued 
their jonniiijr-^'gjtt^, and were present at the opening of the 
Congress. The proeeedinga of thU assembly need not here be- 
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MiXAiWd. A« Ibe debate* were' nem made puUie, Ibe 
perfbrnied by each indiTidnkl cannot now be known. It hM only 
been BBCertaiaed, tbat Dickinson drafted Ihc petition to tbe Kbg 
and the address to the inhabitatits of Quebec, Jh^ tbe addreii 
■I to tbe people of Great Briuin, and Lee tbe memorial to the 
inhabitants of tbe' British colonies; state pupers of great historical 
valae, which extorted a eulogy from Cliathani, and which will 
erer be regarded as among the nbleat epccimcna of practical 
talent and political wisiloia. 

• Mr. Wirt relates an anecdote of Washington, which shows 
m what eatimation he was held by the members of the first Con- 
gress. Soon after Patrick Hem; returned home, faeuig asked 
"whom he tbonght the greatest man in Congress," he replied, 
°If you speak of eloquence, Hr. Bntledge of South Carolina is 
by far die greateBl orator; bdt, if yon speak of solid informntion 
and sound jndgneiit, Colonel Washington is iin questionably the 
greateat man on that floor." * This opinion was verified by 
every act of hit life. His knowledge, on tlie sobjecls to which 
he gaye his attention, was most thorough and exact; and all the 
world has agreed, that no other man has given sueh proofs of thp 
soundness of his judgment 

The business of the' Congress being oTet; Washington went 
back to &e oci^pntiona of his fiinn. Little Insure was left him, 
however, for these fevorite pursuits. It had long been a cnstom 
in Yir^nia to form independent companies for military discipline. 
These companies chose their own ofRccrs, adopted unifonne, nnd 
provided tbemselvcs with colors, arms, and drums, but were 
governed by the general regulations of the militia laws. Com- 
panies of this description bad recently been encouraged by 
Governor Dunmore, who had an Indi.in war upon his hands, and 
was fitting out a formidable expedition to the West. 

Their martial spirit was quickened, when it was perceived 
that their services might be wanted in a cause of vastly gr^t«r 
moment. As tbe firat military character in the province, Colonel 
Washington was mnch consulted by the officers, and bis counsels 
were implicitly followed. He had hardly returned from flie 

• Llfa of Fitrick Hem;, Sd adiUoD, p. 11& 
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CongrCBH, when lie was Bulieited by iho Imlfpmulent companj' 
of I'rinco Willluin County to tuko commnnJ of them na liohl- 
ofticer. Otiier compunies Uuiilered liini the anmi: honor; and it 
BQemed to bo the unanimous oxpectation of the people, that, in 
the uvent ot a. war, he would be placed at the head of tho Virginia 
forces, ne yielded to tho Bolieitutlone uf the companies, reviewed 
them at the diftercnt poinls of rendezvous, animated them by his 
example; and hia advice nod inatrtn^lions were received by them 
RB orders, which they were bound to obey. 

The second Virginia Conrention met at Richmond on ih:' 
20lh of March, 1 7 75. Waiiliiiigton allendeii as a delegate. 
The proceedings of the general Congress were first taken up, 
examined, discusBed , and approved. I'lilrick Ifenry then intrn- 
dnced reaolutions to establish ii more efDeicnt system of embody- 
ing, arming, and disciplining the niililiu. This proposition whb 
Startling to some of (he members, who tliuugiit so bohl a sfep 
premature, till the result of tbo last petition to the King should 
be more fuliy known. It was carried by a majority, however, 
who, like Washington, after the experiments already tried, had 
no faith in tbe bucccbs of petitions. A committee, of which 
WaBhiiiglon was a, member, was acconlingly selected to report a 
plan. Uel^rcnce would naturally be paid to bis superior knowl- 
edge and experience in mililnry affairs, and it may be presumed 
that the scheme was eliicily moiielled by him. In defendini; the 
above resolutions, Patrick Henry made tho celebrated speech, in 
■which he said; " We must fightl I repent it, Sir, we must fightl 
An appeal to arms and tbe God of heats is all that is left usi" 

The Convenlir)n next took notice of the inlemnl stale of the 
province. To remedy the wania, which the people would suffer 
Ihjiii the cessation of imports, it was proposed to devise a plan 
for the encoiiragetncDt of nrts and msnufnetiires. Washingtnn 
was likewise on tbe committee for dlgesling and preparing this 
plan. Various nrliclcs were enumerated, meet essential for use, 
which it was believed might be mannfaetnrtd in the colony, and 
metbods were indiciiled for nccomplishing so dcainiblc an end. 
The people were advised lo form themselves into societies and 
committees for mutual infelligenee and uiii, to offer premiums, 
and to promote the eulluro of wool, cotton, flax, and hemp. 
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Tke mAnben of the Convention ^iprt'ed, thai ihcy would use 
home iDflnnfactareB in preference to anj others, and recommended 
thh pHtriotic practice to their conatitaents. 

The former dolegftte* wore rccboMn to reproieut 'Vn'gini& 
in the next Coatinental Congress. On the da; tbis choice wai 
Dude, Washington wrote to hii brother, approving bis zeal m 
fraining an. independent compai^, and adding; 'I Hball verji' 
deerfollf a>»^t the bonor of commanding it, if ofleauon require 
it to be drawn out, aa it ia mf full intontum to dmoto mf life 
and fortune in the cause we are engaged in, if aeedM." d^e 
time of need sooii arrived. 



CHAFTEE XII. 

Sdile ol lit Jumr. — Bit IntunHm* v-llh CoignM. — HmamtBi ARMn 
d«olv* an him. 

When tbc RGcond Congress aaacmblcd, on the 10th ofMay, 
1775, tbc rcluliuna botween the colonics iind Great Britain Iwd 
Bgenmed an uspect no longer doubtful. The petition of tbc former 
Congress, thuugh reocived by the King, bad been treated with 
ailent neglect, aud had produced nu I'liiiiipi' jiic^i'un"' or pur- 
poae. The tone of the ministry and proif.uoin;:', i.i' pLirlinment 
indicated a fixed determination to piTsuverc in lli.'ii- uppressive 
demands, and to achieve by force what ihuy couli3 not effect by 
tbe menoeea of power, or the terror of Uie civil arm. Uostilitiea 
bad in fact commenced. The tragical day at Lenngfon and 
Concord had occurred. The inexcusable rashness of General 
Gege, ID sending troops into the country on an errand of plunder 
and bfoodahed, had reused the indignation of the inhabitants; 
and the yeomanry of New England wNO flying to anae and 



1 (hn 



respectable lor uuinbcra, strong in spinl and the justice of their 
cauiie, hiid cutlected in tbc Ticinit}' of Boston, prepared for 
oombut, and resolved to resist aiiy lurlher enL-roacIunents of tbs 
now declared eneoiioB lo their oonnlr)-. 

Sueh wHH the crisis, which preaented ilaell' to the Congreaa 
wben they met, imd which culled for the cxcrciee ol' all their 
wiiidam and RnnneES. Notwitbs landing the hope, perhaps belief, 
cntertuincd by many , that a reeoncittntion would stili take plu.ce 
(HI honorable and satisfactory terms, yet ull perceived the neces- 
Bity of prompt iind decided aelion. To shrink at this nidinent, 
to temporize and dehiy, would be a confeBsiou of wealmess, an 
evidence of irresolution, which might prove of incnieulnble injury, 
liulh by dampinir the nrdnr ol the Americtins, nnd by slrengthGD- 
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Congress iii si nniccoili'a id eniimiicr riie state of the countr)', 
a.nd lo provide jnr iicieiici'. i.ouirniLii'ea were iippointcd to 
prepare rcporlK. ami ii is ii nniiii ut me estimation in which the 
practical talents unii exneriunce oi waHiimi^on were lietd, that he 
was chairman oi an uioru crimniillees : lirHU for reeomniGnding wliot 
posts should be occupied in the province of New York; secondly, 
for devising ways and means of procuring Bmniunition and militai'y 
stores; thirdly, fur making an estimate of money necessary to bii 



mised; fourthly, for prepanng Tnlei and legulatioiw for the 

goTCmment of the army, Bf Toting unammouely. that 'tlieae 
coIoDica be immediately put into a stati: <>l ili'fciKi;. Gongreu 
virtuullv assumed a control over thu mihtiirv npi ijiruins of the 
wbole. and the basis of their plans n-ii-i \:.td .m^uidui j;ly. From 
thut lime the InTces under the direction ut Umgrexs were Called 
the ContmenCul Armv. Ihcy also resolved to ruiae ten companiM 
ot ntlemeti lu I'fnnnvlvu,niu , Marvland, and Virgmia, which were 
to muruh acid ii>m tbe army near Boston aa soon na poasible, and 
to bo paid by the continent. 

Ihose preliminary arrangements bein{; finished, the next 
thing was to appoint a Commander- in -uhicf of tho American 
armies. This was a task of more delicacy and .dilficulty than 
might at first be eiipposeii. Mnny coDSiderationa -were to be 
weighed^ faeaides the personal qualifications of any individual for 
that higb gfttion , either as to character, abilities, or military 
skill. In the (Irat place, it uas essential that he should be 
acceptable to uU the colonies, ujid partieulary to such. as. Irom 
thi:Lr poBitirm or eslent. would be compcliud to tiike thts largest 
shave in the war. OUiUrwiaQ local fuidiiuBiee and discontents 
might spring up. which would defeat the heat laid schemes, and 
possibly ruin the CiUise. Next, there weru olfiecrs in the countrv. 
older in vears than Colonel Washington, who had acquired a 
Tepatation in the last war. and whose services would be necessary. 
To pass over such, as should be thought by Ihemsclves or their 
friends to bive higher claims, on the soora of former rank and 
standing, a point on iHiicb miUtaiy men are always so senulive, 
might bo a hazardous experiment. Besides, the troops already 
in t.hfi field were whnllv from the New V'rclnnd nriivinecs, and it 

iroHi uic souiii. with ■whom no one amoiiLT iiicin oaa a personal 
acniiiiiiilan^e. and who couia not Ue supiioseu to uiiuerstaiid their 
baoits. loenngs. anil prepossessions. GcncrHi Ward, who had 
hiiherto been at tiio Head of mo army by the appoiniment of 
Massachusetts, anu whose commiinu was cheerfully acquiesced in 
by the other New Englaod colonies, was an olGccr of expenened 
and ability, and it was questionable in what light an attempt to 
snpersede him might be viewed. -. 
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Tliesu difficuIticB wero (Jeoply felt by the members of Coc- 
gresB, Hnii exaTiiinpd in all tUeir bearings. Nor had they Come 
togelhtr without proviously pondering ihv eiibjeul, nail ascertaining, 
as fur ne they could, the views of men of infiucnco in difforent 
[ilurea. From the first Congress ihcy hjid gone home wilb most 
LivorHble iniprcsBlons of thu character and talents of Colonol 
Washington. All the world acknowledged his mililuTv accompUah- 
inentB, intellectual resources, courage, coolness, and control over 
thu minds of otbers. Five years' cxperienco, in » responsible 
and arduous aarvice, had flffordod ample prooffl of these qualities. 
It was fortunate, also, that political motives conspired to fix tho 
choice on him in preference to any other person. Virginia was 
powerful in wealth and numbers, aud doubly bo in its men of 
brilliaiit parts, who had i>Bpoused the cbubc uf the eontlnent with 
a spirit and resolucian, which bad nowhere else been BurpaesGd. 
To lake the commander of the American armies from that province 
was a dictate of policy, which the wise and prudent would not 
overlook, and noue but the narrow-minded could diaapprovc. 

It should be said, to the credit of the New England delegates, 
that, they were among the foremost to propose, and the most 
zoatous to proiuDlc, thu appointment of Colonel Wushington. A> 
the contest bad begun iu Massachusetta , the inhabitants uf which 
had been the chief sufferers, and as thu esisting army waa mostly 
raised there, it could not havo been thought an extravagant 
aSBumpl.ion, lm<! that colony .ispired to the honor of furnishing 
a Citmiiiander-in-chief. But, happily for America, the patriots 
of that dayroae far above the sordid aims of selfiahnuEa and party 
rival ships. 

Willie tlie dt»cuB9ions were going on in Cungrcea rcspotning 
military prfparalioiis, Mr. John Adums, one of the dolcgntca from 
UaBSHctiuautB, moved thai the army, then besieging the Qrilisli 
troops in Boalon, should be adopted by CongresB as a Continental 
nrmy; anil, in the course of bis observiitiouB' enforcing tbia 
motion, he said it waa hia intention to propose for the africe of 
Comniaodcr-in-chief a gentleman from Virginia, who was at that 
lime ft member of Ih^ir own body. Mm renmrks were so pointed, 
thdt all preaent perceived them to apply to Colonel "Washington, 
who, upon hiMiring this refarencc to himeulf, retired from his scat 
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and withdreir. Wlien the day for the appointment arrived, die 
nominatioii made by Mr. Thomaa JohnBon, of Maryland. 
The dtoice itm by ballat, and, on inspeeluig the votes, it wu 
fonnd that Colonel Washington iw' wtaoimonBly elected. Ab 
soon as tiie result iraa ascertained, the Hoose adjourned. On 
the cancelling of Congress t]ie next morning, the president com- 
municated to him oificiuUy the notice of his- appdntment , and he 
rose in his place iind signified Us acoeptanoe in a briet and 
appropriatp reply. 

After oxprcs^ing his thants for the signal honor done him 
by Ceng;v=s, atii! lil;^ concern, " from the conaciousneBS that his 
aLilitii',- ■ni-] iiiililiu-j experience might not be equal to the exleii- 
sive nnd important trust," ho added; "Leat Home unlncky event 
should happen, uofavornble to my reputation, I beg it may be 
remembered by every gentTeman in the room, that I this day 
declare ^ith the utmost sincerity, I do not think myself equal to 
the command I am honoied with." Before the election it had 
been voted, that live hundred dollara a month should be alloved 
for the pay and expenses of the general. On this point he sud, 
"I beg leare to assare the CongreBs, that, as no pecuniary con- 
sideration conld have tempted me to accept tliis ardnons employ- 
ment, at the expense of my domestic eaie and happinesa, I do 
not wish to mske any profit from it I will keep ao exact account 
of my expenses. Those, I doobt not, they mil dtachargc ; and 
that is sill I desire." 

The appointment was made on tlie l.'ifh of -Tune. Fonr 
days afterwards ho received his commission from the presicient of 
Congress, in which he was declared to be Commander-in-chief 
of all the forces then- raised, or that should be raised, in the 
united colonies, or that should voluntarily offer their service for 
the defence of American Liberty. The members of Congress 
pledged themselves by a unanimous resolve, to maintain, assist, 
and adhero to him, with their lives and fortunes, in'the same 
cause. Four major-generals and eight brigadiers were likewise 
appoint«d for the Continental army. To die former rank were 
chosen Artemaa Ward, Charles Lee, Philip Schnyler, and Israel 
Putnam; to the latter, Selh Fomroy, Sichsrd Montgomery^ 
David Wooster, William Heath, Joseph Spencer, John Thomas, 
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John SnIliTan, and NathHnael Greene. To these -was addfd 
Horatio Gales, as adjutanl^genenil, wilh the rank of brigadier. 

The Bitnalion of afiairs required the commander's presenco 
as soon aa possible at Cambridge, where the army waa stationed. 
Everj- Qecessary arrangement with Congress was ia a short timo 
completed, and ho left Philadelphia on the Slst of June, accom- 
panied by General Lee and General Schuyler, and escorted by a 
volunteer troop of liglit-horso from the city, which conlinned with 
bim to New York. He had revioned in Philadulpliiit, nt the 
request of the oflicera, several militia companies of infantry, 
rangers, rifleman, and light-horse. Wherever he appeared, the 
people manifested great enthuaiasni , and cngernesi to show him 
all the respect to which his nen rank cntitlc^d him. The Provincial 
Congress of Now York was then aitting; and, wben it was known 
that General Washington was on the road, u committee from that 
body was deputed to meet him at Newark, and attend him across 
Hudson's River. On bis arrival, addresses of congratulation and 
civility pasaed between bira and tbo New York Congress. 

The particulars of the battle of Bunker'a Hilt reached him 
there, and increased bis anxiety to hasten forward to the army. 
General Schuyler was to remain in New York, na commander of 
the military operations in that quarter. This was a delicate 
position, as the British Governor Tryon was thco in tbe city, a 
ship of war in the harbor keeping tbe inhabitants in awe, and 
throughout the province wore many powerful and avowed friends 
of tbe royal cause. But great confidence was placed in the 
fidelity, discretion, and firmnesB of General Schuyler. After giving 
hiro instructions auitablu to the exigencies of the case, General 
Washington again pursued his journey, escorted by volunteer 
military companies. In this manner he travelled to SpringGeld, 
where be was met hy a committee from the Massachusetts Pro- 
vincinl CongTCBS, who were inatroctcd to provide escorts, and to 
attend him in person, through tliii rniiiaindcr ol the route. He 
arrived in Cambridge on the 2d nf July, and took command of 
the army the next day. 

His lirst care was to ascertain tbe numbers, position, and 
arrangements of tbo troops, to inspect the posts they occupied, 
and to gain a knowledge of tbo strength and plans of the enemy. 
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the Brltiili general UmieU itatiDiied in Boston, with the 
light-hoTse and a few otter troops; tbe bnik of hie arm)' lay on 
BnnlccT's Hill, busy in throiriiig up intrunohments; and the 
remainder were on tlie neck of land between Boston end Eoibury, 
whioh hiid been strongly fortified. The AmerirauB were so posted 
as to form a complete line of siege around Boston and Charles- 
town , extending nearly twelve milca from Mystic River to 
Doreliestcr. Intrench mcnta anil redoubts had been begun at 
diS'erent points in this line, and these works wore still in progreaa. 
The regiments from New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and part of 
tbose Beam ConnecticDt, oeenpied Winter Hill and Froapect Hill ; 
fleveral of ibe UaBHaclmMtits Mgimnfta were at Cambriilge, and 
Ol^erb from Ccmneciiciit and ifaHschtnetta covered the high 
grounds in Roxbary. 

Having acquainted himself witli this State of aSalrs, Geneml 
WmUliBtiAi convened a council of war. It was tlie opinion of 
council, that, according to the best information that conld be 
obtained, the enemy's available force in Boston amounled to eleven 
thousand five hundred men, inehdiiig the r^'giiliir troops, Tories, 
and Huch sailors as might be sparciJ from the fleet. It was also 
advised, without a disBenting voice, that the posts now occupied 
.should be held and defended, end that twentj-two thoneand mm 
were necessary to give proper flcomfity to so long m sxteat of 
lines. A place of rendeEvoug, in case tbe atmy ahbiild tm Attaoked 
and routed, waa likewise agreed upon. 

The difficohj was perceived <^ ioriainii^ posts w> wideljr 
Mpwated, atmotl onder gans of the enemj, and exposed at 
many points to Bndden asBBnlts; and the question of removing 
flirther into tlie conntiy to a stronger position wu disciused. 
Bat this was fhongbt to ba norther politic in itself, nor wilJiont 
Itazatd in the exeoatbn. It would disconrage tfaa di^ ekte tLa 
enemy, and have an ill b^ct upon tbe minds o( the people. Tlua 
ocoisidetation, added to the uncertainty of Anding a better plats ut 
which to make a stand, and to tbe great labor and darge already 
bestowed on the works for defence, was regiwded as condusiva 
ilgai'nst a change. 

Hie American amy, inriudhig tha sick and absent, amotmteft 
to about seventeen thonsamd nan; but die uomber present^ fit Itv. 
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dutj, wag onl; fourteen tliousand five hundred. This was so its 
Bhort of the number iruited, that the coumal recommeuded rd 
immediate applicqtion to the TSew Bogluid gfiveniment^ to Qi^i;? 
np Uio deficieoc]' \(j new rHmili. ~ 

It viil euily be auppoaed, th&t as txtaj, collected sa thiff 
had been on the spnr of the moment from di^rent proTinceB and 
under different regulationB , irould be defective in maay essential 
parts'. There were few tents and atoroa , no supply of clothing, 
no military chest, no general orgunization. The regiments acted 
nnder their rpspcr-ilvf cnmin.wiKTB . wlio were united only by' 
mntiul consent, liuund to^^iiilu'r b_v no military law, and, except 
those from M:issiicliiisct('i, yii ltliiig obedience to Qeneral Ward 
TBther from courlf^sy ami llii: necessity of tJie caae, than &om any 
recognition of hia superior authoiitj* The troope of each proT- 
ince were regulated by their own militia laws. These were 
varioua and dtacordant; and hence no general syitem could prevail. 
Discipline woe lax; disordcra frequent- 
But the most alarming want waa that of ammaaitiaDi nr 
apecting which the officers themeelves seem to have been deodvedt 
1^ General Washington diacorered, to his great aBtonishmenli 
^at there was not powder enough in the whole cunp for nine 
oarbidgea to a man. 

Out of these materials, and in the midat of these embarrass- 
ments, it was General Waahington's firat task to form, conimiBsion, 
and systematize an army. Another circutnetaiacc cnueeii >^rcat 
perplexity from the beginning. The n)>poiiitiiit'nt of guni'rul 
ofScers by Congress had given much dissntisfHution. The pre- 
tensions to rank, on the seore of former services, hod not been 
Ken abutted. The subOT^nate ofGcen and private soldiers 
Bungled t^Air aympatliieB and oomplaints, and threatened to leave 
die army njile^ .tbeie grievances ahonld be redreaged. Symptoms 
of^iacontent appeared in every quarter, iin<l threataned to destroy 
the little that remained of method and discipline. The fennent 
IMS gradually allayed by the prudencn of Washington, who refer- 
led tha matter to Congress, ajid proceeded steadily to mature hif 

He amsged tlie anny itito ux 1nigA<|«*> of ai^ regimenlf 
MObi in sqch a maoner, lhat tha tFoopa from the i«me cpltsij 
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fiSnId be brouglit together, as far as pratticabU'. iind act under a 
comnumder from that colouv- Oi the vtbolc he made three grand 
drriaioDB, each consistmf; oi two bneiiiits or twelve regiments. 
The dlvlBion formiiif; Ihe Mt wins ^""s atiilioiied at Winter Hill, 
and commanded by JMaior-Gcncrat Lec: the centre division was 
at Cambridge, under Mmor-General Putnam: and the right wing 
at Roxbury, under JIai or- General Ward. Tho head-quarters of 
..the Commander-in-cbicf were with tfao centre at Cambridge. 

- Thus was planted the original gem of the Coatment«l army, 
to foBter the growth Bad ttrength .of -wbiBk required die ntmoit 
cate and address.. Ail officers i^ere «ommisuoned anew by 
Congress, altbougfa no diugeB of nak mre attempted, and no 
^tppointments made, eXoept^of'tiie mijor slid brigadier generals. 
By degrees the svstent -iro4:^ itaelf -inla a tolerable method; 
bnt, after all, it 'Was&U'Of.imperiBationi, which no art or skdl 
oinild "remedy. The soldiers had been enlisted by their rcepeclive 
governments for a definite time and object, and they looked upon 
this contract !ia one wbieh tbev were bound to fulfil, but not fluch as 
could put thcin under any other power. Lach individual regarded 
himself as a p»rtv concerned, and claimed his rights as a citizen. 

Hence, when the rules and regulations ol the Continental 
army, which had been prescribed by CoDgresB. were prcseoted to 
them, many would not accede, because they did not enlist on such 
terms, and they were apprehensive some new obligstioDB might 
deTolre on them by gmog their atsent. Having left their homes 
io fight for liberal they ehose to 8BB«rt it first in thor own 
behal£ However repngnant thb temper was to the existence of 
an army, the commander yielded to bis good sense, and resorted 
to no other force than that of argument and facts, judiciously set 
forth from time to time in the general oiilers; tenacious of bis 
authority no further than the public good exacted, and forbearing 
to oppose prejudices, which could not be softened by persnasion 
nor subdued bj' heverity. ih left it optionid with the men to 
subscribe the articles or ncl, making it it necessary condition only 
with tbo new recruits, who enlisted inki the Continental rankk 

In addition to the management and direction of the armies 
'!UI the field, which ii all that ia nsnally expected from a eommander- 
Jn-chief, & molt lesponMble service of a difEerent kind was thrown 
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upon General Waibinglon. Coogreas, as tbe civil head ol' the 
confederacy, was as yat feeble in ita powers, imperfectly organized, 
distruBtfal of ita control over the public will, and wholly unversed 
in military concerns. Nor did unanimity reign nmongilB menibcra. 
On the great point of resifltauce, till wrongs slionld be rtdroaaeii, 
there was but one voice. Ah to ibc means of attaining this end, 
a wide difference prevailed. Some were timid, li.xing tlifir hopes 
upon a speedy reconciliation! olbera doubted the ability of the 
country to sustain a contest; others were inlluenccd by local 
interests; while otberi again were resolute, and allowed all 
thoughta of futoro consequences to ho awallowed up in the single 
oonaideration of tbe justice of tboir cause. The majority were 
of Ibis last description. ■ Yet even ibese men, dauntless in spirit, 
and willing to risk every thing on their own account, were haunted 
by a spectre, whieb gave them great uneasiness. Uistory had 
told tbem of the danger of military power, the ambition of aspiring 
leaders, and tbc chains that had been forged and riveted on au 
unauapiciouB people by staniiing armies. These leasons made 
a deep impreaeion, and infuaed a distrust incompatible with 
enlarged schemes or energetic action. Thus it waa, that the aanie 
ardor of palriotism, which impelled them to encounter every hazard, 
operated as a check to the only measures by wbicb their object 
could be gained. 

These misgivings were early discovered by "Waabington. 
He respected the motive, although he could not but lament its 
iiiriTto. i:(iiiui:ioiis. on hia own part, of the highcat purity of 
purpoae, and harboring no latent thought, which was not directed 
to the beat good of bis country, ii he felt wounded at this auapii'lon, 
be did not suffer it to appear in bis conduet, nor to alter hia 
opinion of the watchful guardians of the people's liberty. Exam- 
ple, be wisely thought, would ba more regarded than complaint, 
more persoaaive than words. If ability and courage are necessary 
in tt commander, he soon saw, that, in bis case at least, patience, 
forbearance, and fortitude were not leas bo. 

A regular army and a military system were to be created, 
and on such principles as would insure ibeir stability and contin- 
uance. This great work was to be executed mainly by the 
Commander-io-chie£ CongresB might approve, sancliou, and aid; 
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but II w&a Ilia iaeV to invent, combine, orgnnize, egtablish, and 
Bualain. To ihis end he kept up an unremitted correspondence 
with Cnngresa during the nhnlc war. Ilia letteni were read to 
the House in full session, and almnst every imponnnt regaluliou 
respecting Iho Hrmy was adopted on his suggestion or rccnmniend- 
ation, and emanoled from hia mind. He was thiia literally the 
centre cJ motion to this immonae and compljealed roflcbine, not 
more in directing its operations, thnn in providing for its existence, 
and preicrving from derangement and ruin its various parts. His 
pcrplusitles were often increased by the distance at which he was 
stationed from Congress, the tiinlj- movemenis of Ihiit body, and 
the long time it took to obtHln the results of their deliberations. 
By a constant wnt^hfiilnesB and forethought, Dnil by antitipating 
the future iii his communications, he contrived to lessen this 
inconvenience as far as It could be done. 

Besides bis nnceasing intcrcom^e with CongresEi, ho was 
obliged to correspond with the heads of theproviiifisl govurnracnla, 
and afterwanls with thf governors and legislatures of the Stales, 
with conventions, eommilteea, and civil magistrates. In these 
were really vested the executive powers of the confederated 
government. Congress recommended, advisEd, resolved; they 
voted men and supplies, assigning due proportions to the re- 
spectjve Slates; here their autliorily ceased. The rest was left 
to the will of Iho people, exercised through their representatives 
in the State logislntuTes. These bodies required the perpetual 
promptings of the Commander-in-ehlef, vrilb forcible representa- 
tions of tho weakness and wants of the army, and appeals to all 
the motives whirh could stimulate patriotism or touch the springs 
of interest. Ono ndvantaee, however, attended these harassing 
relations , which might compensate tor bo entraordinary a weight 
of care anil responsibility. They brought him into more direct 
contact with the sources of power, and enabled him to extend hia 
influence, and the fruits of his wisdom, into channels where tfiey 
were most needed, and would produce the best effects; thus 
enlat^ng the compass of his own eonaiderntion , and promoting 
public harmony and union. 

Ee had not been long in camp, when be was called upon to 
exeraiiB hii flrmneta in a taaoaoT, that lot a moment threstaned 



disiigrceabia cnnaequenci^B. Tbe cnein}''B nrmcd TGaaelB were 
hoviTing' OH iha coast, Bi-iiinp small rratt, anil mfnacinR towns 
on thu Bt'itho^rt]. The inbHbilnnlB wire Hlormud, and clHimtd 
protection. The logialutun! of MnssaebuBL'Ita and the governor 
of Conneclieiit sppliud to \\'HBhinpti)n wilh a I'ornml ri-qiieBt, tlmt 
he would dutach troopB froro the urmy for that purpose. To 
rcfiiBO this reqnoBt whb deliciilu; to grant It. (langorouB. In tll6 
former tase, it would escite the olHmnn nf the people mA the' 
dIagatiEfaction oE their rulers; in the Littpr, it would wealieii the 
army ao much, as to lenve the CHmp exposed to a snecesBfuI 
aaaiiull, and the counlrj' around Bofton to in"ult and ravagt 
The army itaelf miglit be digpersed, and iho hopes of the continent 
blighted in tho bod. He did not h<-BllHte. He di-dmed, and 
slated hiH reuaona in language bo jndidous and forcible, aa to 
avoid giving offence, and to hlunt thu eilge of diBappoiotment 
This precedent was followed tli rough ont the wnr. It was 
eatebliahed as a rule, that iittaeka of the enerti)' at isolaled points 
along the coast must he rcptlled by the militia in the vicinity, 
except when (he ConlinenlHl army was in a condition to raidte 
delathmenta without jeoparding Ihe general cause. 



CHAPTER Xm. 




General Gaok commanded the British troopa in Boatoo. 
Prisoners had fallen into hia hands on the eventful day at Bunker's 
Hill, and he had seized other persons acruaed of digaffection to 
the King. These he had thrown indiscriminately into prison, no 
distinctioii being made between ofQcers, soldiers, and citizcDB. 



106 

i^>cfit TOit ttbro&d ttwt fkey were treated with gmat amvAtf. 
justice to his country, and ttie calli of hnmaiutjr, nftde it in- 
cumbent on Washington to remonBtrate against such conduct. 
He wrote to the British general. The occasion avralieued 
recollections of more thna common ioterest. Just twenty yean 
had elapsed since he and Gage fought side by side on the bloody 
battle-Held of the Manong»he1a, An intimacy then sabsisted 
between them, which was eliprished aiterwarda by a friendly 
(nrrespondcnce. Far diffcrentr was the relation in which they 
' ^odW stood to each other, at the head of contending annies; the 
one obeying lha commanda of his apvareigp, the other uphoMog 
the cause of an oppreased people.' - - 

Their letters irere signiGoant of the change. The temon- 
atrance of Washington, clothed in dignified bnt pointed language, 
represeBted'the-'impoUoy as well M crnellT of ill treatment to 
priaonera, aiDQe. it mnild' impoae . npofi him the neceiaitj of 
re:aIiatiog, and there would be no end to the horrora of war, if 
such a system were pursued. General Gage denied the charge 
of harsh usage, and toolt credit to Limselt for his clemency in 
sparing persons, "whose lives by the law of theiand were destined 
to the cord." As to difference of rank, he profossed not to know 
any, which was not derived from the King. 

These principles set at nought all the rules of honorable 
warfare, and indicated that the highest ofGcers in the American 
army, if captured, wonid be treated aa culprits. The only 
apparent remedy was.ielaUation. The priaonera in Waahington'e 
poaaeuion were immediately ordered into the ootaitry, and he 
gave direetiona that they ahould receiTe in every nipeot the Mme 
treatment, bb was known to .he pradioed on the nnfortnoatB 
aufferers in Boston. Such was bii first impulaei bnt, however 
justified by the lawa of war, he conld not reeondle to himself an 
act, which should inflict punishment on innocent men for the folly 
or obduracy of a eommander. The order was countermanded, 
while the prieonerB were on the road to Northampton, tlic place 
of their dchtinntion; and Colonel Eeed, one of his aids-de-camp, 
wrote to the committee of the town, directing that the prisoners 
ehould be at liberty to go abroad on their parole. He added; 
■The General further leqneata, that evety other indulgence 'and 
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CiTility consistent with tUeir eeciirlty iimj- ha bIiowh to them , as 
long as thoy dcmcno thcmsclvoB with decency nnU good maiincrs. 
At they hnva committed no hostility ngainet the peoj>le'oF this, 
country, they b&vo a jiiBt claim to mild tru.itnient; and the 
General docs not doubt, that your conduct towards them will be 
Buch, BS to couipot their gnttet'ul aekiiuwledgnientR, that Americans 
lOP an mi-rrifiil na they are brave." 

In replying to General Gneo's letter, Wnahington said; 
"Toil affect. Sir, to dcBpiae ali rank not derived from tlie Hams 
Boiircu lis vuur own. I cannot Conceive one more honorable, than 
that which flows from Che uneorruptcd choice of a bravo and free 
people, the pureat source and original foiiotain of itll power. Far 
from making it a pleit for cruelty, a miod of true magna.oimity 
and enlarged ideua would apprehend and respect it." The in- 
discretion and weakness of the British general's conduct admit of 
no iieien<:e: vet it should be remembered, that he was taught by 
hia superiors to look upon the uBHCrtcra of liberty in America as 
rebels, and to treat them as audi. Little can be said, however, 
in pruisc uf his political sagacily, knowlcdgo of human nataro, or 
enlargement of mind. 

The army was soon augmented by the curapanies of riflemen 
from Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, which bad been raised 
in compliance with a resolution of the Continental Congress. The 
companies were filled up with aurpriaing quickness, and on their 
arrival in camp the numbers of several of them exceeded the 
prescribed limit. Within two months from the time the orders 
were sent out, they had been enlisted and equipped, and had 
niar('bed from four (o aeven hundred miica to the army at Cam- 
General Washington had the satisfaction to find, also, that 
the reinforcements of militia, which ho had requeated from the 
New England governmenta to strengthen his camp, came in as 
expeditiously as could be deaired. 

The deficiency of powder in the camp at Cambridge con- 
tinued to be a cause of extreme anxiety to Washington. Small 
quantities were collected, but in no proportion to tho demand. 
What added to his concern was, that the enemy might discover 
his weakness on this account, and march out to attack him. In 
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n^ib th!"rTl',! T"^ '-^ "bove. to cunBuior thU BUggestbn, and 
; ;• —■■■"■"">"» voitc iigmuflL it. WlmtevBr Wnah- 
ingtoDB own opinion may hnve been, he wua constrained to nc- 
qn.e«ee in silcnoe; for it wn«ld hav<. beon highly in,pn.dont to 
undor(«ke Bueli nn enterprise, while all the nniccrs were opposed to 
It, and his actual condition demanded coneealment from the pn^io. 

Occasional cannonades Hnd fikirmiehcs took place at the 
advance.) points on the lines, bat the enemy showed no disposi- 
tion to leave their Intrenchmenls. In fact, they never meditnted 
an attack, unless reinforcements should arrive. General Gage 
wrote to Lord D,Lrtmouth, that such an attempt, if sucoessful. 
wonld he fruitless, as there were neither horsos nor carriages fo^ 
transportation, and no other end conid be answered than to drive 
the Americans from one strong-hnld to another. 

The time was drawing near when it would be necesaary to 
form a new army. The Connecticnl and Rhode Island troops 
were engaged aen-e only till the beginning of December, and 
none beyond the end of thit month. The atlenlinn of Conereas 
had been called to the subject, and a committee of three members 
waa appointed to repair to the camp, and meet delegates from the 
New Lnglnnd colonies, for the purpoac of .ievising the mgat 
effectual raeana of continuing, regulating, and supporting the 
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ContinenUl army. Frsoklin, Lyncb, and RBrriaon were the 

committee, nnd thoy joined tLe delegalea at Washington's bead* 
quarters on the 1 8th of October. 

As ih(! ]),>isi>iis ,-n[is(:(iilliiy (Ills tnriveiitujii w,.re unskilled 
in militiiry aBiiire, the pLiri ]irr)|ioaeil by Geiitriil Waehiiigton, 
which h«d been disuussed and matured by a cnuncil of officers, 
was ID the nnun Hdopted. It wu' conceived, that, to give prbper 
aecOrit]', the Amcrioon amy oaght to bo nnmerically twice 
large as that of the enemy in Boston. Twenty-six regiments, 
therefore, were Kssi^jm it fin- liic neii- ln'siiics riflemen 

and artillery. [Vli^h' :ii i m-u ■! mio -i^lit eompanies. 

The whole uI ci,. !, :li..n l.v e-i He amount to 

twenty tlmui-iiuil ihvi-r fiiiin I ivd ;iii<l si'i fiiiy-two, Jl^iny of Ihoaa 
already on the giOLiml. who've itrm ni ?erviec was soon to cxj^ire, 

by-reeruils from the eounlry. Tht deU'sulfs Hupposeti that 
thii ty-fwo thousand men might be raised in the four New Eng- 
huiil eiihinii's tor one yeiir, the period fixed by Congress for all 

After the convention was dissolved, the committee. froHi 
Congress continued to sit, and took: various other auhjecta into 
ooasidenitlon; : ^be. WidteiEi'tU war. iind a ravuion, sbd 

several ohangeR wara [ntradacM, whiiHi-expsnence bad proved to 

be necessary. Ili-giilatiiins for disposing of prises eapturcd at 



confirmed. 

Xbi^ conference was of {rrcnt service to Che Commsnder-in- 
eliief' It HSbrded an opportunity of expressing his si'ntinmits 
with m^re freedom and fulness, than he could do by written com- 
niuntoatiDis A sfstem was likewise (ormt^ tor future operation* 
in wbicb be could Bonfide, «s botli Otmgnsa and tbs eait^ 
colooiea were bound to support the messurtw agreed apoa bj -Uieir 
lepreBent"*'**"- « ,. • . 

The ntort. atap wm 1o orgmiiM the amy aocording to tha 
aeiT tfiwig^'ii^''^ *^ appriMibB oolonels «iid nretior cdSeers af 
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the BBTenil regimenls, and iasua recruiting ordera. This ti«a an 
affair of great dulicncy and cmbarriiBBmcnt, It was in the highest 
degre<; important to ruuin as many of the men as possible, vho 
'vrere now in Ibo ranks; and it was soon discovered, that very few 
would roniain, unless they conld know beforehand what officers 
they were to serve under, nnil conld have all their partialities 
gratified. Locnl considerations throw tnn,ny obstacles in the way. 
Care roust be taken, tbiit each- colony should hiive its due pro- 
portion of offictra, accoriling to the number of men it was expected 
to furnish; and that their raok should bo so adjusted as to suit 
the caprices of some, and the extravagant cliiiniE of others. The 
task was famiidable, but it was at last aeeomplialicd, and the 
rccrailing began. 

In addition to the enncerns of the army, Washington was 
obliged to bestow niueh time and attention on maritime affairs. 
No public vessels bb yet belonged to the continent, nor had Cen- 
gresB matle any provision for a naval warfare. While the British 
troops and the inhabiljtnts of Boston were shut up within tho 
limits of that town, and excluded from a, direct intercourse with 
the country, it was necessary that all Iheir supplies should como 
to them by water; and tho largo number of vessels employed in 
this service suggested tbo idea of fltting out cruisers ia the ports 
■long tho coast to capture them. Having no instriiutions to this 
effect, yet believing it compatible with the general design of 
annoying and dislreBsing the enemy, Washington took on himself 
the responsibility of equipping and sending out armed vessels. 
Agents were employed in Salem, Beverly, Marblchead , and Ply- 
mouth, to procure and fit them out, and they were manned by 
□fSuers and sailors from the army. His instructions to the captains 
were precise and guarded; and, that he might seem to act under 
the authority of his commission, he ordered them to ''lake com- 
mand of a detachment of the army, with which they were to proceed 
OQ board, cruise against such vessels as were found in the service 
of the enemy, nnd si;W.B all such ns were laden with soldiers, arms, 

I|) a few weeks six armed achooner^wcro under sail, cruising 
in the waters of Massnchusetts Bay. Several captures were made, 
and particularly a valuablo one by Captain Mauly, coaeisting of 
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nmnitioiui of war. But, m the whole, the first enterpmes wore 
not crowned iritli ligiul Hucceis. Some of the officers proved 

incompeteat, the men mutinied, and the managemeiit of the 
business in ItEi details caused infinite trouble. The system was 
Improved by degrees, other vessels were fitted out, and Congresi 
provided prize-courts and regulations, which resulted at length in 
the esUblishment ot a Continental Navy. But Reneral Waahington 
vrflS not relieved from thia charge , till after the tncmy tvatuated 
Boston. 

One incident illustrative of his character should be here 
mentioned. Two armed vesHcls were despatched to the River 
St, Lawrence, with orders to intercept two brigantines, whicli it 
had been uodcrstood were to sail from Eogland to Quebec witJi 
arms and ammunition. Failing in this object, the captains made 
s desoent npon the Island of St John's, pillaged tlie infaabitBtila, 
and brought some of them sway prisoners. 'Whether thia act was 
oondstent or not with the cuBtomaTf rules of warfare, it waa 
BOrerelj reprimanded by WashingtoD, wbo unmedistely set the 
prisoners at liber^, treated them with the greatest kindness, 
restored all tiie property that had been taken, and provided. the 
best means in his power to send them hack to their homes. 

The burning of Falmouth, an net nf personal malice and cruel 
Wftntomitus on the part of n British n.iv.il officer, and llic Ibicala 
of the enemy that tlic same iato should fnll upon other Rtaport 
towns, produced tonstematioii , and the moat pressieg requests to 
General Washington for assistance in powder, arms, and troops. 
Again he was compelled, by the necessities of his own sitontion, 
to withhold the relief so stronuou^ solicited. His sympathies 
were keenly affected by Ikeir suf^^gs, and his popularity was 
jeopardedby tlierefiiSBl; yetiDtliiecase,aeuiBllothera, aatemseusa 
of duty inbdned his private feelings and fortified Us judgment. 

"When the newe of tSe battle ot Banker'a Hill reached the 
British cabinet, General Gage was recalled, "in order to ^re his 
Idsjesty exact infbrmation of every thing, and snggest such matters 
aa lue knowledge and experience of the sernco enabled Urn to 
flnnish." Id the dearly bought victory at Bonket's Hill be had 
mads a diecoTery, which seems to bare been not less astonislung 
to himself tbao mortifying to the ministers. "The trials we have 
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lifld," itud be, in a leller to Lord DaHmoutb, 'ahow the rubeli are 

not the dL-Hpicalrli.' rabbits too niany haxn HuppofifKl tbGni to be." 
In the opinion nf Ihf niiniHtttrB this inltHipencE nhowmi likewlae, 
that General Q»ge hud bi.'im dupi-d by ill adtisara Or Wb own 
ignorance, and ibot, eithur frora obBliiwcy, wiint ol' uddn^a, or 
inuiipH(-ily,iie vaa not compi'ient to the slulion he oL'uupied. On the 
iBtofOclober he was auperaeded in Iht coninuinU by Generul Hovf e. 

The abilities of this olflufr werv perh:ipB enpurlor to ihone of 
hia predecesenr, hut llii'y 'lid not {jrow liy rxiieriente in the public 
eBlimutiiin. He pnssfBBL'ii the Hilviiiil;i(ri', howuver, oi' not huving 
mingled In the exi'iting vtcuIh, in which Gt-niTHl (ing<t hiid scti^d 
aueb u piirl UB to brin^ dnwn upiin him ihc ill will Hiid ruproHubea 
of the people. Genend Howe wus ii bpolliur of Lord Howe, who 
had bucn Blnin Hi riciindi'ro^H in the last vrur, and whnsu memory 
was vn-T dierlnhed with w;irm affetlinn liy the folrmifilB. Hence 
be hitd nothing to cnnti'nd iigiiinst but thi' phyBicnl force, deter- 
mined Bpii-it, Hiid politii nl Hkill of the Anit ricunH. PrrjudicOS were 
In hia liivor, and no Hutip^ithius exiati'd. Unluckily bo imbibed 
the idea, thHt be nun iiuclling a. n'bellion, Hnd tbut u acrupuluua 
regard to the ruWe iif hnnondiU- narfiin' whb nut exui'ted in such 
u contest. It would be hurd to iiUnie him pi-rbupR, on Ihin score, 
since he wns only confonning to the spirit of his inBtniclions ; yet 
a little morf dis.ernment in pi'nelnilinR Ihf uctnul Blnte of Ihiiigi 
aronnd him, a lilllc mori^ dism'tion und Biigiieity in adnpling hia 
conduct to el ri'uin stances, would have shnwn his churHcter in h 
bettor light wilbiiut diiiitnisldng the value of hia services, in tbo 
cause he was act to muiatuin. 

The enlinimenta in ih^new uriny went on aiowly. The 
ilisaatiBfartion and ciiliuU of tWoffiii'ra, (liu exacting temper and 
undiaciplincd Imliila of tliu mi-n, oouasioni'd endlesa perplexilica. 
General WHsliingUin felt iuti'nse anxiety. His patience and 
fortiturlu were tried in the aevcreBt niHiiner. A njinilirs experi- 
ment had oWtHined only five thouaimd rccruilfl. At one time he 
waa flattp.red wiih pnniiises, at annllicr ulmosi every gleiim of hopo 
was estinguiahed, till Bl Icnulh, when the term of acTviua of the 
Connecticut trnopa was about expire, it wh" ascertained thiit 
they would go off in a body, and leave a fearful blank in xn :irmy 
already deGuient in nuiuburs, und neiikeneil by interjial diaurders. 
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He appealed to every motive, which could stimulate their pa- 
triotiBm, pride, or Bonsc of honor, but all in vain; and it was with 
lliu greatest difficulty, tliat he could perauade them to atay ten days 
longer, till the militiii could be nsscmbltd to supply their pliice. 

Ordtrs vfere iasutd for calling in the mililia. By a prudent 
foresight he had suggeawd to CongreHS the necessity of being 
intrusted with this authority, and it waa granted in general termi, 
■ But here again a new trouble arose. The same spectre of 'military 
domination, which had from the first struck so much dread into 
the minda of many pcraona, and had limited the existence of the 
present army to one year, was stili busy in spreading its terrors, 
and lormonling its adversariea. If the Commandcr-in-cliief could 
call out the whole force ot the country at hin option, wbere would 
be the bounds of hia power, where the cheoicB to soaring ambition, 
where the safeguard of the people's liberties? Such questions 
wiTe asked in a lone of triumphant confidence, implying that they 
cimld not be answered. Happily Conj;rc=9 pnt an end to them 
by a simple cxpedieiil, 'I I'. i il ilir^ir resolve, by making 

it iiieumlient on tbe ("Li. r.. j.'ain the conaent of 

the ...xccutivc authority , .. mre he summoned its 

militia. In fai-t be IiiIlil. | .1 .,11 ,..|,-d in this way, and - 

probably always would have rlone ko; bgt Ibia form of tbe resolva 
allayed iho fears of the alai-mistti, and was equally e&'eclual. 

When General Wiishington complained to Guvernor Trum- 
bull of the extraordinary conduct of tbe Connecticut troops, Iho 
latter replied; "There is great diffiuulty l.o support liberty, to 
exercise government, and maintain subardiuation. and at the same 
time to prevent Iho operation of licenliouB and levelling principles, 
which many very easily indiilie. The [lulse ot a New England 
man heats high for liberty; his engagement in the service he 
thinka purely voluntary; therefore, when the lime of enlistment is 
out, he thinks himself not holden without further engagement. 
This was the case in the lust war. I greatly fear its operation 
amongst the soldiers ot (he other colonies, as I nm sensible this 
is the genius and spirit of our people." Another consideration 
bad grent weight, perhapn greater than all the rest. The men 
expecii'd a bounty. A soldier's pay did not satisfy tbotn, lu they 
cnuld obtain better wageS' in otbcr employments, without tbe 
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fatigue anti privntions of a camp. CoDgresE had decUred-agMatt 
bounties, and they oould not be olTered, unless the colonies should 
choose to do il individually ou their own account. 

At the end uf llio year, wlicn tlic old army was dissoked, 
the mhoic nuiiibcr of the new establiahmynt was Dine tbouaand 
BiK hundred and fifty. More than a thouaand of these m'en were 
absent on furloughs, which it had been necessary to^graut as a 
condition of reenlistraent. This result was peculiarly discouraging, 
"It i> easier to conceive than describe," sud Genernl Washington, 
'the Bitnadon of my mind for some time psst, and my feelings 
nnder our present drcamstances. Search the Tolanes of histmy 
t])Tough, and I much qnestion whether a case BimSar to ours is 
to be found; namely, to maintwn a post against the flower of ths 
British troops for six months together, without powder, and then 
to have one army fflsbanded-and another to be raised within the 
same distance of a 'teinforced enemy." His immediate safety 
however, was accnred hj the addition of five thousand milida, who 
soon came in, and were lo romain till the middlo of January. 
And the advanced state of ihi' sivisnii ri'ndorfd it improbitble that 
the enemy would undertake suddou eiitcrp rises. 

When General Washington accepted the appointment of 
Congress, hS'sapposed it would be m his' power to visit bis fanuljr 
in the winter, and attend for a short space to his private affoiru 
This was found inipracb'eable, or at least inconsistent with the 
dntiea of his obarge; and iSxs. Wagfaington joined him at hend- 
qonrters in December, irhere she remained till tlie next »prlng. 
nils was hex practice during the wsr. She pas^c^d tlie winters 
'With her hoshand in camp, and returned at the opening of the 
campugna to Mount VeniCHi. 

His large estates were consigned to the enre of a superintend- 
ent, Mr. Land Washington, in whom he Imd coiiridencc, and who 
executed the trust with diligence and fidt-lity. Nutwith standing 
the multitude of public concerns, which at all times pressed heavily, 
and which he never neglected, the Ihougbfs of General Washington 
constantly reverted to bis farms. In the midst of the most stirring 
and eventful scenes of the war, he kept np an unremitted corre> 
spondence with liiB manager, in which he entered into detuls, gave 
minute inatntctions, and'exaoted in retom frequent and full reports 
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□f tlie particulam relating to the culture of his Innds, their 
products, the condition a£ Cbe laborers, nod every transaction of 
busincBB. From the be^nning to the end of the Revnlulinn, 
Lund Wnabington wrote to the General as often at least as two 
or three times a niontb, and commDnly every week, detailing 
minutely all the event* that oecurred on the planUtiona, his 
purchases, Eutes, and pnymenta of money, tbe kinds and quantity 
of produce, occupations of the laborers, and nbiLtcver else could 
tend to explaiu the precise condition and progreSR of the business 
in his hands. These letters were regularly answered by the 
General, even when the weight and embarrassment of public duties 
' pressed most heavily upon him, and full instructions were returned 
for regulating the plans and conduct' of the manager. Hardly 
any eopies of this description of lettt^rs were recorded, if jretoined, 
and the originals hare been lost or destroyed. But Lund Wash- 
ington's letters are preserred, iind they give eridencc of the 
cxtraordiuary attention bcstpwcd by the Commander-in-chief on 
his domestic affairs, though severnl hundred miles from home, 
and bearing a burden of public cares, which alone was enough to 
distract and exhaust the firmest mind. 

An extract Irom one of his letters on these topics will show 
a trait of character, and tbe footing on which he left his 
household at Mount VemoD. 

"Let the hospitality of the house, with respect to the poor, 
be kept up. Let no one go hungry away. If any of this kind of 
people should be in want of corn, supply their necessities, provided 
it'does not encourage them in idleness; and I have no objection 
to your giiing my money in charity, lo the amount of forty or fifty 
poands a'year, when you lliiuk it well bestowed. What I mean by 
baring no objection in, that it is my desire that it should be done. 
You are to consider, that neither myself nor wife is now in the way 
to do these good ofGeea. In all other respects, I recommend it to 
you, and have no doubt of your observing tbe greatest economy 
and frugality; as I suppose you know, that I do not get a farthing 
for my ser^-ices here, more than my expenses. It becomes 
necessary, therefore, for me to be saving at home." 



CHAPTER XIV. 



— HMwrMlSB of iBdipendsiin. 

TowARi>s ihe end of December it was sBceHBincd, that 
General Howe ttkb fitting out a part of bis fleet m Ibe harbor of 
Boston for some secret enterpriBC. Its deslmalion could oiilv be 
conjectured; but tht aeaeon of l!ie jaar and other circumstances 
induced a belief, that an operation at the south was in view. 
Fears were entertained for New lork. then in a detencelcBS 
condition , feeble from the timid counsels of its provincial Con- 
gresa, awed by a British man-of-war, and distracted by the arti- 
fices of Governor Tryon, whose presence and address had kept 
together on Long Island a fotmidable body td Tories, some 
eoncealed, others nndi^oised. 

No efforts were to be spsred to prevent the enemy from 
guning possession of so important a post as New Yoric , which, 
with Hudson's River, opened a direct channel to Canada, through 
which an invading army might pass, to the great injury of the 
interior country, if not to the discomfiture of the army in the 
northern department. In the present state of Gimcral WsrIi- 
inglon's forces, he could not send a detachment from camp. A3 
i^e most promising scheme that ofTereil, Genenil Lee iva» des- 
patched, with instructions from the Commander-in-cbief to raise 
Tolunteera in Connecticut, hasten forward to New Y^ork, call to 
his aid other troops from New Jersey, pnt the city !n the best 
posture of defence which his means would permit, disarm the 
Tories and other perBans inimical to the rights and liberties of 
America, and guard the forUGcalione on Hndion's Biver. 

. Meantime General Washington became moce and more im- 
patient to make an attack oa Boston. He summoned a council 
of officers on the IGth of January, 1776, to whom with strong 
argnmenta ho urged tlia necessity of such an attempt before the 
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enemy should be rt'inforeeil, and requested tLeir opinion. Tlitj- 
ngrccd that tbc attack ought not to be deferred a momunt after 
there should be n fair hope of its sueceeding; but, with tlie force 



e keenly affected by hie 
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tioned to Mib Bach use tts , four to Connecticut, and two to New 
Hampahire. By the time these should come in, it was hoped 
the tcD on the waters around Boston would be frozen hard enough 
to fncilitete an assnult on the town. 

Besides the want of powder, which had nt no time been 
supplied in any adequnlc quantity, the deficiency of arms threat- 
ened serious consequences. There were nearly two tlioiisand 
men in camp wilhoiit iireloclts. Every eipedieiit was tried to 
procure them, but with little effect. The New England gov- 
ernments had none lo furnish. The mditia, reliielant to part 
with their arms, carried tlicm awny when thev returned home. 
Officers wore sent into the country with money to purchase 
them, A few were obtained in thu way, but not enough to arm 
»U the men. 

Despondency was seldoni known, perhaps never, to unsettle 
the constancy or self-command of Washington. He seemed to 
gather new strength by resisting the pressure of difficulties 
thickening around him. Borne up bya conscious integrity, weighing 
well every act of his life, convinced of the lusticu of his caiise, 
and habitually trusting in the direction of an overruling Prov- 
idence, his far-reaching mind looked steadily to the end, and he 
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went uiiwaril, resoliili' in piirpoHi', st.rong in tiiipc. Tiie events 
of the last bIx Diuiitlis, howi:vci', and tic pasition iu which he 
■was now placi'd . cuuld not but nwiiktn (inxioiia forebodings, and 
touch iiis aonflibilily. IIo flaw liis own rpputution and the vital 
intPruEts of hia country in jeopardy. The means of rescuing the 
one fruin unmerited censure, and securing the other ou a Bolid 
basis, wurc feeble, remote, uncertain. Thu following is hie 
ianguuge on the occasion, contaiuud in a letter lo a friend. 

"I know the unhappy prcdltament !n which I stand; I know 
that much is expected of me; I know, that, withont men, with- 
out amis, without ammunition, without atiy thing fit for the 
ncoouimudalion of a soldier, liKle is to be done; and, what is 
mortifyinf;, I know that I cannot stand justified to the world 
without expoKing my own weakness , and injuring the cause, by 
declaring my wimts , which I am deterniined not to do, further 
than unavoidable necessity brings everj- ninn acquainted with 
thtiu. Hy situation is so irksome la me at times, that, if I did 
not consult the public good more than my own tranquillity, I 
should long ere this have put every thing o[i the cast of a die. 
So far from my having an army of twenty thousand men well 
armed, I have been herewith less Ihun iisif that number, includ- 
ing sick, furloughed, and on command, and those neither armed 
nor clothed us they should be. In short, my situation has been 
such, that I have been obliged to use art to conceal it from uiy 
own officers." 

As a contrast to this representation, proving the buoyauc)- 
of liis mind and his determiniid spirit under the heaviest depres- 
sion, another passage is here quoted from the same letter. 

'With respect to myself, I have never entertained an idea 
of an ace om moduli on , since I heard of the measures, which were 
adopted in eonsequencc of the Bunker's Hill fight. The King's 
speech has confirmed llic sentiments I entertained upon the news 
of that oiFair; and, if every man was of my mind, the ministers 
of Great Britain should know, in n few words, upon what issue 
the cause should be put. I would not be deceived by artful dec- 
larations, nor specious pretences; nor would I be amused by 
unmeaning propositions ; but, in open, undisguised, and uianly 
terms, proclaim our vrrongs, and our resolution to be redressed. 
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I would tell thtm, that wc hnd barne mmh, lliiit vn- li.iil long 
and anleally sought for ruconcilintioa upon honovablc ttrms, that 
it bad been denied ub, that all our attempts nfttr peace hml 
proved abortive, and had bet-u groasly miflrepresented , Ihiit we 
had done cvi^ry tiling which conld ho txpcctcd from thu beet of 
subjects, (hat the spirit of freedom rises too lilgh in us lo submit 
to aiavory. This I would tell them not under eorert, hut in 

By degrees the ufTairs of tho army assumed u uiore favor- 
able aspect. Owing lo tho mildaces of the winter, little ice wus 
formed till the midiih^ of February, when it was siillieiently 
strong to enable the troops to march over it from Koxbury and 
Dorchester. The Commander-in-chief proposed !o take advantogu 
of Ibia opportunity, and make an immediate assault ou Boston. 
Bis opinion was overruled by a council of ofGccrs, mueh to his 
diflappoiutmcnt and chagrin. "Thougii we had been waiting all 
the year," said he, "tor this favorable event, ibc euterpriae wita 
thought too dangerous. Perhaps It was; perhaps the irkBonicnr.Ba 

ed by prudence. I did not think bo, and I am suru yet, that 
tlic enterpriee, if it hud been undertaken with resolution, must 
have succeeded; wiliioul it, any would fail" It was resolved, 
howuver, that active operatioiiB should commence, and that 
posaeesion sliould be taken of JJorchester Ik-ighls, ivbieh might 
poBHibly bring out the enemy lo an engagement in that quurler, 
iiud thus, by dividing the forcia in Boston, iead lo a geuurai 
attack. 

Speedy arrangements were made for executing this plan, 
and the essential part of it was effected by a body of troops, who 
marched in the night under the coniniaud of General Thomas, 
gained (he summit of tlio Heighta without being discovered, and 
by great activity erected before morning Buch works, as would 
secure them against the enomy'fl shot. To divert the attention of 
General Howe, an incessant cannonade and bombardment upon 
the town bad been kept up the two preceding nights, and during 
the same night, from Lecbmere's Point , Cobble Hill, and Hosbury. 

As Dorchester Hcigbis commanded the harbor, and also 
Nook'a Hill, from which the town could easily bo annoyed by 
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QUinoii and mortars , it nas expected tliat the enemy vonld at- 
tempt lo dislodgiL' the AmL'rioun dotachmmt , and thnt the acenea 
of Bunkc^r's Hill would ugaLn l,e actL-d i.vur. In anticipation of 
Huch an uvent, Washinglon prepared lo assault Ihc town at tho 
same time on tlu' opposite side. For thi,'< scrviee four thousaiid 
chosen men weru act aprtrt, ami put in two divisions, one nnder 
General Sullivan, the other under General Greene, the whole 
being cDinmaniicd b}- General I'ulnnin. At a concerted signal 
they were to enihark in boats, near the luuuth of Charles River, 
attended by three floating batterii-8, undiT the fire of wliich lliKy 
were lo land in the town, and then act according to circuni- 
stances and instruclions ^vcn by signals. 

Ill Ihc event Ihire wiih no oetasiim for this iillompt. Tl. wan 
not the policy of Geuoral Howe, nor consistent with his designs, 
to bring on a general engagement. He remained in Boston at 
bis own discretion, it having been n-fommended to him by the 
ministry, several months before, to leave thnt place and repair 
to a southern port. Although he thought there were solid reasons 
against such a step, yet he did not choose to sacriGce his men, 
or run hazards, while so much rested on bis rCHponsibility. But 
when the admiral told him, that, unlexs the Americans were 
dislodged from Dorchester Heights, the King's ships eonld not 
remain in the harbor, he consented to detach three thousand 
men under Lord Porcy for that purpose. The execution of the 
plan was defeated by a furious storm, which came on while the 
troops were embarking. The ne.\t day he determined to suspend 
offensive operations and to evacuate the town. 

Washington had regarded this result as probable; anil. 
Laving no oilier motive for templing General Howe to an en- 
gagement, than that of forcing him from the town, it was of 
course accordant with his principtea and his wishes, that it 
should be done without bloodshed. His only aim, therefore, 
was to keep bia post strongly guarded, and his troops ready for 
action. Humanity and policy required, also, that the town 
should bo saved, if possible, from the ravage and destruction to 
which it must inevitably be exposed by an assnidt. Apprehend- 
ing such nn issue, after the Americans had planted themselves 
on Dorchester Heights, the inhabitants obtained from General 
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Howe a declaration, that the tows shoulJ not ba destro^Gd . ud- 
1m9 tbi! King's troops weru moli-Bttd during thifir embnrkalion. 
An informul mcsBage lo tiiis effuct was forwarded to WnBhinfiton 
by llie Bifloctnien of the town, but he dt'olined taking any notice 
of it, HB not being autbcntirnU'd by tbu name of the British com- 
mander. This proceeding wna t-nough, however, to produce a 
tacit understanding between the parlii.'fi. und (lie troops wi-re 
allowed lo depart without nioleatation. The town vaa left un- 
injured, except from the natural eBerta of having been bo long 
occupied by soldiers, and the disorders attending so busty an 
embarkuiion. 

BoBt^n was evacunted on the 17th of March, and aeveru] 
TEgimentB commnnded by Genenil Putnuin immediately entered it, 
and took posBeBsion of all tbe posts. It whs found to bo very 
strongly fortified. General Wiishinptiin himself went Into the 
town the next day, and waa received with enlbusiaBm by the in- 
habitants. The legislature of Massachusetts took an early op- 
portunity to present to him no address, espresaive of their respect 
and attachment, their obligntions for tbe great services he had 
rendered to his country, and their thanks for the deference he 
bad invariably shown to the civil authorities. 

Congress were not backward io rendering a due tribute to 
tlieir Commander- in- chief, A unanimous vote of thanks waB 
conveyed to bim in a letter, drafted by a committee expressly 
appointed for the occasion , .and signed by the President.. A gold 
medal was ordered to be struck, commemorative of the evacua- 
tion of Boston, and as an honorable token of tbe public approb- 
ation of bis conduct. 

Genera! IIowo, with bis army in seventy-eight ships and 
tranBpnrlfl, sailed for Ilalif.ut. liis effective force, including 
seamen , was about eleven thousand men. More than a thousand 
refugees left Boston in his fleet. By the adjutant's return, Wash- 
ington's army, officers and men, amounted to twenty-one thou- 
sand eight hundred, of which number two thousand seven hundred 
were sick. Tbe enlistments had been more successful latterly 
than at first. There were also six thousand eight hundred militia, 
most of whom had been suddenly called in from the neighboring 
towns, to strengthen the lines in case of an attack on Boston, 
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It was reported, while tlie troops were preparing to em- 
bark, that they were defltined for Halifax; but, anflpL>cting tJiiB 
to be given out hy the- British onmtnandcr, as a feint to cover 
bb re«l dengue, and anxious for thu safety of Jfew York, Gen- 
eral WasIuQgtoD called for two thousand militia from Connecticut, 
and one thonaand from New Jersey , to be tlirown into that city 
witibout delay, which, added to the force already on the spot, 
might appose &e landing of the enemy till hie own troops conld 
arrive. The day after the evacuation, he ordered five Conti- 
nental regiments, the battalion of riflemen, and two companies of 
artillery to march under General Heath. Tbey wentby laad to 
Norwich, and thence by water through the Sound, llie whole 
arniy, except five rfginients detained for the defence of Boston 
under General Ward, followed in divisions, pursuing the same 
route. Putnam was atnt forwarii to take the coiumiuid iu New 
York; Lee having bi.-f;ii ajipoiiilL'd by Con|:;rL>M to the Bouthcrn 
department, and having hastenod thither to watch the motions 
of General Clinton, who it was expected would make a descent 
somewhere on the coast at the aouth. 

The British Heet lingered ten days in Nantaskot Koad, and 
Wasliington could not venture to leave his post, nor indeed to 
order away all his army, till assured that the fleet had actually 
put to tea. When this was BsaeriMoed, he set off lor New 
York, passing throngli Proridence, Norwich, and New London. 
At Norwich he had an interview with Governor Tmmbnll, who 
came there to meet him. On the I3th of April he arrived in 
New York. The divisions of tho army, moving more slowly, did 
not unite in that place till some days later. 

It was soon evident, that General Howe had gone in an- 
other direction, and that no immediate danger was to be ap- 
prehended from the enemy. The British armed vessels, hitherto 
3remaioing in the harbor, retired down to Sandy Hook, twenty- 
five miles from the city. The militia from Conneotiont and New 
Jersey were dischsrged. The first task of the Commander waa 
to inspect the works began by Gonoral Lee, direct their com- 
pletion , and prepare other means of defence. 

Hie presence of General Washington being ibonght essen- 
tial at -Congress, for the pnrpoee of advising with them on Ota 
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itate of affairs, and concerting alrangcinentB for the campaign, 
lie repaired to Philadelphia , luaviog the arnif in the command 
of Genera! Putnam. On bis way he examined Staten Island and 
the opposite Jersey shore, witli the view of iletermining the 
proper places for works of defence. He was absent fifteen days. 
He seems to have be«n disappointed and concerned at discoveriog 
divisions in Congress, which portended no good to the common 
canse. It was tnown, iratn'tfaelsta pinoeedinga id Farliamcnt, 
titat'commiarioneis w«M eondng ont'-witlu-pToposals of accom- 
modatioD. Id s latter io his brother, wr^ten at Philadelphia, 
ie speaks a« follows. 

■ 'I am very glad to find , fhat the Tii^nia Convention have 
passed so noble a vote, and with so mach anaiumity. Things 
kBve come to snch a pass now, as to convince ua, that we have 
notbing more to expect from the justice of Great Britain ; aiso, 
-that ahe is capable of the most delusive arts; for I atii eatlsficd, 
Ibat no comniarioners were ever designed , except Hessians and 
other formgners; and that the idea was only to deceive and 
throw n» off our guard. The first has been too effectually ac- 
eoinplxiliM, MoMu>]^™^'"bBrs of Congress, in short, the rep- 
rt^ititi(ite'itfj^'fi(A~ proviDcea, are still feeding themselves upon 
1]ie> daiirtiF fnvd^ctf rceonciliatioD ; and, thoo^ th^ will not 
allow, that the expectation of it has any influence npoD their 
jndgment with respect to their preparations for defence, it is but 
■too obvions, that it has an operation upon every part of their 
conduct, and is a elog to their proceedings. It is not in the 
nature of things to be otherwise^ for no man, that entertains a 
liope of seeing this dispute speedily and equitably adjusted by 
commissioners, will go to the same expense and ma the same 
hazards to prepare for die worst event, as he who believes, that 
he must conquer, or submit, to unconditional tirms, and the 
concomitants, such as confiscation, hanging, and the like." 

The allufiion , at the beginning of this pariigraph, is to a 
recent vote of the Virginia Convention, recommending to Con- 
gress to declare the United Colonies free and independent Stales. 
The opinion, that it was time for this decisive step to be taken, 
had beem firmly roosted in tbe mind of Washington ever since be 
fint saw the King's wpeteh at the opening of Partiainent, and 
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imdentood from it Qie temper "iritli which the Britisb government 
iTM determiaed, at all evente, to push :ta claims npoD the 
ooloniea. Prom that moment his last hope of recondliation 
T&oiihed. He waa convinced, ttiat Bubmitaioa on terms too 
humiliating to bo admitted, or a hard struggle, was the onlj 
alternative. Prom that moment, therefore, he believed the 
colonics ought to stand on the brond ground o£ independence. 
They coidd lose nothing by assuming ench a position ; tliey had 
been driven lo it by tliL^ir adverBaries; whether from weak coan- 
aelfl, obstinney, or wilful oppression, it wa«1iaele88 to inquire; 
and, if thoy must jield at last, it was better to fall nobly con- 
tending for freedom and justice, than to sink back into HBrritiide, 
branded with the reproach of degrading coDceuions. Such b^ng 
his sentimenta, he was rtgoiced at the spirit nuuiifested ia Ut 
powerfnl a colony u Tir^nui, Httiiig*an acaia^1e-'ii4)iol^cSliqn 
were read]' to follow,' and leading to a union wUch.woold fix dfe 
thoughts and hearts of the people on a single object, encourage 
the desponding, atrengthen the military arm, and give a new 
impulse to the whole country. 

Notwithstanding the hesitancy o£ some of the members of 
Congress, there was still a large majority for vigorous action; 
and, while he was there, they resolved to reinforro the nrniy at 
New Tork with thirteen thousand eight hundrt'il iiiilili:i. rlniM-ti 
from Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, and Xt^w Jurst^y; 
and a flying camp, of ten thousand more, from Fenusylvania, 
Maryland, and Delaware. 

On his retnrn to New York, he tost no time in making 
preparations to reci^ivc the enemy, whose fleet was now expected 
Boon to appruneh the coast. Besides the burden of his command, 
he was hnrneBcd with other difficulties. Long Island, Staten 
Island, many pnrts of the interior, and even the city itself, 
swarmed with disaffected persona, or Tories, who were plotting 
clandestine and dangerous schemes. Governor Tryon, the centre 
of motion to this fraternity, continued on board a vessel at the 
Hook, and had his emissaries abroad in every direction. The 
Frorinoial Congress, either distrustful of its powers, or too 
mnch contaminated with the leaven of disaSbction in (ome of iu 
members, was tardy to propose, and more tsidy to exeoate, ai^ 
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plana Cor eritdicating the niiHcluGf. Wagbington expoatulntKcI, 
rcasoneci, urged, tiil at leugth u secret committee was appointed 
to take up und cxnoiinc suspected persons. 

Aware of the deliciicj of tliis subji-ct, Congreaa early paae- 
cd a reaolution, by irhich the power of appri' handing Tories was 
put Into the hands of tbe eivil aulliority uf each roluny. This 
was a wise and politic regulation. Sluch abuse and iujustice 
might have followed, if the Conlineutal oflicura bad been per- 
mitted to am-st persons upon Buspicion; whereas the local civil 
authorities, with a full knowledge of eharaeti>rs aud cireumetan- 
CCH, might proceed with proper discriminalion, and avoid ciiii- 
founding the innocent with the guilty. That there might not be 
a want of power to execute this business tlTcclually , the Conven- 
tions, nSBembliea, and eomniittees were autlioriic<l to employ » 
military force from the Cuntincutal army, which, in such cases, 
was bound to aet under their orders. Many Tories were appre- 
hended in New Vork and on Long Island ; some were imprison- 
ed, others (iisarmed. A deep plot, originating with Governor 
Tryoii, was d(-feati?d by a timely acid fortunate discovery. liis 
agents were found enlisting men in the American camp, and 
enticing them with rewards. The infection spread to a consid- 
erable extent, and even reached the General's guard, some of 
whom enlisted. A soldier of the guard was proved guilty by a 
eoiirt-martinl, and e?iccutcd. It was a part of the plot to seize 
General WasbEugton and convey him to tbe en.'my. 

On the 2Bth of June, a part of the British Uect from Hal- 
ifax arrived at the Hook. Tlie remainder followed within a week, 
and General Howe established bis head-quarters at Stuten Island. 
An immediate n I tack was p.'(pected ; but audi was not the pur- 
pose of General Howe. A deet from England was on its way to 
joiu him, under the command of his brother, Lord Howe, the 
bearer ot proposals from the ministry for an aecommodulion, 
the cScct of whfch was to be tried before hostilities should bo 
renewed. 

Whilst the enemy was thus gathering strength at the door 
of New York, and in sight of the American troops, Gin.ral 
Washington received from Congresa the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. At six o'clock in the evening, the regiments were paraded, 
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and the Declaration wob rend aloud in the hearing of them all. 
It was greeted ititii tht; most heart}' denionBtrationB of jay and 
applauae. "The General hapoB," said the orders of the day, 
'that tliia imporfauit event will serre as a fresh incentire to every 
offtcor and aoldicr to ftct mth Melitj and courage, as knoiring, 
tliat now the peace and eiltAy of lils country depend , nnder Godi 
eolelj' OD tbe soceeBB of out anna, and he k now ia the 
MTvica of a flt«ta poaicsaed of Bufficient power to reward hia 
merit, and sdranoe liim to the highest honors of a free eoontiy." 
The United Colonies of North America were declared to be F¥m 
and Ind^ndent States, and from that day the word colonies is 
not known in their history. 

As the Amerloans had no Hriaed vuseelx in the harhor, Gen- 
eral Howe ventured upon the uxpuriment of sending two ships, 
one of forty anil the otlicr of twenty guns, with three tendcra. 
up HuuBon s Bivcr. Taking auvantagc of a brisk an<i favorable 
brccue, they pasacu the battcnca at Iiew lork aiiu Paulua Ilook 
without being checked, or apparently tniared. the men on the 
decks being protected bv ramparts of Hmd^baga. The veasela 
ascended to a part of die nver. called Tappan Sea. nken tbe 
breadth of the water secured them against molestation from the 
land. General fieorge Clinton then imd command of the New 
lo 1 n I 11 1 on 

the 7 I B 1 Urly 

in the Highlands. W di'f.'ud those pnsscs. and prcvL-ut tlie enemy 
from penetrating beyond tbem. But in reality ihe Briiish j-i-n- 
eral B only obiects were, to cut off the communication by waxcr 
between Washington s anny.a^, Canada, ana between the city 
and country, thereby .obAuOling' snpplies ; to givo countonauce 
to Aa Toriea;: and laiiaife'WnindiDgB in the river. The vessels 
were absent from tba fleet five wedu, during which time one of 
tlte tenders was bnmt by a firC'Ship sent among them by a party 
of Amerieua. * 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Loud Howb joined liis brother ut Stiiten Island before tha 
middle of July. While at bb&, he had vritten a circular letter 
to the Ut« royal gareraora in tiio coIonieB, presnmiag them to 
be still in power, aecompanied bj a Dedaration setting forth hia 
jwthorily as commiHioner from the King, and the terms pro- 
posed for a reeonuUation. These papers were pat on abore by 
a fl^ at AaHiay, vheuoe they came to tiie hands of Gen end 
Wasliington, who enclosed them to the President of CongreaB. 
The terms amounted to notbinK more than a. promise of pardon 
and favor to those, irbo Bhoiild return to thcu- allegiance and 
asBiBt in restoring public tranquiilitj'. Tlie papers treru oruercd 
to be published by Congress, that the people might know, as 
stated in the ordor, what they had to expect from the coort of 
Great Britain, itm\ "be convinced that the valor alona of their 
country was to aavo its liberties. Lord Howe s amval at so 
late ft day, being after the decliLration of independence- was 
regarded by him ns a circumstance unfavorable to the success oi 
his mission; but the truth is. the proposition he brought ont 
wontd not at any time have been listened to. as affording a 
reasonable ground 'of reconciliation. It k-ft untouched all the 
original causes gt eomptaint. To ? 'jpiione ihc miniatry bod any 
other hope of this measure, than what wn» d^Tivod from thA 
prowess of their formidable ormv and {t-ii:r. wnula be a seraro 
reflection upon their common imiilligeiiec and wisdom. Tho 
Americnns believed it to be an attempt to amuse, deceive, and 
disunite thoin; anti, by a natural reaction, it tendeo to increase 
their efforts and bind them more cloiiely together. 

The day before the above papers were landed at Amhoy, 
Lord Howe despatched a letter to general Washington by a flag, 
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■whieli was detaintii in the harbor by tbo gunrd-b"ate , tilt the 
Genurut'e ortlisra slioulil bi: known. lie liiid previoiigl}' dttter- 
mineJ to declini! recuiving any letter from the British eommanders, 
not direotcd to bim in bii publia character. Colonel Reed, od- 
jntaDt-geQeral of (he arm)', went down to meet the flag, with 
iastructione to that effi-ct. The ofScer, who had charge of the 
flag, showed him n li^tter din'cti^d "To George Waskinglon 
Esq.," which hi- h;ii.l .vas fniiii Lrinl ilowc. Tt w^i^i, of course, 
declined. The oflicur ixpi-i-sF,-(l n gn t , hni'i tliL> I,rtti;r was im- 
portant, and ratluT nf a rivil tliaii iiiilitiiry natorc, and at last 
inquired in what manner Mr. Washington cboxu to bo addreasedi 
Colonel Reed replitd, thjit his statiun wus well known, and 'that 
no doubta could properly exist uii that point. They sepaiMsd^ 
and the flag returned with the lettvr to the fleet.. In mepliHiSttg 
thia inoident to Congreaa. Waahingtoo said. *I would DOt'tipoIi 
any occasion aaonflee essBUtiaia n>. punctilio: but in una vutMttw; 
the opinion oi oiners concurring wim mv own. i deemed^tnti 
doty to my country and my appointment, to insist upoitHil^t- 
respeet, wbich. m any other than a public view, i wonlA:**- 
Imsly hiivi^ waveU. ■ The coor«e He Jiii.l taken was hlgUj^^A^ 



■Washington a few days afl^Twarda , r,.p,.aliiig tile same Buper- 
Bcripuou. ±ui8 letter wuH [iKewise reiusiU. lie tlieii senttiol- 
oael PatersoD, adjutant- g'-n^m I nf the British army, who was 
■dmitted to an interriew with the Ameriean commander, and p>>o- 
dnccd a letter direotud " To George IVaskingCon, Esq. ^c. t(*c. ^c." 
Colonel Pttteraon used tht title of 'Excellency" in addressing 
bim, and Said, "that General Howe much regrutti'd the diffi- 
culties, whieh had arisen respecting the addn-ss of the letter to 
General Wasbington; that it was deemed consistent with pro* 
priety, and founded upon pn-cedenta of the liko nature -by am- 
baaaadora and pUntpotuntiaiiea , when disputes or difficnlties of 



ntok bad Briacn; that hori Howe and Gcncrnl Howe did not 
mean to dorogato from the Tt'spcct or rank of Geni^ral WaBliing- 
lon; and Qiat Ihiy held bis pi'rson and churncti'r in thv highest 
CBlccm." Washington n'plii:d, 'that n letti-r dirctttd to a person 
in u public diararter should have euini: desoription or indication 
of it, otbcrwiBU it would itppoar a. mtrc private k'ltur; and Ibut 
be should absolukly didinc any li-ltiir diriii:ti d to him as a pri- 
vate person, when it ri'lalcd to his publit alation." After a good 
deid of conversation on thiB Huhjeet, and also on the pHrtienlars 
supposed to be eont^iincd in Ihii letter, Colonel Paterson was 
introduced to several of lliu general officers of the American 
army, and then took his leave. In giving an nceount of tbis 
conference (o the minislrj'. General Iluwe observod, "The inter- 
view was more polito than intercstingj'however, it induced mo 
to change my superscription for the ntlainnieiit of un end so de- 
sirable ; and in this view I flatter myself it wdl not bu dissp- 
provcd." Troni that time all letters addressed by the British 
cummanders to General Waslungtun bore hia proper titles. 

Genera! Howe remained two months at Staten Island, wait- 
ing for reinforcements, before he cunimenced the operations of 
the campaign. This period was employed by Washington in 
slrcngtheninB his works on New York lalnnd. A fort was begun 
at Uic norib part of the island, on a bill not far from this east 
bank of the IJj.ifl.jn, which was called Fort Washington; and 
another nearly oppoeilii to it on the other side of the river, in 
New Jersey, ut first culled Fort ConBlilution , and afterwards 
Fort Lee. Between Ibise forts the river's channel was obstructed 
by hulks of vessels and chi vau.t-.ie-friBc. Butteries were erected 
on the margins of the North ami East Rivers, redoubts weru 
thrown up at different pliiees, the grounds near KinEHbridge 
were fortified, and the whole island was put in as good a state 
of defence, us Ihu time and cireumFtaneeB wtiuld permit. Plana 
were concerted for attacking the enemy on Slalen Island by par- 
ties from Ibe Jersey shore; but ibe want of boats, and other 
obstiiclea, rendered these plana nhorlive. A general attack 
was Ibought unadvisable, as putting too much at hazard, whilo 
the ciieniy occupied an island i)roteeteii on every side by their 



: the BrItiBi 

■«ngth thou 



detachm,..ils on bourd Sir IVter FnrkiT's squaJron, under Clinton 
and i^ornwaiiis. rciurncd irom mcir signal rcpuise ai SuiiiTan a 
Isianu. and euch men BM Loru Dunniore had brought wiOi him 
from Virginia, The aggregate ot these torces was probably 
someiriiat above nremj' - lour ibousand men. Ii bas 'been 
eibDUrtedias high as thir^ tliouaand. The fleet wm nnntertnu' 
uid wdl eqnippadi aj^ iOe ndiole-^nuaiiient; fitf both -the 
land and sea aer^e. me anpptied- inth aQ bods of nulitarj 
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hundred, besides ofUcerB 

were miiiiia. snddeniv called irom their homes, nnaceusiomed 
to arma and to the expoaore and hardahips oi a camp. The 
aeaaon of the ye^t ana the want of tents occasioned much sick-' 
ness. Eren this small army was grcativ divided, being stationed 
at many points, from Brookjvn to Kiogsbriuge . over a space of 
more than fifteen nules in extent. 

An attack from the uncniv ivHa uaiiv expected. As the 
w ^ w 1 d m 1 



armv graduallv gained striinyth. Tho Convention of Xew York 
called out the militia ol lour countLen. ivnout three thousand 
aaaemblcd. and formed an ciicnmpitient uniier i.<enerai George 
Clinton near EingBbridgc. Three thousand came from Con- 
necticaL Two battaiiona oi nflcmen irom Pcnnsvivama. onO' 
from Maryland, and a reguuenc fromSeUware. likewue lOined 
the anny. 
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Int^DigcDCG nt length nirived, lhat tliu BritJBh troops were 
landin|r on Long Islsnd, between tlie Narrawn and Sandy Hook. 
It wng then apparent, that Ihuy designed to approach (he city 
across Long lalimd, and not lo attempt an immcdiat*! bombard- 
ment. Anticipating this nioyemont, IVaehington ]iad itt an cariy 
day postvA a body of troops nt Brooklyn, on a part ot Long 
Island oppoaite lo the city of New York, am! separated from It 
by the East River. This poaition •was well secured on the land 
aide by a ehain ot intrench mentn and redoubts, running .itong 
the high grounds from Wallabont Buy to Gowan's Cove; thcso 
works having been conBtrucled under the eye of General Greene. 
It was defended on the water side by butteries at Red Hook, 
Governor's Island, and other points. Between Brooklyn and 
.the place where thf enemy landed, was a range of hilts eovered 
with a thick wood, and crossed by ibrOE roada. The precaution 
had been taken lo throw up breastworks at the ]irincipnl passes 
on these hills, where three or four rcgiineiits were stutiuned. 
General Greene nt first commanded ou Long Island, but fall- 
ing ill with a fever, he was succeeded for a short time by 
General Sullivan. The command nt length devolved on General 
Putnam. 

The British army occupied the plain on the other side of 
the hills, extending in a line from the Narrows to Flatbush. 
General Grant commanded tlU! left wing near the coast, Do 
IleisCer the centre, compoaed of Hessians, and CMnton the right. 
About throe o'clock in the morning, on the 3 7th of August, a 
report was brought to tho camp, that the British were in motion 
on the road leading along the cunat from the Narrows. A detach- 
ment under Lord Stirling was immediately ordered out to meet 
tbem. General Sullivan was sent to the heights above Flatbush, 
DO the middle road. One regiment only was nt this post; and 
a little to the north of it, on the Bedford road, were two others! 
Meantime General Clinton, with Earl Percy and Cornwallis, 
led the right wing of the British army by a circuit into tho Ja- 
maica road, which was not guarded, and gained the rear of the 
Americans under Sullivan. Before this was accomplished, rein- 
toreemcnta had been sent from the camp to support both Sullivan 
and Stirling. The attack naa begun at an early hour by Grant 



Digiiuefl by Googlt 



132 

and Do Heieter, but wna kept up wiLh little spirit, as they were 
not to aclvunco till CliiiLon should rench thii left flank or rear of 
the Americana. As Boon iis it was kaoirn, by tho-sonnd of the 
gonB, thiit (hie was cffeeted, they pushed vigorously forward, 
itnd Ihc action heciunQ general and wurm in every part, tba 
ti'oops nndcr Lord Stirling, consisting of the Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and Delaware regiraeuls, fought wifb signal Lnivery, 
contesting every foot of ground against u greatly Hupcrlor force, 
till Lord Cortiw.illiB, with a dutachtncnt frnm Clinton's division, 
cume upon their rear, lirought them between two fires and com- 
pelled them to retreat within tbuir linos acrons a creek and marsh 
near Gowan'a Cove. General Snllivan, willi llie regiineuta on 
the heights obovo Flalbush, being attaekcd by De Heiater on. 
one aide and Clinton on the either, nfter making an obstinate . 
resistance for three hours, was obliged to surrender. As the 
grounds wpru broken and covered wilh wood, the action in this 
part was condnelJid by a, succession of skirmisbcH, and many of 
the troops forced their way through the enemy and returned (o 
Brooklyn. After the battle was over. General Ifowe encamped 
his army in front o£ the American lines, intending to carry Ilium 
by regular approaches with the cooperation of his fleet. 

The issue of the day was disastrous to the Americans. 
Their loss was between eleven and twelve hundred men, more 
than a thousand of whom were captured. General Sullivan and 
Lor<l Stirling were among the prisoners.. The whole number 
engaged was about five thousand, who were opposed by nl least 
GfU^eii thouaand of the enemy, well provided wilb artillery- That 
ao many CRcaped , was owing to thu nature of the ground, and 
to the action having been fought in detached parties, some of 
which were aevernt milt'S distant from each other. The courage 
and good conduct oE the troops, particularly those under Lord 
Stirling, were unlvursully neknowleclged. 

During the action Gcuiei-ul Washington crossed over to 
Brooklyn. Ue is said to have witnessed the rout and alaugbtiT 
of his troopa with the keenest anguish, us it was impossible to 
detach othors to their relii^f without exposing the eamp to im- 
minont danger. A heavy ruin the next day kept the, main body 
«r the enemy in their tenta. Light purties came out, and there 
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TTHB oconaional BkirmiBliing iicnr the lines. A -strong lipiiil wind 
prt-i-ented tiiu ships from HBCKoding the hnrhor. Tlie loss suBlHin- 
cd in thi! lata action, the injury which the amiB and omnmnition 
liad received by the rains, the great force of the enemy, and the 
probability thnt the ships wonld tnke advuntage of the first fa- 
vorable wind. Bail into Ibc East River, and thus cut off the only 
channel of retrcnt, rendered it nbvIniiFi. that nnv fiirlbpr nltemnt 
to maiotatii the post at Erooklvn woutu be hazunlous in the itK- 
trome. It was known, also, that somu of tbe British nlnpii ha<l 
passed round Long Island, nnd wi're now in Fhishing Buv: nii'l 
there were indications, that is was trenrral Howes dosign to 
tranajiort n part ot his arirj- across the Sound, and form an en- 
campment above Kingshridge. rhis would put tiew York Island 
in jeopardy, nnd the forces at Erooklvn would be csscnluii for 
its HefL-nce. ■ A council of war was called. No tune was lust in 
deliburtttion. It was resolved to withdraw the troops from Long 
Island. Boats were collected ana othor preparations yiPTe, made- 
without delay. On the morning of the aOth. thu whole army, 
amounting to nine thousand men. the military siores. nearlv all 
the provisions, and the artillcrv- except a few hciu>y cannon, 
were safely landed in New York. With siieh flccronv. silence 
and order, was every thing condncteu. that the last boat whs 
crossing the river, before the retreat was diHcnvered liv the 
enemy, nfthough parties were stationed within six hiindri>ii vnrds 
of the lines. 

This retreat, in if* plan, ejsecution , and succesB, Las been 
regarded as one of the most remarkahlu military events in history, 
and as reflecting tbe bighcat credit on tbe talents nnd nkill of Ihe 
commander. So intense was the anxiety of Washington, so un- 
ceasing bia OKcrtions, thnt for forty-eight hours ha did not clooc 
hh eyes, and rarely dismounted from his horse. 

There have been various strictures on this battle, both in 
regard to the action itself, and to the policy of Washington in 
atltmpting to oppose the enemy at all on Long Island. The 
strange oversight in leaving the Jamaica road unguarded , and 
the neglect in procuring early ajid constant intelligence ot the 
raovemenia of the British army, were the immediate cause* of 
the deplorable events of the day. These fanlts, however, snoli 
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sa they wore. Tested with the officers on the IkIiiihI. (J.-ticral 
Washington hnd given expresH inHtruelions , tb;it the stricWBt 
vigilance should be abscrvcd in every'part of tiio outer lincB. It 
woB UDfortunftt<i that the iilimss of General Gn^ene deprived Ihe 
commanilur on the spot of Mb counsel, ho boing thoroughly ao- 
quainttd with the grounds and thti roads; whereas General 
Putnam took the command onlj four dajB biiforc the action, and 
of courae had not been able Irom personal inspection to gain the 
roqnisilo knowledge. The want of vediittps was another iin- 
fortunate circiini stance. To comniunicaW Jntelligonee with suf- 
ficient celurity over so wi'do a space, without light-horse, was 
impracticable. At this time, Iiowever, not a single company of 
cavalry had been attacbeU to the American array. 

As to the other point, the propriety of raainUiining a stand 
on Long Island, it must be considered, that the enemy was to 
be met somewhere, that the works at Brooklyn offered a fair 
prospect of defence for a eonaidorable time at least, that the 
abandonment of the Island would open a free passage to General 
Howe to the very borders of New York, separated only by the 
East River, and that to retreat, without even « show of re- 
sistance, BB till! first operation of tbe campaign, would be un- 
satisfactory to Congress, (he country, and tiie army. Besides, 
it wflfl not tho purpose of Wasliinj;ton lo entice the enemy to a 
general action, or allow himself to bo drawn into one.V it couid 
possibly be avoided. Such an experiment, with his raw troops 
and mililia, against a force superior in numbers, aod still more 
BO in experience and discipiiDe, aided by a powerful flett, he 
well knew wonld lie the height of rashness, and might end in 
the total ruin of the American cause. Wisdom and prudence 
dictated a different course. To wear away the campaign by 
keeping the enemy employed in small encounters, dividing iheir 
attention, and interposing obstacles to their progress, was all 
that could be done or undertaken with any reasonable hope of 
success. Such a system would diminish the resources of the 
enemy, habituato his own soldicra to the pracliccs of war, give 
the country an opportunity to gather strength by union and time, 
And thus prepare the way for more decisive efforts at a futnro 
day. This policy, so sound in its principles, and so triumphant 
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in its Unal results, me tu>t relithed hj the Bhortsighted malti- 
tude, eager to bear of battles and victories, and ready to ascnbe 
the disappointment of their wishes to the fault of the General. 
The murmurs and complaints of eucli persona, though bo loudly 
and widely expressed that they might lie taken a.B denoting the 
public sentiment, ircre borne with fortitude by Washington; 
nor did he suffc^ himself la be turned by tliem from what be 
believed to be his duty in watching over the vital interests of 
bia country, 

. By tbe last retnma, the number of troops fit for duty was 
Jess tbau twenty tbonsand, and many bad aiuoe deterted. One 
thotuand men were immediately ordered to •join bim from the 
' Flying Camp, tben in New Jersey nnder General Uercer. A 
boiuly of ten dollars bad been offered to each soldier, that would 
enlist into tbe Continental service; but this produced little effect, 
M the bounty to the militia was in some instances double that 
amoant. 'Till of late," be observea, °I bad no donbt of defend- 
ing New York; nor should I have yet, if the njen would do their 
duty; but this I despair of. It is painful to give such unfavor- 
able accounts; but it would be criminal to conceal the truth at 
BO critiGal a junctUFe. Every power I possesa shall ho extrted to 
8erve~the cansa; and my first wish is, that, whatever may be the 
event, iha Congress will do me the justice to think so." In sucb 
a situation a more gloomy or- discouraging prospect could hardly 
be imagined. No trials, however, in a good cause, could de- 
press the mind or nnnerre the energy of Washington. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 




Whbs General Howe had taken poseeBeibn of Long Isinnd, 
his plana began to be unfolded. Tbr. Reel CEime into the harbor, 
and an armed vessfl punsed up the East lUver; but there were 
no indications of an attauk on the city. It vaa obvioas, indeed, 
that he designed to take New York by oncompassiDg it oa the 
\aa& aide, and to re&ain from a caoiioiude and bombardment, 
hy tfidih. the city might ba iqjared, and raidered leu fit for (be 
aocommodation of his troops in the winter, and less valuable aa ■ 
place to be held during the war. Such being clearly tlta aim 
of the British commander, the attention of Waehigton was next 
drawn to the best madu of evacuating the city. 

As a preparatory atep he removed beyond Kingsbridgo the 
atorea and baggage least wanted, !□ a council of genera! officers 
there was a difference of •pinion as to a total evacuation. All 
agreed, that the town would not bo icnabtc, if it should be 
bombarded; and it was manifest, that this might be done at any 
moment. Some were for destroying tbo city at once, and leaving 
it a waste, from which the enemy could derive no benefit, As an 
argument Tor this procedure, it was said two thirds of the prop- 
erty belonged to Tories. Others thought the position should be 
maintained every hazard, till the army was abaolntely driven 
ooi^ A middle coarse was taken. - It was resolved ao to dispoM 
the troops, aa to be prepared to resist any attack on the upper 
parts of the Island, and retreat with the remainder whenever it 
should become necessary. Nine thousand men were to be 
stationed at Mount Washington, Eingsbridge, and the smaller 
posts in the vicinity of those places, five thousand to continue in 
the dty, and the remdue to oocnpy the intermediate space, ready 
to anppDrl dlliet of these divisions. The aiok» amonndag to one 
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qturter of the whole may, were to be temared to' the Jenejr 

ude of the HudaoD. 

While tbeic arrangements were in pTogrcBs, the enemy were 
not idle, nltlifni"!! prul^alilv li " m-Iivo th:iii iIk'v would olhoriTiBe 
have been, iii rmnLijii. m r d iiii uitiTnt w lu titeuii Lord Howe 
and a committee of Coiittress at Stuten leliind, Eolicited by the 
former in the hope of suggesting some plnii ol rcconcihation 
conformable to the terms of his commiBsion. This attempt 
proving abortiTC, the operatLons commenced in earnest. Four 
flhips sailed into the Bait BiTSr, and andiored abont a mile 
abavar tfce. ti)^i> SSia- wot iaj six others fallas»d<;^as£mtit»jaf 

'i^On.lbeilftfliofSepteinbtti'in.'^-^fiondi^i'.thlM meiNtit 
wai'«w!eilded:HndMn)ifii.*«tur:high~a8 BlootoiBgdale, with the 
view of dtTidiiig tlie attention of the. Amerioana bj making a 

leint OQ that aide. At the same time General Howe embarked 

nstronf; .ILvi-inu i>f Lis aniiv, commanded bv Rononil Clliit™, 

on Loiifi I^Uiil- AbQiit oleveu oVloi^k, tlu'SL^ trouj.^. Laving 
come into tlie Ejist Kiver, hcp,an to land jit Ki[)'s Bov, iiiukr tbc 
fire of two forty-pnn slnps and tlirce friRales. lialliTirs liad 
been erected IIictc; but ibe men wyru ;iriven fi-om tUoin bv tlu' 
firing from the ahips. General Washington wns now nl IIjiltUui, 
whither he had gone the night before, on account of the movements 
x>f the enemy tA HontKaor's Island; and, Wn'ng die, sound of 
the guns, he hastened with all despatch to die.pUce ot landis|t 
To hia inezpreisihle chagrin be fonnd the troops, that had been 
posted on the lines, precipitately retreating without fu-ing a shot, 
alt&ongh not more than sixty or seventy of the enemy were in 
sight; and also two brigades, whieh had been ordered to tlieir 
support, flying in thu greatest confusion, in spite of every effort 
of tbi-ir officers to rally and form t!u.|]i. U h a:iid, that no 
iiiLl.lenl of tliii wiir caused WiishiiislOTi to b^^ (io much excited, 
as hi- ;ipjii'iin;d on tbis occiit-iun. lie rode iiHstily towacda the 
enemy, till bis own persoo was in danger, hoping to encourage 
the men by his example, os. rouse them, to a sense of ehame far 
their cDwardiee. Biiii'talbiihja exertions wen finidaU -.- Xhia 
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tMH)p«, beiiig flight r^meuta in all, fled to tbe 100111 body on 
Eoeriem Flaios. 

The diviaian in New York , under tbe command of General 

Futnam, retreateil \vi[li iliiTin.lly, and .vidl oonrideralUt'rlbH. 
Fifteen men only wi-n: kmnvu to Idlled, bnt more HbaA tbrse 
hundred irere tala'ii |irihi>iRT^. Nearl]' alt llie heaTj cannon, 
and a conBiderable qunnlity of bnggagc, stores, and proviBions, 
were left behind. A prompt aad judicious mantcnvro on the part 
of the British general, by xtrctcbiiig bis army across the island 
fiwm Kip's Bay to Hudson's River, would have cut off the rear 
of the retreating division. Bat thia tna iiot.effected,<A0T. w<n 
the Americans pursued with much vigor in tU&i^ette^' Q4aiM. 
Washington drew all his forces together wHldn-Uie lines on-'die 
Heights of Haerlcni, where they encamped tbe same night Head- 
qnaitera were fixed at Morria's Houae, a mile and a halfioBtli- 
from Monnt Washington, on which was Bitnato the fortvofMAt 
name. After sending a small detachment to take pAiaMdtfi^vlf 
the aty,' General Howe enoamped ^lh''ttia>laq;w. part idt hii 
army near the American lines, his' riglit'TeiUng on "the East 
lUver, and his left on the Hudson, aapported at each extareme by 
the ships in those rivers. 

The next momiEi!:. CdIoiu^I Ktniwll'in went mil with a party 
of rangers, volunu'i'i-s lrji[ii tin- Ni-w Ln^Lind ri-^imcnts, and 
advanced throngli the woods towards the untutiy's lines. When 
be was cUacovered, General Howe detached two battalions of 
"Ught in&nlTj, and a regitneut of Highlanders, to meet and d^va 
him back. To these were aftwwatds added % battalion of Hessian 
Bi«ut3i«^'«>Co|npai^ of chassenrs, and two Geldpiecesi On the 
Appearance W ^ l l i M a' troopa in the open grotutda between the two 
camps, General Washington rode to the ontposts, &it be might 
be at hand to make snch arrangements u oirenmstanees abonld 
require. He had hardly reached the lines, when he heard b 
firing, which proceeded from an encounter between Colonel 
Knowlton and one of the British parties. The rangers returned, 
and said that the body of the enemy, aa they thought, amounted 
to three hundred men. Knowlton was immediately reinforced 
by three companies from Weedon's 'Virginia refpment nnder 
Uqor Leitch, and ordered to giUn thdr rear, while thdr 
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attention iru drrerted hj makiiig m (fispMitian to attack them 

The plnn vae aucccBsful. As the party approached in front, 
the enemy maheil down the hill to take ndvantige of * fence and 
biuhca, and comiocnced firing, but at too great a diatance to be 
eSectodL Meantime Colonel Knowlton made an attack on ilie 
other iide, though rather in the flank thui rear, and adranced 
mXb ipirit. A sharp coaflict enaoed. H^or Ldteh, Vho led 
the attack, wu carried off mortall)' wounded, three balls having 
been shot- through his body ; and in a short time Colonel Knowlton 
fell. The acUon iraB rcaolutcly kept op by the remainiag ofGcers 
and the men, till other detechmenta arrived to their gopport; and 
they charged the enemy with such firmaeas and intrepidity, as to 
drive them from the irood to th*e plain, when General Waahbgton 
ordered a retreat, apprehending, what proved to be the case, 
fliat a large body was on its way from the British camp. The 
engagement, from lirst to last, continned four hours, al^oagh the 
sharp fighting ivas of short duration. General Howe reported 
ught officera and seventy privates wounded, and fonrtean men 
.killed. The American losa was fifteen killed, and about forty- 
five wounded. ■ . 'i ■- •■ji'r.-.t*- yvi lu-- ^•■•li 
Colonel Knowhon ma a gallant and meiiU^fiaaa of^er, tnd 
bis death was much lamented. The events of the daj were 
important, not so mnch on account of their magnitude, as of their 
influence on the army. The retreating, flying, and disco mGtures, 
which had happened since the Briliah landed on Long Island, 
contribnted greatly to dispirit the troops , and to destroy their 
confidence in themaolves and in their officers. The good conduct 
and success of this day were a proof, nn the one hand, that tiie 
enemy was not invincible, and' on the other, that the coiusge, so 
nobly exhibited at Lexington and Bunker's Hilt the year before, 
sUll existed in the American ranks. 

The lines were too formidable on Haerlem Heights to tempt 
tbe British commander to try the experiment of an assault. His 
army lay inactive on the plains below more than three weeks. 
General Washiagton employed the time in strengthening his 
works , and preparing at all points for defence. His linea in 
front estended from Haerlem River to the Hodiim, ^nite unau 
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tlio Idand, wMofa st Uiis plaee ii lomewlurt more flun'a uSk 

-wide. Genernl Greene commanded on the Jersey side, wHh hia 
bead-qunrters at Fort Lee; and General Heath at EingBbridge, 
bejoiiil v,'lilcli, oil u hill tovarda Vbe Hadion, a fort vras erected, 
called t'urt Iriiiepuiiiionce. 

T)ie eiilij<M;t, whiuli now engaged tlie most anzioas diougbts 
of Washiugtoii, was the situation and proapecta of the army. We 
have Men that the eetablishment formed at Cambridge was to 
continue for one year, and the time of its diiaalution was near 
at hand. lie bad often called the attention of Congress to tbia 
important subject, and pressed upon them the necessity of 
some radical alterations in the system hitherto pnrsued. By 
the experience of the past year all bis first impressions had 
been confirmed, and all bis fears realized, in regard to tlie 
miachievoua policy of short enliBtmeotB, and of relying on militiA 
tO'.act against veteran troops. Disobedience of orders, shameibl 
desertions, ;ninning awiiy from the enemy, plundering, and 
every kind of irregularity in the camp, had been the latal eon- 

"To bring men lo a proper dugrau of subordination," Biiid 
he, "ifl not the i^ork of a day, a month, or even a year; and, 
nnbappiiy for us and the cause ne are engaged in, the little 
discipline I have been laboring to establiab in the army under 
m; immediate command is in a manner done' away, by having 
anah a miiture' of troops, as have been called together witbin 
theift fw months. B«lased and wSt as our rules and regulations 
of war aie lot the goremmeDt of on army, the militia (those 
' properly so eaQed, foe ai these we have tvro sorts, the six-months' 
meD,-and tliote sent in is a temporary aid,) do not tbink them- 
selves anhject to them, and therefore take liberties, vhich the 
soldier is pwniehed for. This creates jealousy; jealousy begets 
dissatisfaction; and this by degrees ripens into mutiny, keeping 
the whole army in a confuaed and disordered state, rendering the 
time of those, who wish lo see regularity luiil good order prerai), 
more unhappy tlian words ean describe. Beaiiies this, Midi 
repealed clianges take piace, that alf arrangement is set at noogU, 
and the constant floctttatioD of thinga deranges ereiy plan.ae fart 
as it is adopted." 
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At die <30M of the loag and able letter to CoDgreH. from 
whicb this extract is tnkmi, his leeimirii unaer the trials ha 

suffered, and in eontenipUitinn tiii' liiiiii<>. Fin' iiiiDrusBivtMv de- 
scribed. 

distr^sFing, tdiin that persou's, ivim is it\ iw in'iiii i>[ triiiiiiB 
rpgnrdJi^es nS order iind discipline, iniu ii[iiiniviiii.'ii witii iiiiii<iHti 
everj neceeaar)'. In a word, the uiriitriiiiiirs. wnirii iiiivt iiir ever 
surrounilud mo since I hare been in luu service, ana koul mv 
mind constantly upon the stretch; uie wounds, which mv teeimgs 
a* an olficer Imtc received b^. a tnogsana tuu^a, tbat have 
happened oontMiy to my expeotatknu and wishea; the effect of 
my own coaduet, and preaent appearance of thingB, so little 
' plaaiing to nyaeU , aa to render it a matter of no snrpiue to ma 
3 I shonU stand capitally oenmred by Congren; added to a 
oonaciouBiwH of my inability to govern an army compoaed of 
such discordant parts , and under snch a variety of intricate and 
perplexing circumstanceB; — induce not only a belief, but a 
thnruuKli eonviction in my mind, that it will be impossible, unless 
there ia a thorough change in our military system, for me to 
conduct mailers in such a manner as to give aatisfaoUon to the 
public, whieh is nil the recompensi! I aim at, or ever wished for." 

Moved by his re presentation a and appeals, aa well as by 
their own sense of the necesaity of the case, Congress determined 
to re-orgaulEe the army, on a plan conformable in ita eHcntial 
features to the aaggeatioDB the CommandM^-in-chief> Not that 
Ae jeatsnay of a atanding army had gubalded, bnt the deolaration 
ol independeDce had pat die war npcn a footing different from 
iiiti, cm which it was before auppoaed to aland; and they, who 
for a long time cherished a lingering hope of reconciliation, were 
at length convinced, that the struggle would not aoon terminate, 
and that it must be met by all the means, which the wisdom, 
patriotism, and resources uf the country could supply. As it 
was n contest of strength, a niililm- force, coherent in its parta 
and durable in its chavaciiT, was ilit^ (irat reqaisitc To the 
reaotote and diac^ning this hnd been obviona from .the moment .. 
tiie aword waa drawn. The erenta of a year had impieaaed it on 
fhcmHida of all. 



The new tmay wtiB to coniist of eighty-eight battalions, 
apportioned in qaotoa ia the several States according to their 
atnlit^. The largest quota wa? fifteen battalions, which number 
iraa saBioned reSDectivclv to Vireinia and MaseadiuBetU. . The 
men were to aerve durtna tht tear, this great point being at last 
gamed. To encourage enliHtmenti. a bounty of tventy dollars 
and one bnndred acrea of land was offered to each non-commiB- 
Bioned ofBee^ ^nd pnvate; odd Unds in certain qiinniiiu'» luul 
pvoportiODt were likewise promised to the commissi on nil oiiituva. 
The business of enlisting ihe troops to fill up t\u'. iinorsn. nnd 
of proviiling thcni ivitU arms nnrl Holliiiig. dpvnlvocl mii.n llie 
Tl f U g 

was to he ikduttcd from the aotdier's pay. Colonels and all 
luwer officers were to be appoimco by ibe Slates, but coni- 
missioncd by Congress. The rulefi for the governnient anu 
difigikne of the army were at the same time revised and greatly 
Impended. 

■ . .Thns matuTBd, the.plan was pent to tbe Commander-in-chief, 
and wu soon followed by K committee from .Congress, instmcted 
to inquire into t^e state of the army. From this committee the 
-news of Congress wore more folly aeoertainedj but General 
Washington perceived defects in the soheine, which lie feared 
would retard, if not defeat, its operation. The pay of the officers 
had not been increased; and he was persnaded, that officers of 
character could not be induced to retain their commissions on' the 
old pay. The mode of appointing them was defective, it being 
left to the Btate governments, wlncli would act slowly, without 
adequate knowledge, and often under inlluences not salntary to 
the interests ol the army. The pay of the privates was also 
inBufficient. Congress partially remedied tliese defects in con- 
forinitv to Ins advice, by raising the officers' pay, giving a suit 
of clothes annually to each private, and requesting the States to 
send commissioners to the army, with full powers to arrange with 
the Commaodet^in-cbief the appomtment trf all the ofGcms. ^ith 
the jealousy of State soreragn^, end the fear of a' Btandiug 
army, this was all that could he obtuned liioin ihe repr^eotativea 
of fliB States. And perht^s it was euongh, oonaideiuig Ouis 
want of power to execute their resolves, and the necessity cdE 
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bemg cautious to pass such only as the people iroald approve 
and obey. The above plan was modiScd before it went into 
effect, by allowing men lo enlist for three jears; these men not 
receiving the bounty in land. Hence the army from that time 
was compoaod of two kinds of troops, thoao engaged for the war, 
and those for three years. At .length, also, the States being 
nL^gligenl and UirJy In proiiiiUug for the uppoiatnient of officers, 
Congress anthoriicd General Washington to fill up the vailnncies. 

A circuliir letter was 'written by the President a! Congresa 
to the Siutes, urging thcra to eoroplel^i their quotas without delay. 
The proper steps irerc immediately taken; but an evil soon crept 
into the system, which produced much mischief throughout the 
war. To hasten enlistments, some of the States offered hounties 
in addition to those given by Congress; and in many cases the 
townn, to whieh quotas were assigned hy the State governments, 
raised the bounties still higher, differing &om each other la the 
amount. Agiiin, when the militia were called out on a sudden 
cmorgoney, it was usual to offer them extraordinary rewards for a 
short term of service. This practice was injnrious on many 
aecounlB. ft kept back men from enlisting by the hope of higher 
bounties; and, when they were brought together In the field, 
although the Continental pay was uniform, yet many were re- 
ceiving more from incidental bounties, and in various propoMlona, 
which created mnmiurings and jealousies between individual!, 
CQinpanies, and rcgiiuenls. Nor was there the aatutary cheek of 
interest to opcroto as a restruiut upon the States. The war was 
a coiunion charge, and, when money or credit could be applied to 
meet the present exigency, it was a sioall sacriRce to be bountiful ' 
in accumulating a debt, which the continent was pledged to pay. 
There could be no other remedy than a sujireme power in Con- 
gress, which did not exist; and the ei-il was at all times a source 
of irregularities in the military arrangements, and of vexation to 
the Commander-in-chief. 

The arduous duties ot General Washington's immciliuto 
command were now increased by the task of organizing a new 
uriny, and holding conferences with oommiBBionera from the 
States for the appointment of officers, in the midst of an active 
campaign, while the enemy wore pressing upon him with a force 



Titttjr mperior in diicipline, *k times niperior in numbera, and 
abundant]; supplied vritb provisions clothing tents, and all tfa« 
mtu^donB <d war. 

Sir William Howe was sooa in motion. Havinfc prepared 
bis plans for gaining the rear of ^le American army, . bv wliiah 
he hoped either to cut off ita coqininDication with the coantry. or 
bring on a general action, be first sent two ships, n frigate, and 
tenders up the Hudson. TbcBC vteeela passed the biittoneB. nnd 
ran thrmij;li the oListriiclions in the river, without rceuiung any 
nppnruiit damage; and thus sei:urcd a free passagu to the High- 
iHcds, thereby preventing any supplies from coming to the 
American army by water. This experiment having succeeded 
oven better than he had expected, the British comniiuider. on the 
1 2th of October, embarked his troops on the Last liiver on board 
Qat-boats, sloops, and schooners, passed tin'uiigii iivii i.>u[u iiiiu 
the Sound, and lunded the same day at Frog's Point- Two 
brigades of British troops, and one of Hessians, amoiiiiling to 
five thonsand men, were left noder Earl Percy at Haerlem to 
coTer the ci^ td New Torb. General Howe reniMned fire da^ 
at Frog's Point, waiting, as he says, for stores, provisions, and 
three battalions fromStatenlsIand; bnt, according to IheAmerion 
Bcconnte, the strong defences, guarded by detachments from 
Washington's army, and the destroetion of the ctmaeway connect- 
ing the Point widi the main land, discouraged him from attempting 
to march into the country at that place. He refimbarked, landed 
again at Fell's Foiat, end advanced to the high grounds between 
East Chester and New Rochelle. Four days later he was joined 
'by General Enyphansen with the second division of Heasiana, and 
a regiment of Waldeckers^ jnst arrived from Europe. 



CHAPTER XVIL 




Gbnekai. WASHiKaTON toot meuoreB to coanteracA tlieae 
moTeineats and the deaigiiB of theu. He Rirsoged big army in 
Soar diviBions, commsnded reapeotively by Major-Generalg Lee, 
Heath, Sullivan, aoi Lioooln. The Uet was not r Contuiental 
officer, but had recently come forward witli a body of Massa- 
chuaetts militia. It waa decided in a council of WEir, that the 
army should leave New York Island, and be oxti-nJcd iiiiu the 
country, so as to outflaDk General Howe's columns. At the eatue 
time it was agreed, 'that Fort Washington should bo retained as 
long aa possible." Two thousand men were left for that object. 

0ns of the four divisions crossed Kiogsbridge, and threw up 
breaatworks at Valentine's HilL The others followed, and formed 
a lina of detacbed camps, with intrencbmenta, on the beighu 
Btratcbing along the weat side of the Kirer Brum, &om Yalentine's 
HUl to White Flaina. This disposition was necesEary in order to 
protect the baggage, atores, and cannon, which were removed with 
great difBcnlty for the want of wagons and horses. General 
WaahlDgton proceeded with the advanced division to White Plains, 
where he fortified a camp in such a maaoer, as to afTord security 
to the whole army, and where he intcn^lcd to hnziini a general 
engagiimcut, if pushed by tlic enemy. The camp was on elevated 
ground, defended in front by two lines of iutrcQchments nearly 
parallel to each other, and between four and five buQdred yards 
apart. The right wing rested on the Bmnz, wbiob, bymaUng a 
short bend, encompassed tbe flank and part of the lew. The left 
wing reached to a pond, or small lake, of aome extent, by 'trhi^ 
it was effectually secured. 

Aa Sir William Howe marched liia army dirwtly farvrai^ in 
solid colnmna, wkhaut dataehiag toj coDaEdenble patiM towudi 

0. WMUifUa't liii*. 10 
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New York aod tbu lIudsDH, it was evident bo latcnilGd to aock an 
opportunity to forcu a geocrat action. Ab soon aa the baggage 
and stores were brought up, therefore, Washington drew hU hia 
troopa into tho camp at White I'lains. In the interim, parties ot 
Americans attacked the enemy's outposts at dllTerent poluta, and 
spirited skirmishes took place. 

Before noon, on the 28th of October, the British army caino 
in view, and displayed itself on the aidoa uf the bills in front of 
Washingtoo's lines, and within two miles of his cnnip. A com- 
manding height, called Chatterton's Dili, stand half a mile to the 
Houtb of the American right flank, i\nd was separated from It by 
the Bniox and low, mnrBhy ground. A militin regiment had been 
posted there, which whs joined in the morning by Culonel Haslet, 
with bis Delaware regiment, and afterwarda by a bnltalion of 
Maryland troops, and others, tnostly militia, to the number of 
about sixteen hundred, tht> whole being nniler the eammand of 
General M'Dougall. The British commander made it his first 
objegt to dislodge these troops. For this purpose a battalion ot 
Hessians, n brigade of British eommanded by General Leslie, and 
tho llcflsian grenadiers under Colonel Unnop, were ordered to 
cross the Brunx and attack in frout; while Colonel Hnhl, with 
another brigade of Hessians, should cross liirther down the river 
and advance by a circuitous march upon the American right flank. 
Thej- forded the Brunx , aod formed in good order on tho other 
aide under the fire of their cannon, though not without being 
galled by the troopa at tho summit ot the bill. They then ascended 
the heights, and, after a short but severe action, drove the Ameri- 
cans from their works; but, contented with gaining the post, and 
fearing they might be eut off by venturing too far from tho main 
body, they desisted from pursuit- The American loss has been 
variously reproaentc<l. According to a return made by General 
Howe himaelf, the priaoners wore four officers and thirty-five pri- 
vates. The number killed was not known. 

It was expected that this advantage would be followed by 
an Immediate attack on the camp. Such indeed was tho Grot 
intention of Genera! Howe, and his troops lay on their arms all 
that night. Nothing more occurred, however, the oc.ft day, than 
slight stirmlBhoa between tho advanced partiea. On reconnoitring 
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Uie etmp, G«n«i«l Howe thoo^t it too atroiig for an wMolt, and 
reaolved to wait for a reioforcemeDt from Eul Percy, then at 
Hiedem. TbiB arriTed in two dsfg, and the Slst of October 
was fixed on for the attack ; but a heavy rain caused it again to 
be deferred. 

The same night General Washington drew all bis troops to 
another position on the hills in his rear, which the delaya of hli 
opponent had allowetl him dmu to fortify, and which conld be 
more easily defended than his first camp. So judioioDBly was this 
moTement planned and oondncted, tiiat it waa carried into effect 
iridiont loss or-moleetatioii, and even without being diioofered Ij 
the Siiliah anny. The idea of a battle waa now abandoned by 
Geneial Howe; he despaired oE being able to diilodge the Amer- 
icana from this strong position; and it was soon ascertained, that 
he waa withdrawing his army towards the Hudson and Kings- 

Ah this might be a feint to entice the American forces from 
the hilly country, Washington remained in his new camp for a few 
days, till it was found that the enemy were actually retracing their 
steps. It was Ibeu foreseen, that their first grand mansuTTa would 
be to invest Fort Washington; aiid th^r next to pass the Hudson, 
and carry the war into New Jersey, and perhaps make a'pnsh for 
Philadelphia. To meet these changes in the best manner he 
could, ho ordered all the troops belonging to fhe States west of 
the Hadson, five thousand in number, to cross the Biver at King's 
Ferry, all the crossing places below b«Dg obatrnoted by Biititili 
vessels. Tho rest of the nnny, oompoaed of ITew Yo^ and 
eastern troops, was separated into two divisions.. One of these, 
under General Heath, was stationed on both sides of the river in 
the Highlands, to defend those posses. The other, amounting to 
about four thousand men, oE whom many were militia, whose 
times of service wore soon to expire, was left in the camp near 
White Plains, commanded by General Lee, with discretionary 
inltructions to continue on that side of the Hudson, or to follow 
the Commander-in-chief into New Jersey, as ho should judge 
expedient when the deaigna of the enemy were unfolded. Havbg 
ffvea Aew oidera, General WaaUngton [nepeoted (he poali at 
^ Highlands, and then tqp^red to HaokiDaaB, at wluidi plaea 
10* 
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tlie troops that had crossed the river naaenibled, after a 
march of more tban sixty miles. 

General Howe maved his whole army to the neij 
of KiDgsbrldgc. At his apprnui^h tht> Americans retired from 
Fort Independence, deatrojed the bridge over Hacrlom River, and 
withdrew to the lincB near Fort Washington. Thirty llnt-boats 
had passed up the Hailaon untiiaeovered in the night and entered 
Hacrlom River, which, joined tu others brought in from the East 
River, afforded ample means to the Britisli army for crossing to 
Hew York Island. It was resolved to mjikc the nqsautt on the 
fort from four different points. The British ndjuUnt-gt-ncral was 
Kent to Colonel Magaw, the commander in the fort, with a auro- 
mona to surrender, which Colonel Jlagaw rejected, lajing ho 
woulii defend himself to the last ejitremity. 

The next morning, November IGIb, General Knyphau sen 
advRDced with a body of UBBsiaoa to the north of the fort . and 
commenced the attack. Earl Percy nearly al the same time 
assailed the putcr lines on the south; and two parties landed nt 
some distance from each other, after crossing IlHCrlom River, and 
forced Iheir way up the steep and rugged aacciitfl on that side. 



The lines In every part 
obstinacy; but. after n rcaihli 
were driven into the tort, an 
surrendeT the whole garriHou 
loss was about fifty killed, an 
eighteen pi-isoners , including 
of men origioally left with Col 
but, when the attack was Ihi 
reinforcements from Fort Loe. 

This was 
yet sustained, ami ii nnmx'neii 
there was a great miiii snmew 
whom it belongs, liaa lieeu 
holding the post, st'ter tlin II 
Plains, wBfl Gcr 
station several weeKS, rie was 
with the condition of the garri 
deference was paid to ins i 



defended with great resolution and 
of tour or five hours, the men 
lonol Magaw was compelled to 
oners of war. The American 
0 thousand, eight hundred and 
ars and privates. The number 
Magaw WHS only two thouaand; 
ned. General Greene sent over 
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attack, Washington wrote to General Greene; "If we cannot 
pre»eDt veeselB from pnaaing up, aui] the eneiDy are poBseBeed of 
the Burrouniliag country, what valuable parpoBC can it answer to 
iiltenipt to liolil a poat, (rein wliich tlie expected benefit cannot 
be had? I am therefoi-e iuclbed to think, that it will not be 
prudent to hazard the stores and men ut Mount Washington; but, 
ait you are on the spot, I leave it to you to give such orders, as 
to ovacuatiog Mouot Washington, aa yon may judge best." 
Nothing more decisive ooiild be anid, without giving n poaitive 
order, which hu was always reluctant to do, when be had confi- 
dence in an officer on a soparato command. His opinion, that 
tbe troops ought to be withdinwn, ia clearly intimated. General 
Grecue replied; "I cannot help thinking tbe garrison is of 
advantage; and I cannot conceive it to be iu any great danger. 
The men can be brought olT at any time, but the stores may not 
be so etisily removed. Yet I think tboy may be got off, if 
mailers grow desperate." To this opinion General Greene 
adherefl lo ihi! last. The eveninir before the assault. General 
Washiiuriuii wi'iii ironi iiaciiinsiiu lo fiiri i^ee; and while crossiug 
the Hver. witu me view oi me garrison, be met Generals 

Greene aim riii.imui reiuiniiiL', wiin iiiiii nun "the troops were in 
higb HDiriLH. aiKi wouiri iiiaKC ]k iiiioii deitmcc." Ko went back 
with ini'iii Lii I'liri i:i>e. me nnuimons to surrender bad already 
been riciiiveii iiv i<iiiiiiiei iMai^iiw: i.ii<: uiriick was expected the 
next niuininir. ana il whb now too IHIO l.o withdraw the troops. 

in a Li'iti'.r lu urn iirottier. wrmeii irom Hackinsac three days 
after id; 'This post, after 

the lam. MiiinH weiii. iiiisr ii . wax iieiii uiiiiirary to my wiebes and 
opinion, iia i. eoui'eivea n, ui lie a na'/iirtuiiis one; but, it having 
been ilulcimini'ii on liv a lull council t'l b^encral otlicerB, and a 
reseluuon ot Congress tiavmg Qeen received, strongly e.xpressive 
of their uosire, tnat the channel ot the nvar, wbtcb we had been 
laboring to stop for a long time at that place, might be obstructed, 
if poeaibiu, and knowing that this could not be done, unless there 
were batteries to protect tbe obstruction, I did not care to givQ 
an absolute order far withdrawing the garrison, till I eonld gel 
round and see the situation of things, and then it becamo too 
bite, as tbe fort was invested. Upon the passing of (he last 
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aUps, I had g^ven it u my opiiuoii to G«nanl Greene, under 
wIioBe care it was, that it would be best to evwmste tiie place; 
bnt, m the order was diecretioaary, and his opinion differed from 
mine, it unhappily was delayed too long." ■ ■ " 

From tbcse facta it seems plain, that tlie Iobb of the i^nrtBiln, 
in the manner it occnrred, was the con»eqaence of an erroueone 
judgment on the part of (Jeneral Groene. How for ■flie Comi 
mander-io- chief sbonld have overruled hie opinion, or whetherj 
under the circumBtatioeB of the case, he ought to have given a 
pesemptory order, it may perhaps be less easy to decide. 
: 1' Sir WilUaAHoiwfolbwectiiK'bbBnooeiHB. A detadiment 
of six thojuMkd men, IM by EuACorvwillig, landMon the Sentif 
flid^ eix or seven miles Aon Fort Lee,-.giin^'thB '1iiBfa ground* 
'irith'iBtiUei7, lai maidied domfibetween tlieSndsen'*nd Hack- 
•miiKffbvair-eTSlt ii^lei3iailr-i^ not 

liee~i6 die main army at Backinfeac, leBTiiig behind Oie heavy 
cannon, many tents, and a large quantity of baggage, provisicin, 
and other stores, which the rapid advance of the enemy mada it 
impossible to aeeorc. Being now in a level country, where defence 
was diificult, [lent up butween rivefa, ami prcBsed by a force 
double his own, no resource remained but a rapid retreat. The 
Jersey shore, from New York to Brunawic, waa open to the ■ 
Briti^ veuels, iad a landing might be eEfected at any place 
i^tbont'opporitios; ''It waainecessary, Hierelbre, tliat he shonid 
di^4a»!t(rfiudvttt(p9}dnfertt'^(<riiiiii^-» Tonto^aear the Bariton 
|^i^4l^t^-KS'liu^A^bcri<3^^/4ain}to'^pMT«i^ Hows 
j^i^irtr^Kng in- B-fMriMg^AttlidhA^tfibetiraaii'lii^^ Phila- 
delphia. ' ".':.:'•'''-■■.■,■..-!■;; h- ' 

While on the march, he wrote earnest letters to the governor 
of New Jersey and to Congress, describing bis sitiuttion, and 
requesting the support of all Che militia from New Jersey and 
Pennaylvaoia, that could bo called into the service. When he 
arrived at Brunswic, the army then with him amounted to less 
than four thousand. Ho was closely pursued by Comw^llei but 
tbe retreat was effected, without loss, to Trenton, where h« 
crossed the Delaware, and took. a stand on tbe western side of 
dwt river, aeooring tbe boats, and gnarding tbe- cwwwng.|i lw i M 
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bom Coryell'B Ferry tu Briatul. At this tinie the number of hia 
men, lit for duty, wna abDut three thousand. Tlic oncmy did not 
attempt to pass the river. For Iho presenl, General Howe wa» 
contented with having ovtrrun New Jersey; and he covered his 
uci^uieition by u ehain of cantonments, at Pennington, Trenton, 
Bordentown, and Burlington. In these positions, the two armicB 
continued with little change for nearly three wocka. 

The troops, constituting the Flying Camp herijuiinrii men- 
tioned, were all enlisted io the middle Stntca, and cnuiici'ii lur ti 
year. Their term of serviee espired during the mareii. iinii none, 
except a aaiall part of fhose frum Fennaylviuiin, could ui- i>revaiieii 
on to stay longer. I'bo Board of War BOggoBteii u man iiir 
enlisling prisoneri, and appealed to the exHinple oi luu irneiov- 
General Washington opposed tbo measure, as not aetoriiunt wim 
the rules of honorable wurfure, and said ho should ruuiiinBirme 
on the ^ubjeet to .Bir "William Howe. He morcoviir iiioncnt u 
impolitic. .In times of danger, Bueh recruita would aiwav« iie iiw. 
m<fst backward, fearing tbe punishment they wouiu rtueiyi: n 
•aptured , and cotnmunieatiug their fears to tbe oluiir homiurn. 
Prispners would likewise bo tempted to enlist with luu iqiuiiliuh 
to desert and carry intelligence to the enemy. Cor which they 
would be largely rewarded. Under no circumstances, iiicreinri', 
could confidence be placed in' sueb men; and tbe ehaiiec was. tiDii 
ibey would do much harm. 

From the time the army separated at While Pliiiiis, miiifrai 
Lee had octed a very oxtniojdinary part. Washingliin renuesieu 
hiui, in a letter written at HackioBac, to lead his uivisiori iiiio 
Now Jersey, and join lb if army on its niarcb. Tins whb nuon 
followed by a positive order, which was ollen rapoafeii. uuiuthi 
Lee sent back various excuses, lingered on tbu eusi. siiii^ oi i.iie 
Hudson, endeavored to draw away two tboosanu ui uiiuerai 
Heulb'a men from the Uighlanda, contrary to the iiiiiiniciioiiK 
givcQ_by General Washington to the latter; and, after crossing 
with apparent reluctance into Jersey , hia progress was ao slow, 
that, ]□ three weeks from. the time he first reeeiveil ordcra to 
march, he had only reached Morristown. The truth is, that he 
had schemes of bis own, which he was disposed to effect at Ibe 
hazard of disobeying the Commander-in-chief. In tbe first place. 



ha hoped to make a brilliant etrake upon Neir York, when il 
should be exhausted of troops for the expedition towards the 
Delaware; and next, after crossing the Hudson, be still fostered 
the deiigD of performing eotne signal ei^ott hy attodcing dn 
enemy in tbdi rear. But hia amtutiona projects and kopea woe 
saddonly cut short While on bis march, not far from Baci- 
kingridge, ho lodged one night at it privnfe house three miles from 
his army, with a small guard. A Tury in Uie iieigliborhood gave 
notice ol' his situation to the cncitiy, and curly in llie morning the 
house was surrounded by a party of light-horse, conjinanded by 
Colonel Harcourt, who took him prisoner, aud bore him ofC in 
triumph to the British camp. i 

This event created a strong sensation of aarprise and regret 
throogluiDt the country. The military taleotB, experience, and 
acdTi^ of Genenl Lee had inspired niuTerssl confidenee, and 
raised high expeotatioiu in the minds of the people. He had 
served in America dming the last war, and afterwards with 
distingnished reputation in different parts of Etirope. His recent 
enterprise and successes at the south had confirmed the good 
opinion before entertained of his abilities and skilL His capture, 
therefore, considering the circumstances, appeared inexplicable. 
Public aontimont, ever prone to extremes, took a direction unfa- 
vorable to his character. As no plausible reason could bo assigned 
'for his conduct in exposing himself so incautiously, it was surmised 
that he was a voluntary prisoner, and sought this method of 
Joiniag th^ enemy without incurt^ng the odiam of desertion. But 
"diBre inajno just groimd for such a suspicion. As a soldier, he 
.nw.lia^^ .the interests of his adopted country j as a friend to 
1 jtoeiifan^fceadijm, ■ his sincerity may be qaestioned. ^rboring 
<Qa temitilnHar BAwtan^t'J^punBt Qm Ihitislk King and nunialiy, 
for rtUDDB itot fnllj' ODderstoDd, be wished to see them bnmUed; 
.and this motive alone wotdd ham impelled him to endirace any 
cause tending to such a result. 

Tiolent in his temper, hasty in his resolves, reckless in 
adventure, possessing an inordinate self-confidence and unbounded 
amintion, he looked upon the AmericBn war as presenting an 
oj^nrtnni^ for giati^ring at the samia time his animesi^ tod bia 
.pasrion for gloiy. He entered heartily into the aewBres oS 
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opposition to the Britiah orms, and in the Srst year of the contest 
rendered important sorviceB; but, bcliering himself snpcri or to 
every other officer in the Ameritiin ranks, impatient of control 
ersD by Congress or the Comoinndor-io- chief, and always presainf; 
on (he verge of disobeilioncc, his nrragaoce ba<! risen to a pitch, 
that must soon have lc<t to niiscbievoua cnneequences to himself, 
UD(] perhaps to the country if he bad escopcd the mififorlunc of 
captivity, lie ■wH« a man of genius, well educated, anil a skilful 
writer; but ccceutrie in hia habits, unsettled in bis principles, 
often offensive sa his manners, showing little deference to the 
opinions and feelings of others, and little regard to the usHges ol 
society. 

The commund of Lee's <livision devolved on Uencrnl 
Sullivnn, who marched with it ns soon as possible to tbe in»in 
army. Four regiments under General Gates also arrived from 
Ticonderogo, being relieved at that place by the retreat of General 
Carleton to Canada for winter quarters. Tbese were all the 
regular forces, which General Washington could draw to bis 
support. Healli was ordered to adviiocu with a part of his 
division from the Higblands; but tbe taking of Rhode Island by 
the British, and the threatening appearance of the enemy's vessels 
in the Sound, miide it imprudent to weaken that post, or to call 
away any of tho eastern troops, and the order was countermanded. 
Three regiments on thtir march from Ticonderoga were ordered 
to bolt at MorristowD, that, in conjunction with n hody of militia 
there oaBembled, they might inspirit the inhabitants and protect 
the country in that quarter. 

Aa soon as the ice should become sufficiently strong, it was 
nxneetcd the cnemv would pass the Delaware, and bring all their 
force to bear upon Philadelphia. Anticipating this event, 
Congress adjouroed to Baltimore. Gktneral Putnam took the 
command of the militia in Philadelphia, being instructed to throw 
up a line of intrenchmenta and redoubts from tho Delaware to 
the Schuylkill, and prepare for on obstinate defence. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 



Thjs waB tlie gloomiost period of the war. The campaign 
liad been little else, than a series of disAGters and retreats. The 
enem; had gained poBBesBion of Rhode Island, Long Island, the 
-<atj of New York, Staten Island, and nearly t!ie nhole of the 
Jerseja, and set^mcd ou the point of extending thoir conquests into 
Pennsylyanitt. By the fatal schema of ehort enlistments, and hj 
sickness, the cflt-ctiTe force With Gcneral.Witalungton had dwin- 
dled away, till it hardly deserved the name of an army, A proc- 
lamation was published jointly by Lord Howe and General Howe, 
offuHng pardon in the King's name to all, wlio should take the 
oath of allegiance, and come under his protection within sixty 
days. Many persons, among whom were men of wealth and 
consideration, accepted these terms, and went over to the enemy. 
Others, CBpecisUy in New Jersey, took the oath, but remained 
at their homes. In short, so great iraa the panic and bo 
dark tlie prospect, that a general despondency pervaded the 
Oontinenb 

In tbe midst of flisse scenes of trial and discouragement, 
Washington stood firm. Whaterver his apprehensions may have 
been, no misgivingB were manifest in his condnet or his oonnsels. 
From hia letters , written at this time on the western bank of the 
Delaware, it does not appear that he yielded for a moment to ft 
sense of immediate danger, or to a doubt of ultimate bikgms. 
On the contrary, they breathe the same determined spirit, and 
are marked by the same confidence, calmness, and forethought, 
which distinguish them on all other occasioiis. "When asked what 
ho would do, if Philadelphia should be taken, he is reported to 
have sud; "We will retreat beyond the Susquehanna Si*er; and 
Qience, if necessaij, to the Allegany Ibuutdns." Knowing, 
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as he did, the temper of tlie pt^oplc, (be deep-rooted cause of t!ic 
controversy, and the actual reeonrocs of the confederacy, he wjib 
not disheartened by temporary miafortunea, helng persuaded ihat 
persoveraoce would at last overcome every obstacle. While even 
the shadow of an army could he kept in the field, the war must 
be carried on at an enormous expense by the British government, 
which the wealthiest nation could not long sustain. 

Deeply impreascd with this conviction, and making it both 
the groundwork of his policy and his rule of action, he. applied 
all his energies to n renovation of the army, hohlly exposing to 
Congress the errors of their former syslema , and e-trneslly ex- 
horting them to a more eEfectual osurcise of their authority in 
giving support and vigor to the military estahlisliment. His rep- 
resentatioDB had their due eB'ect, Notwithstanding the extrotue 
BonsitivoncsB hitherto shown by Congress, in regard to a military 
ascendency, the present crisis was such, as to silenee the oppo- 
sitionf if not to change the aentiments, of the members ivho had 
looked with distrust upon every mensurc tcniling to strengthen 
flie military arm. General Washington was at once invesleii with 
Bxtraordinary powora. By a formal resolve he was authorized 
to raise aixtcen hattaliona of infautry, in addition to the tiglity- 
eight already voted by Cengresa, and appoint the officers; to 
raise and equip three thousand light-horse, three regiments of 
artillery, and a rorps of engineers; to cull upon any of the 
States for such aids of militia as he should judge necessary; to 
form magazines of provisions; to displace and appoint all officers 
nnder the rank of brigadiers, and fili up vacancies in every part 
of the army; to take whatever ho should want for tho use of the 
army, allowing tho inhabitants a reasonable price for the same; 
and to arrest and confine persons, wiio refused to rcceivo the 
Continental currency, or wlio were otherwise diaaffectcd to tho 
American cause, and to report them for trial (o.the States of 
which they were citizens. Tliese powers constituted him in all 
respects a military Dictator. They were to continue six months; 
and in his exerciae of them he fully juatificd the confidence of 
Congrcas, as cxpresacd in the prcnmbio to the roaolve, in which 
it is said they were granted in consequence of a perfect reliance 
□n hin wisdom, vigor, and uprighlnesa. 
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In Ibis case, us in nU otliera irhi^rc power wns intruBted to 
hiiu, whuthcr uctlog in a milltiiry or civil capacity, iio wns cau- 
tiouB to exc:rcisc it no lurtlicr llinii to effect l!ie single und for 
which it wns deBigni-il. Fpurluaa in tUo discLargt of duty, and 
nei'LT flhrinking from rtBponsibility, bo was at the aoiiie time free 
from the Tiuiity, wliieh too often besetu men in higli BtHtloiiB, of 
gaining personal eonaecjuence by inukiiig biinself felt as the centre 
and moving Bpriog of the opcrnlions oTiT which he had control. 
No mail was more vi;ri|,ini in SL'oiiig that every thing waa properly 
done; but hu waa willing that others ehould hi- the ngcnia, or 
the contrivers, and that every one shouKI have the credit and the 
prniBO of hie worthy deeda. In the present instance, therefore, 
when Congrcae or the governiaents of llio StaleB voluntarily re- 
lieved him from a part of hia tnak, wliicli they aouielimes did 
while he posaesBBi! the dielitorahip, ao far was he from thinking 
It an Hnoroaohment on his authority or an interferenue , that he 
expressed satisfaction and thanks. ■ 

To the main point, however, of reforming and recruiting 
the army, ho gave his immediate and earnest attention. In ad- 
vancing this object, be employed the ]»owera with which he was 
invested to their fullest exlenl. The mode of appointing officers 
waa one of the moFit aerioua defects in the aysteni recently estab- 
lished by CoagresB. Some of the States had neglected to com- 
plete their appointments; anil generally these were made with 
HO little judgment, and with such a disregard of military rules, 
that officers without worth or experience had been put over the 
heada of those, wlio were accustomed to service, and had giveu 
proofs of their valor and ability. By his power to displace, and 
to fill up vacancies, Washington rcctiGed these errors aa far as 
prudence would permit. The appointments tor the sixteen ad- 
ditional -battalions of iuEantry, and the new regiments of light- 
boree, artiUory, and engineers, being wholly in his hands, he took 
care to provide for meritorious officers, who had been overlooked 
by the States; thus removing their diagust. securing a valuable 
accession to the army, and indncing many privales to refinlist, 
who had participated in the dissalisfaciion of their officers. 

Before these measures for aiTonging the army were matur- 
ed, other events of great importance occurred, which gave a new 
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face to afTah-B. From the moment Waibingtoii croBsed tlic D>-1- 
iiwaro, his thongbt* wera turned upon deTising Bome method to 
retrievu his losses, or nt least to impede the progress and dc- 
rangp the plnns of tin- enemy. For several days it wns uncertain 
what course General Howe wuuld pursiio. The riTOr continued 
free from ice longcT than n-as e_\pi!ett!d. kept his detach- 

ments eanliined at the places where tliey had lirst been lodged, 
the strongest being at Brunswie, ready to move in any direction 
at a short notice. Meanlinie American force gained iicees- 
sioQS by Lee's division, the regiments from Ticonderojta , .iiid 
tbci militia from Philadelphia and the easlorn pai-te of IVnn- 
sylvania, who turned out irilh spirit and In considerable numbers. 
These latter traopa were in two bodies, one nt Bristol under 
General Cndwalader, the other nearly opposite the town of 
Trenton, commanded by General Ewing. ITie Continental regi- 
nienlB were still retained in their origiaal position higher up 
the river. 

At length General Washington residved to hazard the bold 
pjperinienl lA recrossing the Delaware, and nlliicking the enemy 
an their own gronnil. At Trenton were three regiments of Hes- 
aians, amounting In iibnut (iftcen hundred men, and a troop of 
British lighl-horse. Small deljuhiiicnls^ were slalioned itt Borden- 
town, Burlington, HInel: H(>r«,-. and iMi.imt Uolly. These latter 
posts were (o he aflsanlted by (Jaawiihi.ter , who was to cmHH 
near Bristol, while Washiagton nhonUi crass above Trcnlon, and 
Ewing a little below, and unite in the attack upon tho Hessians 
in that place. The night of the 2 5th of Decemher, 1776, was 
fixed on for making the attempt. 

At dusk, the Continental troops selected for the service, 
and commaoded by General Washington in person, nmonnting 
to two thousand four hundred men, with twenty pieces of ar- 
tillery, began to cross at M'Konkej's Ferry, nine miles alioVB 
Trenton, and it was supposed they would all be passed over by 
twelve o'clock; but the floating ice retarded the (loala so much, 
that it was almost tiiur o'clock in the morning before the whola 
body, with tho artillery, was landed on the opposite bank of the 
river ready to nmrch. The troops were thea formed in two 
divisions. One of these, commapdod by General Sullivan, marched 



158 

in the road near the river; anil Ihe other, IcU by General 
Greene, moved down a road farther to the left, calleiJ the Fcnn- 
inglon. road. Guncral Waahington was with this divigion. The 
roads entered the town at different points, and ns the diBtaiico 
by (!ach was neurly the SBnic, it was mtcudcd that the attaeke 
Bhoitid begin eimultnncoualy. At eight o'clock the iuft division 
full in with the enemy's advanced guard, and almost at the same 
instant a firing was heard on the right, which showed thiit the 
other division had iirrivi'd. Tliey both pushed forward into the 
town, meeting with little opposition, except from two or three 
pieces of artillery, which were soon taken. The Hessians, being 
driven from the town and hard pressed, mude a shoir of retreat- 
ing towards Frinceton, but were checked by a body of troops 
sent to intercept them. Finding themselves snrrounded , and 
seeing no other way of escape, they all surrendered prisoners 
of war. 

The number of prisoners was twenty-three officers and eight 
hundred and eighty-six privates. Others were found concealed 
in houses, making iu the whole about a thousand. The British 
light-horse, and four or five hundred Hessians, eseapud at llie 
beginning of the action over the bridge across the Assanpink, and 
fled to Bordenlown. Six brass lieldpieces and a thougan<I stand 
of arms were the trophies of victory. Colonel Rahl, the Hessian 
commander, and a, gallant officer, was mortally wounded. Six 
other olficerH and between twenty and thirty men were killed. 
The American loss was two privates killed and two others frozen 
to death. Captain William Washington, distinguished as an 
officer of cavalry at a later period of the war, and Lieutenant 
Monroe, afterwards Preoident of the United States, wore wound- 

Thc fact, that two men died by sufiering from cold, is a proof 
of the intense severity of the weather. It snowed and hailed 
during the whole march. 

The ice bad formed so fast iu the river below Trenton, that 
it was impracticable for the troops under Cadwalader and Swing 
to pass over at the times agreed upoa. Cadwalader succeeded 
in landing a battalion of infantry; but the ice on the margin of 
the Btream was in such a condition, as to render it impossible to 
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a bounty of t><n ilotliirH to cneli iiinn . mure, than tiiiJt ol lliein 
agreed to remain six weeks longer. 

It ... , 

peroiit tbe AmdricariH (luiei.iv ui hon.si'hh im; iiiiviltiliiit^s Liiev niiii 
gained, or deiav \a ruuiiiiiiu iiir itm iiiHiiHi.iirH iiih iirmv Jiiiu 
suffered. IIo was now in New York; and, when the intelligence 
of the laic events reached that city, he ordered Lord Cornwallia, 
then on tho ore of embarking for Europe, to suspend his depart- 
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nte , md t^e tbo command in the Jereeja. This officer hastened 
to Princeton, followed by nddittonfil forces fnun BninBwic. In 

the morning of the 2d of Janiinrv, it vrns KBcertnined Ihnt thn 

■Wuehington prepared to nieot iilliLck. It> li;irass tlitmi on 
their march, and retard their progrcas , iu' sent out strong par- 
ties on the road to Princeton, iritli orders to skirmish at every 
adT&nt^eouB position. 

These orders were faithfoUy obeyed, and the head of the 
enemy'B columns did not reach Trenton till four o'clock in the 
afternoon. Hie Americaa may then retired to the high ground 
beyond the Astanpink. The .bridge was deluded hy artillerf^ 
and a sharp cannonade was kept up , particularly at that point, 
and at the forda alnivc ih<^ bridge, which the enemy attempted 
to pass. At dusk ibc liniij; ciMifd, and Lord ComwalliB en- 
camped his troops iit-m- thi^ -,-illiige. Intending to renew the 
entnbat in the mninin^', ivln'ii lim rcunforccmcnla should arrive. 
The Americans enoaniptd on the ground thev occupied after 
CTOBHing the Assanpink, and the fires kindled by flic two armies 
"wore in full view of each other. 

To all appearance a general action muat bo fought the nosrt 
day, and this with fearfnl odds, as the Britieh were superior in 
nnraheis, and immeaiBi&bly ao in the discipline and experience 
of their men; for mora than. half of the Ameriean army oonsisted 
of militia, who .had never seen a battle, and had been but a few 
^9tiijl^THK(^iEV*t<A- At the boginning of tho evening Gienerat 
1{^u^iig^';asssfabled hie offlcera in council, and a bold resoln- 
.fion was adt^pted. From the number of Lord Comwallis'a troops 
it was rightly conjectured, that lie coul<i not have left many in 

were met witli on the way, il was possible that the armv might 
push onward to Briinswic, surprise the enemy there, and capture 
the stores, before Lord Cornwallis could return. To secure his 
baggage and prevent it from encumbering tho army, General 
Washington ordered it to be silently removed to Burlington, and 
at twelve o'clock at night ooiUmenced his march. That the 
snspifaon of Ae enemy might not be awakened, the fires were 
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When daylight appcuri^d, and it vaa discovered that tiis 
Americims were gone , Lord Coniwallia easily penetrated tbe 
plans of Washington , and his conjucture was confirmed by the 
iiriiig hoard ill Die direetion of I'rincctoB. Alarmed for the safety 
of Bmoewie, he imuicdiately retreated, and his van had alinoat 
rcniAiid Princeton, when the rear of the American army left it. 
Wasbinglon pursued tlio two Iiigitive regitiieiils as far as Kings- 
Ion, where he turned short to the left, and arrived the same 
evening at Plackemin, having twice crossed the Millstone lUver, 
and caused the bridge JCingston to be taken up, in order to 
retard the march of 'Qie. enemy. Considering the exhaaBted'State 
of his men, irho had not slept for thirty-six hours, and the near 
approach of Comwallis with a superior army of fresh troops, ha 
l^ought it pruiient to atinnaoii hii design npon Bmnsmc. con- 
tenting htmseit wiui iiiK Rucet>s» at Princeton, and mth-hanng 
drawn the enemy irom nil tiieir nosts on the Delaware. 

- At PineKiiimn lie rcijvuiii'a no longer thnu to give his troops 
rest anil ri'm sninnu. ;iiiii uilII .luviiiiceu lo tiornaiown, where 
hifl mtiicr nuaricrs ivfru nnniiv I'atatiUFin™, i Ins was not in alt 

mouni.iiiiiiiuij reizion. (iieiu'iul ot iiceiHH t.ii tni' ('iiciiiv. nna siir- 
rouiided by a tertile eountir Hirordinp abuniiant Buppliea. He 
di3 not sic aown luie, however, nor truat to the bamrt-s ol nature 
for his proieotion. Unpronuea as his men were wiih aimost 
evei; thing neeesBaty.for a .vnoter campaign, he sent out de- 
tachments to assaiiiuid'b&Ass G«iieral.fiove-s troops: and vi(h 
onch vigor and addi«w4Ni«ft^^.ea^^diW&i.condaote4i''that 
m a. short time not,«g«a|^Bii^»lb%.-^ynn> fegateiferemain- 
. ed in the tiersoye. eisjj^-'at'^Kiuunno 'Bi^ Amboy. between 
which piaces and New York waa an open conunnnicaiion by 

ouch were the spiendid results of General Washington 'h 
piaim unu op<^rutioii9 irom the umc he aeicrmiDeu lo recrnss the 
Delaware. 1\ hen hiB armv was thougbi to be- on ihfi vergn of 
amnhuaiion, and ihe whoie world regarded American hber^ u 
straggimg m the last stage of ila exutence. he commenoed and 
pnnoed an ofEbnsiTe warfare against a hitherto victonoua army, 
strong in numben and confident in Its strength, and. within the 
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tnief spBoe trf three meks, dialodged it from ereif poet it kad 
taken along the Delaware lUver, reliered Philadelphia from 
danger, and reoovereil almost the wholo province of New Jeraey. 
The glor]' ot these ncliievL'inents whs rendered doubly conspicuous 
iheir inHnediate effects. The dusponth-ncy, which hud weigh-* 
cd heaviljr npon the minda uf the people, was dispelled as hf 
a eharm, the martial spirit was revived, and « new onimatioti 
infuted into the pnblk: connsela.. .. .. 
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GuMnl Wuhfiigtoii^i PrDcliiutloB. PrtpajiUonB tat lha oat CunifkJgii. 

— Eittufa of Priwmen. — CandllMii ol th* Anwrltin Piiian*n In Rnr 
Tgrk. — SihUrjr OpanUoii* In New Jnuy. — Tbs Armr cnWM tin 
Diliwvre Hud Bncamps' mar Oenuntawu. — WjuhlDgton*! flrat InlerrlMr 

Hbad-Quasterb being utMorrietown, the central or main 
diTiBioQ of the army was encamped for the wintor near that place 
in hula temporarily constructed for the purpose. Cantoiftnenta 
were likewise established at Tarioue points from Princeton on the 
right, where General Putnam commaoded, to the Highlanda on 
the left, which post continued under the ehvge of General 
Beath. Skirmishes often happened between the Americao ad- 
Tanced troops and the enemy's foraging parties. For six 
months, however, no enterprise of magnitude was undertaken 
on either side. 

Sir William Home's proclamation, as wc have seen, had 
produced conBidembIc effect in the Jcrscya. Not only the dis- 
affected, but many well disposed citizens, finding themselves in 
the power of the enemy, had sought protection for their families 
and their property by taking an oath of allegiance to the King. 
Their hopes had been fatally disappoioted. With such license 
had the British and Hessian troopa orermo the a«mntiy, tfaqt 
11* 
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thoy plundered, burnt, and ttestrc^ed ntuterer aam« in tlieir 
my, and in some instances comnitted the graatoct outrages 
upon tlio inhabitants, without discnminatiiig between friends and 
foes. In one Teapect tbu conduct -wax Eerriccable to the cause 
oE die patriots. It roused the indignation of the people, Aiid,^ 
goaded hf the deep feeling of their wronga , the miima Her by 
arms with an alacntv and determination not aaTpaBSed on any 
former occasioo. A large number of substantial fameivi Unr^ 
erer, more pacific m thoir ilispoeitions, who had taken advantage 
of the proclamation, prufcflscd scruples m regard to their oath/ 
Thev looked upon their pledge as binding thcni at least to a 
piisaivo neutrality. 

To reniov.: tliis diffieiilty, and draw a proper line of dis- 
tinction between fnendg and cncmicB. General Wnshington is- 
aued a counter procUmatLon . commanding all persona, who had 
received protections irom the British conimiesioiiers . to repair to 
head-quarters or to aoine general ofhcer of the army, to deliver 
vp ench protecboDB, and take an oath of allegiance to the United 
States; "ncrertheiBSa granting full liberty to all snch, as pre- 
ferred the interest and protection of Great Britain to the freedom 
and happinesB of their country, forthwith to withdraw themselves 
And their families within the enemy's lines." Thirty daj's were 
allowed for complying with this order, at the end of which 
period, those, who had neglecljid or refused to comply, wore to 
be deemed as adherents to the King of Great Uritain , and treat- 
ed as enemies to the American St.'iien. 

StrnngO as it may bo thou{;lit, llie putjlishing of tliis proc- 
lamation was considered an uikIiu- exfi-ei'^c of [lowcr. Even In 
Congress it was censured by some of tlie iiiemberB. The legis- 
lature of New Jersey more tliiin hinteii, that it was an encroach- 
ment on their prerogatives. An oath ,.f allegiance to the United 
Status vns said to be absurd before the confederation was form- 
ed, and the power of requiring such an oatli was claimed ex- 
clusively for each State. Hence the opposition arose, not from 
an impartial view of the abstract merits of the not, bat from the 
jealousy of State sovereignty. Fully convinced, however, of the 
necessity, reasonnbleneBB, and equity of the measnre, Washington 
adhered to it, and instmcted his ofGeen accordinglj', willitig, as 
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in ftll otlici- ouses, t.i rihk own pupulurilj- in |)rmiii)liit[; tlie 

Ilia first care, after pattiiig the troops in winter- quarters, 
■vras drawn in the completion of tlie UTioy for thu next caiiipuigu; 
aiitl liu wrote circular lutters to the govornora of the middle and 
eastern Statea, urging thtim in tlio ntrongust terms to lulopt 
prompt nnd elTectual miytlioda iur raising recruits iind filling np 
tlieir rogimonts. His efficient strength through the winter was 
so smatl, that prudence required him to aac iLe c-spi'dient, to 
wliiuh he was ofl<:n driven, of magnifying hia nnnibera to the 
pnblic, Icfit the cntiniy, becoming acquainted witb his weakness, 
should make a nudden and rapid movement upon liini, and obtain 
an euBj- victory. This deception, so essontial to his safety, 
operated unfavorably; since it gave tlie impression that his army 
was much larger than it really was, and diminished the effort* 
of the Stntoa to provide Beasonable reinforcements. It was nnly 
in the niidat of a campaign, wbeu the enemy were in motion, 
that the people thought of dauger; and then it was often too 
late to make proper csertiona for increasing the army. 

To stimulate the activity of the States, by forcible and 
reiterated ruprcsentations to the goveruors and legislatures, by 
argument, pcranaaion, and appeals to every motive of pride, 
honor, and patriotism, was the task which he waa obliged to 
repeat every winter; and this was a source of unecaaing nnKiety 
from the time the troops went into quarters, till they again took 
the field to combat the enemy. Congress, embarrassed by the 
novelty of their duties and the indefinite nature of their powers, 
delibcrateil witb mulion, and were seldom ready to act in mil- 
itary affairs, till incited by the counacls or earnest entreaties of 
the Commander-in-chief. For aeveral months lie had urged upon 
them the neceaaity of a larger number of general officers in the 
army, and in February five additional major-generals and tea 
brigttilic'rs were appointed. 

On this subject he always spoke with delieacj- in liia letters, 
rarely expressing an opinion as to the qualifications of iiidi- 
viduala, and avoiding equally the appearance of partiality and 
of a wish to interfere in any degree with the appointing power. 
Vortou.') considerations produced delays and sometimes coiiteu- 
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tioDB in Congrew reapecting militarjr appointments. Local pre- 
dilections interpoaed the chief obetaclus. ' The claims of the re- 
epective States were to be rufjarded, according to wbich tbe 
general oflicxrs wcro tu be tJikrn from each in proportion to tbe 
number of troops it furiiiaht'd. Bj' this rule llie bust officers in 
the country could not be Bclectcd, i£.it happened tbat more than 
one or two resided in tJie same State. Moreover there were fre- 
quent disagrceniODts among the delegates of a purtieular State, 
in regard to the comparaliTC merits of the ciindidntcs of such 
State, especially when the pretensions of <!acb were supported 
hy the ioflnenca of friends or parties. This mode of appoinlii^ 
ofScen not only brought some into the scrrice, -who were in- 
eompetent to thdr high station, bnt crested di&sensioaa iii tite 
armj about rank, and added to the many tronbles that harassed 
tiie Commander-in-chief. 

Soon' after General Howe arrived at Staten Island from 
Halifax, a correspoudence was opened botwcc^n him and General 
Washington respecting the exrlmni^i' of prisont-rs; and it was 
matDftlly agreed, that officers should W given for officers of 
equal rank, soldier for Bolilicr. aiul olti^tiiu fur i'IiIklti. Kx- 
Changes were effected upon this baeie till the capture of General 
Lee. The British commander chose to consider that officer in 
the light of a desGrliir from the King's service, although he hnd 
resigned hie commission before be joined the American army; 
and, in cooformi^ with this fiew of his character, he was kept 
in more ligoraii^iciKifiMiiHnt' 'than other prisoner* of war. It 
irasi<dfi]ttiiaetstoad,-:l4h<l£^^aB to be tried by s conrt^martiaL 
Vfhi^iS^t^- tMOM'^io- ibe knowledge of Congress, they 
thought it neeesBBTy, ' in support of their own dignity, and for 
the protection of their officers who might full into the enemy's 
hands, to adopt energetic and decisive measures, and immediate- 
ly resolved on severe retaliation. Ibey decreed, that Colonel 
Campbell, a British prisoner in Mneeacha setts , and five Hessian 
field-officers taken at Trenton, should be subjected to precisely 
the same treatment as General Lee. The conscquenec was, that 
Colonel Campbell was confined in a common jail, and theHessian 
olfioen, whohad been seatto 'Virginia, were deprived of the pmileges 
iunaU;r granted to prisoners of war. General Washington at once 
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saw the injurious tendenc; of this hasty anil prcmuturi! act of 
retaliation, and remonstrated Btrenuouslj against it. 

On the other hand the American prisoners , irho had been 
taken at Fort Waahington ud confined in New York during the 
winter^ had endnred eaoh snfibrings as to excite nnirersal in- 
dignatioQ , and reflect reproach on the British commander. This 
is not the place to iavestigate' the causes; but the fact ia iu- 
disputable. A large .proportion of tl^em snnk under their snfEer- 
ings and died; and, Vlieitatlier^weTe. Hnt out for exchange in 
the spring, thoy were BO mnch emaciated and broken doim, so 
lolally unfit for service, that Genera! Washington reiused to 
nturn for them ixn equal imuibtr of hi'althy British or Hessian 
prisoners. Sir ^Villiuin IIowo slid this refusal was a violation 
of the rulii for exchange, which had been agreed upon between 
them; and, although he oonld not deny the facts, ]ret he declftr* 
ed the prisoners had heia treated as well as his circnmstances 
would permit, and baen provided with every thing Bttxmaij for 
their comfort. 

These dlfficnltieB interrupted for some t[ine the exchange 
of prisoners,- It should 'nerertbeless be said, to the oredit of 
ffir;iW4lli«m.'JEfewie,^ that tbe retsJiatorj' act of Congress did not 
influenoe .his conduct towards the American priionera; and it 
should, also he added, that a want of hnmani^ was never alleg- 
ed to he a trait of his character. The snfkrings of the nafor- 
tiinate men In New York were probably to be attributed pioie to 
hie ina'teinion . than to <iny direct order; bnt this apology, if 
iiuli'i-d i( (an in- ciilU^i apolog]', is fw from amounting to a 
jiistiiinition. Hu wrote a atata of the aSuT to the British gov- 
ernment, particularly respecting General Lee; and the miniatry 
decided that he should thenceforward be retained as a prisoner 
of .,WBs, although they had previously transmitted an order re- 
quiring h^n to be sent to England. This change of purpose 
was dictated bf policy, General Howe having intimated that aay 
evil, which might befall th« Hessian otBcen in consequence of 
the detention of General Lee,' would have a bad effect on Out 
troops of that nation serving in Amerioai . , 

The winter passed away, »nd die spring was far advanced 
before the British commander gave any iodieations of bis designs 
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for the campaign. His reinforcoments from Europe arrived later, 
and in smuller numbers, than he anticipated; and he was obliged 
to curtail the plaoB, which he had suggested to the ministry the 
preceding autumn. 

That he might not seem to be idle, be sent up the Sound 
a dotaohment of two thousand men under Governor Trjoo, who 
landed in Connecticut , marched into tlic country, and deatroved 
the public Btorea at Danbury. They were bravoly mot by the 
militia and a &w Continental troops , who harassed tbem on their 
tnaitilr; and panned them back to their boats. In the rencounteri 
i*it& -die enemy on Uieir retreat, General Woosler and General 
Arnold vera wounded. The former di«d of his wounds. 

At length General Howe enlarged hia force at Bmnswic, and 
began to bmld a bndgc there, so construcied as to be laid on 
ilat-boala, wtiicti iL wnn aiiiiiio^Rd iir iiKOUiii^ii m TnmuTiort over 
land to th oantime 
General \ , wl.ich 

had lieeo onlisted into tht; new armv in Virj^iniji and the middle 
States, ana orucrcti muau iroiii tim eiiHiwora lo assemtue ut Feck- 
sklU on the Hudson. Tlie want of arms, hitherto aevetely fclti 
was opportunely supplied by the nrrivnl of two Tesaels fVon 
France, containiag twenty-four thousand muakets. 

Near the end of Haj he drew hia main annj to a yerj 
atemg poaition at Hiddlebiook, onljr nine miles from Bnmawict 
and pf^Bied to contest the passage of the enemy, ahoold thcrr 
Btteo^t to move towards the Delaware. On the 1 Slh- of Jtue, 
the Biitiah amy marohed from Bmnswio, commanded by Sir 
"Wlliam Howe in person, and stretched itself aereral miles into 
the oonntry, well f^rtiSed on the right at Branswic, and secured 
in front by the lUriton, and on the left by the Millstone. This 
position was occupied six days. The object of this munceuvrQ 
was to bring on a gener.il action. Washington was too cautious, 
however, to be tempted into such a snare at a-great disadvantage 
with his raw troops, bnt he determined to defend his gronnd in 
any event Not choosing to run tbe hazard of an attack, General 
Howe rctnrned with his whole army to Branswic, and in a short 
time evacoated that place and retreated to Amboy. Three regi- 
neots, detatdied tmder Qeneral Greene, fell upon his rear, pnrsued 
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him aa ioT aa Piscataway, nnd diil conBitierablu execution. Wasb- 
ington iben advanced toirards llie enumjr with bis main I'orce to 
Quibblctown. Finding bim tbus drawn Tram bis strong post, Sir 
Williiiin Howe niiircbcd suddenly into the coontry witb nil bia 
Iraopa Hcvi:n or tigbC miles tii Weslliold, evidently necking to 
turn the American left, nnd gnin Ibc bigb grounds. To counter- 
act tbis Htlempt, Wubinglon retired agnin to Middlt^brDok; and 
tbo only result of thcee movt-'menta iras same inuirt akirmisbing 
btilwcon till! advimced parties of the two armies, irith Utile loss 
oji cither siiic. Thus fulled in all bis nianixuTres fi>r bringini; on 
a general engagement, Sir William Howe crossed over to Statnt 
IsloJid, using tor that purpose tbi; flonting hridgE coustructed at 
Briinsiviu, nnd entirely evncualt'd the Jerscj-s. 

The very next day Wusbington received the first infelligcnoo, 
that Burgoyne was apprcmebing Ticondcroga with a formidable 
army. For some time it had also been ruported by apius nnd 
doaiirtern, that ii fleet of large vessels nnd transports was prepar- 
ing in tbe harbor of New York, with the nppurent object of an 
expedition by water. At first it was not doubted, that this srma- 
ment vrns destined against FhiladelpbiB, But the news from the 
north east a c4ond of unwrlninty over all the enemy's schuine«. 
It now Boemed more probnble, that coQCCrtod oporutions between 
llowc and Burgoyne were in vievf, and that the Ibrraer wonld 
spufdily ascend tbe Hudson to Ibnn a junction with the latter. 
The fitting out of the fleet, it was supposed, might have the 
double aim of a feint to dt-eoive the Americans into a belief that 
iiunie (listant operation by gen was intended, and of actuully 
preparing fo transport troops up the Hudson. It was likewise 
eimjettured , that on attack on New England was meditated, with 
tbii view of creating a diversion in fnvnr of Burgoyne; and this 
was in fact a part of Howe's original plan, whifji be abandoned 
in consequence of tbe deficiency of bis rHinforcements from 

This Bijite of things was peciilinrly Pmbarrassiug to Wnab- 
ington. Ubile it was necessary for bhn to nntcb evErj' point, it 
was still more so, that he should bo at hand to meet tbe blow 
wherever it should be struct. The great object, at which the 
British had been aiming from the beghinrog of the war, namely. 
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e. poescseioD of Hudson's River and the commonicatioa nitli 
Canada, tlias separating the ciistcrn and southern Stalas, vas bo 
important, that ha could not doubt this to be the special intent 
of BingoTne'a expedition; and jet-he bad Been bo many OTidences 
of General Ibwe'a desigas upon Fbiladelphia, that he was luuible 
to relinqmali bia' coafiotiou of tlieir reality. Tbe immediate 
danger, bovBrer, waa on tbe Hudson, to guard agaiaat vhich be 
deapatohed two legimenta to Feekakill, and prepared to loUow 
with bifl whole army. 

This mavement required caution and delay; for, abould he 
withdraw his force too soon from the centre of Jersey, Sir Williant 
Howe might land Ills troops nt South Amboy, and march to Ftiila- 
delphiu hi^fore he could be uverlakcn. But, when it was known, 
that the enemy had actually embarked on board tbe fleet, Wasb- 
ington moTed alowly towards tbe Bigblands by nty of Motria- 
town and Bam^o, . ad?BiKnog as iar as tbe Clare, and at tbe 
game time detaching Lord Soling witb a division to FeekakiU. 
At tbia juncture tbe fleet dropped down to tbe Hook and weat to 
sea. Waiting no longer tban to he convinced of (he abaolute 
departure of 'tiie fleet, be immediately began to retrace his steps. 
The two divisions under Sullivan and Stirling, which had croBsed 
the Hudson to Peekskill, were recalled, and the army pursued 
various routes to the banks of the Dclnware. There he resolved 
to stay till he should receive further intelligence of the Eritish 
fleet; for it was still possible that it might return to New York 
and asOend the Hudson. 

Ifews Boon came, however, that it had been seen ut the 
0^tt(fit-&B Delaware, and its destination was then thought to 
VS^j lOn^idonbtfuL Tbe army marched to Germantonn, where 
it wonltf twiftf#(Mi!ltiee« to deitod tbe ratf of Philadelphia, and 
the' General -'UUtelf hastened fonrard to Cbester. He then 
learned that tbe fleet bad left the Gapea and steered eastward. 
All his calculations were again baffled; for it wss naturally in- 
ferred from the course taken by the lleet, tha^ General Howe 
would either go directly back to New York, or to some place on 
the coast of New England, and cooperate with Burgoyne. Till 
tbia point was setUed by certain information, nothing ooald be 
done. Tbe amy continaBd at Germantown, prepared to march 
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ttl a momcnt'B warning, except SulUvun'e divisioo and some other 
regimentB, whicli were ordured to take post in New Jersey. 

During tliis suspcnso General Washington pasaud two or 
three days in Philadelphia, boltling eunferencex with committvisB 
and mf^mberB of Cungnisa. It waa here tliat he iiad bis Brat inter' 
view with the Marquis de Lafaj-eth.-. Thu entlmsiaatic zeal wili 
whiiih that yuutig nobleman hud coibruced the AmtTican uauaa, 
his romantic adventures in leaving hia own counlrj and croasiug 
the Atlantic, and tlie incidents which befell him un hia urrival, are 
■well Inown; aud the part he acted during the war, hia influence 
in eaininf effectual aid from the frcneh govcmnieut, his duep 
aud lasting attacliinent to Waahiugtoa, the ardor and conaistency 
with which he adhered tu the interests of his adopted country to 
the end ol' hia life, and the affection trhich the people of that 
country have ever manifested fur his person nnil character, all 
iioii.'tnirL'. 1.0 miiKC the day on which he entered the acrvica one of 
the iiiuBt remarkable In the Revolution. 

^Vben Lafayette arrived in Fbilaiiolphia, be put his lettei-s 
into the hands of Mr. LovoU, Chairman of the Committee ol' For- 
eign Affairs. He called the ne:tt day at the Hall of Congreaa, 
and Mr. Lovell came out to him and said, that ho many foreigners 
tiau oucrcu luuinaelvcs for employment, that Congreaa was em- 
barrassed with their applicatiuns, and he wna sorry to inform him 
there was very little hope of his Butceaa. Lufiiyette suspected 
hia piipcrs had not been read, and he immediately sat down and 
wrote a note to the President of Congress, in which he desired 
to be permitted to ecrve in the American army un two conditions; 
first, that he should receive no pay; secondly, that lie should act 
as a volunteer. These terms wltc bu different I'rom those de- 
manded by other foreigners, and presented bo few obalncles un 
the ground of an interference with Ameriean offieera, that they 
were at once accepted. His rank, zeal, perseverance, and dis- 
interested nesa overcame every objection; and ho was apjioiuted 
a major-general in the American army, more than u month before 
he had reached the ogc of twenty. 

Washington was expected ahorliy in Philadelphia, and the 
young general coactaded to await his arrival before he went to 
head-quarters. The first introduction was at a dinner parly. 



17E 

.^^ j fj«j W » M W tt t.'j»tmtoi '6f '^OOngreii wen pteaent Wboib ih^ 
^^ii^t^^a^t^ to aapKnte, Wisbington took Lali^tttte nidei-ifp^ 

"ioiifin T(sry kindly, complimented him npon the nobte qirit'fae 
%tdihoini, and ilic BacrlRcen be bad made, in ttvar of tbeiAinuif 
ean came,' and Ihen told hmi that he should be pleaM&iJt4k« 
wonid mnke tlip qiuirtera of the Commander-in-ehief k^-^MMi 
L'!:l:ib1i-li limiM If tli 'i:' wliL'uever lie thought proper, and ex/wtSSlt 
tiim-.li .11 .1.. iiii - .1.! lino of bu family: adding, m Ai hmetlif 
pk'ii^.iiLiL-1 , iii.i: III' ' i.tilil not promiBe him the luxunca of a:Anwl| 
or even thi.' i^onvi^nii^ncea, ichich bis former habits might ham 
lendend esseutul to hu/comfort, bat, amco he bud become U 
Amencan Boldier, 'he<ironU ijenbtless contrive to accummodata 
himself to the character be had'BHumod, and submit with a good 
grace to the customs, maimcn, and pmationa <£ a repnhlican 
army. If Lafayetio was maderbaiipf ibr-UaranceeMuwitli CopSHW 
hi8 jay was redoubted by lUati'fiSStaaag ,peaat ibeodBUD^nS 

* regard on the p^irt of the Commandif4B.-«Mel'^ffia hoiu^anfl 
e^iiipii'ie ivfrf imnirdiiitelv sent to eiju^f kod .BWr lAeMrarda, 
rvi'ti n]..-:, ii" li.iil jlii' iTiiiiniiinil of u'QlTiaion,' llBi-lvpb-.npifiAill! 
tiin^^i'^ ,i[ lK':,il-i{ii.ii-i,'r.>. and enjoyecl aU'^thaJUraatagU'iI^ 
member ol llie LitDurd s family. The day*fteritlie^dum*rW«BJte 
mgloa mspected tbe fortiGefttioos m thfl^Ddftwaie Birtav&^Mti 
viUd~La&fatte.to;ueom|ita^'lmn.. - ■ J:;l(. .iiv^ r,,-=;.j,r,vj 



CHAPTER XX 



Sklcmrihu » Whlleoi 



Fob aererd days BOthiag vas heard of tbe fleet, tilt it was 
•een again near the coast about eiateeii lugaes soath o( tba - 
C^ea of DelawBre. Hub ma » proof, Hut it ma ntUy bowd 
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to thQ Bonthward; and, aa ten days posaad nitbout any other 
mtelligence, the opinion began to prerail, that it was gone to 
Charloaton. So thoroughly was this belief impreasiid upon Waah- 
ingtun and his ofUccrB, that a council (leddeil it tn be expDdii-ut 
to ina.rch tonards the Hudson, anil either net agaiiiBt Biirgoyne, 
or attack Now York. Thii decision was approved by Congreas; 
bui, tlio very day on which the urmy wan to iniirch, an cxprcBi 
arrived wilb intelligence, ihut the floet was timing nji the 
Chesapeake Bay, and hod already ascended two hundred miles 
from hn mcinLli. All uncertainty was now at an end. No one 
doubted the desigiia of Sir William Ilowe against Philadelphia, 
though, aa Washingtou said, the route ho had chosen was "a 
very strange one." The detachments were roealled from New 
Jersey, whore Sullivan had employed them in an unsQcecisfal 
enterprise agnin.it Rtaten lahmJ, and the whole :imiy marched Co 
Wilmington, 

The reconnoitring parties soon reported the oilemy to have 
lundLd below the Head of Elk. The American iroiips were posted 
at Rerl Clay Creek, a few miles beyond Wilmington, tbo pickets 
being advance d to Chriatinna Bridge. There was constant 
skiraiiebing between tlie light parlies of the opposing armies, in 
wbich tlie Americana behaved with epirit, gained some, ndvantitgcs, 
Hud innk about sixty prisoners. When General Howe bml landed 
all his men, artillery, and baggage, his movements indicated on 
intention to outflank the American right; and Wnshington retired 
from his position at Red Clay Creek, crossed the Bmndywine, and 
took poaseasion of the high ground near Chad's Ford. His right 
wing, so posted as to guard the fords above, was commanded 
by General Sullivan; and tbe Pennsylvania militia, under General 
Armstrong, was stationed on the left about two miles below. 

At tbe same time the British advanced to Ketmet Square, 
seven miles from Chad's Ford. At daybreak, on the morning 
of the lllh of September, Sir William Howe put Ins army in 
molion in two divisions; one, nnder Knyphnusen, taking tha 
direct road to Chad's Ford; the other, led by Lor.1 Comwallis, 
moving along the Lancaster road , which ran for several miles 
nearly parallel with the Brandywine River. Sir William Howe was 
with this divisiun. As soon as Knypliausen's advanced parties 
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approached near Chad's Ford, they were attacked by General 
Maxirell irith a bod/ of liglit troopa, and a very sharp rencounter 
ensued; but the enemy's eolumna pressed forward, and Maxwell 
wag cirnipellcd to retire. From this time Knyphauscn kept up 
a heavy fire of artillery, wliicli was returned across the river; but 
ho made no serious attempt to pass the ford. Parties went over 
and skirmished, and there was brisk firing at different points, 
without much eseciition on either sid::. Tt was the plan of the 
Hessian gsnoral. to amuse the Ami'ricans in front, till Cornwallis 
should have time (o gain their rigtil llank and rear. 

This desigQ was curly suspected by Washington, and he 
wiiited with oxtrerao ansiety for intelligence from the pntroles, 
who bad been sent to watcb the roads leading to the fords, which 
were all guarded as bigh up as the fort of the Brandywine, six 
or seven miles above Chad's Ford At length, between eleven 
and twelve o'clock, a message came from General SuUivau, stating 
that a largo body of the ooemy had been discovered marebing 
towards the upper fords. Washington ordered Sullivan to puab 
over tbo river and meet that division, while he crossed and 
attaeked Knypliausen in front. Before this order could be ex- 
ecuted, counter information was received. This contrail ici ion and 
uncertainly caused the order to be suspended. A little after two 
o'clock, however, all doubt was removed. Having taken a wide 
circuit of seventeen miles and crossed two branches of the 
Brandywioe above the fork, Cornwallia had gained the heights 
near Birmingham meeling-houac, within two miles of Sullivan's 
right flank. Sullivan marched with the three divisions under bis 
command, being bis own, Stephen's, and Stirling's, and began to 
form his troops for action; but, before the arrangement could be 
completed, Cornwallis opened the attack with such inipi tuosity, 
that nlu^T a short resistance the right of the American lino was 
broken, the i-emalnder thrown into confusion, aod the whole 
forced to a precipitate retreat. Some of them rallied, and took 
-another stand, where Ihcy maintained a short and spirited conflict, 
till again driven by a greatly superior force from their ground. 

The firing in this quarter was the signal for Knyphausen 
to cross the river, and assault the Atneriean intrenchments at 
Chad's Ford. Ho was met by General Wayoo, who defended 




The ex[)o.iiciicy o[ fiBhlLng this Imtlle with ii fovco so ipuch 
inff!ri,>r, nnd under many dienUvanUgea, lina been quufilbned by 
foreign writers. It the subjccl be viewed in a miUtnrj- light only, 
liit-ri! limy ]ioriiiips uo jiisi. grmiiiiiB mr cni.iciFiiii. i>ii( it biuiiihi 
be differently regnrded. General WnshiDgton knew tbo oxpecl.ition 
nf Ihi! ciniiitrj' ntid of Congrean; ami he -was persuaded, that n 
defeat would be leas injurioPB in its ulTeetB on the public mind, 
tliaii llie pormiHing of iha enemy to march to Philadelphia without 
oppoBilion. Ho dqabtlesa hoped to make n better reBistanec; 
whii;h lie would have done, if he had not been doecived by 
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coDtradictory inlelli^nce !□ the timo of battle, against which no 
forciiight cuulJ guanl. Althougli some oC h'la troops behaved ill, 
yet Dlben, and the larger part, fought with signal bravery, and 
inspired faim and tbemBclvcB with a confidence, which cduIiI have 
been prodiitud only by tiic! triwl. 

Tbo liny after Iho aclioii he retreated to PhLhidolpbin, and 
encumped neur Gennantiiwn. So /iir from being disiuiiyed by 
tbc late (liBUBter, CaagrcBS were inspirited ta new exertions, and 
resolved to Htrcogthcn tbe iirray and bring tiigether all the meiina 
of dtfeiice in their power. Fifteen hundred Continental troops 
were ordered down from General Putnam's command on the 
Hudson, anil the niilitiii in Pennsylynnia and the adjoining Stntes 
were surmnotied to join tbo main army with nil poBsible despatch. 
Anticipating the necessity of removing frjm Philadelphia, Cim- 
gress again invested General Witsliiiigtcm with CKtra ordinary 
powers. Uc was anthorizcd to suspend offiecrs, who should 
mishebavp, and litl up vacancies; to take provisions and other 
articles for the suhsiatcnce and comfort of the army wilbin 
sovenly railca of head-qnartcra , piiying or giving certificalea 
for the Game; and to remove, or seeurD for the benefit nt the 
owners, all goods anil effects, which might bu scrviecalilc to 
the enemy. This Inst clause was of speeiiil iniportanec; as a 
great number of disaffected persons in and around Philadelphia 
would lake no pains to withdraw their properly, preferring 
that it shoalil f^ill into the bunds ami eontribute to the aiippliea 
of the enemy. 

After allowing hia men one day for rest and refreshment, 
Wasliinglon r. tnrnud aernss the Schuylkill, and took the I-nnCBBter 
road, leading to the left of the British army, fully determined to 
offer battle. This bold step, taken before the enuiny lind left 
the field of nction at the Brandyirine, was n proof that Ibe late 
repulse bad in no degree unsettled hia own resolution, or dfimped 
the ardor of hia troops. The two armies met twenty-three miles 
from Philadelphia, and an engagement «ns aetually begun between 
the advanced pnrtica, when a he.ivy rain came on ami rendered 
both armies totally unlit to pursue the contest. Washington 
retired to the Yellow Springs, but was not followed by the 
British; and he Qnaliy puesud over the Schuylkill at Parker's 



Ford. The Mcoimt of these moTemeiita is best related in hh 
own irords. 

"Tho enemj," ho saya, 'by a varioty of perplexing tatr 
■ DtEavros through n coonUy from which I could not dmve the 
least intelligence (being to s m«) diBaSected), eontrned to pu* 

tho Seliuylkill lost oighc at the Fatlund and other forda in the 
neiglibnrliood of It. Thejr marched immediiitfly towards Phila- 
(lulphi.n, and I imagine their advanced parties will near Ibnt 
city to-niglit. They had SO far got the start buforc 1 received 
certiiin inieliigence that any considerable numljer bitd croBscd, 
that I found it in vain to think of overtaking their rear, with 
troops harassed ns ours had been with constant miirvhing since 
the battle of Brandywine. 

"When I last rccrosaed the Scfaujikill, it was with a firm 
intent of ^Ting the enemy battle wherever I ahonld meet them; 
and aoconUogly I advanced as far as the WBrren Tavern npon 
the LiiDcaster road, near which place the two anules were npon 
the point of coming to a general engagement, 'but were prevented 
by a most violent flood of rain, which continued all the day and 
following night. When it held np, we had the mortilication to 
find that onr ammunition, which had been completed to forty 
rounds a roan, was entirely rained; and in that aituution we had 
nothing left for it, but to find out h slroii}; piece of ground, which 
we could easily maintain till we could {;et tho Hrins put in ofder, 
and a recruit of animunilion. Before this could bo folly effected, 
the enemy marched from their position near the White Horse 
Tavern, down the rouii leading to the Swedes' Ford. I immediately 
crossed the Schuylkill above ihem, und threw myself full in their 
front, hoping to meet them ou their pastnge, or soon alter they 
had paaaed the river. The day before yeaterday they were agiuu 
in motion, and marched rapidly np the road leading towards 
Reading. This induced mo to believe that they had two objects 
in view; one to get round tho right of the army, the other per- 
haps to delach p:irties to Ittiuiliiig , wlu'rc we had Considerable 
quantities of milit:U7 sturcs. To frustrate those intentione, I 
moved the army up on this side of the river to this place, de- 
termined to keep pace with them; but early this morning I 
xeceived intelligeDce, that they had crosied the forda beto]w 



TVby I dill ant Fulluw immediately, 1 li:ivu raentiDnci) \o the 
formar part of my luttcr; but tlie atrongcBt reneon nguinst being 
ablu to make a iorccd march is the wtint ot ahoee. Mcssitiurs 
Carroll, Chiise, and Peon, who were Bomi; days wilt the array, 
can inform CongresB in how deplorablu a eitualioii the troops are, 
for wiint of that necessary article. At leaat one thousnnd men 
are barefooted, and have performed tbe marchee in that coDdition." 

Congrofis ndjonrnod firflt to Lancaster, and then to York- 
town In PennsylTanis, where they contiiraed eight months, till 
Philadolphia was Gvacualcd by the enemy. Immediately after the 
Briliah entered the city, Lord Howe went oul o£ the Cheaapeake 
witli his fleet »nd came round into the Delaware, intending to 
force the Btroug defences in that river, nud OBCcnd to Philadelphia. 
To aid in this undertaking a delachnieut of British troops was 
Htationed on the left bank ot the river in Kuw Jersey. Tbe larger 
palt of the nrmy was encamped at Gcrmantown, the remainder 
being in the city. 

In tliia divided state of Sic William Howe's fureta, Wash- 
ington conceived the plan of allacking him by surprise. The 
Britisli encanipmcfit extenileii across tbe village of Gerinontown, 
and at right angles with the main road. The American army 
was near Skippack CrceV, about fourteen miles distant. At seven 
a'clocli, in tbe evening of the Sd of October, tlic march began, 
and fay the order of battle the troops were to approach the enemy 
by four rantes, it being expected that the wlmle would arrive 
nearly at the same time. The divisions of Sullivan and Wavne, 
flanked by Conway's brigade, were to enter tlie town by the road 
leading to the enemy's centre, while ArmsLi'ong, with the Penn- 
sylvania militia, was to take the road on the right near the 
Schuylkill, and gain their left and rear. The divisions of (iroene 
and Stephen, flanked by M'DaupuU's brigade, wure to make a. 
cironit on the American left, and attack the British right wing, 
while the Maryland and Jersey militia, under Sinatlwood and 
Forman, were to move down by a, road still further to tbe left, 
and fall upon their right Hank and rear. The plan was extremelj 
well concerwd, and tbe surprise was complete. The attack 
commenced between daybreak and sunrise. At first the action 
was very warm in the centre, and afterwards on the Araericao 
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left, aod every thing seemed to protniso success; but the Aiiioricmia 
were ultimately obligcil to retreat, and leave the enprnj- in 
possesaiou of tbe ground. WiiBhinglon speaks of tbis event as 
fullowa, in a letter to hia brother. 

"After the enemy hud erossfd thi: Schuylkill, we took the 
first favorable opportunity of attHcking tlieni. This vras attempted 
by a night's march of fourteen mik's to surprise them, which wq 
effeetunlly did, so fiir as to reach their- guanlB before they had 
notice of our oiiming; and, if it had not been for a thick fog, 
which rendered it so dark at times that we were not able to 
diatinguish friend from foe at the distnnce of thirty yards, we 
sbonld, I believe, have made a decisive and glorious day of it. 
But Providence designed it otherwise; for, after wo had driven 
the enemy a mile or tiru, aller (hey were in the utmost confusion, 
and flying before us in nvofit places, after we were upon the point, 
as it appeared to everybody, of grasping a complete victory, onr 
own troops took fright und fled with preci|)itatIou and disonlur. 
How to account for this, I know not; unlese, us I before observed, 
the fog represented their cjwn iHends to Ihein for a rein fore em cnt 
of the enemy, as wo attacked in diJlerent quarters at tbu same 
time, and were about closing the wings of our army when this 
happened. One iJiing, indecil, contributeil not a little to our 
misfortune, and that was a want ol' ammunition on tiie right wing, 
wliich began the engagement, and in the course of two hour.'< and 
forty minutes, which time it hasted. Lad, many iif tlieni, uxpeniled 
tlie forty rounds, that thoy look into the field. After tha 
engagement we removed to a place about twenty milen from the 
enemy, to collect our forces together, to take care of our wounded, 
get furnishi'ii with ntcGBsaries again, and be in a better postnre, 
eiUier for offensive or defensive uperiitions. We are now ad- 
vancing towards the enemy again, being at this time within 
twelve miles of them. 

"Our loss in the late action was, Id killed, wounded, and 
missing, about ooc thousand men; but, of the missing, many, I 
dare B;iy, took advantage of the times, and deserted. General 
Nash of North Carolina was wounded, and diod two or three 
days after. Many valuable officers of ours were also wounded, 
and some killed. . In a word, it was a bloody day. Would to 
12' 
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Heaven I eonld add, that It twd been « more fortmiate one 

General Howe reported hia loss to be aoventy-one killed, 
four hundred luni fiftj- woundca, and fourteen missing. The 
American loss, ixs et;tted l)y Dr. Gordon on the authority of the 
Board of War, woa one hundred und fitly killed, live hundred and 
tnenty-OQe wounded, and about four hunilreit prisoners. In the 
midst of the action, aix oompanioa of the fortieth Brltiah regiment, 
commanded by Colonel Mnigrave, took posBeBsion of Chov's 
Hoiue, ft Htrong atone building, ivhich they barricaded and defended 
with so much obatinacr, u to retard for boiub time the advance 
of the leeond line of tlie AmericanB, intaoded to rapport tbe 
eentre; and, during this deli^, SnUiTan'a diTif'ion, whicb had 
been closely engaged in front, having mostly expended its 
ammunition, began to retreat, and, falling back npon the Becond 
line, threw it into diaordcr. This circnm stance, added to the 
dense fog, is supposed to have contributed much to the unfortunate 
usuo of the dajr. 

But the battle of Germantown was not without its good 
eCtects. It revived the hopes of tlie country by proving, that, 
notwithatanding the recent aneceaaea of the coeuiy, neither the 
spirit, resolution, and valor of the ti-oops, nor the energy and 
confidence of the Commander, had suffered any diminution. They 
were as prompt and eager to meet their adversaries in battle, as 
at the beginning of the campaign. Considered tn its political 
ralationat the event was not less important. When the American 
Oommissioners in Paris had their first interview with Connt de 
Vergennes to convoree on a treaty of alliance, after complimenting 
Ihcni on the favornhlo prO9pi:0ts in America, and the conduct of 
the Amcrii:;kii tiunps, hi' :idiKHl, "llut nothing struck him so maoh 
SB General ^V(l31llllgloll'^{ attacklcir; and giving battle to General 
Howe's army; thnt to bring an army, raised within a year, to 
this, promised every thing." It has been commonly supposed, 
Aat Burgoyno's defeat was the turning point with the French 
government in joining the United States against England, and 
probably it was; bat the above iact, recorded by one of the 
Conmiiaiionm at the time, shows Hat the openrtions of With- 
ingtonl annr lud their doe wdgfat In the soale. 
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XhB Britufa fleet baring eateied .Ota Debnnure, ererf 
«xertion was made to remoTe die obetroadoiui in Qte nver, and 
drire tbe Americans from tii^r fortiGed poata. Bj Ibo activi^ 
«t the atnall nkval amatnent niider Commodoro Hazkwooi], and 
the biave defence of Bed Bank and Fort Mifflin, these efforts 
were leaiited for more Uuid aix weeks, whea a vastly superior 
fereei botli land and water, ooropelled an evacuation of tliose 
places, and opened a passage for the enemy's shipping to Phil- 
adelphia. 

Woahingtou returned to his former station after the battle 
of Gcnnnntown, and in a foir days encamped in a strong poBitioB 
at Wbitcmarsh, fourteen miles from Philadelpliis. General Greene 
was ordered with a detachment into New Jersey la operate against 
Comwallis, who had passed over with a large body of troops to 
ud ID redncing Fort Mereer at Bed Bank. The Marquis de 
Lafayette was a Tobmteer under Greene, and distinguished him- 
self in a sldrmish with the enemy at Gloucester Point, nltboogh 
his wound wSB not yet entirely healed. No event of importance 
occurred. The Bntish recroBsod tbe river to Pliiladclphia, and 
Greene joined tbe main army at Whitemareli. A relnrorccmeDt 
likewise arrived from tbe north, consisting of Morg]tn'8 rifle 
corps and part of the New Hampshire and MaBBschusetla troops ; 
the snrrender of Burgoyne, and the reliitqaishment by tba British 
of Ibeir temporary acquisitions in tbe Highlands, rendering their 
■errioes no longer necessary in that quarter. 

&x William 'Bowe, having received an acceseioo to hie 
etrmgdi by several regiments from New York, thought a good ' 
opportDoitf presented itself for trying bis fortune in another 
battle^ if be could find thetdmericanB in such a oonditidn as to 
attack them to advantage. He marched out of the atj with 
twelve thonsand men, in tbe evening of the 4tb of DecembeF, and 
the next morning took post at Chestnut Hill, about three milel 
from the right of tbe American encampment. Washington sent 
out Light troops to skirmisb, but rcsnlvcd to wait for the general 
attack on the ground ho had chosim. Tliis was an adventure, 
which General Howe was not inclined to hazard. After ma- 
nmnviing three daja in the front and on the flanks of the American 
Uoesi leekiDg tar an advantage whidi Lta opponent was careful 
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«cil to gm|-U MtrMited nddenlf to Fbiladdj^da, bftving lost in 
^ difiavent tenconntem tweatj men killed, uxly-tliree vounded, 
and tUr^diree miaBuig. 

.' The HMon bang far adranoed, and the troops worn down 
the liaid serrioB of Ae campaign, it was tbougfat necessaiy M 
make immediate preparatioDR for winter qaartcni. Mauj of thA 
soldiers were auft'erinf; extremely for the want of clothes and 
aboee; ami even tbe supplies of provision and forage wore ob- 
tained with ilifficiilLy. So great was the disnffectioii of the 
inhabiliiiitF!, pjirtieularly after the British entered Philadelphia, 
that the larger portion of thorn rofneed to Bell thtar prodnoe to 
the American contractors, some perhaps through fesrof theenem^t 
others from a sincere attachment to the royal cause; and area tfa« 
ifell affected were nnwilling to part witii their property tipoD bs 
ft«bl« a McnrilT as the certificates given on the aothority of 
Congress. With his nsoal delicacy and'CMilioD, WMhington iraa 
]«Iuctant to exerdse tfae powers with whieh lie was intrusted to 
obtain supplies from the people by fbrdble means. The sonndest 
policy forbade this piaetics, as tang as it could pos^ly be 
avoided. It alienated friends, and added 9 new motiTC for dia- 

The olficers difEered widely in regard to the beat mode of 
disposing of the army for the winter. Some advieed (but it should 
he quartered at Wilmington; others recommended the valley of 
Xredyfin, a few miles west of the Schuylkill, as the place of 
eatatonment; while others preleired a line of detached posts 
> bxtending from X.ancBster to Bea^ag; The ^natter wa* lugOf 
discnssed in a council of war, and elaborate argnments in writing 
were given for each of these disposiljons. 

The opinions of the officers were so various and contra- 
dictory, that the Commander was finally obliged to act according 
to hie own judgment, and on his own responsibility. He decided 
to establish a fortidcd encampment at Valley Forge, about twenty 
miles from Philadelphia. The ground was covered with woods, 
and bonnded on one side by tiie Schnylkil], and on the others by 
ridgea of hills. He examined the site in person, and designated 
die partieaUr pvta in which each regiment waa to be qiMrtend. 
XlwAny mnohed to tUs place, and, on Hm 18th of DNenbM^ 
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orders were issued for bailding hute. Trees were Celled Cor this 
purpose, imd the liuts were cousCructed with logK, the dimensions 
of each being sixtcco Teot by fourteen. One liut was nosigned 
to twelve privalea, 'and one to ii amaller number of officers, 
according to their rank. A general of&ci^r was the sole tenoDC 
of a hut. These atructurea were nrningpti in pnrnliel lines where 
the shape of llie ground would admit, and, wlien the encampment 
was completed, it had the appeamocc of a town with streets and 
arannvs. Troops from the same State inhabited the Baun: street 
or quarter. The whole encnmpmunt was Buvrounded on the land 
side by intronchmenta; and a bridge was thrown acrote the river 
to open a communication wilb the country iu that direction. Here 
the army remained till the following June. A detachment was 
also stationed at Wilmington, to protect the State of Delaware 
from the incursiooB of the enemy's foraging partiua. 



CHAPTER XXI. 



The command of the American armies, and the respoosi' 
bilities Bitending that high oflice, were not the only causes of 
vexation, which at this time harassed the mind of Washington. 
Attempts weru made by his public adtersitiieB, and by secret foes 
wearing the mask of friendship, to destroy his influence and min 
bis character. 

A pamphlet was published in London, containing a series of 
letters, purporting to have been written by him in the summer of 
17 76, and with his signature altacbed to them. It was stated in 
tlie preface, that, when Fort Lee was evacuated, General Wash' 
inglon's serrant was left behind indisposed; that iu his posses- 



BiOD was n Emnll partmant^an belonging to the General, in which, 
amnng other things of trilling viiluc, wcra lliu ilrnfiB of »cveml 
private lettcra to Mrs. WuahiDgton, Mr. Lund IVushington, nnd 
Mr, Custis; and thai these had been trmiamittcd to Engliind hy 
on officer, into whose handa tbcj- bad fallen. Tbia ficlion wna 
contrived to deceive the pablic into a belief of the gcnuinirnCKB of 
the letters, although in reultty not one of GenemI Wiiahington'a 
BorvantB, nor a single artiele of hia linggngc, was Inkcn by the 
enemy in the whole eoursc of tho irnr. But the tenor of the 
letters was the moat insidious part of tho fabrication. Washington 
is repreacnlod as eipressing Benl.iments totally at variance with 
bis conduct, and ns deprecating the misguided zeal and rashness 
ot Congress in declaring independence, and pushing the opposition 
to Groat UriUin to hd perilous nn extremity. The letters were 
reprinted in New Yorlc, and industriDualj- cirealated in various 
forms through the agency of disaffected persons. The disguise 
wna too flimsy to cover so nefariuus a purpose. Whatever credit 
they may have gained in England, they could have no influence 
on his CDuntrj-mcn, who understood his character. 

The author of these spurious epistles was never publicly 
known, They were written with eonniderablc art, and by a person 
acquainted with nmny purticniars of General Washington's family 
concerns. It is probable, nlso, that parts of intercepted letters 
actaally written by him were interwoven. He never thought the 
subject worthy of his notice, till near the end of his preaidciicj', 
when a new edition of these same forgeries was palmed upon the 
public to gratify the spleen of a malignant party spirit, and lo 
effect a purpose oven more infamous than the one contemplated 
by their original author. He then declared them, iu a letter to 
the Secretary of State, to be spurious and false. 

Whilst tho enemies of hia country were thus employed in 
scattering the seeds of detraciion and falsehood, tho agents of 
faction were secretly at work, bath in the nriny and iu Congross, 
to disparage and undermine his reputation. This eonspirocy has 
been called Conway's Cabal, from the name of the individual who 
acted the most cunspicnous part. The other prominent Icadcra 
were General Gates and General Mifliin. The causes and origin 
of the disafrcctioD of those offieera to the Commoader-ia-cbiof have 
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with the rank of brigndicr. Mifflin mont there as aid-iie-cnmp to 
tho Comninnder-in-uhicr, by whom, tinilcr the authority of Congrcaa, 
be was appointed q\iiirtermnfitor-generui, with ibu rank of eolonel. 
After tho orgnnization or the first Contincntiil army. Gates applied 
for the comnianil i>! a brigade, and Mifflin o( a regiment. These 
requcBts were ileelincd by WoHhiiigtoD, on the ground, in the first 
plnco, that the duties of tbcir offlcea required their whole attention, 
and, in the next, thnt sui'h an indulgunce would interfere with tho 
just claims of other officers. This refuenl Ih tbnaght to have 
given on ofl'cnce, thnt wils not forgotten. It ia certain, that, after 
the army ninrehed from Ciiinbriilge, GunemL Gales made interest 
with Congress to bo cmplojed at a distance from Washington's 
immediate cnmmand, nii<t continued to do ao; and the correspond- 
onee with liiin on the part of Gntei, made neccasary by his 
official relation lo the Commnnder-in-chiuf, so far from being 
rordial and friendly, was marked with "an nir of design, a want 
of candor in many inatancca, and even of politenefls." Those afo 
the worda of Waahington, contained in a letter lo the President 
of Congress three years after tho army left Cambridge, anil they 
arc verified by the corresp on donee aineo published. 

Cnnway, by birth an Irislimnn, had been in the Freuch service 
from his youth, and founded his ctuim to cnnsiilerntion on the 
circumstance of his being an officer of thirty years' experience. 
He joined the army at Morristown, having the rank of brigadier, 
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b, Iho .pp.inln,.nl ,.f Concre... 01 .11 Ho -t. in H. ™rW, 

ll ... Z 1... »,«iB... .1- 1— »' ^"'■■"s"- 



h, tbi l..t 1. cnrili.l. 11.0 ftvor o! Wuo.nB.on, .>.».,..., 
and intrlEolnc, W on pnshine bia fortune, and 

,B promoted rWafiliinglon trrote to ti member of 



preiumptno,,., ..d intri joins , »•»' °» "» ? 

prJof. of lbe.o tr.it. of eb.r.eler .nd of .lot.Ur ■■»> "O" 
„hil.ilad dorinu tie c.mp.iem .nd, " 



Conway WBB to t>o promoieu , ..»=.i..i6'" 

Gonere.. a letter of .trong teroonstninco .(;.in8t it, asBigoing biB 
BBonB witboot reaerve Tbe bucccbb of tbe nortbero arBiy, m 
Se cplare oi B.rgojoo. waa tb. .iEo.l for tbe naleaont.nt. to 
...on,, a bolder attitude ia pro.ecatiag ibe.r ntaebtnatton.. Ano.- 
,n,o.B letter, -ere aen, t. tbe Pre.id.n. of Congre,. ..rf tb. 
Oo,.rn.r of Virgini., mi.d .itb In.ino.lton,, eoatpla.o.B ...d 
a,a|..er.l.d .tataaieot., aad ..er.bmg .11 tbe ntialorlaaeB of be 

■ . .1.= tnnnnneilv Or ill-timcd F.biao policy, of tbO 

rSe":^^:^?':;.—, .i.u .. o--^^ 

,B falBebood, tb.t bi. foree b.d been tbr.o or four time. .B largo 

.. tbiil oppo..d to bim, and no p.ia. -ere .p.re,^ to ».ke .» 

.p,,.r, tiat .11 bi. pl.u. .ad operatioa. enaeed a want of 

mditery knowledge, jadgment,.nddeeiBma. 

TbcB. artifiees, thoiigb practised m secret tor a tim , 
well known to W.-bingtoo. Hi. .cr.liai.iag o;""""* 
penelrated tbe designs of tba.e, wbo .ctcd under tb. e oii of a 
prelentledattacbnientt and bis real friend,, uio.ed no' 1« by a 
La., of d.ty to Ibeir countrv, tbaa of justice to biui. look cat, to 
pnt bim on ii. guard, aad to ac,,u.int bim -itk tbe iidrig... of 
Sio eabal, a. 1^ a. tbe, could be ..c.rtained f»m o'en .» . or 

sit o» o^GatS de'lp, J oobis w.y iron, Saratoga 
to OongreB., .. b«irer of de.p.tcbe. announcaE tbe capitalalion 

i.gton, acrouipanicd wilb ili.p.-giog r.Hections. Prompted by 
patdotism and IriBudsbip, Lnnl Stirling eommuaicted to bim an 
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eatract from the letter at repeatod Wilkinson. A coTrespond- 
mce on the enbjsct fnllowed betwcuti WHsbington, Gaten, and 
Conway. The gennlncncea of tho extract was ddnied, but Iha 
letter ilaelf was never produced. Twq or thresi perBons nfter- 
wardB Biiw it in confidence, among whom was Mr. Laurens, 
^Froaident of Congreaa; and, altbougb tho words proved not to be 
oxnctly tiie saine, j-ct this tenor and spirit oi the letter were accn- 
rstely reporlci!. The trausactioa, and the incidents springing 
fivni it, coulil not long bo concealed from the officerg of the army. 
Eumora rcappcting them wtnt abrosd, and the public sentiinunt 
VaB expreBsed in a. tone eo nnequivocal and deoidod , as to diB- 
eonragc the inBtigators; nnd their schemes were abandoned, before 
they had produced nnj- of the fatal mischiefs, which ranat inevilflbly 
have followed, if their ambitiona bopea bad been realized. 

There is no reason to auppuae, that any of the officers were 
directly implicated in the cabul, except Galea, Mifflin, and Conway. 
That a considerable party in Congress favored the projects of 
tbcae loea is evident from the proceedings of that body for aeverul 
montha. After the eapitnlatioa at Saratoga, Gates forivarded the 
OlGcial account of the event to Congress, without communicating 
the intelligence in any shape to the Cummander-in-chief, which 
hia duty as an officer and the common rules of courtesy required 
him to do ; and Congress never intimated their diasatiaf action with 
this breach of decorum, and nmrked disrcspeel to the eommander 
of their armios, whose authority they were bound to support. 
Nearly at the same time Ooiign'SB instiluted a new Board of War, 
to which were granted large ])nwera, and of which Gates and 
Mifflin were appointed nicnituTS, Gates being placed at its head. 

One of the ilrat acta ot this hoard was a projected expeiiition 
to Canad:!, planned by Gates, and approved by Congress, without 
consulting Washington in the least of its particulars. The first 
intimation he had of it was in 4 letter from the Board of War, 
enclosing another to Laliiyette, informing him of his being appoin- 
ted to the command of the expedition. It wua the design of this 
stroke of policy to bring over Lafayette to the interests of the 
faction. They bad little knowledge of bis character. He was 
not to he deceived nor cajoled. lie carried the letter to Wash- 
ington, told bim that be saw through the artifice, and should 



DigniiEsl by Google 



— 188 - — 

decline. WoBhington replied, Uiat he kneir not the object ot the 
expcclition, nor Iiow it yra» to lie carried into elTect, but the 
appointment was an honorable one, which wonld place b!m in n 
conspicuous slaliun, vhcrc he wouhl in any event iLCqiiit nimxi:!! 
with credit; for, iF the enterprisB should fuil, he nag persuaded 
hie conduct irould be sucb as to bqtc him from faultB iinii s<',ri',en 
bim from eennure, and the responeibilit}' would resi wii.ii \in 
projeulorG. Yielding to this udviee, be acceded to the Tiroiiusai. 
vent to Albany, ivhcro ho bud been prooiiaed Ibnt irDcms iinii 
every thing ncccssory should bu provided, mid, aft'ir iviiiiiuir 
there three months, his piitienco being exhausted and all Jiis aiiiicf 
defcBled, ns the Bonnl ot Wiir did nolbing to fnliil Iheir nroiniflr 
or promote the expcdilion, he relumed to the enmp sl viiiiev 

And it might here be recorded to the honor of Lafayette, if 
iniieed his whole career in America wbb not a noble monument to 
his honor, his generosity, and uTiwnvering fidelity to every trust 
reposed in him, that from the Tcry Grst he resisted every Bttcmpt 
that -was made by the flatteries of Conway, und the artifices of 
others, to bring him into the Icnguc. In the earliest stage of the 
cabnl, before it had been whispered to the public, he wrote to 
Wnabinglon, stating his opinion oF Conway, and his fears for the 
unbappy consequcnccB that might flow from his condoct. "I need 
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not toll you," Baid he, "bow sorry I um lit what Iiub happened; it 
16 li nepEHHarj resalt of my tender und respectful Irienilehip for 
you, which is 413 true and cnudid hb tliQ other suntimenLa of luy 
heart, und much stronger than so new an aCfiuiiintnnce might Hcem 
to admit. But another reason for my concern is my anient and 
perhaps cnthuaiostic wish for tho happiness and liberty of this 
country. I sec plainly that America can defend herself, if proper 
mciiKures are tnkcn; hut I begiu to fear that she may be lost by 
bcrsclf and her oim hods." And again in conclusion lie added; 
"My desire of deaersing your approbation is strong; and, whenever 
you shull employ me, you can bo certain of my trying every exer- 
tion in my power to Buccced. I am now bound (o your fate, and 
T shall fulloiT it and guataiti it, as well by my swonl as by all the 
moaoa in my power." To this pledge ho was ever true.* 

Standing firm in bis integrity, Washington took no pains to 
counteract these machinations of his ciiemiea, and, whatever may 
have been his regret and indignation at inch evideneca of in- 
gratitude and perGdy, he did not allow them to disturb his 
equanimity, or to turn bim in the Icaat degree from liia loHy 
purpose of serving his country in the sphere uUottcd to liini with 
tho dieinterestednesB, diligence, and ardor, that characterized his 
public life in every vicissitude of events. In a letter to President 
Lanrena, who bad enelosuil" to him an anonymous eomronnication 
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at a very iasidioiiB tendenof, which he bad received, and nhiEb 
tbe writer designed for Congress, Washington wrote as I'allowe. 

"I cannot sulficientty expresfl the obligation I feel to you, 
for your frieruialiip and politeness upon no occasion in which I 
am iO deuply interested. I woa not unupprizcd, tliat a malignant 
lotion had been i'ur some time forming to ray prejudice; which, 
cunscioug as I iim of liaving ever done all in iny power to answer 
the important pnrpost's of the tmst reposed in me, could not but 
give nie some pain on a personiil account. But niy chief concern 
urises from an apprehension of the dangerous consequences, which 
intestine dissensions may produce to the common cause. 

"As I have no other view tlmn to promote the publit good, 
and am unaaibitious of honors not founded in the approbation 
of my country, I would not desire in the least degree to auppresa 
a free spirit of inquiry into any part of my conduct, Ibat even 
FactioD itself may deem reprehensible. Tbe anonyraona paper 
handed to you cxliibits many serious charges, and it is my wieb 
tbat it ahoald be sahmitteil to Coilgresa. This I am the more 
inclined to, as the suppression or concealment may possibly 
involve you in embarrassments hereiifter, since it is uncertain how 
many or who niny l)c privy to the contcnla. 

'My enemies fake an imgenerous advantage of me. They 
know the delicacy ol my Bituation, find that motives of policy 
deprive roe of tbe defence I might otherwise make against their 
insidious attacks. They know I cannot combat their insinualions, 
however injurious, without discloeing secrets, which it is of the 
utmost moment lo com-eal. But why should I expect to be 
exempt from censure, the unfuiling lot of an elevated station? 
Merit ond talents, with which I can have no prelensiona of 
rivalship, have ever been subject to it. My heart tells me, llmt 
it has been my unremitted aim to do the best that eircumslancca 
would permit; yel I may have been very oflen mistaken in roy 
judgment of the means, and may in many instances deserve tbe 
imputation of error." 

To what extent tbe members of Congress were concerned 
in this affair, it would bo difficult now to decide. Names have 
been mentioned, but without such a clear statement of facts as to 
fix Q direct charge upon any individual. The proceedings of 



Congress sliaw, tliiit the fnction had snppDrtm in that boJy; 
but who they were, or what preciao objetU thoy had in view, 
cttnoDt now be asccrlainLil from tho testimony hitberlo maje 
publk. Tlic first aim of the cnbal was, no doubt, to disgust 
Washington and fause him to resign. It ia probuble, ibat 
Gatea's immL'diale uaadjulurs in llic nmiy looked to him as the 
successor, and that Gat4.'a ibtltercd hiinself with thia illuaive 
dream. Tho diaantisfied members of Congress, it ia more likely, 
hud tlieir eyes upon Charles Lee, who waa aoun to bu oxchuiif;cd. 

Conway was the pittiin of hia ambition an(i intrignca. Being 
wounded by nn Ameriiiin oliicer in a duel, lie wrole to General 
Washington while he thought himaell' near his end, exprcaaing 
sorrow far his pasl. condnet- "My career will soon be over," 
said lie; ■■ tlierefiiru jusliee and truth prompt me to declare my 
luat sentimcnlH. You are in my eyes the great and good miuL 
May you lung enjoy tlie love, veneration, aiiJ c.ifeem of these 
States, whiise libenlta yon hn¥0 asserted by your vulnea." Thig 
confcFtsion, dictated at a aolemn moment by a corroding coa- 
seicnee, although it may be deemed au apology for personal 
iDjnriea, cnimot atone for the guilt of having endeavored, in a 
tlmo of public danger and distreaa, to hiudle the flame of discord 
in a countr}', wboae liberties lie had offered to vindicate, and 
whuso cunse he was protending to servo. He unexpectedly 
rccnvercri of his wound, and returned to France, leaving a name 
which few will envy, and an enaiDplo whieli no one will be 
nmbitioua to imilate, who reflects how anon a crime may be 
followed by a Just retribution. 
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SuBvlnsI gt the Arm; at Vnlto/ Faift. — Haw Acnngmiaiili eomHUd nUh ■ 
ConiinltMii a( CongiaM. — BHir-pi; giantiil to Offlnn Da > farm si 
Tiwi. — Pnxudlni* In Rciiiiil to Laid ninUi^ concUliMrj BUli. 

The winter at Valley Forge is mcmorablo in the hiatoij of 
the war. Owing to t'hiingi's in tlie quarterm aster's anil commiasary'B 
depart 111 on tB, ai^fordinf; to n Bchiinii! plannnd by Congress contnirj' 
to the jiidgmenl n[ Wii.shiiigkin , the urniy liiid bei^n wrKtcbeUly 
supplied; and at no tmic wore the sufforinge □[ the troops so 
great, as they were for a. few weuliS after tlicy went into winter 
qnarterE. Hardly were the buts begun, when infcrmntioa was 
received, that a party of the enemy tiad leftFbiladulphio, with the 
apparent design of foraging and drawing BubaisCcnce from the 
eonntry, Seyeral re^mentB were ordered to be in re&dinesa tO' 
mareb, when it was discovered that they bad no proYieiona, and 
that a dangerona mutiny was on tlie point ot brealcing ont. The 
only remedy was to send parties abroad to oollect, wherever they 
ooald find it, as much prorinon as would satis^ the pres^ng 
wants of the aoldiera. 

The same wants recorrcd at different times through the 
winfer. On one occiialon General Waeliiriirlon wrote: "For some 
days there baa been )itll« leas than a fitinini; 111 i-.imn. A part of 
tbi'. army hiivc been a week without anv Kind ul lli'sli. and the 
rent threi! or fuur dwys. Naktd and sLiiviiig as llniy are. we 
cannot (enough ailtniro ihe incomparable patience and Adebty of 
the Boldicry. ibat thny have not been ere this excited bv tbcir 
sufferings to a guneral mutiny ana ciiBpereion. Strong eymploma. 
however, 01 uisuonit^i uavii appeareu in paiTicuiar iriGtanueai atiu 
nothing hot the roost active efforts everywhere can long avert so 
ahaeking a eatsatrophe." Such was the scarcity of blankets, that 
many of tlie men were obliged to sit up all night by the fires, 
withonl covering to protect them whilo taking the common 
refreahment of sleep; and in numerous instances they were so 
scantily chid, that they conld not leave th^ hnts. Alihcugh the 
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officprs wurc blotter provideJ, yut noQO wus eaempC from exposnroB, 
privations, and bardshipB. 

Not wit hat milling this deploruble cuudltiun of the army, there 
were not wantiiig thoao, wbo complained of its innotivlty, and 
iiiaiated on u winter tunipaign. Wben the encampment waa begun 
at Valley Forge, the whol« number of men in the fiold was eleven 
thousand and ninety-eight, of whom l;wo tbousnnd eight hundred 
and niaety-eiglit were unlit fur duty, "being barefoot und other- 
wise naked." In malcing thia statement to CongrcsB, anJ allading 
til a memorial of the legislature of Pennsylvania, Washington 
said; °Wc find gentlemen, without knowing whether this army 
was really going into winter quarters or not, reprobating the 
nieiuiure as much as if they thought the soldiera were made of 
stocks or Btuncs, and equally insensible of frost and anow; and 
moreover, as if Ihey conceiTcd it easily practicable for an inferior 
army, under the diiadvantuges I have described ours to be, which 
aru by no means cxaggcralcd, to confine a superior one, in oil 
respects well appointed and provided for a winter's camjiaign, 
within the city of Philadelphia, and to cover from depredation and 
waste the Slates of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Bnt what 
makes this matter still more extraonitnary in my eye is, that these 
very gentlemen, — who were well apprized of the nakedness oE 
the troops from ocular 'demonstrnlion, who thought their own 
soldiers worse clad than others, and who advised me near a month 
ago lo postpone Ihi; execution of a plan I was about to adopt, in 
consequeuee of a resolve of Congreas, for seining clothes, under 
strong assurances that an ample supply would IM collected in ten 
days agrcL'iibly to a decree of the State {not one article of which, 
by the by, in ytt come (o hand), — should think a winter's 
campaign, and the covering of thcBC Slates from the invasion of 
an enemy, so easy and practicable a business. I can assure thosB 
gentlemen, that it is a much easier and leas distressing thing to 
draw remonBtranccs in a comfortahlo room by a good fireside, 
than to occupy a cold, bleak hill, and sleep under frost and snow, 
without clothes or bhtnkets. However, although they seem to 
have little feeling for the naked and distressed soldiers, I feel 
Bupcrabundantly for them, and, from my soul, I pity thoac miseries, 
which it is neither in my power to relieve nor prevent." 

G. W..1.L,(,= ,>-. Lift. 13 
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^^nsiA&tt tke imniediate iranta of the army in cimp irere pronded 
for. he nezi omploved bia ibongbiB la derismg a new and improved 
■{fstein for the future. Tha ezpenance of three campaigas had 
jaaved the seceHitT^ ndKfL mi. extenane .changes m the plans 
-hitberta punned, holh.itt.ngud.to tfcjtixiigamaition ana diimpllne 
of the trmj. and to Ao BiethiKls of obtauuDg Bupphes. He deemed 
the (nbiect to be of the uimost iinponnuce. aud one unnii the 
due adiuBtm^t of whicii ivoiuii ni^npmi not niiiv tuo eih^it.'iicv. 
but even the existence, ui a V'Uiiuiil'Iii;il nuimirv lorce. i lint 
he might act upon the ainimiufi nnncuiii;': . !iiiu "-lIIi nil Tlic 
ads h 

of others, h,' r,..,ii,,si,.(l ili,. ^,;u:v:,l ulCo f -tn[.j lliL'Lr 

eiiaj^. oontaiiiing auin iiici-^, iii^fu-Mun.H. jiim iii>iiil'iiis. ;is 
the ludguent- aiuLmlitai'y akilj in ihi* wmtiF^ ei>ab'«"i rn^in ra 

•itt.. . l^oTsd br tiie eaiTieit solicitationB of Washington. Congreaa 
ttie same time took the subicct into consideration. Their 
debates finally terminated in tne appointment of a commiUea of 
five members of their bouy. who were mstmcted to repaw to the 
camp at Valley Forge, and inveaiea with ampjo powers to confer 
with the Commaiider, and digest in concert with bim such a 
■yittiin as woold correct extsting abases,' lead to aulutar}' reforms, 
and put the army on the footing he desired. When the cnminiltee 
arrived in camp, he laid before them a memoir, drawn up with 
groat care, representing in detail the dcfocls of previous arrange- 
ments, and eontaifiiiig an outline of a new and improved system. 
The committee continued In camp three months, and. then re- 
tained to Congress and presented a report, which was in the 
man adopted. 

On ou point, hemrei, iriiiah Washington eonudered not 
men cqoitahle In itsdf, than euential to tiie contiwunoe of an 
fimf, there m« great (USeraiee of opinion among die membats 
9f Congras. Stberto there had been no prortsion made for Ibe 
officera aftec the war ihonid end, and no other inducement offered 
to tbem than their aenmum wagee while in aotnal aerriee. 
HomeRMiB complatnta and reNgnaliona convinced WaahingtoOi 
that this motive, even wien strengthened by anbitijin audi 
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patriotism, was not euaugli. He proposed balf-pny for life, nller 
the close of tlie war, or some other pcnaanent provuion. 

"If my opinion be usked," said he in a letter to Congress, 
"with respect to the necessity ol' malting this provision for the 
officers, I um renily to docl&ic, that I do most rcligionsly believe 
the salvation pi' the cause depencta upon it, and, without It, your 
officers will moulder to nothing, or be composed of low and il- 
literate men, void of capacity for tlus or any other bueiacsa. To 
prove this, I can n-itb truth aver, tbiit scarce a day passes without 
the oBer of twu or three comtniasions; and my advices from the 
eastward end southward are, that numbers who had gone hotne 
on furluugh mean mil tti return, but are estabiiithing themaelves 
in more [acrativc omployments. Let Congress determine what 
will be the consequence of this spiril. 

'Fersanally, as an officer, I have no interest in their decision, 
because I have declared, and I now repeat it, that I never will 
rscL'ivu the amallcBt benefit from the half-pay Mlnhlishment; but, 
as a man who fights under the weight of proscription, and as a 
citiKCn, who wishes tn see the liberty of his country established 
upon a pernianGnt foundation, and whose propcily depends upon 
the success of our arms, I am deeply iatercstcd. But, all this 
apart, and justice out of the question, upon the siugle ground of 
economy and .public saving, I will malntaiu the utility of it; far I 
have not the least doubt, that, until otfioors consider their com- 
missions in nn honorable and interested point of view, and are 
afraid to endanger them by negligence and inattention, no order, 
regularity, or care, either of the men or public property, will 
prevail." 

These representations, so judicious and forcible, conid not 
fail to have some inlluence even on the minda of thoM, wiiu were 
the moat decided in their hostility to the measure. But they did 
not produce entire conviction, and the subject met with difficulties 
and delays. One party thonght, or professed to think, that 
Congress had no power to act in such a matter, and uroiiiAsiiii to 
refer it to the Slate legislatures; another was haunted wiih the 
fear of a standing army, & privileged class, and a pension list; and 
another could see no difference between the sacririees oi ine 
officers, in defending their country, and of private citizens, whose 
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proper^ waa plundered, ranged, and deatroyod hj the eoemjr. 
After maeb disoDBaion, the plan of half-pajr tat life ma carried, 
bat so small a majority that the vote was MOOiuddered, and a 
compromise was eSected. By the oltunate decision , the oIGeera 
were to receive half-pay for tha term oE aeran years, and a 
gratuity of eighty dollars was to be given to each non-commiB- 
Bioned officer and eoldier, who ahonld continnein the serrice to 
the end of the war. 

While this sabject was under discnssion, Washington saw 
with deep concern the jealonsy .of the army, which was manifeBted 
in CongresB, and its unhappy influence on their deliberations. In 
other countries tbia prejudice exists against standing armies only 
in times of peace, and this because the troops are a distinct body 
from the dtizens, having few interests in common with them, and 
littte Other means of enpport than what flows from their milUaiy 
employments But 'it a mar poUcy," ssjd he, *to be prejudiced 
agunst them in lime of war, though they are dtizens-, having all 
tho ties and interests of citizens, and in most cases property 
totally unconnected with the military line," So facavtly did this 
subject weigh upon biB mind, that he unburdened himself freely 
in a letter to a member of Congress, and need all his endeavors 
to promote harmony, union, and a national feeling among those 
on whom the safety of tho republic depended, whether acting in a 
civil or military capacity. 

'If WB would pursue a right system of policy," he observed, 
"in my opinion, there shonld be none of these distinctions. We 
should all. Congress and army, be considered as one people, 
embarlced in one cause, in one interest; acting on the same 
piind{^^;^^;to<t^!.same end. The distinction, tho jealousies 
i^^-^^^m|mHa'fOlily incuitioaaly let out, can answer not a 
^MtggffnijHi^ftni They are impolifio in the extreme. Among 
iaamduals the most certain way to make a man your enemy is to 
tell him you ealcem him such. So with pablie bodies; and the 
very jenlouay, whicb tliu narrow poUtica of Bonlo may aSect to 
eDl«rt^ii of the army , in order to a due subordination to the 
supreme civil authority, is a likely means to produce a contrary 
ei^|^;,to indioe it to the puTBidt of those measures, which thqr. 
may wish it to svoid. It is myost, beouse no aider of men in - 
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the Thirteen States has pud a more sacred regard to the pro- 
ceedings of Congress thna ttie armj; for witboat arrogance or tbe 
smallest deriation from truth it mny be said, that no history now 
estant can fumlsb an instimce of an army's auficring aucb uncom- 
mon bardahips as oora has dnnc, and bearing them with the same 
patience and fortitude. To sec men, without clothes to cover 
tbeir nakedness, without bUnkota to lie on, without shoes (for the 
want of which their murcbas might be traced hj the blnod from 
their feet), and almost as often without provisions as with them, 
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diacipiine, odq constantly eiposed to extraordinary privaliona and 
distrCflSPH, it may truly be Biiid, that no commander ever bad a 
more difficult task to perfurm in diaehurging the duties of his 
station; and this in addition to Ibc labor and responsibility of 
saggestiug to Congress tlie important meaaures, which they were 
to adopt in regard to military affairs, the vexation of seeing hie 
plans thwarted by prejudice and party dissensions, and t!ie anxiety 
he never ceoaed. to leqj on account of the divided counsels, apathy, 
antipathies, and local predilectiona, which were manifealcd both in 
Congress and in the State legialalureB. 

About the middle of Aprii arrived in New York a draft of 
what were called Lord North's CancUiatorij Bills, containing a new 
project, by him submitted to Parliament, for settling the differ- 
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enccB between Great Britain and tlieUniied States. TUis movement 
was prompted by tbe upprchertsioD, that France would soon ac- 
knowledge the independence of Ibc Jatter, and join in the war 
againat England. Governor Trj'on, to whom the drali ol' tho biU» 
was sent, bad it immediately reprinted in Now York, and took 
measures to disperse copies of it as oxlensively us posaible in the ■ 
country, whitli, fae Said, was done in obadienca lu "bis MajeBty'B 
command." Copies were enclosed by bim to General Washington, 
with a polite re<]uest tbat be would aid in circulating Ibem, "that 
the people at large might be ncquainled with the kvorable 
dlBposidon of Great Britain towards the AmericHn colonies." 
Washington sent theni to Congress. 

As to the tenor of ihe bills, it is enough to aay, that the . 
terms held out were such aa would undoubtedly have been 
accepted in the first singes uf the Coiitrovorsy. Important 
changes had since occurred. The Americans bud declared them- 
selves an independent nation. They bad shed their blood, 
expended their means, and endured ihe miseriea of a three years' 
war, in defence of tbe rights they claimed, nod the character they 
had asauracd. It wna no part of the Britiah ministry's pbin to 
treat with tbe American States as an independent power. They 
were to gu back to their okl rondition as colonies, be favored 
with certain privilegea, and, relieved from tbe burden of aelt- 
government, to trust their liberties again to the parental guard- 
ianahip of tbe mother country. Till the remembrance of the past 
should be obliterated, these proQera were not likely to gain the 
confidence or change tho sentiments of those. w!io had taken tho 
lead in opposition alter a thorough knowledge of the cauaes, iind 
of tbe grounds on which they stood, and who bad already risked 
much and labored hard to secure the politica} existence ami 
prosperity of their country, by eslabiiahiug them on the firm b^sis 

Yet it waa feared there were sonic, who, wgary of the war, 
or diflheartcnod at the prospect uf its continuance, might be 
soothed with tbe voice of coDcilialion, and ihua bccoma cold sup- 
porters of the popular iiause, if not dci^ided advocates for peace 
on the terms proposed. To prevent tbia CDnsequence, as fur as 
the weight of his judgment would go, Waahinglon espreaaed bis 
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own oyinioiifl in very decided language to a member ai' Congrc'ss 
onlj- two days after he learned the contents ol' the concilialoiy 
bills. "Nothing short of indopendfloce, it appears to me, can 
possibly do. A peate ou other tenns would, il' I may be allowed 
the cxpreaMion, bo a peace of war. The injuries we have receiveil 
from the British nation were so unproTokcd, and haTC been so 
great nod so many, that they con novcr be forgotten. Besides 
the feuds, the jealousies, the auimositics, that would ever attend 
a union with them; besides the importance, the advantages, which 
we should derive from an unrestricted commerce; our fidelity as a 
people, our gratitude, our character as men, are opposed to a 
coalition with them as subjects , but iii ease of the last eitremity. 
^Vere vre enaily to accede to terms of dependence, no nation, 
upon future occasions, let the oppressions of Britain be ever ao 
flngraot and unjust, would interpose for our relief; or, at most, 
they would do it with a cautious reluctance, and upon conditions 
most probably that would be hard, if not dishonorable to ua." 
Fortunately, the subject appeared in the same light to CongTesa. 
As soon ns the drafts of Lord North's bills were received, they 
were referred lo a committee; upon whose report a sEiort disl^us. 
sion ensued; and it was unaniniously resolved, that the terms 
offered were totally inadequate, and that no advances on the part 
of the British government for a peace woulil be met, luilesa, as u 
preliminary step, they oither withdrew their armies and fleets, or 
acknowledged unequivocally the independence of the United Slates. 
At the same time the bills were published in connexion with the 
proceedings uf Congress, and circulated throughout the countrj-. 

The thrte commiesiunerB, Lord Carlisle, Governor Johnetone, 
and William Eden, sent over from England to ricgotiate the 
business oE conciliation, did not arrii-e lu Philadelphia till six 
weeks after the drafts of the bills were published by Governor 
Tryon. Two of the commiBsioners , Johnstone and Eden, ijero 
the bearers of private letters of introd action to General Washington 
from bis friends in England, »nd also of many other letters to 
gentlemen of high political standing. To all appearance the olive 
branch was fairly held out. The secretary to the coromisBion 
was Dr. Ferguson, the celebrated professor of moral philosophy in 
Edinburgh. On the first landing uf the coiuniissioners , they 



despBtcuca their letters tn uiifihinfrton b camp, nnu rcnucaLcd a 
paBsport for i^r. Ferj;uBon lo jjo to lorktown, whcri: Congreas 
was tlitn hiiiiiii!, jiiiii TivoBiiiit m Tii'rson kic: iiiipijra they had. 
brouglit. This mattpv boin^ wholly of a civil nntiire. he did rtft. 
thmk uimscii niittLorizeu lo give aucti a nassport. without vBi 
direcnon of CongresB . and bs forwarded to them the appbcatufih 
IropRtient st'the delay, or feanug a positive refhsRl fiom Oongisa^ 
to recetrai^lhe papen. the Qommiuionera 'Unmediatdl; y^iUMfi- 
Uirdagli ' the lunal medinm of a flag- to the FrMident.- . 33iB 
reeepbon thej met viih may be imagined from tha manner m 
wlitcb Lord North's bills had been disposed ol The door to any 
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CHAPTER XXriL 



Meantime an important evunt occurred, which difEused 
iiniYerBBi joy in America. The King of France recognised the 
independence of the United States in a formal treaty of amity and 
commerce, and in a treaty of defensive alliance, bolb signed in 
Paris on the Slh of Febniaij', by M, Giirard on the part of France, 
and by the AAerican commisBionera, Franklin, Deane, aud Lee. 
It iraa of course expected, that tbii procedure would bring on a 
irar between England and France, and the p»ties mntually agreed 
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rot to Iny clown Ihi-ir arma till tlie i ii J c pendente of the United 
Statea oliould bo naBured by a, treaty at the tcrminntion of the wtir. 
The meneenger, who brought the news of this ainpicious event, 
and who was likowise the bearer of the treaties, Brrived in York- 
town on the 2d of May, 17 7 8, ten days atter Congress had paaaed 
their resolves respecting Lord North's bills. This laslfnpt is worthy 
of remark, as it shows that the transnetions in France, being then 
unknown, had ni> inHuenCR in producing those resolves. The 
(reatiea were immediutely ratified by Congress. 

The army participated in the rejoicinga everywhere inantfesl- 
cd on this ocraslon. A day was set apart for a public celebration 
in camp. It began id the morning with religious services, and 
a diacuursc to eacb of (he brigades by one of its chaplains. Tlion 
followed military parades, marchings, and Rringg of cannon and 
musketry, according to a plan announced in the general nrdcra. 
Thu appearance was brilliant and (he effeel imposing. The whole 
ceremony was Conducted with perfect regularity, and was closed 
with an entertainment, patriotic toanta, music, and other de- 
raonslrationa of joy. 

The British kept possession of Philadelphia through the 
winter and the spring following; and, although Washington's 
camp was witbin twenty miles of tho city, yet no enlerprisu was 
undortaken to moleat him in his quarters. Foraging parties went 
out and committed depredations upon the inhabitants; but they 
were watcbed by the Americana, who aometimea met them ia 
fierce and bloody rencounters. 'When it was tofii to Dr. Franklin 
inTaria, that General Howe had luki^n Philadelphia, he sagacious- 
ly rt^plied; "Siiy rather, that Pbihidelphia has taken General 
Howe." Thin prediction, if such it may be called, was verified 
in the end. The eontjnest gained at the expense of a campaigti, 
and with a considerajjlo loaa of men, actually availed nothing. 
I'liiladelphia, fortified on the land aide guarded by a formi- 
dable fleet in the river, afforded to the British army a rosting-placo 
for (Sgbl months. This was the whole fruit of the bloodshed and 
victory. New York would have afforded the aame, without the 
trouble of a campaign, and at much leas Cost 

The number of troops for the Continental army, occordiDg 
to tlie new establishment agreed upon by the committee of Gon- 
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gresh ax Vulley Forge, wae to be ubout forty tbouaand beaidet 
nrtillery .mil liorso. Whan ii cniincil of war wus called, on the 
8th of May, to consiiliir what nieasurea should be aiiopled for fu- 
ture apcmtions, it was founi], tbiLt the army, iucluding the dclaoh- 
ments an the North Kivcr and at other plncce, <lid not then ex- 
ceed lifteen thounanil men , nor waa it auppaeed Ihut it could soon 
be raised higher than twenty thoassind eScctivo men. Tbo numhpr 
at Valley Forge web efeveo thonaiini! eight hnndred. The British 
army-in New York imd Philadelphia, as ainee KBCortained from 
tiie adjutant's returns, amonQted to nearly thirty thouBiind, of 
which number nineteen thousand Gvo hundred were in Philaiiel- 
phiii, and ten thousand four hundred in Now York. There were 
besides three thousand seven hundred in Ithode Island; miUting 
the whole British army in the middle iiud eastern States upwards 
of thirty-three thouaand. 

Thtse numbers are much larger than was imagined by tiie 
eouni^il of war. They estimated tho enemy's force in Philadelphia 
at ten thousand, in Now York at four thousand, and in Khode 
Island at two thauBand, beaideB cavalry and ;ulillery. Upon this 
basis the question nas discussed, whether it was enpedient to 
take the geld and act ou the defeosive, or wait till the plans n! 
t^e enemy abuuld become more obvious, and then be guided by 
circumstances. There was great unanimity in tho doeiaion. To 
take the city by storm was impracticable without a lastly snperinr 
force; and equally so to carry it by siege or bloclcadei strongly 
fortified as it was by natnre and artificial works, and by vessels 
oi war. Militia might he called out, but it was uncertain in what 
numbers; and, however numerous, they could not be depended 
on for such an enterprise. In every yiow of the Bubject, there- 
fore, weighty objections presented themselves against any schenie 
of offensive operations. . 

It wns not long btfurc affairs began to put on a new aspect. 
From the intelligence communicated by spies, and from various 
indications, it was Buspectcd, that tho enemy were preparing to 
evacuate Philadelphia. Sir William Howe, weary of a service in 
which he found himself gradually losing the confidence of his 
employers and supplying his enemies with weapons to assail his 
reputation, and thinking his honors deiu'ly bought at auch a price, 
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had nskctl to bi; recaUad, and his request was granted by ihc 
King. He woB aiiteeeded, in tlie command ol' his Majesty's lori'PS 
in America, liy Sir Henry Clintoc, who had haeo mado knight of 
the order of the Bath during the past year. The trcatioa betncen 
France and flie United States were regarded by tlie court of Great 
Britain as a dei'laration ul' wur on the part of Franl^e, and caused 
a change in ibc plans of tlic miniBtrj for conducting the contest 
in Amerieo. It was resolved to make a sudden descent upon 
some of the French poaaeaaions in the Woat Indies. To aid in 
exeeutiug tills project, Sir Henry Clinton wns ordered to send 
live thouaaud men li'om his army; and also llirte thousand more 
TO Florida; and to withdraw the remainder to New York. An- 
other reason for this last movement wivs the probability, that a 
Preniih fleet would soon appear at the month of the Delaware, 
and tbus blockade the shipping in that river, and put in jeopardy 
the army, 'liniinislied aa it would be by the depnrliire of the above 
doini^hmcnl!!. 

Sir Iloury Clinton tirst intended to proceed by water with 
Ilia whole army to New York; but this was found tmpracticiibla 
Ibr want of transports. He therefore Bhlpped his cavalrj-, part of 
the German troops, the Amenean loyalists, his proriaion train and 
heavy baggage, on board aiich vensols as wery in the river, and 
prepared to march through New Jersey with the main body of 

While these preparations were making with as much secrecy 
as poasiblc by the Briliah commander, Waahiogton sent out from 
VaJley Forge u detachment of two thousand men onder the Mar- 
quis de Lafayette, the object of which was to cover the country 
between the Delaware and Schuylkill, to interrupt tho com- 
□lunicAtion with Philadelphia, to obstruct the incursions of the 
enemy's parties, and gain intelligence of their motions and de- 
signs, Lttl'ayette marched to Barren Hill, and, wbilc stationed 
there, a large part of the British army came out by a forced 
march in the night, with the intention ol attacking him by lur- 
priic, and cutting oS his detachment. Owing to the negligence, 
disdbedience, or treachery of a picket guard, Lafayette was nearly 
surrounded by the enemy before he was informed of "their ap- 
proach; but, by a very akiUiil monieuvrc, qnickly conceived and 
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performed in a mastprly manner, he guned a ford and drew 
off hiB whole dutochmcnt across the Scbuylkill, irith the loea 
of onl/ nine men killed and taken. The enemy retreated to 
PhiladelphU. 

To obstruct the progress ol the British troops, in case the/ 
should take tlie route over land to New York, General Maxwell 
mu ordered to cross the Delaware with a brigade, and to act in 
concert with General Dickinson, who commanded ilie New Jeree/ 
■niUtia. It being more and more evident, that Sir Hem? Clinton 
was propariog to move by land, the opinion of the general officers 
was required, as to the operations iti consequence of that event. 
The priodpnl point to be considered wag, whether the army 
should pursue the llritish, fall upon their roar, and bring on an 
engagement OpinionB were Tarioufl; but nearlj- all the officers 
were opposed to iin attni-k, on account of the auperiority of the 

changed, and bad recently joined the army, argued vehemently 
gainst Bach a step. Some of the officers agreed with him; 
others, who were unwilling to advise a general action, thought 
that the enemjr should at any rate be harassed in their march, 
and that an engagement, tbongh not to be sooght, should not be 
avoided if taroumst^cea rendered it expedient. 

The news of die eva)»ialion of Fbiladelphia, whkh took 
place in the monung of die 18th of June, waa recced wliile the 
anbject was still under discusuon. General Arnold, who had not 
7et entirely recovered from the wound he received at Saratoga, 
was ordered to march with a small detachment into the ci^, and 
to retain the command there. General Lee and General Wayne, 
each at the head oI a division, took the road to Coryell's Ferry, 
with orders to halt on the first strong ground after passing the 
river. Washington followed, and in six days the whole army bad 
crossed the Delaware, and arrived at Hopewell, five miles from 
Princeton. Detachments in the mean time had been sent to 
impede the caomy's march. Morgan's corps of six hundred men 
was ordered to gain their right llank, Maxwell's brigade to hang 
on their left, and General Scott, with fifteen hundred chosen 
troops, tb their lefti flank and lear. To these were jtnn- 
«d 'the New Jersey nulitia under General Dickinioo, and ^ 



Digilized by CoOgle 



205 — 

party of volunleprB from PKiinBylvania commanded by General 
Cadwalader. 

After the British had croMcd the rcrer and landed at GIod- 
ceitQE Praiit, tbej marched bf the my of HaddonGeld and Mount 
Holly, and moved on slowly till tli^ came to CroiairiakB and 
Allen Town. B^ng encnmbered with a long train of wagona and 
bat-lionei, and canHned to a Bingle road, tlieir line extended' 
newd; twelve miles. It was neccBEsry, alio, to atop and build 
bridges orer every Btriiam and the maighy ground, as the bridges 
had all been destroyed by the Americans. These intermptioDS 
retarded their progreBB. Nor waa It till he reached Allen Town, 
that Sir Henry Clinton decided what direction be should take from 
that place. It was his first purpose to proceed to the TWiton, 
and embark bis troops at Brunswic or South Amboy for New 
York. Bat, finding WnshiDgton almost in his front, and deem- 
ing it improdent to baiard a battle while his army was so much 
encumbered, and on such ground as his antagonist might choose, 
he tamed to the right, and took the road leading to Monmouth, 
and Sandy Hook. i ■ '.■ 

At iW itoM WaahEngton'i army had adnuioed to Kingston. 
In a oonnoil of war, convened at Hopewell, the question waa. 
again discussed, as to the mode of attacking the enemy. Sir 
Uenry Clinton's force was supposed to consist of nine or ten 
thousand effective men. The Continental troops under Washing- 
ton amounted to a little over twelve thousand; and there were 
about thirteen hundred militia. General Lee atill pcrnlstcd In tlic 
same sentiments as at first; and, as he was nuw iio>:t in rank to 
the Commander- in-chief, and an officer ol lon)^ experience, his 
opinions and arguments had groat weight in the couneit. He 
seemed averse to any kind of interference with the enemy; bat 
he acceded to a proposal, in which he was joined by five others, 
that fifteen hundred men shoold be sent to hang on their rear. 
Bix general officers, namely, Greene, Lafayette, Steuben, Wayne^ 
Dnportail, and Patoraon, were for sending twenty-five bnndrad 
men, or at leaat two thousand, which should be followed by the 
main amy at euoh « distance as to afford support, if it should be 
necessai;. It was oleariy the wish of tiiese offieers to draw the 
enemy into a general engagement, if it conld he done under 
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favorable circnmatanceB. lodeed Greene, Lafayette, and Wayne 
declared their aeiiliiiioiitB tip tliis SfTeet in writing. 

Thus enibnrmsaed with the divided opinions of his offiecrf, 
Wasbingtnn ha'i a delicate part Id act. There can be no doubt, 
however, that his own judgment slroiigly inclined biai to seek an 
engagement, from the time bo left Vafley Forgo. The reputation 
of the anny, and Clie expectation of the country, in liis vicir re- 
quired it; and be believed the cbanees of suceeBS nt least suffi- 
cient to authorize tbe attempt. After tbe councirat Hopewell, 
therefore, he asked no furtiier advice, hut proceeded on his in- 
dividual reaponaihiliiy. He immediately ordered a detachment of 
one ihoiisnnd men under General Wayne to join llie troops already 
nenr tbe enemy, and gave to General Lafayette the command of 
all the advanced parlies, amounting now to about three thousand 
eight hundred meti, including niilitta. 

In his instructions tii Lafayette he said; 'You are to use 
the moEt eHoetual means for gaining llie encmy'B left Qank, and 
giving every degree of annoyance. For these purpoaes you will 
attack them ns occasion may rcquii'c by detachment, and, if a 
proper opening should be given, by operating against them with 
your whole command." Foreseeing that these orders, eKecuted 
willi the spirit and ardor which charncterizcd Lafayette, would 
soon lead to an action with n large part of tbe enemy'i force, 
Washington prepared to sustain the advanced division, keeping 
within a distance proper for that purpose. 

Geaerat Lee's seniority of rank entitled him to the command 
of all the advanced detachracnts; but, disapproving the planB of 
the Commander-in-chief and believing they would i'ai!, ho vol- 
uQtarily yielded his claims to Lafayette. After this arrangement 
had been made with Washington's consent, and Lafayette had 
Taarched towards the enemy, Lee changeil his mind and applied 
to be reinstated. As Lafayette could not with any degree of 
juslice or propriety be recalled, Washington reaortod to an ex- 
pedient, which be hoped would preserve harmony, although it 
might not be entirely satisfactory to either of the parties. He put 
Lee at the head of two ail<litional brigades, with orders to join 
the advanced dotachraentH, when ho would of course have the 
comioaiid of the whole; but dirprted iiim at the same time to give 
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Lalsiyctle notice gf liia approach, and to Bffnrd him nil tlit: 
siatanco in bis power for proseculing any onterprise, which he 
might already have undcrtnkon or plftnncd. Ho wrote aiso to 
Lafuyeltts, aiplaining the dilemraa intu which he was throvrn by 
the vacillating conduct of General Lcc, and exproseing a oon- 
Tiction that he would cbecrtully acqnieacc in a measure, irliicll 
the exigency of the octoaion renilcred ncteaEarj-. 

While the main army moved forward tu Craiibetry, and ihe 
advanced parties were hovcriog around tiie enemy's danks and 
r«ar, Sir Henry Clintoti changed Ihe dispoaition □/ hia line, giluC' 
ing the baggage train in Irunt, and bis beet troops in the rear. 
^V'itb bie army ihiie arranged, be encampeil in a strong position 
near Momuoutli CourC-Huuse, secured on nearly all sides by 
woods and marshy grounds. XIuh was his situation on the mom- 
iiig of the 2gth ol' June. Wasliiugtun was at this time six or 
seTcn miles distant, and, receiving intelligence at fivo o'clock, 
tliat (he enemy's front bad begun ti> march, lie instantly put Ihe 
army in niotioij, and sent orders to General Lee by one of bit 
aids to move on and commence the attack, "uhIcbs there sbould 
he very powerful reasons to the contrary," acquainting him at 
the same time, that ba should come up as soon hs possible to 
his support. 

After niarching abont five miles, he was surprised and 
mortified to learn, that the whole of Loe'a division, nmounlitig 
to fivfi thousand men, was by bia orders retreiiting, without, hiv- 
ing made any opposition except one (ire from a party, which had 
boen charged by the enemy's cavalry. The situation was the 
more critical and aUrming, as General Loe had given no notice 
of bis retreat, but was marebing his troops ioto the face of (be 
Tear division, thus running the hazard of throwing all parts of 
the army into confusion at the moment when the enemy were 
pressing upon him with unimpeded force.* 
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Wosbiagton rode imnicdiutclj to the rear ol Iba rutrcBtiog 
division, itlicre he found General Lee, ood, nccoBting liiiii with 
a warmth in his Imigiinge and munncr, whitb showed his die- 
appointmcnt and diepleaaure, he orilercd the troops to be formed 
and brought into ai^tian. Lee prumplly obeyed, and with some 
ditficiiltj- tlia order of battle woa restored in time to check tho 
advance of the enemy before the otlier diTision came up. 

A disposition of llie left wing and second line ol the amy 
was then madu on an Gminence, und partly In a wood, covered 
by B moraSB in front. This wing was comniaudcd by Lord Stir- 
ling, who placed some bntteries of cannon in sui'li a manner at to 
play upon the enemy with great effect, and, aided by parties of 
infantrj', to put a stop to their advance in that direction. General 
Greene commanded the right wing, and on the march be had 
been ordered to file oft and lake a road, which would bring him 
upon the enemy's (lank. On hearing nf the retreat he-marched 
up and took a very advantageous position on the right. Being 
warmly opposed in front, the enemy attempted next to turn the 
American left flank, but were repulsed and driven back; and a 
similar movement to tho right was equally unsuccessful, as they 
wern bravely met by the troops with artillery under General 
Greene. In the mean time General Wayne advanced with a body 
of Infantry, and kept up so bot and well-directed a fire upon the 
enemy's front, that they retired behind a marshy ravine to 
the ground which they had occupied at the beginning of the 
engagement. 

In this situation both their flunks were secured by woods 
and morasses, anil tbcy could be approached in front only tbroagb 
a narrow pasH. Two bodioH of troops were ordered to move round 
and gain their right and left, while tho iirtillery should gall lliem 
in front. Before theao movements could bo effected, night cama 
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on nnd put itn cud to the action. Intending to rcacw tbe coDteBt 
ill tlie morning, Washington directed alt the troops to lie upon 
their arms in tho pliices where they happened to bo Btutioncd nt 
dark. \Vruppcd in hie clonic, ho passed Ibc night on the field at 
buttle in tlie tnidst of his soldiers. But, n'lton the morning 
dawned, no enemy ims to be seen. Sir Henry Clinton had 
siknllj withdrawn bis troops Uuring the night, und followed hia 
baggage train on the road leading to Middletown, As ho would 
have gained eommanding ground, where he might choose his own 
position, belbrfi be could be overtaken, and as tbe troops bad 
EunEred excocdiogly from the intenae boat of the weather and 
fiiligiio, it wns not tlionght expedicat U> continue tbe pursuit 

This battle, though it can hardly be said to have resulted 
in a victory, wns neverthelesB honorable to the American arms, 
and, after tlie inanspicious retreat of the lirat division, wns fought 
with skill pad bravery. It wns probably in all rea poets as 
sueoeaaful ns Washington had hoped. Congress passed a unan- 
imous vote of thanks to the Corauinnder and tbe army. 

Four British officers nnd two hundred and forty-firo privates 
weii! lelt dead on the field, and were buried by the Americans. 
It appeared that others were likowiso buried by the enemy, 
making the whole nnmbcr of killed nearly three hundred. Tbe 
American loss was sixty-nine killed. Several soldiers on both 
sides nre said to have died in consequence of the e:ctrcmo heat of 
the day, and It is probable that the number of Americana reported 
as killed dues not include all that died from this cause. 

But the loss of Sir Henry CUnloo in battle made but a 
small part of the dliniimtion of his nrmy while mnrching through 
Jersey. One hundred n-ero taken prisoners, and more than six 
hundred deserters arrived in Philadelphia within three weeks 
from tbe time ha left it, being drawn thither obieHy by the 
attachments they had formed dnring eight months' residence in 
Ibe city. Others also escaped into the country while on the 
march; so that the army, when it reached Kew Tork, had suffered 
a rctluttion of at least twelve hundred men. 

After Ijie action. Sir Henry Clinton proceeded to Sandy 
Hook, where Lord Howe's fleet, having come round from the 
Delaware, was in readiness to convey the troops to New York. 
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Washington morclied to Hudson's River, croBsed at King's Ferry, 
and encamped near White Plains. 

Tbe priiic of General Lee was woundod by the lunguago, 
which Washington uaeii when he !net him retreating. The day 
after the action, Lee wrote a letter to Washington, containing 
expressionB, which no officer could with propriety address lo his 
superior. This was answered id a tone, that r.ithcr tended to 
increase than soothe his irritation, and he replied in terms still 
more offensive. In a subseijnent note, written Ihe same day, be 
requested that his ease might bo referred to a eo 11 rt- martial. He 
waa accordingly put in arreat, under three charges; first, dis- 
obedience of orders iu not attackiag iho enemy, agreeably to 
repeated instmoliona; secondly, misbehavior bel'ore the onumy, 
in making nn unnecessary, disorderly, and shameful retreat; 
thirdly, disrespect to tlie Commander-in-chief in two letlera 
written arter the action. A court-martial was summoned, which 
sat frani time to time for three weeks while the army was on its 
march; and Snally declared their opinion, that General Lee was 
guilty o£ all the charges, and sentenced him to be suspended 
from all command in the imny of the United States for lliu term 
of twelte months. In the written opinion of the court, the second 
chnrge was modified by omitting the word '■ahamcful"; but in all 
other respects the charges were allowed to be sustained by Ihe 
testimony. Congress approved the sentence. General Lee left 
the army, and never joined it again. He died tour years after- 
wards in Philadelphia.* 




Lee ropn^d. "Ai lo King GDorgir, t Am ready CDeUf^h to nbsoKo myioEf Jrom nH 
Allegiance To him. tut I liBve BoniB flcraples aboul the Pilnce of Waled." The 

end even 'WuhEDgioq could not rofmiD from jl imile. Tho foromoay woa of 
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CHAPTER XXir. 



Aitlnl of the Fmuh FMM sndtr Coont d'HrtUs;. — FUuu br ctmAtiai. 
Opuatlooa benreen the Fleet and the Anuricon Army. — Fnilin of in 
Attempt egtiBat the ETi«my at Bhade TalAqd. ~— Canloanmta of tbe Anny 
for tlifl "wrutcr. — Erchingfl af rrisonors, — ronifreaa, — Project ol an Ex- 
pedUloD to Ciniaa. 

Befose tbe army croBsed the Hudsoii, Gleneral WasbingUia 
heard of tho ftrrival of Connt d'Eataing on the coast witb a 
French fleet, conaisfing of twelve ships of the line and four 
frigates. Tbe admiral touched at the Capea of the Delaware, 
where fae wbb informed of tbe evacuation of PhiladelphiB, and, 
•Iter deipstching up riTer one of his frigates, on board of 
which «u M. O&ard, the first minister flmn Fiance' to the United 
State*, he uiled for Bandy Hook. No time was lost hj General 
Waalnngtoii in sanding him a letter o( congratulation, and proposing 
to ooBipmie with him in carrying any plana into execntion, vbich 
might be concerted for attacking tbe enemy. Colonel Laurens, 
OM of hiB aida-de-etunp, nas the bearer oC this letter, to whom 
the Connt was referred for such information as be might wish to 
obtain. When it was known that the fleet had arrived at the 
Hook, Colonel Hamilton, another confidential aid, was sent on 
board accompaued bj four skilful pilots, and instnicled to explain 
the GeneraTs- views fnllj to Connt d*Est«iD^ 

If it shonld be fbund practicaUe for the-Fredch vessels to 
fMB the bar,' and engage the Britvik fleet then at anchor within 
the Hook, it was supposed a rimnltaneWis attack on the land aide 
might be made to advantage; and indeed not without a prospect 
ot verf ibrtmute resnltSt if tbe Trench should be able by a naval 
viotoiy to enter tiie haibar and ascend to the city. Ibcse hopes 
were soon dissipated by tbe nnanimons opinion of the pilots, that 
there waa not snfBcient depth of water to admit Count d'Eataing's 

by aoDH, wbo were scquilnled vltli It, to tUTo > dHpei munlDs Hum *l Bnt 
■ppewed, and lo Indloata a leia ardent asd axed pitrletinn towacdt th« UbIM 
BUttt, ttiaa VBs orm^taDt wttti'tba rank and proltaBlona of the leDDihd olQcar in 
tbt ooanasd of the AmBfam ftncM. 

14* 
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beavy ships over the bar, and by their refasal to take the responii- 

bilitj' ol' atlemptiiig to oonduct thtra through tho cliaonel. 

Thu only eiilerprise, Ihni now lomained, was an attack on 
the enemy a.1 Ehude Island, where six thouBHnd Itritish troops 
YTcre stslIODCtl, chieftj in garrison at Newport, and protected by 
a few small vcBsels, batteries, and strong iiilrcnrhmenla. The 
French gquuitron dcpartt^d for that place, irithont being moleated 
by Lord Howe, whoso force was not Bueh as to encourage him to 
go oat and give Imttle. Anticipating tlie French iidniirars de- 
termination, Washington prcplired to lend ail the aid in his power 
to make it cffectnul. General Bullivnn was already in Providence, 
ut the bctid of a considerable body of Conlinentdl troops; and 
he was ordered to apply to the States o£ Rhode Island , Mas- 
sai^husctts, and Connecticut, Ibr militis enough to augment his 
force to at least five thousand men. A detachment of two 
brigadua marched from the main army under Lafayette, who was 
followed by General Greene. The' events of this expedition do 
not fall within the limits of the present nnrrfttive. Various caasei 
contrihnted to its failure, by defeating the combined action of 
the land and naval forces. Count d'Eataing's fleet, udev leaving 
Newport, woB BO miieh crippled by a tromendouB slomi, and a 
partial engagement nl acii, that he put in to the Inirbor tit Boston 
to refit, where he remained till November. 

The diflagrcemenla , which unhappily exiBtcd between the 
American and French officers at Rhode Tsland, gave the deepest 
concern to Woshington. la a letter to Lafayette, -who had 
commnaicated the particulars, he lamented it as a misfortnne, 
whi(^ might end !n a serious injury to the public interest; and 
he endeavored to assuage the rising animoBity of the parties by 
counsels equally credit-iblc te his fcellngB ns a man and lo his 
patriotism. 

To Count d'Eslaing lie wrote in language not leas delicate 
and conciliatory, nor less fitted to remove unfavorubje impressions. 

In compliance with the order from the miniBtr)- given early 
in the seasoQ, Sir Ileory Clinton detached five thousand men to 
the West Indies and three thousand to Flonda; but there was 
mach delay in fitting oat these expeditions, and the troops did 
not actually sail till near the end of October. Lard Howe's fleet 
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in the moan time hud been reinfarDed by a aquadrou frum Europe, 
Ag neither the orders nor the pinna ol' the British geoBral were 
known, it was conjectured that be might have in view a Htrokc 
upon Count d'Estulug's tluot in Eoston hurbor, and perhaps ao 
attack npon thnt town. It ia probable, also, that Genera! Clinton 
gave a currency to runiorn of this sort, for the purpose of di- 
verting the attention of the Americans from his real objects. A 
report gained credit, believed lo have come from good authority, 
that New York wus to be evacuated. Washingtou Buspi^cted the 
truB origin of this rumor, and could not persuade himself that an 
eastern eipedition was intended; yet the public impression and 
the conviction of some of his officers were so strong, as to its 
reality, that he took measures to guard against it. 

He established hta ht!ad-quarti>ra at Fredericksburg, thirty 
miles from West Point, near Ibc borderi of Connecticut, and 
sent forward a diviaion under General Gates to Unnbury. The 
ruads were repaired as far as Hartford, lo fscilitalu the march 
of the troops, and three brigades were despatched to that place. 
General Gates went to Boston, and look commaud of the eaatmi 
department, as succCiisor to General Heath. These operations 
kept the army employed on the east aide of the Hudson more 
than four months, till it wag finally asceriained that the enemy 
had no deaigus in that direi^tion. 

Sir Henry Clinton took care lo profit by Ihis diversion of 
the American army. Foraging parties passed over lo New Jersey, 
aud ravaged the couutry. One of these parties attacked Baylor's 
ilragoons in the nighl, at a abort distance IVom Tappan, rushing 
upon them with the bayonet, and conimitiing Indiscriminate 
alaughler. A similiar assault was made upon Pulaski's legion 
at Egg Harbor. Both thuse adventures were attended with such 
acts of cruelty on the part of the eacmy, as are seldom practised 
in civiliEed warfare. And they wore not leas impolitic than cruel, 
beicig regarded with universal Indignation and horror by the 
people, and exciting a spirit of hatred and revenge, which would 
neeoaaarlly react in one form or another Upon their foes. In fact 
this point of policy was strangely miaundcrstoad by the British, 
or more strangely perverted, at every stage of the contest. They 
had many friends in the country, whom it was their interest to 
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retun, and they profoaeod a desire to conciliate othore; yet thcj 
bomed nnd destraycd town^, villngcB, and detached fiinn-liouBeB, 
plundered tlio inhabitants withauC diatinctian, und brought down the 
Bavngefi with the tomohawk and scalp ing-ltaifo upon the dofenoeleaa 
frontier settlementH, marking their course in every direction with 
murder, deaolation. and ruin. The ministry approved and encouraged 
these atrocities, flOiCtering tliemselves that the people would sink 
under their suCferings, bewail their unhappy condition, become 
tired of the war, and compel their }cn.dGrs to seek an nccom- 
modation. The effect was directly the contrary in every instance. 
The people knew their rights, and had the common feelings of 
humanity; and, when the former were wantonly invaded and the 
latter outraged, it was natural tliat their paasiona should be 
inflamed, and that they who were mt first pacifically inclined 
should be roused to resistance and retaliation. If the British 
cabinet had aimed to defeat its own objects, and to consolidate 
the American people into a united phalanx of opposition, it eoald 
not have chosen or pursued more cEFcctual methods. 

The campaign being cloeed. General Washington prepared 
to put the army into winter qiiarterB. Nine brigades were 
stationed on the west side of lludeon's liivcr, exclusive of the 
garrison at West Point. Ouo of these was near Smith's Clove, 
where it could serve as a reinl'orcement to West Point, should 
this be necessary; one at Elizabelhlown; and the other seven at 
Middlebrook, which place was likewiae seleclod for head-quarters. 
Six brigades were cantoned on the east side of the Hudson and 
at West Point aa follows; one at West Point, two ul the Con- 
tinental Village, a post between Fiahkill and West Point, and 
three in the vicinity of Danbury in Connecticut. The artillery 
was at Pluckemin. A line of cantonments was tbiia formed 
around New York from Long Island Sound to the Delaware, bo 
disposed as to afford security to the country, and to reinforce each 
Other in case of an OKcursion of the enemy to any particular 
point, The other important objects intended by this diapoailion 
were the comfort, discipline, and easy subsistence of the troops. 
General Putnam commanded at Danbury, and General M'Dougall in 
the Higbiands. In the expectation that the British detachments, 
which sailed from Now York, might ucl in the winter against 
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Sonth Carolina aud Georgia, General Lincoln was acnt by order 
of CongresB to take the command of the aoalherji department. 

The four regiments of cHTalry were widely Heparntcdi one 
being at Winchester in Virginia, another at Vredi'rin In Mnrvland, 
a (bird at Lancaster in Pennsylvania, and a fourth at Durham in 
Connecticut. Tliese cantonments were choBcn apparently with a 
view to the convenience of procuring fnrage. 

The exchange of prisoners continaod to bo a troubleaomo 
and perplexing subject. Arrangements had been made with Sir 
William Howe, before he left Philadelphia, by which exclianges 
lo a certain extent had been elToctcd. Hut now difficulties aroso 
in regard to what were called the Convention Troops. Although 
Congress had ratified the convention of Saratoga, yet for various 
reiisonfl they did not permir Burgoyne's army to embark for 
Kurope according to the terms of that convention. ^Vaabington 
had no concern with this affair, except to ctocute the orders o£ 
Congress. These troops being thus retained in the country, it 
was finnlly agreed, on the part of the British commander, that 
tbey should be exchanged for American prisoners in his bands. 
But the conditions prescribed by Congress were such, that it was 
ft long time bcforo the object was attained. They proposed that 
officers of equal rank should first be CJtchanged; next, superior 
officers tor an equivalent number of inferior; and if, after all the 
officers of the enemy should bo esebanged, there should still bo 
a surplus of American officers among the prisoners, they were 
to bo exchanged for an equivalent number of privates of the 
convention troops. 

This principle was objected to by Sir Henry Clinton on two 
grounds; first, it Bcparated the officers from the corps to which 
they were attached; and, secondly, it gave an advantnge to tbo 
Americans, inasmuch us their officers could go immediately into 
active service, whereas the British officers must remain idle till 
the privates constituting the corps to which Ihey belonged should 
be released. Congress did not choose to relax from their resolves, 
and the business of oxcliange was a perpetual source of vexation. 
In short, the interests of the two parties were so much at variance, 
that it was not easy to reconcile tbem. The difficulty o£ pro- 
curing soldiers in Europe, and the great expense of bringing them 
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over and maintaintng thorn, rendered every man of vastly more 
importance to thi^ British iirmy, thin in the Anicrii-an riinkK, 
which coald be filled up with mililia wlicn the occasion required. 
Hence the Ilritisit general waa nlwuyg extremely solicitous lo 
procure tiio exchange of bia priinte soldiers, and Congress equally 
averse to gratifying faim in tliis point. Thuro was nnotbcr reason, 
which operated with conaiderable weight on both sides. The 
Britieb prieoners were mostly German troops, who bad no affection 
for tbc cause in which thoy were engaged, and who, while in the 
country under a looso system of military discipline, had many 
facilities and temptations to desert. 

There was anolber cause of an-ilety in tha breast of Wasb- 
ington, which began now to be felt more seriously than at any 
former period of the war. The men of talents .ind inilueticc, who 
had taken the lead and combined their strength in raiaiag the 
standard of independence, had graduidly withdrawn from Oon- 
gresa, till tbat body was left imnll in [lumber, and oomparatively 
feeble in counsels and resource. For tbo year past, the number 
of delegates present bad seldom averaged over thirty, and some- 
limes it was under twenty-five. Wbotc States were frequently 
unreprcaontod ; and indeed it was seldom, that every SIntc was 
so fiilly represented as to entitle it to a vote. And at no lime 
were private jealouaios and parly fonda more rife or mischiovouB 
in their effects. These symptoms were alarming to every true 
friend of his country, who reflected on their tendency, and they 
filled the mind of Washington with deep concern. To those, 
in whom he had ronftdence, he laid open bia fears, and endeavored 
to awnten a sense of the public danger. 

Tho conqticHt o( Cimada wna always a favorite project with 
Congress; and at this time, when the British forces were divided 
by being employed against the French in the West Indies, it was 
thought tbat a good opportunity offered itself for turning the arms 
of the United Slates against tbat province. Alter the termination 
of tho aBair at Long Island, tbe Marquis de Lafayette went to 
Philadelphia, and obtained a furlough from Congress, with the 
intention of returning to France on a short visit. In concert with 
him a plan was formed of an attack on Canada, which was to bo 
tbe principal object of the ensuing campaign, end the basis of 
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which was a cooperation willi a Freiicli fleet and army. Liiihyelle 
was to hare full instnictioDS for arranging the matter with the 
court of VeranillcH, aided by (lie counaet and support of Dr. 
Franklio, then the American plenipotentiary in Prance. 

The plnn wkb on a very large scale. Attacks were to be 
made by the Americnn army at three points far distant hom each 
other, namely, Detroit, Niagara, and by way ot the Connecticut 
Uiver; while a Fronoh Heet aliould ascend the St- Lawrence, with 
four or five thousand tioopa, and aft against Quebec. The acherae 
was discusBed, matured, and approTed wilh much unanimity in 
Congress, and then sent to Washington with the request that he 
wouli] coininunicBto hia sentiments. He replied in a long despatch, 
entering minutely into the subject, and showing that the plan was 
impracticable; that it required resources in troops and money, 
which were not to be had; tliat it would involve Congress in 
engagements to their ally, which it would be impossible to fulfil; 
and that it was in itself Bo extensive und complicated, as lu hold 
out no reasonable hope of succeas, even with all the requisite 

Snch was his opinion in a military view. But the subject 
presented ilseif to him in another aapect, in which ho thought it 
deserved special consideration. Canada Ibnnerly belonged to 
France, and had boon acTcred from her in a manner, whicli, if not 
humiliating lo ber pride, contributed nothing to her glory. Would 
she not be eager to recover this lost province? If it should be 
conquered with her aid, would she not claim it at the peace as 
rightfully belonging to lier, and be able to advance plausible 
reasons for such a demand? Woald not the uccjuisitioii itself 
hold ont n strong temptation? The territory abomidcd in 
supplies ibr the use of her Islands, it opened a wide field of 
commerce with the Indian nations, it would give her the command 
of posts on this continent independent of the prncorioua good 
will of an ally, it would put !icr in a condition to engross the 
■whole trade of Newfoundland, and above all, it would afford her 
facilities lor awing and contrDlling tlie United States, "the natural 
and most lormidabio xiyol of every maritime power in Europe." 
He added, 'France, acknowleciged for some time post the most 
powerful monarchy jn Europe by land, abie now to dispute the 
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empire oi the Boa with Groat Britain, and, if joined with Spain, 
I may say, certainly superior, possessed of Now Orleans on our 
right, Canada on our left, and seeonded by the numerous Iribca 
of Indians in our rear from one CKlrcmity to tho other, a people 
BO geoerally fricndiy to her, and wliom she knows so well how to 
coociliatc, would, it is much to be apprehended, have it in her 
power to give law to these Statea." 

These aentiments, be Boid, did not grow out of any distrust 
of the good faith of France in the alliance ebo bad formed. On 
the contrary, he was willing to entertain and elierisli the most 
favorable imprcEBiona, in regard to her motives and aims. "But," 
be added again, "it is a maxim founiled on the universal ex- 
perii^nee of mankind, that no nation is to be trusted further than 
it ia bound by its interest; and no prudent atatcaman or politieisn 
will venture to depart from it. In our circum stances we ought 
to be particularly cautious; ior we have not yet attained sufticieat 
vigor and maturity to recover from the shock of any faUo step, 
into which we may unwarily fall. If France should even engage 
in tho scheme, in the first instance, with the purest intentions, 
there Is the greatest danger, that, in the progress of the business, 
invited to it by cireumstances , and perhaps urged on by the 
solicitations and wishes of the Cauadians, she would alter her 
views." Id short, allowing all his apprehensions to be unfounded, 
he wns still reluctant to multiply nittional obligations, or to give 
to uny foreign power claims of merit [or aervioos performed beyond 
what wns absolutely iniiiapensable. 

The observations and reasonings of the Commander-in- 
chief were so fur operative on Congress, as to induce them at 
onec to narrow llieir schenie, though not entirely to give it up. 
They participated in the general opinion, that the war with 
France would neceaaarily employ the British fleet and troops in 
other parts of the world, and that they would soon evacuate the 
towns on the seacoast of the United States. In this event, they 
thought au expedition against Canada should still be the object 
of the campaign, and that preparations should accordingly be 
made. They requested General Washington to write to l)r. 
Frankliu, and to the Marquis de Lafayette, who was then at 
Boston, ready to depart for Europe, and state to them such 
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detJiiU OS migbt bo laid facforu tho FrcDcli coart, in order tlial 
eventaikl meaaiiroB might be taken for coOperalion in case an 
arDinmcnt should be sent to Qjicbeo from France, Tbo plnn in 
lliiH shape, however, wflB not marc saliafnctory to him, than in 
its originnl form, lie saw no reason for supponing tho Britisb 
would ovacuate the Stntco, nnd he believed a Bj-Btcm of opecationa 
built upon thnt basiB woulil fail. At any rate he was not prepared 
to hazard the responsibility of drawing the Frtncb govuroment 
into a moHBurt^ ao full of uncertainty , aud depending on so many 
eontingiineies. 

The army being now in winter t[unrtcrB, and hia proaenco 
with it not being essential, he suggested the oxpedionoy of a 
personal intarricw Tfith the members of Congreae, in which his 
BEnlimentB could be more fnllj explained than by writing. This 
propusilion wna approved. He arrived in Philadeipbia on the 
24th of December, 1 7 78, and, after sevcrnl discuaaions between 
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iaa'poMe, and nugfat involTe Fmwe in a prbtnutad wtr, i^bnA 
tiie Imst proapeat of kdvantage to beneU HenM iha naolirad 
Id adhere atriolljr to her pledge ia the treaty of alliauae. Bmt, 
allhongh flie Fmich miniaier in America -km iiutmctod not ta 
hald oat enomirageaMut of ool^erstioa in phm of oonqneat, jvb 
ha waa at the Home time directed not. to throw enj obataclea ia 
the way; tbua leaving the United States to decide and act for 
themaclves. Should thoy gain conqneals by their own atrength, 
these might reosonftbly be claimed by them in a treaty of peace, 
without embarrassing the relations between France and England. 



CHAPTER XX\-, 

CcmbruIiMI wlUi ■ Coramltlea at Congissi, and riaiiH for llic uest Campmljn. — 
BnlllniV ExpedlUoD iitiDit tti« Indlna.— The Enemy Qammanu a preditmr 
WarAn. — The Bnmlng of Xnr Bavn, TaMkld, and Ssnnlk. — Btonr 
Pslot itoniud «pd Uku. — Sumiiftil Butsprio igilnal PuiItM Hnflb — 
WMUBgton'B IniwTlmn wlli ibe French Mimliier. — 'Flam propoml for 
EaSpenttlDB wllb Count d'EoUlng. -- Tbe Arpiy goa \oto Wluur Quitten. 
- Tn^preclntlan ot Oit Currenoy, >D<1 tie ERocu. 

Genebal Washinoton remained in Philadelphia about five 
weeks, holding confcrencea with a committee of CoogresB, and 
making arrangementa for the campaign oi 1 7 79. He aaggeated 
three plane, with remarks on the mode of executing them, and the 
probable reanlt of eaoh. The firat plan had in view an attempt 
to drive the enemy from their posta on the aeacoaat; the eeoond, 
an attack on Niagara, mi an ofEenuve poaitiaB in tiwt qowterj 
and, hy the third, it waa propoaed to Wd the amy flotirdy on 
fbB dabnaiTa, except snch operttiona as voold ba nsoeaaary to 
obaitiM the Indiana, who had committed depredations on the 
frontier! dnring the psat year, and who, emboldened by aucccei, 
naight be expected to repeat their ravages. 

After mntore deliberation , and taking into the account the 
athMated atUa of the ootmtiy in ragwd Iwth to peonniaiy r«< 
sonnaa and noppliea ior on amy, it ma docided to adopt Ika 
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tliinl plan as the best suited to circumBUiiccB, the tcaai oxpcnsi've, 
and pDrhaps tho mnat beneficial in its nltimiite eSccW. It wnnM 
alTord an tipportunitj lo retrench the heiivy cfaai^a of the war, 
and to pursue n eyBiem of economy impcriouBly demanded by tho 
financial cmbarra^smenta in which Congress bail become involved, 
and Ihos eniibic them to du something for the reliei' of public 
credit, and for restoring the value of the currency, which was fast 
sinking into disrepute, unsettling prices, and threatening ruin to 
almost every branch of industry. It would also give repiise lo 
the country, an<l, by leaving a larger number ol' tilborers to cul- 
livnte the aoil, contribute lo incrense the supplies so much wanted 
for the comfort of tho people, as well as for the snbaistence of 
the army. 

Having eotnpleled all the tieecssary arrangement a with 
Congress, he returned in hcnii-t]uartcra til Middlebrook. The 
inthnlrj of the Continental army was organiied for the campaign 
in eighty-eight battalions, apportioned to the several States, 
according to the ratio hitherto assumed. There were four 
regiments of cavalry and forty-nine companies of arlillcry. 

The objects of tho campaign not requiring ho large a 
nnmber of men in the field as on former occasions, it ivna intended 
to bestow the more attention upon their discipline and practical 
ekill. Baron Steuben, trained in the wars and under the eye of 
Frederic the Great, had been appointed inspector-general of the 
army the year before. He wrote a system of tactics, which was 
published, adopted, and put in practice. His services were of 
great importnnce.holh as nn experienced officer, and as a successful 
teacher of his system, by which the discipline of the army wns much 
improved, and the discordant eicrcisca an'l evolntions of the troops 
from different Stales were reduced to method and uniformity. 

The winter and Ihc spring passed away without the oc- 
currence of any remarkable event. The British remained within 
their lines at New York, showing no disposition for hazardoue 
adventure!, and apparently making no preparation for any 
important espedition into the country. 

General Washington in the mean time turned his thongbla 
to the fitting out of an expedition against the Indiana. The 
ODnfedcritod Indians of the Six Nations, except the Onoidas and 
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a few of the Molmwks, hiflucnoca by Sir John Johnson and 
British agents from Ciiiiiula, bcM::anie iioetilti to the United LStatcs, 
although at first they prelemleil to a sort of neulrulitj. Joined 
by a band of Tones, and persons uf abandoned principles collected 
from various parts, thej iell upon the frontier settlements, and 
naged the most utul-I and destructive war against the defenceless 
aad unoffending iubabitaats. The maMacrea at Cheny VaUey 
aad Wyoming had filled eveiy bnact vith honor, tnd Immaiu^ 
cried aloud lor vengeance on tb» perpetratora of anch deeds of. 
atrocity. To break up those hordes of banditti, or at all erenta 
to drive them buck and lay naste their territories, waa the object 
of the expedition. 

Four thauaand Contitientiil troops were detached for tha 
purpose, irho were joined by militia from the State of Ne* York 
and independent companies from Pennsylvania. The command 
of the whole was given to General Sullivan. Three thousand men 
TendeKvonsed at Wyoming, where General Sallivan first establishad 
his bead' quarters, and from wbich place he proceeded up Uie 
SoBi^pehaiiaa Siver into tha Indian country. At Ae same time 
G«neml Jamca Clinton adduced with ancrther divi^n kom Om 
Uohawk Birer, by way of'Otsego Lake and the east branch of 
tha Snsqnehauna, and formed a junction with Sullivan near tha 
ibric, where the two main branches of the river unite. The army, 
then amonoting to about five thousand men, inclnding militia, 
marched intoi^e wilderness towards the Indian settlements. It 
was met and opposed by a body of Torips a.nfl Indians, who were 
soon routed and driven back. Thero nitg no other enconntur, 
except slight' skirmishes with small panics. Sullivan pursued a 
aiEOaitailft ronte as far as the (^cnessi:!: River, destroying alt the 
1!illagee|,^^^o<nes, com, and provisions, which fell in hia way. 
Ei;^!'h^^tatiQn was dcacrtad, the Indians iiaving retired with 
^frrfamilies to the neighborhood of Niagara, where they were 
protected and supplied by a British garrison. The purpose of 
the expedltian bring attained, the army letnued its steps domt 
tlie Sasqnehaona, to Wyoming^ and anired Ihoe after an abeenoe 
oE a littie more than two numtba* - 

.i->.t Sir Heni7 Clinton early in tbe spriog ifeot a detachment of 
two tiionsuid Sto hundred men to Tir^nia, commanded by 
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General Matthevfs. Tliey landed at PortBujoutb, sucked the town, 
marched to Suffollc, destroyed a mugazmo of provUionB in that 
pincc, burnt the village and eoreral detached priyate houses, and 
seized large quantities of tobacoo. Many vessels wero likewiae 
captured, olLers were burnt and suok, and mucb plunder was 
taken. With this booty ihey returned to New York. The 
enterprise was executed in conformity with onlers from the 
ministry, who, after the ill success of tbcir commissioners, had 
adopted the poli^-y of a predatory warfare on the seaccasi, with 
the design of destroying the towns, ships, and magazines, con- 
ceiving, DB expressed by Lord George Germain, "that a war o£ 
this sort, carried on with spirit and humanity, would probably 
indnco tbo robollious provinces to return to their allegiance, or at 
least prevent their sending out that swarm of privateers, the 
sucrOBS of whwh bud encouraged them to persevere in their 

Wlien the squadron returned from Virginia, it was immedi' 
ately joined by [otber vessels having on board a large body of 
troops, nil of which sailed up Hudson's River. This expedition 
was conducted by Sir Henry Clinton in person, and b!s first ob- 
ject was to take the posts at Stony Point and Vcrplanck's Pointy 
situate on opposite sides of the Hudson, where the Americans 
had thrown up works to protect King's Ferry, tha main channel 
oE ooromnnication between the eastern and middle States. Should 
circumstances favor so bold an experiment, he intended next to 
endeavor to force his way into the Highlands, make himself 
master of the fortilications and strong passes, and thus secure the 
command of the Hudson. 

Being informed of the preparations in New York, and 
penetrating the desigus of the British commander, Washington 
Wttg at band in time to prevent the e-xocution of the second part 
oE the scheme. By rapiil marches be drew his troops from their 
cantonments in New Jersey, and placed them in sucli positions as 
to discourage Sir Henry Clinton from attempting any thing furllier, 
than the capture of the two posts above mentioned, which were in 
no condition to resist a formidable Heet and an army of more than 
six thousand men. After this event, wbicli happened on the 1st 
of June, Clinton withdrew his forces down the river, and at length 
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to New York, leaving a strony; garrison at each of the poBlB, with 
otdcrB to extend and complete tlie works begun by tlic Amcri- 
caas; and also directing such a numbur of armed vessclB and 
boats to remain there, S8 would be neceeaary to fiumieb aoppliea 
and coDtribate to their defence. 

Gietieral WaabiDgtOD removed hia bead-qnartert to New 
WindMF, a fen milea above Wejit Point, diafaribatiiig hia umj 
diieflf in near tfae Higbkods, bnt atatioiiiDg b force on ^uh 
ddfl of tbe liYer below, -niffident to eheck anjr Bixlden inearsion 
ol tbe enemy. 

The ayatem of devaatation and plunder was vigorously 
pareoed. About the beginning of July a detachment of two 
thousand si^ hundred men, under Grovernor Iryon, sailed from 
New York into Long Island Sound. They 6ret landed at New 
Haven, plundered the inbaUtants indiscriminately, and burnt tbe 
stores on the wbarlb. This being done, they embarked, and 
landed at Fairfield and Norwalk, which towns were reddbed to 
aabes. Dwelling'honaeR, shops, churches, school-houses, and the 
■hipping in tbe harbon, were destroyed. The soldiers pillaged 
wiAout restraint, committing acta of violeoce, and exbibidng the 
borrors of war in some of thur most revolting forms. It does 
not KpftKt that there were troops, nagaaneB, or public property 
in eiAer of the towns. The waste and diatreas fell on individuals, 
who were'pnrauing tbe ordinal; oecnpations of life. The people 
rallied in self-defence, and a few were killed; but the enemy 
retired to their vessels before the mititia could n°vtnib]e in large 
numbers. 

The British commander hoped that this invaBion oi' Con- 
necticut would draw away tbe American arcny from the Highlands 
to a position where he might bring on an engagement under 
favorable circmn stances. Washington's habitual caution guarded 
him against allawtng such an advantage. On the contrary, while 
the enemy's forces were thus divided, be resolved to attack tbe 
strong poet at Stgny Pcnnt "The neoesaity of dcnog something 
to satisfy the expectations of tbe people and reconcSe them to 
the defbnrive plan, which he was obliged to pnrme, llie value of 
the acqoimtiDii in itself, widi icepect to the men, ortilleiy, and 
^ores, wbidi composed tLe garrison, tbe eSetA it wonid have npon 
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Ibe encccgsiTc opcratioDs oi' the campaigD, and the check it would 
give to the depredations of tho eniimy," were, as he Mid, tbe 
motives whieh prompted liim to tbi^ undertaking, lie recoonoitrcd 
the poBt himself, and instructed Major Henry Lec, nho wai 
stationed near it witli a partj of fnvalry, to gain a]I the informa- 
tion in hia power as to the oondition of the works and tbe Btrcngth 
of the gurriBon. 

Tbi: eiiterprine was intrusted to General Wayne, who com- 
maniicd n body ol' light infantry in advance of the main army, 
where he wob placed to watch tJie movements of tlie enemy, to 
prevent their landing, and to attack separate parties whenever 
opportunities should offer. Having procured all the requisite in- 
fornuition, and determined to moke the nssault, Washington 
commnnieated general inBlructiona to Wayne in writing and 
conversation, leaving tbe rest to the well tried bravery and skill 
of that gallant oOicer. 

The night of the 15th of July was Sued on for the attack. 
After a march of fourteen miles during the afternoon, the party 
arrived within a mile and a half of the enemy at eight o'clock in 
the evening. The works were then reconnoitred by the commander 
and tbe principal officers, and at half past elevea the whole moved 
forward in two columns to the assault. The van of tbe right 
column conaisteil of one hundred and fiily volunteers with unloaded 
muskets and lixcd bayonets, preceded hy twenty picked men to 
remove the abatte and other obstructions. One hundred voIunteerB, 
preceded likewise by twenly inen , composed the van of the left. 
Positive orders were given not to fire, but to rely wholly on the 
bayonet, which orders were faithfully obeyed. A deep moraaa in 
front of tbe enemy's works, and a double row of abatis, retarded 
their progress; but these obstacles were soon overcome by the 
ardor of die troops, and tbe assault began about twenty minutea 
after twelve. From that time they pushed forward in tbe face 
of a tremendous fire oE musketry and of cannon loaded witb 
grapeshat, and both columns met in the centre of the enemy's 
works, each arriving nearly at the same instant. General 
Wayne, who advanced with the right column, received a slight 
ivonnd tn the head, and was supported into the works by his 
aide-de-camp. 
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orders for the late attack. 
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ecssfiil, to rniikn an immediate attempt against 
ViTplanek'9 Point, on tbe opposite side of the river. . For this 
pmposc lie hnil ri'iiueslcd Geiicrnl Wiiyne to forwari) the in- 
telligenee to hcud-quHrt^rB llirnugU the bands urGcocralM'Dougall, 
who cniiimanded at V^'cat Point, and wbo would be in readincaa 
to BDiid down a iletacbniciit by tbe way of Peekakill to attack 
Vcrplanck's Point on the land aide, while it wbb cannonaded 
from Stony Point acroes the river. Ily so mo misunder- 
atnnding, tbe mossPnger neglcuteil to call at West Point, and 
thus several boors were lost before General MUougall received 
the intelligence. To this delay bas been ascribed tlii< failure 
of the undertaking against Vcrpln nek's Point. From the 
letters of General M'^Dougall and other officers written, at 
tbe lime, however, it la evident that the want of borscB 
and conveuienoes for the transportation of artillery was such, 
HS to render it impossible in uny event to arrive at Ver- 
phinck'g Point with lEie adeqitntc means of assuult, before the 
enemy bad assembled a sufficient force to give entire security 
Lo Ibu garrison. 
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VVIieu WaBhingtoD examiiiGd Stony Point after tho capture, 
lie resolved to evncuntc the poet, remove the cannon nnd stores, 
and destroy Ibo works. Being accessible by the enemy's vessels 
oi ivar, a larger nambcr of mea tronld be required for the dcfciico 
tbiin could properly be upared from tlie main Hrniy; and at the 
anme time it might be neccseary to hazard a geocrid action, 
which was by no mc»ns to be dcaircd on such terms ns nould be 
imposed, and for suub an object. Every thing was bruught off, 
except one heavy cannon. Tiie enemy afterwards rcoceupicd the 
poat, and repaired the vrorka. 

About a month afliCr the storming of Stony Point, another 
enterprise ainiilnr in its character, and not leas daring, ivus 
executed by Major Henry Leo, At the head of three hundred 
men, and a, troop of dismounted dragoons, bo surprised the 
enemy's pout at Puulua Hook, opposite to New York, and took 
one hundred and fifly-nine priaoncrs, having tvro only of his 
party killed nnd three wounded. The plan originated with Major 
Lee, Hod great praise was bestowed upon liim for the address 
and bravery with which it wbb cxeeuleii. A medal of gold, 
commemorative ol' the event, was ordered by Congress to be 
struek and presented to him. 

No other events of mnch importance happened in the nrmy 
under Washington's immediate commanil during the campaign. 
Tho British troops remained inactive at Now York, and tho 
Atneri^^ns held ibclr ground in tho Highlands. In the course 
of this year the works at West Point and in its vicinity were 
chiefly constructed. A part of the time two thousand five hundred 
men ivere on fatigue duty every ilay. Before the end of July the 
head-quarters of the Gommander-in-ehiel wore removed to West 
Point, where he continued for the rest of the seaaon. 

Ab few incidents of a personal nature intervene to vary the 
monotony of military operalions, and of tho great public affaira 
which occupied the thoughts of Washington, it may not be lunias 
to insert hero a letter inviting a IHcnd to dine with him at head- 
quarters. It gives an idea of the manner in which he lived, and 
bIiowb thut he could sometimes bo playful, even when oppressed 
Iritb public cares, and in the midst of the harassing duties of bis 
command. The letter is addressed to Dr. Cochran, surgeon- 
15- 
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g/Baeni m die vntj, ud dated at Weit PnM on die letb of 
Angaat, 117&. 

"Dear Doctor, 

'I bave asked Mrg. Cochian and Mra. Livingstoa to dine 
vitb me ta-moiTow; but am I Dot in hoaor boond to sppries 
tbem of their tare? As I hate deoeption, sren where tlM 
imagiuatioii only a concerned, I will. It is necdleu to premiMi 
that my table ia Urge enoBgh to htdd the Udi«a. Of thia~tlier 
iai ondar proof jeMenla;. To asj ham it is nmllj eiMered, 
ie rather more easential; aod this dull be the pmport of mj 
letter. 

"ffince oar emval at this happy spot, wo have had a ham, 
Mmetimee s dionlder of beam, to grace the head of the table; 
a piece of roaet beef adonu the foot; and a dish of beans, or 
greens, almost imperceptible, decorates the centre. When the 
cook has a mind to cnt a figure, which I preenmc wilt be the 
case tJ^Tnorrow, we have two beelsteak pica, or dishes of crabs, 
in addition, one oq each side of the centre dish, dividing the 
ftpace nud reducing the distance between dish and dish to about 
eix feet, which without them would be nearly tweWe feet apart 
Of late be has had the surprieiog sagacity to discover, that apples 
will make pies; and it is a qaestion, if, in the violenee of his 
Bffofts, we do not get one of apples, iostead of- having both at 
beebteaki. If the ladies can put up with tadx entertainment, 
and will submit to partake of it on plates, once tin bat now iron 
(not become bo by the labor of sconring), I shall be happy to 
see tbem ; and am, dear Doctor, yours." 

Sir Henry Clinton, disappointed in not receiTing additions 
to his army from Europe, began to be weaiy of bis situation, and 
to despair of eEFectjug any thing that would either redound to the 
gtory of the British anna, or answer the expeclutions of his 
employem. On the SIst of August he said, in a letter to Lord 
George Gomain, "I now find myself obliged by many oi^tBt 
raasom to abandon every view of "^'"'"g an efiort in tUs qnitai 
Xbe pnaeantioaa, which Genfrai Washington haa had leiaam to 
take, mdca me hep^ss of Ininging Urn to « generait action, an4 
tkeMaaondiaaaadM me atrongly horn loaing time in Ibe attempt." 
inftwfq ^ thic miniater^ t^o* tTi ^ ^gl ^^ a turned, to die 
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•oath, that he Bhall put New Ycirk in a complete stitle of ik'fL'iii;c, 
WitbdraiT bis troops icom tho poatd on the Hudson, mid sail for 
South Carolina with u. large part r)f his army an Boon an the 
seanon will permit him tu u-ct in thut climnte. 

After Count d'Estaing lelt the harbor of Boston, lie pro- 
ceedL'd to the West Indies, where he operated daring the winter, 
look St. Vincent and Grenada, and had a naval engagi'munt with 
Admiral liyron's fleet. It was expected, that he wmdil return 
to the United Stutes in the eourse uf Ihe summer, and IiL Gerard, 
the French minister iii Philadelphia, held several conferences with 
a committee of Coiigrcsa respccling a concerted plan of action 
bctnoan Ibo Froneb aijuadron and the American I'orcea. For the 
anme object M. Gdrard went to ramp, and held interviuws with 
the Com [Hand er-in-cliief, Co whom Congress delegated the power 
of arranging and executing the whole business in such a manner 
aa his judgment and prudenee abould dictate. VariuiiB plans 
were suggested and partly matured; but, as the uoforiunate 
repulse ol' the French and American troops in their assault on 
Savannah, and the Hubsequent departure of Coiuit d'Estaing from 
the coast, prevented their being carried into execution, thoy need 
not bo oxplained in thia plaeu. 

The intercourse with Washington on this occasioii left 
favorable imprcsBiona on the mind of the French ministPr. In n, 
letter to Count ilo Vergeunes, written from ciiinp, he said; "I 
have had many conversations with General Washington, some of 
■which have continucdj for three hours. It is imposBiblc for me 
briefly to comniunicato the fund of intelligence, which I have 
derived from him; but I shall do it in my letters as occasions 
shall present ihemaelves. I will now say only, that I have formetl 
as high an opinion of the powers of his mind, his modorution, 
his palriotism, and bis virtues, as I had before from common 
report cooceived of his military talents, and of the incaleulable 
services he has rendered to hia country." The same sentiments 
were often repeated by the Buccessor ot SL Giiranl, and contributed 
to estubliab the onbounded confideuee, which the French govern- 
ment placed in the American commander during the war. 

Although the plans of eoOperation failed, yet tbey were 
flerviceable in embarrassing the Bchemea of Cho enemy. As soon 
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as it was bnonn that Canot d'EBtaing tiad uirivod in Georgia, 
Sir Henry Clinton na,tiirnlly BuppnBRi! thftl lie, woulil protcccl 
nnrtbnitrd, nni\ unite wilh Waahingtmi in ii oumbinuil attuch 
on Now Ynrk. Aloniiecl (or hia enfety in such an event, he 
cauflc'l Rhod>? iHliinil to be evaciiiited, unci ilrew to New York 
the g^irriHOD, which had been emtionctl nearly three ycnrs 
at that pliicc, confligting at timcB af about six thousand men. 
Stony I'oint and Verphiiick's Point ven: likewise evaeuatoil 
The appearance of Count d'Estaing's fleet on the conet retanled 
Sir Henry Clinion's Hnnlhcrn expedition till near the end of 
Deeemher, wlion, having rcceivod rciinforcomunta from Europe, 
be enibiirked about SRven lliousand troops, and aailed for South 
Carolinii, under the convoy of Adiuinil ArbutbriDL 

Tfie campaign being now at an end, the nrmy was again 
pnt into winter qnarterx, the main body in the neighborhood of 
MorriBtown, Blroiig dctnebmcnla at West Point and other posts 
near the Hudson, Knd the cavalry in Connecticut. The hoad- 
ijuarteiw were nt Morriatown. The ill auceesa of the allied anns 
at Sarannnh, and the indicalionB of Sir Henry Clinton'a designB 
against Sonth Carolina, were reasons for sending more troops 
to General Lincoln's army; and, before the middle nf December, 
two of the North Carolina rcgimonta and the whole of the 
Virginia line marched to the south. 

A dascent npon Slaton Island by a party under Lord 
Stirling, a retaliatory incursion of the enemy into New Jersey at 
Elizabethtown, and n Bkirmish near WhitC|Pi:iin8, were Iho only 
military events during the winter. 

The army for the campaign in 1780 was nominally fisied 
by Congress nt thirty-five thonsand two hundred and eleven men. 
Each State was required to fumiBh its quota by (be 1st day nf 
April. No definite plan was adopted for the campaign, as the 
operutiona must depend on circumstances and tlie strength and 
condition of the eni'my. 

One of the grenteHt evils, which now afflicted the country, 
and which tbreatcned the most alarming eonacquencos, was the 
depreciation of the currency. Destitute of pecuniary resourcej, 
and without the power of imposing direct taxes, Congress had, 
early in the war, resorted to the expedient of paper money. For 
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a. timu, ivhile ibv qunnlity was t:ornpnr»tiv(!ly mnall, !(k credit 
vuB good; but m Murch, 1780, tliD enonnoii'i amount ol two 
hundred niillians of dullars had been issued, no part of wliii-li 
had been redcmned. At Ihh time forty pupcr dullnra were worlli 
only OQD in Bpecie. Prices rose us lUe money aimlt in valap, nnd 
every brandi of traile was unsettleil and deranged. Tbe effect 
naa pecniiarly uppn^Esivc un tlie troops, nnd was il princi)lal reason 
far tbe exorblUnt bounlicH allowed (o them in the tatter years of 
He wur. The separiitG States likewiai! issued psjier money, wliic:ii 
incrcoaed tho evil, without ofToriiing any ndtfjuatc n-lhf. The 
oniv mmeiiv wan ciLtaiiiin: nut cms w;ih aeiimni nurnueii witii viii<ir. 
□wiug, in pun, to the diBtraeted slate af the times and lha ex- 
hausted condition of the cauntrj-, and in part also to State jenlouay. 
As each Slule felt its Imrdims to be heavy, it was cautious how it 
added to them in a grcak'r proportion than its neigbliors ; and thus 

So low had the tredit of thu I'lirr^'nev Fallon, lhat the cnni- 

to puri'haae supplies for the army. Congress adopted a now 



. The multitude of hands into which Urn busincs. 
n. the want of proper authority to compel its prompi 
the dlsliince of several of the States from thi; army 
UHeciuent iliincnllioH nt iriLiianorlntKm. all eijiiHiiirt'.iJ [i: 
c most expensive, the most uueerlaiu, am! tin! Iciisl 
cthod thiit eould bo devised. It added (-realty to the 
nonts of the.mililarj- affairs, and to the labor and 
9 of the Commander-in-chief, till It was abandoned, 
cop up tho ercdit of tho .currency, Congress reeom. 
tho States to pass Iowa making paper mnney a legal 
ta nominal value for the discharge of debts, which had 
iiuiuii v^ IK imm in troiii or silver, mien lawa witc 
.nil iiiaiiv (lebloifi took i«lvrLiitaae (i[ llii'in. Wli'.'.ii Itie 
lit ivLornsLown , u iiiitn 01 riiMiioetauie sliniuinir iiveu lu 
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the neighborhood, who wta BHaiduauo in his civilities to Waeb- 
inglod, which «ere kiniMy receive J and reciprociilcd. Unlui^kily 
this man pai't hin debts in tho duprcciutcd currency. Some time 
allemardg he called at hciid-qiiHrterg , and was introduced as 
uaual to the Geacrfll's apartment, where he wna then conversing 
wilb BQQie of his ojlicem. lie bestowed very little attention upon 
thd visiter. The same thing occorred a second time, when he 
WBB more reaened than before. This was so dlEfercnt from his 
CUBtoninrj manner, Ihiit Lafayette, who was present on both 
occasions, could not help remarking it, nod he said, after the 
man wua gone; 'General, this man seems to be much devoted lo 
you, and yet you have scarcely noticed him." Washington 
replied, nmiiing; 'I know I have not been eoriliiil; I tried hard 
lo be civil, jmd alteinpteil to speak to him two or three times, 
but that Continental money stopped my mouth." Ho considered 
these laws nnjust in principle, and iniquitous in their efTects. He 
was himself a loser to a considerable amount by their operation. 

At the beginning of April, when the States were to have 
completed their quotas of troops, the whole number under Wash- 
ington's ininicdiiitc command wos no nioro than ten thousand 
four hundred rjnk and file. This number was soon diminished 
by sending the remainder of the Maryland line and the Delaware 
regiment to the southern army. The British force at Now York 
amounted to seventeen thousand three hundred effective men. 
From that time the army of the north consisted of such troops 
only, aa were raised in the New England Slates, New York, New 
Jersey, and Pennaylvania. To hasten and give effect to the 
arrangements for the campaign, and draw more expeditiously 
from the States their quotas of soldiera and supplies, General 
Washington requested a eommittoe of Confp^ss to attend the 
army, with power to act in the name of that body for definite 
objects. The committee remained in camp hctweon two and 
three months. General Schuyler, then a member of Congress, 
was one of the committee, and his experience, sound judgment, 
and energetic character, enabled htm to render essential services 
in that capacity. 
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CHAPTER XXVT. 



a in Tnqr M tba UnlM BtiUa, — Tba Arm 



' Bkfobe the end of April , the Marqnis de Lafajette urired 
iX Boston from France, iritb the dteering intelligeDce ibat the 
Prencfa gonmrncBt hut fitted oat an anaatnent of nsrol and land 

forces, -wfaicb wwn be expected in the Uaited States. 

He pTocccdad iminediati:!^ ht Washiiigton'B head-quarters , ftnd 
thence to Congress. Although many of the Americans had hoped 
tiiat their arms would be strengtiiened by the troops of their 
allies, yet no indications had hitherto been givcoi which en- 
couraged them to believe tliat any aid of this sort would be 
rendered. The OKpcriraent was also thooght by eome to be 
hazardous. The prejudice Agiunat French soldiers, which had 
been implanted and nurtured by the colonial wars , it was feared 
might lead to serious consequences, if French troops should be 
landed in the United States, and brought to act in concert with 
tiie American army. So strongly was Count de Yergennea in- 
flmneed by this apprehension, that he opposed the sendiBg of 
troope to Auerioa, and advued tliat the efforts of Stbucb in ana- 
coring hor ally shoald be 'expended in naTal eqaiproenta, which 
be believed wotdd be more effectual in annoying and weakening 
the common enemy. In this opinion, however, the other members 
of the cabinet did not concur, and it was resolved to send out 
a fleet with a body of troops to operate on land. Lafayette was 
principally instrumental in effecting this deciaion. It was a point 
upon which be had set liis heart bcforu he left America, and it 
may be presnmed that he previously ascertained the sentiments 
of Washington. At any rate, hia obacrvation while in the 
country had convinced him, that French troops would be well 
Modved; and he had &e address to bring the .majority of the 
adntsbr to the «ame wiq> of tluDUng. 
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In tbo month of June, General Knyphiiosftn croescd over 
with such a, forue as ho could sparu from New York, ftud made 
an incursion into New Jersey. He waa met by detachcnenta 
from the Aoierican army, ftnd some smart skirmishing onsned, 
particiilarljr at Springfield, where the encounter lasted sereral 
lioun. Tbe enemy were driven back, and they retired to 
Staten Island. 

The object of this adventure conld not euily Be aocertuoed. 
General Washington at first anppoeed it to be a feint to atdiue 
him in that quarter, while a more fonnidable force altoiild be 
suddenly pushed up the Hudson to attack the posts in the High- 
lands. TbiH opinion was conntenanced br the arrival, inst at 
that time, of Sir Ileiirv Clinton from hiH Buccessfnl expedition 
ajpinsi; Ciiark'Pion. [vo bucIi iinompi being made, however, 
tie M\ t.ons«n n ar r 

the Hudson. wl^L;l■^J iie took ii uotiliou in whioh he could act 
in defence of Nt™ JerBey or tiie Highlfiude. as occasion might 

News at IcnRili eaiiie. that the French fleet haa entered 
the harbor of Newport . in Rhouc Island, on the lOthof duly. 
The armament consisted of seven or eight ships of the line . two 
frigates, two bomtw, and upwards of five thoosand troops. The 
fleet was commanded by the Ohevalier de Temajr, and the 
army by the Count de Bochambean. This was called the first 
division. Another, being detained for the want of transports, 
was left at Brest almost ready to sail, whMi it was said would 
soon follow. 

The instruetionB from the ministry to Count de Kocham- 
beau, wore extremely judicious, and contrived in every part to 
secure harmony between the American and French armies. The 
general and the troops were to be in all ciiBes under the com- 
mand of General Washington. When the two armies were 
united, the French troops were to be considered as auxiliaries, 
and to yield precedence by taking the left. American officers 
were to command French officers of equal rank, and holding 
commissions of the same dates; and, in all military acts and 
capitulations, the American generate were to be named first and 
to sign Gnt These iDstnictiou, ea^reased in- clear ud poritira 
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lerms, were made known to GcntTHl Wnaliiiigtoii hy l.afftyetle 
before, tliu troops landmi. A copy in dL'tail wiia likewisi' ai:iit to 
him by Count ile Itocliambeuii. Thoy prodnccil all thu happy 
effects, whitli eoiilrt liavi' iini-n iiiificipatiii!. Perfect harmony 
eubsiBttd not only betvfoiMi tin' jinniea, but butwoeu the people 
una the Freni^h troopn , from tlu'ir first, arrivnl in the country till 
thoir fimil departure. Tbu Co ill in emu I ofliecrfl, by l\w recom- 
mendation of General Wnshingtou , wore cockades of black and 
wh'iu: iiiturniiKcd , nti u compliment to tlii' Pruiich troops, and a 
symbol of friendship: the former eolor being that of the Amer- 
kan cockade, and the latlvr that of the French. 

A plan of combined opunilinns aS'''"=* ciicniy in New 
York WHB druwu up by (lenenil WiishioKton , mid forwarded to 
Count do RochambeiiU by the hands of I,afayctl«, who went to 
Newport for tliu purpose of making espbuintiona , am! conecrting 
arrangemenls wilh the French gcnoriil and admiral. This plan 
hull for its bnais the naval superiority of the frenph over the 
English, by which the fleet of the hitter might bo attacked to 
advantage, or at least blocked up in the harbor of New York. 
At the present time, however, this was not the ease. The arrifal 
of Admiral Graves, with six ships of the lino, had iucreascd the 
British naval force considerably beyond that of the Chevalier de_ 
Ternny; and it was agreed that nothing could be done, till he 
shoald be reinforced by thu second division from Prance, or by 
thu aquaiirou of the Count de Guiclicii, which whs expected 
from the West Indius. 

Forewarned by the British ministry of the destination of 
the French arniamunt. Sir Henry Clinton made seasonable pre- 
parations to meet it, and requested Admiral Arbuthnot lo be 
ready with his fleet. After eoiisiderable delay he embarked six 
thousand troops at Frog's Nuck, intending to proceed through 
the Soimd and cooperate with the fleet in an attack on the 
French at Newport. In the mean time Count de Rochambeau, 
ttiilcd by General Heath, then present with the French army, 
called in the militia of the neighboring country , and increased 
the force at Newport so much, that Sir Henry Clinton, despair- 
ing of success, landed his men at Whiteatonu, on Long Island, 
and returned to Now York, without ufTucting any part of his 
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object. Another reason for hU sutldcn return waa, that Waa^- 
inj^n had dnwii his army acroaa the Hudson, and taken s po^ 
■itioii on the east ude of that river, teom which be might attadc 
the tatf daring the tbaeDce of so large a portion of ^ troops. 
It iraa Sir Hemy Ctinton'e first hope, that, bjr the aid of the 
fleet, he shotdd be able to complete lui espeditioB ^ainat mnr- 
port, and come lock to Nen Tork before Waahington coidd m 
■ume an attitude which would menace the city; bnt in thi* lie 
wa« disappoioted. 

Having n decider] naval m]>.-nun1y . iiDWrn-r, Admiral 
Arbutbiiol bluckiuled lh<- FnT,di ^i[uu<ln,ii In tlu- lu:rbi,r .>f Nfw- 

there for ils p rote i- lion. Tbis statu of tilings I'oriliiiufd tlirough 
the season , and no niililarj- enterprise was ULidertttkt-n. Tho 
second French division wan blockaded at Brest, and never came 
to America; and the Count de Guicben sailed from the West 
Indies to France without tpnohiog in an; part of the United 
Slates. Both parties, therefore, stood on the defenaire, watch> 
ing each other's motioDs, aod depending od the operations of tbe 
British Btid French fleet*. Geiraral Waahington recroSRcd tbe 
Hudson, and encamped below Orangetown , or Tnppan, on the 
bordcM ot New Jerse;, which station he held till winter. 

In this interval of leisure, a conference between the com- 
manders ot the two allied armies was suggested by Count de 
Bocbambcau , and readily assented to hj General Washington. 
They met at Hartfoni in Conneellcut, on the 2ist of September. 
Daring the absence of General Washington, the army was left 
under the eemmand of General Greene. The interview was more 
interaripiVand AervioeaUe in cementing a personal friendship, 
and prtmuting amioable relations between the psrties, thsn im- 
portent in Htahlisbing an ntterior ^stem of action. Nothing 
indeed oonld be positivelj agreed npon, unce a naval superiorilj^ 
was absolutely essential to any enterprise by land, sM tbis snp^ 
riority did not exist All tiie {dans that wera hnni^ into view, 
tiiei^ore, tested on oontii^eBcies, and in tbe end tiuse itm 
unfovMable to a combined operation. 

At this time General Arnold hdd the command at West 
Point and other fortified posts in the HigUatids. No officer 
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the American anny had acquired higher renown for military 
telents, activity, and 'courage. Hu had signalized himself at the 
taking of Ticoodcroga, by his expedition throngb the irililernesa 
to Qaebec, In a naTal engagement on I.akc Cliamplain, in b 
rencontre with tlie enomy at Danbury, and above all in the de- 
uiaive action at Saratoga. When the British evncuntcd Phila- 
delphia, he nraa appointed lo the command in that city, being 
disabled hy his wonnds for imiqediate active aertice. Arrogant, 
fond of display, and extravagant in hia ntylc of living, he wag 
Mon involved in diflicultiea . which led to hia ruin. Ilia debts 
accumnlated, and, to relieve himself from embnrraBBment and 
indulge hia passion for parade, he resorted to practices dia- 
crcdltablc to him aa an officer and a man. Hi^vj- chaises were 
exhibited against him by the Prealdent and Council of Pennsylvania, 
which were referred to a coarl-martial. Aft«r a thorough in- 
vestigation, the court sentenced hira to receive a public repri- 
mand from the Commander-in-cliief. lie liad previously preaentod 
to Congreaa large claims against the United States on account 
of money, which he said he had expended for the public service 
in Canada. Theao claims were examined, and In part diaallowed. 
In the opinion of many, they were mch as to authorize a auspi- 
cion of his integrity, if not to afford evidence of deliberate 

These ecnsiircB, added Co the doaperate state of his private 
aSairs, were more than the pride of Arnold could bear. At once 
to take revenge, and to retrieve hia lortuncs, he resolved to be- 
come a traitor to hia country, and seek employment in the ranks 
of the enemy. This purpose waa so far fixed in hia mind tifteen 
months before ita consummation, that he then began, and con- 
tinned afterwards, a secret correspondence with Major Audrt!, 
adjutant- general of the British army. The more eaally to effect 
his designa, he Bought end obtained the command at West Point, 
where he arrived the tirst week in Auguat. From that time it 
was ilia aim, by a plan concerted with the British general, to 
deliver West Point and the other posts of the Highlands into the 
hands of the enemy. 

The absence of Washington from the army, on his visit to 
Hartford, waa thought to afford a fit occasion for bringing the 
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Eifiiur to a orisU. Thu Vultnru aloop of wur aacuDdod tho Hud- 
ion, and nnclmred in Haverstraw Buy, six or butcd miles below 
EiDg's Ferry. It wue conlrivcd that a meuting should take place 
bctwui'ii Arnold and Andri^, for the purpose oi inakiDg ar- 
rnngemfnl-?. Aiidri won! iishort from the Vnlturi- in the night 
on the weal sido of the rivur, where Arnold wae waiting to re- 
ceive him, Thi;j remained together in tliat phim til) Ibe dawn 
of day, when, their linaiofss not being fiuiBlied, Arnold persuiid- 
ed him to go to the bouse of Joshua U. Smith, iili some diatanco 
from the river, where he was concealed iluring Ihe <laj. Arnold 
left him in the morning and went Ui West Point. Tt waa Andrtf'a 
Espeotation and wish to return to ttic Vulture; but, this not 
being priiuticnble , he left Smith's house in the dnak of the 
evening on horaebaEk, and eroaaed the river at King's Perry 
with a written pass signed by Arnold , in which the bearer was 
called John Anderson. Gefori! leaving Smitli'a houau, he ex- 
ohanged his regimentals for a citizen's dress, over which he 
wore H dark, loose great-coat. 

Tho next day while riding ulouc towards Now York, he 
was suddenly stopped in the road by three armed militio-mcn, 
Paulding, Williums, and Van Wart, about halt a mile north ol 
Tarrytown. They searched him, and found papers secreted in 
his imots. from this discovery Ihej infirred that hi- was a spy; 
and. Inking him back to the nearest American oulpoat at North 
Castle, Ibey delivered iiini over to Lienlenant-Colonel Jameson, 
who wsK stationed lljeri' with a party of dragoons, .lanieson 
examined tho papers , and knew them to be in Ibe handwriting 
of Arnold. 'Diey were of a very extraordinarj- eliaracter, con- 
taining an rxael account of the fit;itu of things at Weat Point, 
and of the atrengtli of the garrison , with remarks on (he dif- 
forent works, and :i reporl of a c;oiiiicil of war recently held at 
tho head-qnarttrs of the army. Jamuaon waa iimaiiod and bo- 
wildttred. lie sent a measengi^r to Arnold with a letter, stating 
that a prisoner, who ealleii biniaelf John Anderson, had been 
braugbl to him and was then in custody, and that papers had 
been found upon hi.s person, wliich seemed to him of a dangerous 
tendcQcy. At the same timo he despatched an express to Gen- 
eral Washington, then supposed to be on the road r;etuming 
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from Hartford. This express wag the bearer of the papers, 
which had been taken from Andrd's boots. 

The noxt moming Andrd was sent, nnder the charge of 
H^or TaUnudge, to Colonel Sheldoo's quarten ftt New Salem 
for greater Beeuritr. Being now' convbced -Uiat there was no 
hope of eoc^B, he wrote a letter to Genersl Waahington rereal- 
ing hia niune and true character. Till tlus time no one about 
him knew who he was, or that he held a mOitaiy rank. He snb- 
mitted the letter to li&yor Tallmadge and odier olficers, who 
read it irith astonishment 

HsTing finished hia int«rvicw with (he French commandera, 
Washington returned from HiirtFord hy the upper route through 
Fiahkill. Consequently the express, who was sent wiHi the 
papers, and who took the luwer route, by which Waahington 
had gone to Hartford, did iiot meet liim, but cnmc back to 
North Caatlo, In the mean time Waahington pursued his journey 
by the way of Fishkill to West Point. Two or three hours be- 
fore he reached Arnold's house, which was on the side of the 
rirer wppaMt^^.to,>Wea!t(3^<^nt..and at a conaidsrable distance 
below, ^ jngjg P i ngt^Sty ' ^ W ^ j^'^ ^'"^ letter from Jameson, 
tgFif^ii(ib:'«to>;^(^;ttaM9infaan«d of the capture of Andr& He read 
it-.tritit-SQinetde^iM ,'oSl^mg^U^ioB^1 and, pretending that he was 
Rudd^y called to W«atJE!oiitt, mounted a horse standing at the 
door, rode to the rirer, entered faie barge, and ordered the men 
to row down the stream. When the barge approached King's 
Ferry, he helil un n white Imn'lkernhitif . nnri Ihf offierr who 
comniiindod i 
bout, Hlluivei! 

directly to tbi' midJn;. ivtufli wan niiii jii Jiiii^linr tn llie rivnr 
near the placid wliere Andre Jiad [eft it.. 

. Washington arriveu ut ArnoLiL's Jumse . unu went ovit to 
West Point, without hearing anv thing of Arnold. On his 
return, however, in tue aitemoou ue receiveu me atiovemention- 
ed letter.from Andr^v ■^d the papers found in hia boots, wtiieh 
had been fofwarded frW North Castle. The plot was now un- 
mdled. The first tloi^.to be done was to secure the posts. 
Orden inoe^immediatelj despatched to all the pindpd officers,, 
ind preuntion was taken. •■ • 
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Andr^ vne first rcmored to Wntfomt, and thcnct to the 
henJ-c|iiai-li.iP iif army at 7appsn. A boar'l . i niElr.i'- iv;;, 
Summinn-il, ami iliifi lcil lo Inqoirc intn the cast iii -Mjijur li udre, 
report the fiitlB, and pivo their opinion, hoth in repurd to tho 
natiiri' f>f lil? offenr;i>, and to tlie punishment Iliat ouglit to be 
awarded, Va.riouB papurH were laid before tiie board, and Andr^ 
himself was questioned, and desired to make snch Btatementa 
(nd.e^ltV^i^oiu he- dHM& Aftez a fnll investigatiaii die 
bowd^jS^msd^^^t^apriMBier csme oiiduiTeiii the nigkt, .to 
hold a private and secret interview xrith General Arnold; that 
he ehaiiired Ills dress within Iht- Anicrir^in lines, ^ind passed the 

that 111/ (iii;_';it to ]y (■■)ii-iii.-ri d iis a spy, and, according to the 
law :iml ii-.L-.- i>f u.tiM,,., ,„ Mim-r dfaUi, Gensrsl -Wa>hi«gb;in 

spprnvrd tills di.lsli.ii; and IMiiJor Aiidrd emiat^M 
Tappan on the itl of Ottobor, I JbO. 

While Andre's case was pending. Sir Henry Clinton used 
flvery effort in hia power lo rescue him from his fate. He irrole 
to General Washington , and endeavored to show , that ho ooold 
not be regarded as a apy, inasmuch as he came on shore at the 
reqnMt of an Asieiicaii general, and afterwards acted bj his 
direcdon.- Conneeted idl the jaronirartawces , Oat argument 
etnild have no weight. That bo was drawn into a snare by a 
traitor did not inako him the less a spy. Aa the gtiilt of Arnold 
was Ihi' van=L> r,f „11 th,- i vlh that f,.lluw,.d, iizi ixdiangi- of him 
for Andre would havi; bri n aiierpted; but no suth proposal was 
intimated by tlic lirilisli general; and perhaps it could not bo 
done <;on5istf'utly with honor Hud the eourse nlreudy pursued. 
From the moment of his eapturo til! that of his execatlon, the 
conduct of Andre was marked with a candor, sclf-posscssuHi, 
and digni^, which betokened a brave and noble spirit. There 
wne .jio etronger Icait in -tite^-pkacacter of Wadungton. tJisn 
bainara^ wtlHl^^Bislortaiin ,juid o^ffori^ toochad 
him kamlj^ and JiIftiieeliqgB w«re dseplf mmed at Hie pivt 
Ite -inw- conpdled to 'MA iu' cmuenting to die death td AaM; 
yet justice to tbe oMea he held, .and to the canae for 'wbich 
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Us conntiTmeD were ahedding th^r blood, left lim no slt«r- 
native.* 

WtulB these operations were going on at the norlli, »U the 
intelligenee from the aooth gave evidence, that sffldm im that 
^DBFter wave usnnung a gloomy aspect. The BritUh torcea, 
with Lord CcmiwalliB at their head, were oveminning the Car- 
olinas, and prepaiationB were making in New York to dotarh a 
sqnadron widi troops to fall apon Virginia. The dcEi^at of Oc- 
erM Gates near Camden, in south Carolina, was -i li.'nw i.j.^n, 
upon ihe Americana, arm left ilieui in n stam (n.ni wliu^h w-s 
f a 1 h w liJ n t (. 

Wnshingtnn to appoini an oificer iii SMCd'CU liiiii^h m i>nt.._ 
muml of thf! Boutherii army. AVitli Ins iisuni iL ltrniinatinii and 
tudgment he selected General Grucue. who repaired to tho 
theatre of action, in which lie was bo cmincntiv diBtinguUhed 
during the Bubseqiteiit years of the war. 

Gaining an mcreaBcd confiacnce in the Commanaer-in-ehief- 
which a long esperience of hig wudom anu disintereatedneas 
authorized. Congrcea at length adopted the importaot mcasureg. 
in rcgaru to the army, whieh he had earnestly anu rcpeatcalj" 
adviaeu ana eoforcea. They aecreed that all the troops, thenee- 
forwani to be raiseo, should be enlisted to serre during the war; 
and that all the officers, who continued in the service to the ena 
of tbo war. should be entitled to half-pay for life. Washington 
ever bclieveu, that, if this system had been pursued from the 
bcgmning. it woula have shortencu the war. or at least have 
caused a great diminution in tho e^ipcnEC. Unfortunately tho 
Statea did not comply with the' former part of the requiBition. 
bat adhered to tho old method of filling up their quotas with 
men raised for three jrears and for shorter terms. The extreme 
dSficnliy of proenring recmits was the reason assigned (or 
persevering m this ju'sctlce. 

Lafavette eommanued sue battalions of light infantry, sm- 
tioncd in advance of tho mam armj. He proiected a descont 
npon statcn Islana, but was prevented from esecnting it hj ttie 
want of boats. A plan was Ukewise formed toe a geoerat atxaek 

• A IM an.l JetiUlal iccDant ot the pinioiUr* nliUif ia tills iBldcct tl 
nntaincJ in 3rt.iKa\ Ufa uod Treaim af AtntU. 

0. w.ido^.n. uh. le 
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on the north part of New YoA Island. The enem^'a poati weM 
reconnoitred, extensiro preparations were made, and a large 
foraging partf was sent into Westchester Connty to mask the 
design, and draw the attention of the enemy that way. But 
tlie sndden appearance of several armed vessels in the river 
caused the enterprise to be deferred and finally abandoned. 
The foraging expedition, conducted by General Stork, mi 
svccessfuL 

The army went into winter qoartera at the end jof 
November; tlie FeimsylvaDia line near hforristown, the New 
Jersey regiments at Fompton, and the eastern troops in the 
Highlands. The head-quarters of the Commander-in-chief were 
at New Windsor. The rrench army TOmained at Newport, 
except the Duka de Lauzun's legion, which was cantoned at 
Lebanon in Connecticut. 



CHAPTER XXVU. 




The jcar 1 7 S 1 opcni'd with an erent, which filled the conn- 
try with alarm, nnd threatened dangerous consequences. On the 
1st of January a mutiny broke out among the Pennsylvania troops, 
stationed near Morristown, and about thirteen hundred men para- 
ded under arms, refused obedience to their officers, killed one 
captain, mortally wotmded anotber, and committed various outrages. 
The mntineeiB marched in a body towards Princeton with siz 
fieldjMeces, avoiring th^ intention to jtroceed to Philadelphia, 
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and demBDd from Congress a redrosB oC thoir grievnnccB. Tbej 
complained that tbdr pny was in niroarB, that they were obliged 
to receive it in a deprecialtd currency, tbat many of Ihe soldierB 
were detained beyond tlie term of their enlistment, and that thoy 
had suffered every hardship for the want of money, provisionB, 
Biid clothing. By the prudence and good management of General 
Woync, who took Care to supply them with provisions on their 
march, they were kept from plundering tbe inhabitimta and other 
exeeasefl. He sent the inteUigence of the revolt by an express to 
General Washington, who, fonsidering the number of the muti- 
neerH, and the appnrent justice of their complaints, recommended 
to him not Co use force, which might inflame tbetr passioDS, in- 
crease opposition, keep nlive resentment, and tempt them to turn 
about and go to the enemy, who would not fall to hold out alluring 
offers. He advised General M'oyne to draw from them a Htatcmpnt 
of their grievances, and promise to represent Iho cnao faithfully to 
ConpreBB and the State of Pennsylvania, and endeavor to obtain 
redress. 

These judicioiia ennnsels had the cfft'et desired. A com- 
mittee of Congress, joined by the Freaident of Pennsylvania, met 
tbe rcvolters at Trenton, and made proposuts to them, which were 
aci:cpled, and they gave up their arms. An Dtnbiguity in the 
written terms of enlistment waa one of the principal cnuace of 
dissnlisfaetioii. The agreement on the part of the soldiers wag, 
to serve for three yoars or during the war. By the interpretation, 
which the ofBcers gave to these expressions, they boand the 
aoldiera to serve to the eod of the war; whereas the soidiera 
insisted that they engaged for three years only, or during the war 
if it should come to an end before the three years had elapsed. 
Accordingly they demanded a discharge at the expiration of that 
period. This conatruction being allowed, it was the means of 
disbanding a large part of the Pennsylvania line for the winter, 
but it was recruited again in the spring to its original complement. 
The revolters were indignant at the suspicion of their going to 
the enemy, and scorned the idea, as they expreaaed it, of Cuming 
Arnolds. Two cmiasarioa sent among them with overtorea &am 
Bir Henry Clinton were given up, tried by a 
executed. 
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Not kncnring how lOr Ais examplo might infect the troopH 

gonerally, the BuIIcringa of nil of whom were not Iqsb than those 
of the Peon sylvan ill liiii;, Guncral Wnsliington took spceiiy mpHH- 
urCH to prevent tho rcpotition of Buch a scene lis hud just occuired. 
He ordered a thousand traaly men to be selected from the regi- 
ments in the HigUunds, and held in rendinces to morch, vith four 
days' provisionB, at the Bhortcst notice. The wisdom of this 
precaution was soon put to the proof; lor news came, that the 
Neir Jersey troops, stationed at Fompton ami Chatham, were in a 
state of mutiny, having risen in arms agiiinst their ofliccrs, and 
thn^ntened to mareli to Trenton, where the legislature of the State 
was then in seeaioo, and demand redress at the point of the hayo- 
iiet. The case rccjuircd proniptneB? and energy. Six hundred 
men were put under tho command of GoDeml Howe, with orders' 
to march and crush the revolt by force, Dnlesx the men should 
yield unconditional siibmission and return to their duty. Thtse 
orders were faithfully executed. Taken by Burprise, the mntinecrs 
were compelled to parade withogt their arms, make concessions to 
Iheir officerfl, and jiromiae obedience. To impress them with the 
enormity of their gnilt, and deter them and olherB from future sets 
of llie kind, two of the ringleaders were trieil by a field conrt- 
maniiil and shot. By this aummiirj* proceeding the spirit of 
mutiny in the army was subdued. 

In the midst of those distracting events Washingtou was 
employed, at the request of Congress, in affording important 
counsels to Colonu! John Laurens, who had been appointed on a. 
mission to France, for tho pnrpoap of obtaining a loan and military 
supplies. Such was tho deranged state of the carroncy, so low 
had the resources ol' the country been druined, and so feeble was 
the power of drawing them out, that, in the opinion of itll, the 
military efforts of the United Stales conld not be exerted with a 
vigor suited to the exigency of the occasioo. nor even with any 
thing more than a langnisbing innetivity, unless auslnined by 
BUCCorS from their allies both in money and supplies for the army. 
The sentiments of Washington, communicating the fruits of his 
knowledge, oxperlencc, and judgment, with tho weight of his name, 
were thought MaenliBl to produeo a just impression on the French 
cabinet He wrote a letter to Colonel Laurens, remarkable for its 
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npproprinteneiis auii ability, containing a cleor and fortiblo rppro- 
Bent:ilion of fncta, with arguinents in support ol' the application of 
CoDgreKa, wliicli was iirsl prenenteil by tlint cammisBioDer to Dr. 
Franklin, and unerwarils laid before the rainistry und tho King. 
'I'hc influence of this letter, in procuring the aids aolic'ited from 
tlie French government, may l>e interred from the circuoistance of 
a recent loan being accompanied with the suggcalion, that the 
money to be appmpriBteJ for the nrmy should be left at the dis- 
posal of General WiiBhington. 

The British general secins not to have meditated nny oflenBivc 
opcratioua in the northern States for the coming campaign. IIib 
attention waa ehiu6y directed to the aoutb, where such dotach- 
menta aa cnulii be aparcd from his army at Now York were to 
coUpenitti w!th Lord Cornwallin. Si.ttui'n hundred men, with a 
proportionate number of armed vcaaels, were sent into the Ches- 
apeake under the commond of Arnold, who was eager to prove 
Lis zeal for the cause uf bia new friends by tlio mischief lie could 
do to thoBf, whom he liad deserted and sought to betray. Before 
bia arrival in the Chi'sapeako , General Leslie had left Virginia 
and sailed for Charleston; bo that Arnold rGCclFod tbo undividod 
honor oI hia exploits, and, what be valued more highly, a liberal 
share of tlic booty that fell into his hands. He burnt Richmond, 
sciacd private property, and committed depredations in annilry 

About the middle of JnuuKiy the British licet blockiiding the 
harbor of Newport was so much ehntfered and dispersed by a 
violent storm , that the scale of superiority turned in favor of the 
French squadron. The Chevalier de Temay had recently died, 
and M. Destnuches, who succeeded him in the command, recon- 
noitred the enemy's fleet after the storm, and, finding it well 
secured in Gardiner's Bay, at the east end of Long Island, he was 
not inclined to aeek an engagement. Taking advantage of the 
opportunity, bowovci^ be detached a ship of the line and two 
frigates under M. dc Tilly lo the Chesrtpcake, with the design to 
blockade Arnold's squadron, and to net against him in concert 
with the American troops on land. As soon as General Washing- 
Ion heard of the damage suffered by the Britiah ahipa, he wrote 
to Count deRoohombeau, reoommeuding that U. Dettouchei shoidd 
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proceed immediatel^r toTir^ma witfa Iiis whole fleet aad a thonund 
troops from the French army. Thia Bd*ica wai not received till 
after the dupartare of M. de HWj from Hawport, when it wu too 
lato tn comply with it, as the British fleet in the mean time had 
gained etrengtli, and made it hazardonB for M. Deatoncbea to leave 
the harbor. 

M. lie Tilly's expedition was only in part succesaful. He 
entered the Chesapeake, but Arnold drew his vessels so high up 
the Elizabeth River, that they could not be reached by the French 
line-of-battle ship; and one ol the frigates ran agronnd, and was 
set afloat again with difficult- As H- de Uttj conld not remain' 
long in the Cheupeake withoot the risk of b^g hlockaded bf s 
Britiih force, he pnt to sea, and arrived at Newport after an ab- 
sence of Stteen days. 

Although the Bntisb bad repaircii ttiuir d:iin:i|i.>d vessels, 
yet by the junction of M. de Tiily an eqiiiditv was vi stored to the 
French; and M, Destouches, in.conloviiiity to lliii itcoiiimenfiHtion 
of Ocneral Washington, rcsolycd on an cspttdition to Virpiiiia 
with his whole naval force, to vfhidi Count de Roi'hamlienu addod 
eleven hundred troops, commanded by Baron do Viomenil. The 
French were pursued by Admiral Arbuthnot with all his bloct- 
sding aqnadron, and overtaken near the capes of Virginia, where 
an action enstied, \riii6h terminated with nearly equal honor to 
both parties. The otgect of the expedition was Ads defeated, 
nnlesB it was a part of M. Destondes's purpose to bring on a 
naval engagement, whieh is not improbable. The fleet returned 
to Newport without attempting to enter the Chesapeake. 

The moment Washington received the intelligence, that M. 
de Tilly had sailed to the southward, ho detached twelve hundred 
men from Iiis army to proceed by land to the Chesapeake and 
ooiiperate with ihc French against Arnold, At the head of this 
dttaehment lie placed the Marquis de Lafayette, being influenced 
in liis cLuicc both by ;i political motive, atti by bis confidence in 
the ability and bravery iJf that officer. The appointment was 
complimentary to l!ie allies, and it was thought that harmony would 
be more sorely preserved by a commander, who was beloved by 
the American troops, and respected for his rank and oharacter by 
Us own codDtrymen. Lafayette marched from Hadson'a Btver 

i 
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on the 20th of Febrasry, On his arrival in Virgiiiiii, his seuiarity 
of rank wonld {pve him the command of all the Continautat troops 
in that Ettate, and of all the militU drawn iato ths service to 
oppose the euenty in the waters of the Cheupeake. Bhlierto 
Baron Steuben had oondncted the operationa ag^nst Arnold in 
VirginiB, baTing been detained for tJiat purpose when on his vajr 
to join General Greene. 

To mature the ptaos for the campaign, an^ to eomnnmieate 
with the French commanders, on points that conld not be satdy 
iutiuBtod to mating, General Washington made a journey to 
Newport. He left hcad-qunrtors on the 2d of March, and was 
absent nearly three weeks. Ho arrived a day or two before M. 
Destouches's departure on the expedition above mentioned. The 
citiiens of Newport received him with a public addrest, expressive 
of their attachment, their gratitude for his services, and the joy 
they felt at seeing him among them. In his reply, ho took care 
to reciprocate and confirm tbe sentiments, which they had declared 
in regard to die allies, '^e eondnct of iha French army and 
^el," said'h<v''*<^-#lulilrHl£»iDlialHtuts testify so giatefiit and aa 
attecti(mbt«'t'Seiutfj>'at^'^^metime that it- evinces the wisdom 
of the eominanders and the discipline of the troops, is a nnw proof 
of the magnanimity of the nation. It is a fiirtluT di'moiiFitraiion 
of that generoos zeal and concern for tho happintss of Aiueriea, 
which brought them to our assistance, a happy presage o£ future 
harmony, a pleasing evidence that an intercourse between the two 
nations will more and more cement the union, by the solid and 
lusting ties of mutual affection." In short, the meeting between 
the commanders of the allied armiea was in all respects satisfac- 
tory -^to both parties; bat the projects of the enemy vrere so 
UttGA^kin^-and fntnre operations depended so moch on contingent 
and nidbre*^' events, that nothing more eonld be agreed upon, 
than general arrangements for acting in concert at such times and 
places as circumstances sbonld requra. ' 

Although tho design of the British general was Hot then 
known, it appeared aftert^rd that he aimed to transfer the seat 
of war to the Ghesspedk^ and if possible to FennsylTama. This 
scheme vras lUiged by' Lord Comwsllis, who was of the opinion 
that it ought ta'he pnrsned erren at the expense abandoning 
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STew Yaik. To lud in effeoting it, ^ir Hemr CSinton imt amther 
debuthment to Tir{^a, coniisting of two thouiuid men, under 
General Fhillips, wbo was ordered to cooperate with Armild, end 
uMmatelr with Lon! Cornwailis, it lieing presumed that Com- 
welliB would mkke bie way through North Curolina, and be ahle 
to succor theae troops in Virginia, and probably lo join them witJi 

Ihc iirsi ooiecr of Lafayette's expedition was to act in 
riiiiiuiii'i.i'wi wiMi MIC I'l'i^iich fleet; but. as no part of the fleet 
onteruu the CheBapi>:i.kf . he was disappointed in tiiat purpose. 
HiB troops adTSnccd no further than Annapolta, although he went 
forward himself to W illiamHburg. Having ascertained tliat an 
English squadron had entered the Chesapeake, inatoad of the 
Frencb, he immediatel/ prepared to return with hie detacliitteat to 
toe muD army near tne tudcoo. Sa proceeded by inter to the 
Stead of Elk, vhere he received edditional initniotioM- from 
General Washingtoo, directing him to inarch to the south, and 
either meet the enemy in Virginia, or continue onward to the 
Bonthern army, as should be advised by General Gireene. 

The enemy ascended the Chesapeake Bay and its principal 
rivers, with their small armed vesseU, plundering and laying waste 
the property of the inbabitants. One of these vessels came up 
the Potomac to Mount Vernon; and the manager of the estate, 
with the hope of saving the houses from being pillaged and burnt, 
yielded to the dejuaads of the officers in a manner, which excited 
the regret and displeasure of Washington. In reply to his man- 
ager, who had informed him of the particulars, he said; "I am very 
aorrjr to hear of your loss; I am a little sorry to hear of my own; 
brntJbat wbiob pvea mo moat concern is, that you should go on 
boud the enemy's vessels, and furoisU them with roErcshtnenta. 
It would have been a leas painful circumstance to me to have 
heard, that, in consequence of your noneampliance with their 
request, they had lumied my lum^i^ :iiul Liiil the jjlimtatioii in ruins. 
Yon ought to have considercci your^ult aa my roprcsuntative , and 
should have relleeti'd im Uie Ij.id I'MUiiplc of L'niuuiuiiieatiiig nith 
the enemy, and making a voluntary offer of refi'eshmcniB to them 
will) a view to prevent a conflagration. It was not in your power, 
I acknowledge, to prevent iham from lending a flag on alwre, mi4 
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yua Hid right tu luect it; but yuu alioulJ, in the gnmo instant that 
the business of it was unfolded, bBVB declared explicitly, tbal it 
was improper lor j-ou to yioH tu the request; after which, if ihey 
bud proceeded to help thetiiBelves by force, yuu cuuld bat hare 
submitted; aud, being unprovided for defence, this wag to be 
preferred to it feeble appoaition, wbiob only serves as ■ pretext to 
burn iinil destroy." The reader need not be reminded of tbe 
iiccximuucci III thcee Beutimenta witli the noble diHiiilpresledness, 
which rcgulnted bin coniiuct through the whole of bh public life. 

jin ojtti'uct from hU diary, writton on the lat of May, will 
exuiuii lu a iitriking nuinncr Ihe condition of the army at thU 
fiine, and the prosjieets of the campaign. 

'To have n duarGr nnderstaudiug of the entries, which may 
follow, it would be proper to recite iti detail our wants and our 
pruspeet^; but this atuno would be a work of much time and great 
magnitude. It may suffice to give the sum of them, wTiich I shall 
do in a few words. Instead of having niagnziues iilled with pro- 
visions, wo have a acanty pittance acattcred here and tharc in tha 
dilTtirent States; instead of having our arseuala well supplied with 
military atores, they arc poorly provided and tha wortmcn all 
leaving them; Instead of having the various articles of Scld- 
cquipage in readiuess to be delivered, the iiuarterniKBler-gcDeral, 
as the dernier resort, according to his aceount, ia but now applying 
to the several States to provide these things for their troops 
respectively; instead of having a regular system of trnusportoliun 
established upon credit, or funds in the quartermaster's hands to 
defray the contingent expenses of it, we have neither the one nor 
the other, .md all that business, or a great part of it, being done 
by military inipreas, we are daily and hourly oppreasing the people, 
souring their tempers, aud alieuatiiig their ulfeetions; instfad of 
having the regiments completed to the new establishment, which 
ought to have been done agreeably to the requisitions of Coiigreas, 
scarce any Slate in the Union has at this hour an eighth part of 
its c{U0ia in the field, and bttle ]>raBpect that I can see of ever 
getting more than half; in a word, instead of having every thing 
in readiness to take tbe Geld, we have nothing; and, instead of 
having the prospect of a glorious oDcnsivo campaign before us, 
we have a bewildEred and gloomy defanaive one, unless we should 
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receive a powerful aid of ships, land troops, and money from our 
gencrooa ollicB, and these at present are too contingent to bnild 

Happily llie train of Bttaka took a moie &TOrabla turn ttum 
be anticipated. In a short time be receired the cbeeriog intdli- 
gence, tia,t Count de Barra* had arrived in Boston harbor with a 
Fiencb frigate, tiiat other Tessels-nod a reinforcement of troops 
from Ftance might soon be looked for, and that a fleet under the 
Count de Grasse would sail rrom the West Indies to the United 
States in July or Auguet. Another meeting between the com- 
manders of the allied amiiee was tlius rendered necesaarj. It 
took plnco at Wcathcrsfield, in Coiinceticot, on the 22d of May. 
Count de Harras, having succeeded M. Destouches in the command 
of the French squadron, was detained at Newport by the appear- 
ance of a British fleet ofT the harbor; but the Marquis de 
Chastellux, a major-general in the army, accompanied Count de 
Roohambeau. On the part of the Americans ware the Commander- 
in-chief, General Knox, and General Dnportaib 

The two principal objeots brongfat ond^ aonsideratjon were; 
first, a Bonthem expedition to act agunat the enemy in Virginia; 
secondly, a combined attack on New York. The French com- 
mander leaned to the former; bnt he yielded to the stronger 
reasons for the latter, which was decidedly preferred by General 
Washington. A movement to the south must be wholly by land, 
the French ll.iet buini.' inferior to thiit <it Admiral Arbutbnot, by 
wtiicJi It. WHH t>Jn<',kail>!il. iinil oj r.ouriie \ml. in ii coniiition to go to 
Bi:ii, 'J ho diffienltv nnd cxiiense of transnortiition, the season of 
till! vcuir in whiRh tnci troiiTiH winiiii ri'iii'Ti Virginia, being the 

long march, wpre tormioaoic omectionB to too first plan. It was 
believed, also, that the encmv'a force in New York had been ao 
much weakened bv ueiacnmenia. tnat an; Henry Clinton would be 
compelled eitner to saennee tnat niace and ita d^endenoiea, or 
recall part of hia troons irom tne south to defend them. 

It was tberetorc agreed, tnat Coimt de Boehambeah-^honld 
march as soon as possible from Newport^ and form a janctioD 4it]i 
the American army near Hudson's Kver. Before leaving Wekdiera^ 
field, a diColar letter was written by General Washington to tbla 
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governors of the ea stem Statics, uiiquniDting Ihum with the result o! 
the conference, and urging Ibcm to fill np their quotiiB of Contincn- 
'tul IroopH with all poABible despatch, rtnd to hold a, certain number 
of mililiii in readiness tu march at a week's notice. If men Cfiuld 
not bo obtained fur tbrcc years, or during the war, ho rcconuncn- 
tleil that they should be enliBted for tbe campaign onlv, deeming the 
Gixigency to be of ibe greatest importaoce, both in u military point 
of view and in its political bearings; for theicol of the Americans, 
and their wiltingiieas to make sacrilices for tbe coinnion eause, 
vould be estimated by tbe manner in which they ahuuld now 
second the efinrta of their allies, and eotitribule to give effect to 
tbi^lr proffered aei-viecs. A body of militia was likewise to be 
culled to Newport, for the di^fonce of the French fleet in the 
harbor after the departure of the troops. The two commanders 
returned to their respective armies, and prepared 10 put their plan 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 




The attention of the Commander-in-chief was but partially 
taken up with tbe affairs under his own eye. He beld a constant 
correspondence with General Greene and Lafayette, who kept 
him informed of the operations at the south, and asked his ad- 
vice and direction on points of difficulty and importance. The 
western posts beyond the Allegnnies were also under his com- 
mand, and required much of his care. Incursions ol the enemy* 
irom Canada kept the northern frontier in a state of alarm, and 
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■. ooniidersble portioa of the Sew Ymk troopa caUeil away 
for the protection of thtit quarter. 

The wants of tlie army, especially in the article of bread,* 
were at thi» time relieved by the generous and s^rited exertians 

■ of Robert Morris , recently appointed Superintendent of Finance 
hy Congrt^BS. He procured from, contractors two thousand bu- 
rcls of flour, pronusing hard ntonef, and pledging bia om 
credit tor ita paj^ent. The act was voluntary, and the reliel 
seasonable. Il was one of tbo many valuable serrices, wUeb 
that distinguished patriot rendered to his country. 

Giiiiural Washington drew the several part^ of his army 
out of tliuir qiinrtcre, and took his first position near Pcekskill, 
but soon advanced towards New York, and encamped on the 4th 
of July near Sobbs's Ferry, and about twelve miles from Kings- 
bridge. Oa. the 6th he wu joined I^iCount de Sodwrnbeaa 
iritfi die French army, vhuili. had msMhed in fonr dirisionii 
from . Providence by way of Hartford. The Americans en- 
camped in two lines, with their right resting on the Hudson. 
The French occupied tlie left, in a fiiiigle lino L'storuling to the 
rirer Bmnx. 

Preparations were made for an attju^k un the north part of 
New York Island a short time before the junction of the two 
Brmies. General Lincoln descended tlie Hudson with a detach- 
ment of eight hundred men in boats for this purpose, landed 
above Hacrlem River, and took possession of the high groand 
near Singsbiidga. At dte suns time the Duke de I^anzan waa 
to aiHrance from East Chester with Ms legion, and fait upon 
Delancey's corps of refugees at Uorrisania. tlnforeseeu eaoaes 
prevented the attack, and Laoznn did not arrive in aeaaon to 
effect his part of the enterprise. After some akirmishing the 
enemy's outposts were withdrawn to >the other side of Haerlem 
Kver. Qenera! Washington came forward with the main army 
aa far as Valentine's Hill, four miles from Kingebridga, tg enp- 
port General Lincoln in case it should be necessary. The troops 
lay npon their ams during the night, and the next day retiidd 
to the eDcampmcnt near Dobbs'a Ferry. 

■ At t^is place the two armies oontianed six veeka. A ]dan 
ot a general attack waa formed, and the two oommandem 
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TL'Connoitrcd the cncmj'a works, first bj passing over the Uadson 
and viewing Ihera across the river from the elevated groaods bc- 
twceii Dobba's Ferry and Fort Lpp, nnd next at Kingsbridge and 
otlier plaeiiB in its vicinity. Bnt the rccniilB came in so tardily 
from the States, that tbe army was never in a condition to au- 
thorize an undoi-taking of snch magnitude without the cofipora- 
tion of a Krencii llect sti[HTinr to the British ; moi-e esjiccially 
as a reinforcement of nbout three thousand Hi'ssian recmit* 
arrived in New York from Europe. A despatch had early 
fietn sent to Count de firasse in tiie West Indies , advising 
him to sail directly to Sandy Uoolc, and thus sicurc a navnl 
superiority. On this contingency depended the execution of 
th,! plon. 

While these opOnitioiiB were in progresa, a French frigate 
iirrivcd at Newport witli a letter from Count de Grnsap, dated 
at Capo Francois in St. Domingo, stating that he ahould shortly 
sail from that place, with his whole fleet and three Ihonsand two 
hundred land troops, for tbe Chesapeake. This letter was re- 
ceived by General Washington on the 14th of August. It pro- 
duced an immediiite change in the objects o( the campaign. The 
engogcments of Count de Graase In the West Indies were such, 
that he could not promise Co remain on the coast beyond the 
middle of October. It being doubtful whether, with all the 
force that could be eoliectcd, and with the fairest prospect of 
ultimate sncccaa, the siege of Jfew York could be brought to an 
issue by that time, it was resolved at once to abandon that 
project, and proceed to Virginia with the whole of the Prcneh 
troopa, and such a part of the American army aa .could be spared 
from the defence of the posts on Hudson's River and in the 
Highlands. In this decision Count dc Rochnmbeau cordially 
united, and the march to the south began witliout delay. 

Cornwallis had advanced from North Carolina, formed a 
junction with the British detachment in tlie Chesapeake, and 
overrun the lower counties of Virginia; but he was cheeked by 
the active exertions and skilful manmuvres of Lafayette, whose 
generalship and prudent condutt merited the greatest applause. 
This was peculiarly gratifying to Washington, who in case of 
failtrre, might have been censured for intrusting to so young an 



ofQccr tlic haznrdouH CKpi'rlnitnt of (encountering uno tii the moat 
experienced nnd accomplislicd goncrulB of the age. "Be assured, 
my dear Mnrqiiis," suid Wiwhingtoii in writing to liim, "your 
conduet meets my warmuat approtiiition, as it must that of livi^ry- 
body. Should it over be enid, that my attachment to you bi:- 
traycd me into partiality, you haye only to Hppeid to facta to 
refute any such charge." Count de Vergenties bore similar 
testimony. In a letttr to Liifayette he suid; °I liave followed 
you stop by nlep through your whole campaign in Virginia, and 
ahould often havu trembled for you, if I had not been conlicltnt 
in your wisdom. It requires no common ability and stiU to 
enable SL maa to sustain hinisolf as you have, done, and during 
so long a time, biifore such a geufral as Lord Cornwallia , who 
is lauded for his tnlcnta in war: uud thia too, with such a great 
disproportion in your forces." The minister of war was also 
commanded by the King to e.xpn;SB the royal approbation in the 
warmest terms, and to assure Lafayette of his boing raised to 
the rank of field-maralial in the French army, when bia services 
should be no longer required in the United States. 

It was tbe first object of Woahington and Rocbambeau to 
act against Cornwallis in Virginia. Should that general retreat 
to North Carolina, it was then intended to pursue him with a 
part of the combined army, and to embark the remainder on 
board the French duet, and proceed with it to Charleston, which 
wns at that time held by the British. The two armiea eroBsed 
the Huficon at King's Perry, and marched by different routes to 
Trenton, and thence through Philadelphia to the Head of Elk. 
The stores and baggage, with one regiment, passed down the 
Delawnro by water lo Christiana Creek. Sir Henry Clinton was 
of course ignorant of the expected approach of Count da Grasac 
to the Chesapeake, and much tinesse was ussd to miaguiiie and 
bewilder Iiim in regard to the design of these movements ; it 
being apprehended, that, auspceting the real object, be might 
send reinforcements Co Virginia before the arrival of the French 
fleet. Accordingly fictitious letters were written and put in the 
way of being iutcrcepted, and a deceptive provision of ovens, 
forage , and boats was mada in New Jersey, by which the BriUah 
general would be led to suppose, that an attack was intended 



from that quarter. These BtratnguniB were fliicCPflsCul (o the 
extent anticipated ; nnd the troops bnd made considerable prog- 
resB ;□ their march , before Sir. Henry Clinton was fullj" awnrc 
of their destination. 

Genera! Heath was left in itie i-iiniTnnnd on Hudson'a Kiver, 
Tlie moving army waa put uniier the chargo of General Lincoln. 
The soldiers, being moslly from the eastern and midiUe States, 
marched with reluctance to the southward, and showed strong 
symptoms of discontent when they passed through Philadelpliia. 
Tliis had been foreseen by GencraL Washington, and he urged 
the Superintendent of Finance to advance to them a month's pay 
in hard money. But tliero was no sucli monry in tlie trenaury. 
Mr. Morris succeeded, however, in borrowing for this porposa 
twenty thouaand hard dollars from the French commander, wliich 
he promised to return within thirty days. 

General Washington and Count de Rochnmbcau preceded 
the army; and the former, after stopping for a sliort time in 
Philadelphia, hastened forward (o Mount YcrooQ, which lay in 
his route. This enaual visit was (he Brut he had paid tn his 
home since he U-fl it In attend the second Continental Congress, 
a period of six years and five months; ao entirely had he sacri' 
ficed his time, personal interests, and local attBcbmenls to the 
service of bis country. Nor did he now remain any longer than 
to await the arrival of Count, de Rochambeau, whom ho had left 
at Baltimore. The two generals then made all haste In the 
head -quarters of Lafayette's army near Williamsburg, which 
tbey reached on the Idth of Septembei-. 

In the mean time Count ile Grasso, with his whole fleet, 
cousisling of twenty-sin ships of the line and several frigates 
entered the Chesapeake, after a partial engagement with Admi- 
ral Graves oil the Capos. He had also been joined by the Count 
de Barras, with the French squadron from Newport. Three 
thouaand men from the West Indiea, commanded by the Marquis 
de St. Simon, had already landed, and united with Lafayelto. 
Transports were immediately despatched tip the Chesapeiite , to 
bring down the French and American troops from the Head of 
Elk and Annapolis. For the purpose of concerting meaaures 
for a coBperation between the naval and land forces, the two 



commanderfl held a eonterenoe with Count de firiiBse on boarJ 
thi! VUle de Paris at Cape Houry. 

Liirii Comwallis, fxpueting iiiil from Sir liunrj- Clinton, 
anc! hoping tlii.' lirit.isli farcu al Bi-a wuuld he supcriDr (u the 
French, had taken pOBBeBHion of Yorktown and Gloaecster, two 
ptaei'H Btparated by York Iliviir, and ni'nrly opposite to I'uch 
othyr. The main part of his army was at Yorktuwii, uruund 
whith he threw up strong works of difonce , and prupurcd to 
BUBtaiu a siegp. Tii thiB extremity he was at Itngth reduti^d. 
All thu troops liting Bssembled, Ihy American and French gen- 
erftls marched from the encnmpmi:nt ni.>ar Williuinebnrg, and 
tomplet*ly inveatL-il Yorktuwn on the 30th of September. The 
Americans weri' etiitiuned on the right, and the French on the 
li^tt, iu ft semicircolur line, each wing reating on York llivcr. 
The post at Gloucester waa InvuBttMl hy Laiuun's legion, marinLa 
from the ftect, and Virginia militia, under the command of Al, 
da Choiay, a brigadier-general in the French service. 

The siege was carried un by the usual process of opening 
parallels, eroding bntteries, firing shot, throwing Bhclls, and 
storming reiioiiblB. The enemy were neither idle nor Inpffielent 
in their efforts for defince and annoyance. The principal event 
was the storming of tivq redoubts at the same time; one by a 
party of the American light infantrj', the other hy a detachment 
of French grenadiers and chasseurs; the former headed by La- 
fayette, the latter hy the Baron de Viomenil. They were bath 
successful. The bsbu Slants entered the redoubts with the 
bayonet, in a brave and spirited manner, under a heavy fire 
from the enemy. The advanced corps of the American party 
was led by Colonel Hamilton, "whoso wefl-tnowa talents and 
gallitntry," said Lafayett*' in his report, "were mast conspicuDua 
and serviceable." Colonels Laurens, Gimat. and linrher were 
also distinguished in thin cnEQult. 

The beaiegi rs pushed forward (heir tri nehcs , and kept up 
an incesBant fire Ji-om their batteries, till the ITlh of October, 
■when, about tim o'clock in the mDrning, the enemy beat e. 
parley, and Lord Cornwallis sent out a note to General Wash- 
ington proposing a ccssntion of hostilities for twenty-four honrs, 
and the appointment of commisEjoners on each side to settle the 



for ^deri.g th. po.U of Yorktown aud GlonecBter. 
^ reply General Washingtoa requested, that, aa a preliminary 
itep, his Lordship would communiMto !n !« *i. T™"""' 

I I, ■ tomrauniMte m rating, the tenns on 

ziz" " ™ •"-«•" 

The basiB of a capjiuktion, furnished by tl,,- liritish ffcn 
eral, wm, that the garrieons should bi. prisin.T- ■ f war with 
the caitoniMy LonorH: that tht- lirltish and G m -n i ' 
should be Bent to Eun.pL.. uiid.^r an CEp:Pg,.„Knt n< t to 
agamBtFran.,. An.m.n „ll n.i.as.,! orV.ohang.d, that all 
"'"'"I'l I"' sm^o up; that the officers and 
BO d, ra shou M r,.i:un tlu-W pHvale property; aod that the mtcr- 
T.^*"^*!" "^"i' capacilj- should bo attended 

K). ihis lust ilfluse was designed to protect the traders and 
oth.;r Am.;rjt.ma, who had ioined the enemy. 

Some of tliese points not being admiBsibW, General Wa*h- ' 
ington transmitted an answer the next day, in which he eketched 
the outlineji of a capitnlatwn, and informed Lord Cornwailis 
that he wflfl ready to- appoint commisgionewi to dige-t tlie ar 
hcles. AH the troops in the garrigona were lo he prisoners of 
war, and marched into snch parts of the rotintry i= cculd moat 
conveniently pronde for their 8uhsisten.-e- the 'irt'll Tv nmis 
accoDtrements , military chest, and publii- -ii-r,.^ wiih the 
shipping, boats, and all their furnitTiro and nppsr"! were to be 
ddiyeml up; the ofhcer« retaining their side-arms, and both 
the >.fhc.r,= and soldn-rs preserving thi'ir baggage and effects, 
cxc,:pf =u(;h properly as had bci^n l^lcn in the country, which 
was to b, rnKiimid. The surrendenng army was to receive the 
same honors a^ h.id been granled by the British to the garriaon 
of Charleston. Lpon thes,- general terns a treaty was fio^ 
«lja=ted, the commissioners being Colonel Lanrena and the 
Visconnt de Woaflle. on the part of the Americans and French, 
and Colonel Doiidu «nd Major Hoss on that o£ the BritUb 
The artielQi ol eapHuhtion were signed on the 1 9th of Oetober, 
1 T 8 1 , and m thoaftemoon of that day the garrisoui marched oat 
and snrreDdered' their aims, 

The teden with&i Ue enemy's ItDea were not r^uded aa 
priBonera, and they were allowed a oert^ time to dispote of 
17 
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ftna stores vm m> return ana 
DB gn&n op. ^ 

Bomcnhat over seven thousaod men; and the Britiih low daring 
the aiege was bi^tween five and atx bandred. The combined . 
army cniplnyGcl id tlic sioge consisted of abont seven thousand 
Annirican rrgiilnr troops, upwiircls of dye thousand French, and 
four thousand militiii. The loss in kilUd and woundL-d was 
abont thn o lmndn.fi. Tilt land forcPB surroiiiicred to General 
Washington, and became priaoni*rs to (..ongress; but tho 
seamen, ships, and naval equipments, were assigned to the 
French admiral. 

The success was more complete, and more speedily attain- 
ed, than had been anticipated. The capture of CornwalliB, 
irith so large a part of the British armj in America, occasioned 
great rejoidnga throughout the conntiy, as affording a deoisiTe 
preaago of the favorable termination of die war. Congress 
passed a special vote of thanks to each of the comnMndeia, and 
to the officers and troops. Two stands of colors, taken from 
the enemy at the capitulation, were given to General Washing- 
ton, and two pieces of Geld-ordnance to Count de Eoehambeau 
and Count dc Grasse respectively, as tokens of the national 
gratitude for their services. Congress moreover rBSolved to 
commemorate so glorious an event by causing n marble column 
to be erected at Yorktown, adorned with emblems of the al- 
liance betireen Franoe and Uie United States, and an inacription, 
containing a narrative of the principal incidents of the siege 
and smrender. 
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Guiiiral Washington , believing a mosf favomblf oiipcir- 
tunity now prcaenttil itself for following up this auccens hj- nn 
expeillciati against Charleston, wrote a letter to Count lia GTasna 
tho day after tbo capita] atioo , requesting him to join in it with 
his Bimt. lie also went on board Ibe admiral's ship, as well to 
pay bis respi'Cta and offer liia thanks for wbat had already been 
done, as to explain and enforce the practicability and importance 
of this plan. By the instructionH from his court, and by bis 
■engagements to the Spaniards, Count de Graaae was bound to 
return to the West Indies witlinut delay, and thus it wob not in 
his power to auccde lo the proposal. It was then Buggcsttd, 
that he should traoaport a body of troops to Wilmington, in 
North Carolina, and land them there while on his voyage. To 
this he at first made no objection; but, when he ascertained 
that there would be a difliculty in landing the men without 
running the risk of dividing his fleet, or perhaps of being driven 
off the coast with the troops on board, he declined the under- 
taking. Lsfayiilte was to eommanU this cxpeiiiliun ; and the 
purpose of it was to take a British post at Wilmington, and 
then march into the interior and unil<i with the sonthern army 
under General Greene. 

Tho troops commanded by the Marquis de St. Simon were 
embarked, and Count do Graaao set sail for the West Indies. 
Before bis departure, General Washington presented him with 
two beautiful horses, as .i tialimony of personal consideration 

As nothing further could be effected by the allied forces 
during the campaign, a detachment of two thousand men, com- 
prising the Continental troops from Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia, was put under General St. Clair, with orders to 
reinforce General Greene at the south. The troops belonging 
eastward of Pennsylvania were transported by water to the Head 
of Elk, whence they marched to their winter cantonments in 
New Jersey and near Hudson's River. The French army re- 
mained in Virginia till the following summer, the head-quarters 
of Count de Rochambcau being at Williamsburg. 

The prisoners were marched to Winchester in Virginia, 
and Fredcricktown in Maryland; and a part of them aubac- 
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qoead; to Laaca^ter in PenQiylvKiia. Lgnl OomvaUis, and 
tbc othsi princ^Bl offioera, ireot by sea to N«v ToA on 

All tboiB afiWiv b«»g anwige4) CImothI Wwldngtoii 
7orlEtowii (w tbo Sti^ of Xmember. Tlie atune d«j ha anhed 
At Eltliam, Ttb^ ha prexnt at the deadi ol Ur. CnitH, 
the only Boo ot lUie. WvHtingf^a, Bfl ftt^qd tbwB a taw (Ug» 
to mingle his grief with that of the aCUcted vidow mA nolliet. 
The occasion was not less trying to hi* sjispaAy than to hi* 
eonsibility, for he bad watched over the childhood and youth of 
tiic <lfcua9eii witli: a, pntcrnnl nolioitiide, and afterwards ssBocia- 
tod with hiiu us a companion , who possessod hlB confidouco and 
cBtpeiH, II)-. Ciislif waa -.i meinber of the Virginia legislature, 
and inuub reepu^^ted for his public and private charaot^. He 
died at the age of twonty-ojght, lAAViag four infant obUdreai 
the two youngeBt of whtHV., H (oa and danghter, ireM adapted 
by General Waahingtan, and they rended in hia fantSy till t^ 
end of bis .life. 

. From SUtbani he prucuudvd by the way of Hoont Taram 
to Philadelphia, receiving and iinewering vanona pubUo ad- 
dreasea while on bis journey. The dny afl«r Iub arrival he at- 
tended Congreva, bL-iii|; introduct^d into thi: hall by two mcmbera, 
^d greeted with u congratulfitory jiddress (ly the President. 
He was r^tteated tu ruu^ain for .some tiuu^ in T hi hid el phi n, both 
that he might enjoy a respite from the fatigaea of war, and that 
Congress might avail themselveB of hia aid, in mafcipg fnpt- 
rations tqr rigorons and timely ejtoFta to draw every advantage 
from the recent triamph of -Qie allied anns. 



CHAPTER XKIX. 



FnpmiUioiu for uMiHtr Cim^Mfti MinmlnniM and tehntB bj Oomtal WuR- 
iBtkoa md Rptntena bj gan i tm. — Lth7*tte ntimt to RniBM. — Tin 
Alblr <■[ CapUin — BukimnliMH of tfas StiUi Ib iMrnMnr th* 

Ann, — Prspoul U Gannil WuhlBgisn w lUiDu Snpnina Pomr. uul 
hli Baplir. — au Gar Carlctoa (Itm RotiM, tint SiCDtUtloai tat 7«ia but 
bigiuL — Tba FnaeU Tmofii nnoeb tnaa VIi^Mi Join Banenl TuUnftata, 
xMnnrd* anhiik at BMtm. 

Fboh the BtaM of affiirs at fkis tlnte, both in Biuape and 
Amsnea, it Wai erident that the war could riot ba of Much longer 
duration. ConBidering, however, iho temper hitherto manifeated 
thy the British cabinet, and the spirit with which a htrge majority 
of the nation had sustained the ministerial measares, it waa 
generally aopposod that another campaign would bo tried. Thia 
WB« Waahington'a belief; and, in his cooioiuniciitions to Coogreas 
and to persons of inflaence in Tarious parts oF the cuuntry, he 
urged the importance of being fully preparcul. This he regarded 
aa the wisest policy in any event. If the war continued, tho 
preparations would be necessary; if it ceased, they would have It 
favorable effect on the negotiations for peace. 

He waa apprehensive, that the people, from a inistaken idea 
of the magnitude of the late saccees in Yirginia, would deceive 
AamSetvea with delusive hopea, and grow remiss in their efforts. 
•To prevent so great an evil," said ha, "shall be my study -anti 
endeavor; and I cannot but flatter myself, that the Btatos, rather 
than relaK in their exertions, will be stimulnted to lie most 
vigorous preparations for another active, glorious, and decisive 
campaign, which, if properly prosecuted, will, I trust, under the 
smiles of Heaven, lead ua to tjie end of thia long and tedious warf 
and set us down in the full security of the great object dt oai" 
toils, the establishment of peace, liberty, and indep«fid(mee. 
Whatever may he tfae pollpy of European coarts diiiiDg tJiia 
trinter, thsir negotiatloiM urili ptovA W p(«cari#iu a de^n^bctf 
Itv IM to tfutt tA. Otir wiidom ilionld dtctMa m KnoM frefi- 
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aration for irar, and, in tbat state, we shall find anrsdvcB in a 
situation secure against every event." 

Tbose scutimcntB met the tall concnrrcnce of Congress. 
Thuy rESolvc'l to kct]) up the Biiiiic military establish in ent na the - 
year before; imd to call on the States to eoniplele tliejr quotas of 
tTOops nt nn early day. Thoy votud new requiailions of money 
and supplies. These resolves were adopted willi a promptness, 
zeal, and unanimity, which had rarely been shown on former 
occasions. To aid in carrying them into effect, it was deemed 
advisable for the CBmmandcr-ln-ehief to write two circular letters 
to the governors of all the Slates. The first, rclnting to finance, 
was dated im the 9ad of Janunrj, 17 89, and contained arguraents 
for raising money adequate to tbe public e."iiBcne]ea , partlenlarly 
the payment and clothing of the troops. The second, dated a 
week later, exhibited the numbers and condition of the army then 
in tbe field, and urged the completing of the quotas according to^ 
the requisition of Congress. 

Other metlioda were also used 10 provide muana for prose- 
cuting the war. Succors continued to bo received from France, 
and, by the persevering application of Franklin to the French 
court, a loan of six millions of livres, payable in monthly instal- 
ments, WHS promised for the coming year. After the capitulation 
at Torktown, there being no prospect of further active service 
till the next campaign, the Jlnrquis de Lafayette obtained pormis- 
aion from Congress to return on a visit to his native country. 
Besides passing resolves complimentary to his character, zeal, and 
military conduct, Congress mude him the bearer of a letter to the 
King of France, in which be was commended to the notice of his 
sovereign in very warm terms. Much reliance was placed on the 
represcntatjons ho would make concerning the state of affairs in 
America, and on his inlluence to procure the desired assistance 
from the French government. Tbe ministers from the United 
Slates iuEuropi- were likewise iuatrucled to confer with the Mar- 
quis de Lafayette, and avail themselves of his knowledge and 
counselB. 

About the middle of April, General Washington left Phila- 
delphia and joined the army, eatabliahiog his head-qaarters at 
Kewhurg. He had hardly arrived in camp, when he heard of 



an ocouironce, which produced rouuli escitemcnt at the Ume, and 
led to consequences of considerflble notoriety, thoagh in thcm- 
ealvcB of little moment. The pnrticnLirs are these. Captain 
Huddy, an American ofBcer, who commaiided a amall hody ol 
troops In ilonmnuth County, New Jersey, wub taken prisoner by 
a party of refagccs, conveyed into New York, and put m close 
confinemenL A tew duys nltcrwards he was sent out of the eity, 
under the chart;e of Cnptiiin Lippencot, at the heail of a """DBr 
of refugees, by whom lie was hanged on tlic heights noarMiddle- 
towQ This wanton act oxuaperattd the people in tbe neighbor- 
hood! who inew and ^Bte^med Captain Huddy. Affidavits nnd a 
aUlenient of facta were fofwurded to General Washingtou. These 
ho laid before a council of officers, who gave it as t&elr unanimonB 
opinion, that tbe case demanded retaliation, that the punishraent 
ought to bo inflicted OQ tho leader of the party by which the 
murder was committed, and that, if ho should not he given np, an 
officer equal iu rant to Captiiin Huddy ought to be selected by 
lot from the Britisli priaoners. 

A rcprcsentallon of the faels waa accordingly sent to bir 
Henry Clinton, with a demand for the surrender of Lippencot. 
This demand not being compUed with, an ofGcA' was dosignatcd 
for retaliaUoB. The lot lell upon Captain AsgiU, a young man 
only uinetcen years old, who was then a prisoner at LanoasWr in 
Pennaylvaoia. The affair was in suapooae for several months. 
Although Lippencot was not delivered up, yet Sir Uonry Clinton, 
and his aufccasor Sir Guy Carleton, not only disavowed Ihe act 
as having bEBo done without authority, but reprobated it with 
unmeaaured BCTority. The subject waa referred by thorn to a 
court-maraal, and Lippencot was tried. From the developementa 
it appeared, that the guilt of the transaction rested mainly with 
tlie Board of Associated Loyaliala in New York, and tliat Lippen- 
cot acted in conformity with what ho believed to be the orders of 
ihe board. Henee he was acquitted, as not properly answerable 
for the crime of the act. ' 

When theSB cu^matouceB were made known, the wliole 
matter was laid before CongresB. ConBidering the ground taken 
by the Britiah commanders in disavowing and eenauring the act, 
added lo the irresponsible nature of Lippencofs conduct, General 



Wuhinghm inolined to release Captain AsgtU, and vbs dienp- 
pointed and diBsatioGed at the delay of Congress in coining to a 
decision on the subject. Meunwhilc the motber ot AsgiU, alresxly 
borne don'o witli faiuilj ufliittions, wliieh were inereased by the 
impeailing fate of her eon, n-Fotu a pattietic letter of interefssion 
tu the Prench ministry. Tbis was shown to the King and Queen; 
and it wrought so much on their feelings, that Count lie Vergennea 
by their direction wrote to General Wnshinglon, soliciting the 
liberation of Asgill. Although this communication arrived alter 
it had been determined not to insist on retaliation, yet it bad the 
eSect to baHten the proceedinge of Congresa, and by their order 
Captain AsgiU wrb ant at liberqr. 

Litde progress was made by the States in filling up thdr 
quotas of troops. When General Washington arrived in camp, 
the whole number of effective men in the northern army nns aome- 
wbat short of tan thousand; nor was it ninch increased afterwards. 
In &ct, after the capitulation at Yorktonn, Ibe conviction tras 
nearly universal, that the war would not bo pursued any further 
in the United States. The recruiting service consequentlv 
languished. Gelieveu tram danger, anu worn out uith iheir luug 
toils and saenBcCs. ibe penpie were riow in perceive, max large 
preparations would oe itie means oi procuring better terms of 
peace, anil seemed conienieu uitu tiie nresent nrosDccts. Neva 
arrived m the first part oi Mav. which inuicaced an approaobing 
change in the British cabinet, and symptoms of pacific maaaurea. 
FeaiAil otthe fSb^ Vbd^ this mtelbgence might produce, Wash- 
iogtoiL b>ok-'<)CoauQn' to esprese his own een&nents widioub 
TPttgm ft inrcular letter, ifhi«h he was juat at that time 
''HllMF*''"g to tliB governors of the States. 
■ >^^'^^pon the most mature deliberation I can bestow," he 
obaerved, 'I am obhged to declare it as my candid opinion, that 
the -measures of the enemy m all their views, so far as they 
respect America, are merely delusory (they having no serious 
intention to admit our mdependeoce upon its true principles), and 
ore calculated to quiet the minds of their own people, and recon- 
cile them to the continuance of the war; while they are meant to 
amuse the country into a lalsa idea of peace, to draw us from 
our connexioD vitii France, and to lull us into a state of secnri^ 
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and inactivity, wbich having tukcn pkce, the lainistiy will be [eft 
to prosecute tbo viar in other pnrts of the irorld vith greater 
vigor and effect. Even il' (be nation and Parliament are raally in 
earnest to obtuia peace with America , it will undonbledly ho 
wisdom in ns ti> meet tliem with great caution and circumapectian, 
and by all means to ket'p our arms Sim inourhande, and, inatoml 
of relating one iota in our exertions, rather to spring forward 
with redoiibli'd vigor, that we may lake tbe advantage i)f every 
favorablo opportunity, until our wishes arc fully obtained. No 
nation ever yet suffered in treaty by preparing, even in llie mo- 
ment of negotiation, most vigorouily for the field," 

The disoontenta of the officers imd soldiers, reapecting the 
arrenrages of (heir j)a7, hod fur some lime increased; and, there 
being now a prospect, that tbo army would ultimately bo disbajided 
without an adequate provision by Congreas for meeting the claima 
of the troops, thesu discontEnla manifested Ihemaelves in audible 
murmurs and comptainta , which foreboded scrloua consequences. 
But a flpirit still more to be ilreaded was secretly at work. In 
reflecting on the limited powers of Congresa, and on the bnck- 
wardnesa of the States to comply witli the moat essential reqni- 
sitiona, even in aiipporC of their own interests, many of the officers 
were Jca to loox tor tne cause in ttie lorm of government, and to 
diatruat the atability of republican inatitutiona. So far were they 
i^nrried by their fears and apeculatinns , that they mcditateil the 
establiahmeot of a new and more energetic ayatem. A colonel in 
the army, of a highly respectable character, and somewhat ad- 
vanci^d in life, was made Ibe organ for communicating their 
sentimentB fo the Commander-in-chief. In a letter elaborately 
and skilfully wrilleri, after describing the gloomy stale of affairi, 
the Gnanoial difficulties, and the innumerable enibarrassmentB in 
which the country had been involved during the war, on account 
of its defective political organization, the writer adda; 

"Thia must have ahown to all, and to military men in. 
particular, the weakneBa of republics, and Ibe exertions the army 
have been nblo to make by being under a proper head. Tlioreforo 
I little doubt, that, when the benclitB of a mixed govemraent are 
pointed out, and duly conaidered , such will be readily adopted. 
In this caao it wiU, I believe, be nncontroverted , that the same 
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kftOitieB, wliich ham led ui Umnigfa diffienllieB, ^■ien% iiiaar- 
monotablQ hnman pover, to Tictory and glory, thoie qnalitiesi 
that lure merited and obtained the tmiyersBl esteem and Tenenttioa 
of an amy, Honld be most likely to condnct and direct m in the 
Bmoother patliB of peace. Some people have bo connected the 
ideas of tyranny and monarcliy, as to find it very difEcolt to 
separate them. It may therefore be reqaieile to give the head 
o£ sooh a eonstitntion, as I propose, BOnie title apparently more 
moderate; bat, if all other things were once adjusted, I beliere 
strong arguments might be produced for admitting the title of 
EiNO, irhidh I eoncdve wotd4 lie attended with some matenal 
adTantages." 

To this commuDication, as unexpected as it iras extraordinary 

in its contents, Washington replied as foUbws. 

■■NeivLiirg, MiiJ, 1782. 

"Sm, 

"With a mixture of great surprise and astonishment, I 
have rea.d with attuntion the sentiments yon have submitted to 
my perii9Hl. Be assured. Sir, no oocnrrenee in the coarse of the 
\rar has given mc more painful sensations, than your information 
ot there being siii'li iiliias existing in the iirmy, as jou have 
expressed, and I iiuiat "view ^vilh ul3hi>rrL'ii(^E: and reprehi-nd with 
severily. For tlic pr£;seiil, thi> communication of them will rest 
in my own bosom, iiiilesa some furtbnr agitation ol Ihc mattur 
shall make a disclosure necessary. 

"I am much at a loss to conceive what part of my conduct 
could bavo given encouragement to an address, which to me scemB 
big with the greatest mischiefa, that can befall my country. If I 
am not deodved in the kooirledge of myself, you conld not have 
fonnd a person to whom your schemes are mote disa{p«ari>le. At 
tiie same time, in justice to my own feelings, I must add, that no 
man possesses a more sincere, wiah to see ample justice done to 
the army than I do; and, as far as my powers and infiiienco, in a 
COnstitnUonal way, extend, they shall be employed to the utmost 
of my alulities to effect it, shonld there be any occasion. Let me 
coigure you, then, if you have any r^ard for your conntry, con- 
cern ibr yonnelf or posterity, or respect for me, to bamah these 
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thonghti from your mind, and never eomnmiioate, aa from jiomv 
ulf or any one etae, a aentiment of -the like nature. I am, 
Sir, Ac. 

'GsoBOK WJusantaTOM." 

Such was the language of WaBhington, when, at tlie Iiead of 
his unny and nt the hoight of his power and popnlari^, it was 
pi-oponeil to him to become a king. AEtcr thia indignant teply 
anil Btcrn rebuke, it i» not probable tbat an^ flirtW advances 
were made to him on the subject. 

Sir G117 CaHeton arrivod at New York early in Hay, and 
■nperseded Sir Henry Clinton as oonunander of tbe Britiah 
armies in America. Hia first letter to Washington was pacific in 
its tone, and ehovad, that at least a temporary change had taken 
place in the Bcntimcots of Parliament reqwcting the principles 
on which the war had been conducted, and the policy of continu- 
ing it. Nothing of a positive natnre woa commnnicited, however, 
till the beginning of August, when Sir Guy Carlcton again wrote, 
that lie was nulhuri/ed to give nofice, thiit negotiiitions liir a 
general pence had commcnct'd at P.iriB, and that the independence 
of the United States would be eonceded aa a preliminarj- step. 
From this time, theretrire, preparations for war cciieeil, and no 
flirthcr acts of hostililj- wt're committed by either party. It not 
being certain, nevertheless, that the negotiations would actually 
result in peace, no part of the American army was dismissed, bat 
the poatnra of deteooe was msintwned with the sane caution and 
-vigilance ■■ before. 

The Freneh tinops had continned in Virginia unee the 
ea^ntolation at Toi&town. "Diey marched to Hndaon's Kver, and 
formed a junction with the foroes under WasluDgton sbont the 
middle of September. The two annies had been encamped on 
the cast side of the river near Teiplanck'a Point more than « 
month, when the French marched to Boston, where a fleQt was 
ready to receive them, and sailed before the end of December, 
having been in the country two years and a half. The Baron 
de Viomeoil commanded the troops when they vent on board the 
fleet at Boston. The Coont de Rodiambean, accompanied hf the 
Uarqius de Chastellmt, sailed some daya later from Baltimoie. 
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General WMbington bad drawn die larger pari of hU may 
itma the river to Yerplmnck'B Point, more M a nark of conrtaa^r 
ta the allied troojis in meeting tbem tbere, than ft>r eay militaiy 
object; and, after their departnre, lie returned to Ua (ormer 
encampment at Newburg, where head-qnorterB continaed till the 
army waa diahanded. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

IT* (and ■ Hdnsrlal to Congnta Ths 

It ITtirbBig. — iBteltlganot iirlTti , thit ■ Truly of 
' i[ fntt. — Omsnl Wuhtaigton'i ataDmitta em- 
HHBl Of IlM ViHam. — Hh QmlR LtMu' M tta 
I Tdof ta 111* Hnlh. — Btpcln to Ooi^m at Ow 
KcquMt or IliM Body. — HU FanwoU Addnii lo tlit hiaj. — Tho BrilUi 
evsoiaie New Tork. — Vuliiiictaii toitni hi! Commlulsn, and ntlrai t« 
pilTntO Life ■( Mnnot TflODB, 

Thb winter being a season of inactivity, and the proaped 
of peace becoming every day lesa doubtful , the offieem and 
soldiers bad leisure lo refleet on thuir sitaation , and to took 
forward to the condition awaiting them at the end of lite war. 
Wlun thaj- coBpared Oeir long ■enioe* and stiffbringl wtfb tba 
ascrlficca of Utoae, who had been engaged wA^ in tfae pmsaite 
of private Iif«, and wSh Uto rewards hitfaerto raceivid, tiuy felt 
tliat dMj had claims, aa well on the gratitude and gMenosi^, 
aa on tbejtMiiee, of their country.- At the iame time, Tariona 
otrcDDutances conaplisd to make them apprehensive, that Ibeaa 
olaims woald neither be adeqnntely met nor dalf enimated. 
Congresa had no funds ; the States wore extremely backward in 
applying the only remedy by an effectual syatem of taxation, 
and the resource of foreign loans was nearly exhausted. It waa 
natarot, that tiiis state of thing*, added to long aireacagcs of 
pay, and acconnta nnaettjad and wMboat any aecority Kw a futnro 
liquidation of tbem, sb6tdd canae niticb ezetteoient and conoeni. 



In the aiDDth of Dccumbur, the nfficL-rs in camp iletennined 
(« iidilroBS Congress on tlie subject of their griovanoeB. A me- 
moriul was acoonlhigly drawn up, which was iiMdentooil to tx- 
pruBS the sentiiiiente of the army. It containod a ropnhsentation 
of thu money actually due to them, a proposal that the h»lf-pay 
for life should be comrauti'd for a epecific sum, and a roqueat 
that security should bn given by the government for fulfilling ita 
ungagemenls. The commutation it was bi-llcved would be more 
generally acceptable to the public than half-pay for life, which 
had always been opposed by n strong pni-ly, as favoring the 
idea of a pension list and a privili^gtd class, and as hostile to 
re|)u!)lican institutions. Three officers were duputtd aa a eoni- 
mitcec to carry this memorial to Congnaa, and instriicled to uae 
their endeavors to obtain for it a aucct'ssful hearing. 

The dissensions, which had long existtd in CongrCBS , were 
brought to bi?ar on this subject. Many o£ the niembtrs were 
dinpoHcd lo do ample justice to the army, and to all other public 
creditors, by assuuilng their claims us a Cunlinuntal charge, and 
providing for the settloiiicot nf Ibcm by a Coutinenlai fund and 
flf'CuritiuB ; while otheni, jvalouB of State rights and Stati! 
sovereignly, disapproved lliis course, and urged the plan of 
referring unaettlud bccouuib to tho respective States. Congreag 
t<K)k the memoriii! into consideration , and passed resolves in- 
definite in tiielr ehuraoter, and not such as were likely to answer 
the cxpectfttiouB or quiet tho uneasincBS of tho army. The 
claims of public creditors were recognised , but no scheme was 
suggested for tstablishiug funds, or giving security. On an 
estimate of the average ages of the officers, it was decided, that 
half-pay for life was equivalent to five years' whole pay; but 
tho requisite number of nine States could not be obtained in 
favor of the commulation. Apprehending a defeat, if they 
pressed the subject, and hoping that tho vote would ultimately 
be carried , the committee thought It prudent to delay further 
proceedings, and one of them returned lo camp with a letter 
containing a report of what had been dona. 

The representations thus communicated were by no means 
satisfactory to the officers. Disappointed and irritated, many 
of them were for resorting to meaaurea, which should convince 
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CongrcBB, not only ol th(> justice of tboir demacdB, but of their 
reaolution to enforce tlifiu. lluncu originated the famoas New- 
burg Addresses. At u private consulCation of auvcral afRcura it 
waa ugrecd, Clntt a meeting o£ tlio general and field officers, a 
iMimmiaaioned officer from each company, and a delfgali: from 
the uiedical BtaJI, ought to be called for the purpose ol passing 
a series of resolulioiiB, which should be fomurded to their com- 
mittee at Congress. On the 1 0th oi March a notificatiDn to this 
effect was circulated in camp, fixing the time and stating the 
object. The same day an nnonymous address to the army wns 
sent out, written in a strain of paastonatu and stirring eloquence, 
and extremely well suited to excite Ihc feelings ond rouse the 
spirit of those for whom it was intended. Foreseeing tliu fatal 
consequences that might result from an assembling of the officers 
under such circumstances , and at the same time deeply im- 
pressed nitb the justice of their complaints and the reality of 
their vTongs, Woahington bad a delicate task to perform \ but he 
executed It with his characlcrislic deciaion, firmness, and wisdom- 
He sought rather to goide and control the proceedings thus begun, 
than to check or discountenance them by any act of scvcritj'. 

In general orders the next morning, after censuring the 
anonymous paper and invitation us irregular and disorderly, he 
appointed a day and liour for the meeting of the officers, when 
they might "devise what further measures ought to bo adopted, 
as most rational , and best calculated to attain the object in 
view." This was followed by another aiionymoua address, in a 
tone more subdued than the former, but expressing similar 
sentimenia, and representing the orders as favorable to the pur- 
pose desired, the time of meeting only being changed. The 
Commander-in-chief, however, took care to frustrate the design 
of this interpretitlion by conversing iniiividuallj with those offi- 
cers in whom he had the greatest confidence, setting before 
theni in n strong light the danger that would attend a rash or 
precipitate act in such u crisis, inculcating moderation, and 
using his utmost efforts to appease their discontents , and per- 
suade them to deliberate without passion, and under a deep con- 
viction that the vital interests of their country were involved in 
the meuBurca they should adopt. 
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When the ofGccrB Ttcra OBHcmbled at the tiino appointed, 
Gunernl Washington addressed them in very impressive terms, 
reminding them of the cause for wbich tbey bad taken up arms, 
the fidelity and constancy with which they had hitherto devoted 
IbumBclvea to that cnuBe, and the sacred tniat which was stiU 
reposed in Ibom as the defenders of thiiir country's liberty; ap- 
pealing to the honor and patriotism, by which they liad flo nobly 
and generously shown tbemselvcB to be nctunted in the perils of 
the iiold, and amidst tbe unesampled Bnfferinga of a prolraetcd 
war; and imploring tlieiii not lo cimt n shade over the glory 
they had acquired, nor tarnisli their wtll-carned reputaliou, nor 
lessen their dignity, by an inleniperate or indiscreet act at the 
moment when the great object of their toils was achieved, and 
the world was loud in its pmise of their valor, fortitude, and 
Buccuaa. Ho acknowledged the equity of their claims, and the 
reason ahleneSB of their Complaints; but he di'preentud the idem, 
that on thi,^ account they should distrust tbe plighled faith of 
their country, or the intentions oF Congress; expressing bis tirm 
belief, that, before they should he disbanded, every thing would 
be adjusted to their satisfaction; and pledging himself, from a 
sense of gratitude for their past services, and from tbe attach- 
ment he felt to an army, which had adhcrei! to him in every 
vicissitude of fortune, to employ nil hia abilities and bis best 
exertionn lo procure for tbcm complete justice, as far as It 
could be done conBistently with thy great duty he owed to his 
countrj-, and to the authority which every citizen was bound lo 

After speaking these sentiments, and others of a similar 
tendency, auiteil lo sootlie their ft-eiings aud inspire confidence, 
lie retired from the nsBeinbly. The deliberation of the officers 
was short, and their decision prompt and unanimous. They 
passed resolutions, thanking the Commander-in-chief for tbe 
course he had pursued, and expressive of their unabated attacb- 
raent; and also declaring their unshaken reliance on the good 
faith of Congress and their country, and a determination to bear 
with patience their grievances till in due time they should be 
redressed. A full account of the transactions was transmitted 
to Congress and published in tbeir journals. 
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.n^ti'Tbe iDOidentB are aleiri; and bncnr nUled hy Oenenl 
WaBhingkin m ft letter to Governor HamsOD of Virginia, wnttcn 
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the army, rfliiu™ to tlii: provision wlucli is to W iumIo lor them 
hereafter. Although a firm reliance on the inli'gnlv of Con- 
grees. atiu a belief that the public woulu finullj' <io instiee to all 
its BCrvantB and give an ladisputable seeurity for ibc pa.}'me[it of 
tiie half-pav of the ofhccra. had kept them amidst a varietj of 
nffenngs tolerably quiet and contented for two or three yean 
paat; jet tbe total want of fay, the little proapeet o{ recdving 
any Irota the nnpromUing state of the public finaneea, and the 
alnolnte areraion of the Stales to establish anj' Continental fnnds 
for tte payaent of the debt duo to the army, did nt the close of 
the laat campaign excite greater iliBconteDts, and threaten more 
sorions and alarming consequences, than it is easy for me to 
describe or yon to conceive. Happily for ns, tlie officers of 
highest rank and greatest couaiderfttion ioterpoaed; and it waa 
determined to address Congress in nn hnmbln, pathetic, and 
explicit manner. 

"While the aoTcreign power appeared perfectly well dispos- 
ed to do justice, it was discovered that the States would enable 
them to do nothing; and, in this state of affiiirs, and after some 
time spent on the business in Philadelphia, a report was made 
by the ddegate* of the army, giving » detail of the proceedings. 
Before this could be folly oommnnicated to the troops, irhile the 
minds of all were in a peculiar state of inquietude and irritation, 
an anonymous writer, though he did not step forth and give hia 
name boldly to the world, sent into circulation an address 
to the officers of the army, which, in point of composition, in 
elegance and force of expression, has rarely been ei|UHlled in 
the English language, and in which the dreadftil nlternative 
mas proposed, of rellnquishiog the service in a body if the 
war continued, or retaining their arms in cose of peace, 
nntil Congress sbonld comply with all their demands. At 
the tame time, and at the moment when ihmr minds were 
inflamed by the most patlietio vepreaentatiom, « general 



meeting of the officers ivas sumiuoucd by another an ony 1110113 

"It Ib iiiipoBsibli; to SBV what woulil have been the conse- 
quences, had Che author Eucceedcd in his first plau9. Bat 
iiieasnrca bnving becn'taken to postpone tlie meeting, so ns to gtve 
tune for cool reflection and counteraction, the good sense of the 
officers has tcnnmated this affair in n manner, ivhich refieota 
ilie greatest glorj' on themselves, and dem.inds tlic highest cx- 
preaaiona of grntitudo from their eoiintry. 

Ihiis, hy the pi-udent measures of the Com nmnder- in- thief, 
the uxeitpment was alluycd. and traai|mllilv was vestoi-ed to the 
army. Nor did he di liiv to fullil the pk'dge he had made, writ- 
nip to (jongress with an .■arutfilni'Bs nnd force of argnment, 
which sliowed him to be moved not l^ss by his feelings, than by 
iL sense of duty in afserdng the riglitS nnd uist claims of those, 
who, to use his own words, "Imd bo lung, sti patiently, ami so 
chcerfidly suffered and fought under his direction, ' and urging 
,1 speedy decision m then- favor. Uis represenlutionEj and appeals 
were not disrogardeJ. The subiecl was again coasidered ill 
CougrcBB, and tho rcqiuaitc number of States voted for the com- 
mutation of half-pay, and for the other provisions solicited bv 
the officers lu their memorial.* 

In n, few days the jovful news arrived, that a prelinunary 
treaty of peace had been signed ot Pliria, The intelligence waa 
brouglit in a I reach vessel from Cadiz, with a letter from the 
Jfarrpiis de Lafayett*,', who waa then at that place jireparing for 
an expedition to the West Indies under Count d'Estaing. 
Shortly afterwards Sir Guy Cnrloton commuaiealed tlic same, 
as from ofliclal nillliority, and announced ft cessation of hos- 
tilitioa. A proclamation to this effect was made to the Ameri- 
can army on the 19tb of April, precisely eigbt years from the 
day on wbich the first blood was shed in this memorable contest 



AlthoAigli tlic militnrj labors ot General Wusliinf-ton wero 
now ilraiving to a closo, in the atfniiinicnt of tins grcnt object to 
■which he liad clt'voted hiuiBclf witli an ardor, constancy, eiidur- 
sncc, and BinglcnC9B of purpose, that had never been surpnesed 
by any commander, yet bis anxiety for the future was aearccly 
diminished. Tlic love of liberty, which bad prompted him to 
svcfa trials and disinterested excrtione in the canso of bis coan- 
-br. irai ennallT olive to the auccees ot that cause in traildins ut> 
ttto tabnc ot freedom on a firm ana anrabie basis. 

Tbe prcnaraiion t>i a man lor a peace esuibiishinenc. which 
had been EOLcitcu Dy uongress, nnti some preiiminaty arrange- 
menlH with the British commander in regard to the evacuation of 



can be supported. On tach of these topics he rciimrks at eon- 
ins in au respects wortnv ot tno su&icct. No nubiic addresB 
could have been better adapted to tne state ot the timea: and 
confing from such a soutco. its inflnanco on tha mmda oi tue 
people mtisc have been e^ectnal and moat ssintaij. 

jOany of the troops went home on fnriongh ; and (J«nerBl 
Washington, having little to do in camp till the anival of the 



definitive trtoty, rcsolvL'il to emplar the inttrval lu making a 
tour to the iiortliwaril . for the double purpose of gratifying Lis 
curioBity in visiting thu sccnpa of the late militflry operations in 
that (juarter, and of nscerlaiiiing from observation the naturnl 
rcBourcuB o( the countn-. In company with Governor Clinton 
he neecnded the Hudson to Albanj', and proceeded thence over 
the biittiefieIdH of Sarnloga, as far aa Ticonderoga and Crowtt 
Point. Turning then to tlie Mohawk Kivor, be extended Ur 
iourney westward to Fort Schuvler. lie was absent from New- 
burg nini.'teea days. Ever regarding the eondition and nlTuirs of 
hia country on a coniprchensrvo Bcnle, ond famg his thoughts 
on its importance as .1 nation, he saw, while on this tour, the 
ininiensc advantages that wouhl result from a water communica- 
tion between the Hudson and the great lakes, and behcved in 
Its praclicabdity- His hopes and his anticipations have since 
been rcabzed in the magnificent work, opening a passage for 
boats by it canal from the Iluiisou to Lake Erie, and effected by 
the i'nterpnse and wealth of Ibe State of Xcw York. 

AVlien ho returned to liewburg, he found a letter from the 
Preeideut of CongresH, asking his altendaiicc on that asaeinbly, 
then ID session at Prinoelaii. The obicct of this request was, 
to consult him on the arrangements for peace, and other public 
eoneerus. Widle he wits niakNig prepamliona to leave camp. 
Congress conferred on iiiin new honors. It was voted unanlmoos- 
Iv, that an equestrian statue of General Washington should ho 
erected at the plaoe where the residence of Congress shouhl be 
established, and that it should bo executed by tbc best artist in 
Europe, under the superintendence of the Minister of the United 
.Stati-'S at the Court of Versailles. 

Leaving the arniv under the immediate command of General 
Knox, the oEficera higher 111 rank having gone home by per- 
mission, Washington obeyed the summons of Congress, anil 
went to Princeton, where bo was introduced into tbe assembly 
while m session ^)^■ two of the iiierabets appointed for the pur- 
pose. He was then addressed by tbe President, who congrat- 
ulated bun on the aiiecesa of the war, in which he had acted so 
conspicuous and important a part. "In other nations," said tbe 
President, "manv have performed eminent services, for which 



ppciiiiar prnise IB dui.', lour eurvjiiva havK uvan tasuiiiiui in ac- 
nntriiiL' iiiiii ii.iuiiiiiniiiiii! inu iriiuiiiirn iiriii iii'ii'rimiiriicu (ii v<i[ir 
countrv. Thcv desirvu t!ie gi-altfiil acknowH-rigments ot a free 
nmi mifopcndent nation." To this ndiircss WaBhington renlied 
in Kie presuiice or i^onp-esa, nn»i iiifii reureri. ,^ iinuse vrus 
prm-idpd for mm at Rockr Hill, three or four (iiilts from Pi-incc- 
ton, where he rcsiiitu. hoiiimg inntircnui'S irom iiiue lo time 
with eommiitefis anu roeuiuors c,j i,ongrL.ss, ana giving counsel 
on Mich BiibipotH as were referred to liis considoriition. 

A largo pure oi the oicieers iiim fioiaiera iiad been permuted 
riiiniiir [tie Rummer lo recirii irom me iirmv iiii iiiriotiirii. iiiiu 
I •nuL'ri'Mfi iSHuu'l a iireriiLiiinmiii . imi ilii.' i ttiii or uei<]tiei'. 
rhfu-giiig tiiem from further service, niiu nil ntiiers wiio hiLU been 
engnn'cd to eerre (luring the war. Tiiu nrrav was thus in. effect 
diabanUed. A small torcc oiilv was retained, consisting ol such 
troops as bad been enlieted for a defiiiilc time, till tbe peace 
eHtabliHimiuiil fsliouUt be ontariir.eil. 

Thia proeiamation was foliowe.l bv tieiifval WnshinL'toirs 

III IMS iiriiiriiiirn iiiiu uh omirTH, iiiiiii iiin eiri'iiiiir n^ner ui iiii: 
Stiller, To his cordial and elTccHoiiale thanks for the devoted- 
ncsa of the officers and aoldioi-a to bim throuirh the war. and for 



rest asmirt-d, that moeb , very imieli , „f tbe future happiness of 
the officerB and men will denend iii.Qu tlu' wise and manlv con- 
unci. WHICH ftiaii ui; rmutiUM iiv uiem wiicii liwv arc iliiiiiricd 
with till? L-reat bodv of the commuiiitj'. And. although the Gen- 
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rode nt the head of the proct'ssion on liorsiibttek. Thvu canic in 
regular succesBioii the lieutenant-governor aiirl members of tlie 
conncil ^ General Knox and the officers of the army, the speaker 
of the ABsembly and dtizena. Th^ were escorted b; a body 
ot Westchester light-hone, as a compUment to the Governor anf 
civil authority; the Continental military jurisdiction being sup- 
posed to have ceased, or at least to have been suspended ia 
deference to the civil power of the Slate. Governor Clinton gave 
a public entcrtajument, with which the transactions of the day 
were closed. Perfect order and quiet prevailed from the be- 
ginning to Idi' enii , and no untoward incident occiufred to mar 
the interest of an oiicasion, ivfiich liad been ao long wished for, 
and was so joyfully wdcomeii. 

A trial of feeling now awaited the Commander-in-chief, 
which for the moment was more severe and painful, than any 
he had been called to bear. The time had arrived, when he 
was to bid a final adieu to his companions in arms, to many of 
whom he was bound by the etrongest tics of friendship, and for 
all of whom he felt a lively gratitude and sincere regard. 'Thia 
aSiecting interview took place on the Ith of December. At noon, 
the principal officers of the army assembled at Frances's tavern, 
soon after which their beloved commander itritered the room. 
Hia emotions were too strong to be coitcc:aleiI. Filling a glass, 
he turned to them and said, 'With a lioarl tiill iii love and 
gratitude, I now take leave of you; I most devoutly wish, that 
yotir latter days may be as prosperous and happy, us your for- 
mer ones have been glorious and liDnorabte,' Having drunk, he 
added, 'I cannot come to each of yuu to take my leave, but 
shall be obliged if each of you will come and take me by the 
hand.' General Knox, being nearest, turned to him. Well- 
ington, inciipable of utterance, grasped his hand, and embraced 
him. In the same iiITectionate manner he look leave of . each 
sncceeding officer. The tear of manly sensibility was in every 
eye; and not a word was articulated to intermpt the dignified 
silence and the tenderness of the scene. Leaving the room, he 
passed through the corps of light infantry, and walked to White 
Hall, where a barge waited to convey him to FanloB Hook. 
Xhe whole company followed in mate and solemn procesnon, 
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barge, lie turned to tlie compaiiv . :iiin , Ins iv.u . um 

tbem a silent adieu. £hcy piuci him i.n<s f.iav [iiiv(j\iHii:iic com- 
pliment; and, aftei the barge him n'lt iiumii, i chi-eriI hi iiii: same 
solemn manner to the place where they hau abaeinultd. ' 

CongreBE had adionnied from Pnncetoa to Annapolis in 
Ifaryland. WashiDgton travelled alowlv to that place, greeted 
everywhere on the road by the acclamations of bis fellow citi- 
zens . and the most gratifying tokens of their love mil respect. 
Ab he passed along. i»iiblic auuresses were presented to him 
by the legislatures of New Jersey. Pennsylyama. anu Maryland, 
the PLilosopliical Society and the Uniyersity in Philadelphia, 
c f tl ri r r « 

and y,ari,iiis inmrpnratml a^o.^mtions. Avrivid at tliL> seat of 
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reaiL'n the coniinissioa. witli which he had been houorud in the 
service of his countri'. This ceremony was performed m the 
Ilnll of Congress on the 2uu of December, all the memberB 
anu a large concourse of spectators being present; At the 
close of his address on this occasion, he said: ~ Havmg Qow 
finished the work assigned inc. I retire from the great theatre 
of aetion: and. biduing an affectionate farewell to this august 
body, under whose orders I have so long acted. I here offer 
my commission, and take my leave of all the employments of 
public life. He then advanced and gave hia commission into 
the hands of the President, who replied to his address. The 
ceremony being enucd. ho withdrew from the assembly, divested 
of ]iiB official character, and sustaining no otlicr rank than that 
ot a private citizen. 

The nest morning ho left Annapolis, and reached Mount 
Vernon the same day. having been absent m the command of 
thi: H.rniy somewhat more than eight years anu a hall, dunng 
which pcnoa he had never been at his own house exept bc- 
CKientalh- while on his way with Count ac Kochambesn to 
lorktown, and in returning from that expedition. 
• Ma«hall'« Ufi of WaMlOaaliMi, M ti„ Vol. H. p. 87. 
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In InlCTDBl NiiTi(iiiini. — TbCM Plani adopled by Hit BUM ol TlrginiB. — 
VSat ot On Mlrqnli de Ln&yette 10 Amerlu. — Wubiii(Un lefluei to 
anept • DoDHUon fram lh> BUIb ol VliglnJH, -~ Hli liberal AcU lor the 
Eoeeanttaent ot Eduotlon, — ApprovEs the Conntois of HDnllselDn'a 
SDhmM for fllTlUilog ud ChriatinuizLiiit tlie luchous. 

G&HBBAL WASatNGTON believed his career as a public 

man to be now at an end. He seems indeed to have formed a 
resolution never agun to leave bis retirement, onlesi oidled oat 
hj name great ezigenof' m the affiiira of hia oannb^, irhiob at 
that tune be ndtber, foresaw nor e^^ected. However much be 
migbt bave been gratiSed with the bonora bcatowed upon him 
hj his countiymen, with the success of bis long and unwearied 
services, and the applanse of the whole civilized world, it was 
nevertheless with a heartfelt delight which none of these could 
give, that he returned to the quiet scenes and congenial employ- 
ments of private life. For we may here repeat what has been said 
in a former part of this narrative, that no occupations interested him 
so much, or engaged bis thoughta so constantly, as thoge of the 
praotioal agriculturist. He was fond of adorning and improving 
Ha grounds as an amusement, and was devoted to tlie cultivation 
of bis liirmB, upon a thorough, economical, and systematic plan, 
both as a means of increasing his property, and as being suited 
to bis tastes and earij habits. 

Hjb. first care, alter, establislung bimsdf at Mount Vemon, 
was to examine minutely inta the atate ot his private aEEtdrs, 
wbicb had become deranged by bis long absence and the disorders 
of the times. Hia fortune was ample fbr a republican citizen, 
and a man who derived untlier consequence nor pleasure from 
display, but it bad necessarily su&red a ffiminntion during the 
war. Adhering rigidly to the resolution he had formed, when 
ba accepted the command of the army, not to receive any 
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TCmuncrallan from tbo pidflic, dther UL tte ahapc of pay or other 
pecuiiinry reward, he HOW oonudered it a duty to repair the 
loaauB he had Bustnined, as vrell by economy in hia style of living, 
as \)y all the aam\l cSorU to increase tho produclivcneea of bis 

Some of his countrymoo, ealimaling his servicos (o tbo 
public at tbcir just value, and knowing tbo icijury hie private 
afCairs had suffered in consequence of thent, hoped to change 
bis purpose of refusing pecuniary compensation. A few days 
before he resigned hia eommiaaion, tlie Supreme Executive Council 
of PenDsylTiniA sent the following instraoliona on this subject 
to the d^egatea in CongreM from that Stat«; 

'Though his Excellency Geneml Washington propoaes in a 
short time to retire, yet his illuatrioua actions and Tittues render 
his character bo splendid and veneraUe, that it ia highly probable 
the admiration and esteem of the world m^r make his life in a 
very conaidcrablc degree public, as mimbers will be deairons of 
seeing the great and good man, who has so eminently contributed 
to the happioeaB of a. nation. His very services to his country 
may thercibrc subject him to expenses, unless be permits iux 
gratitude to interpose. 

"We are perfectly acqnainted with the disinterestedness and 
generosity of his souL lie thinka lumaolf amply rewarded for 
all his labors and cares, by the love and prosperity of his fcUow 
dtizeuB. It is true, no rewards they can bestow can be equal to 
his merits. But tbej ought not to snflte those merits to be 
bordenspme to hia. We are coaviaced that the people of 
PeDOsylvania would regret anch a conaequence. 

"Wa are aware ol the delicacy, with which thia subject must 
be treated. But, leljing upon the good luoec of Congress, we 
wish it may engage their early attention-" 

These insbmetions were received by the delegates, and a 
copy was forwarded to Geiieral Washington alter lie had arrived 
at Mount Vernon. It was not , thought advisable to lay ihem 
before Congress, or take any steps iuifiUiiig thuni, Hiihuul his 
previous knowledge and approbation. In this case, as in every 
other, he acted conustently with Ua ohaiacter. He promptly 
dedined the iotended iavot. All proeeedings on tlie subject 
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were accordinglf stopped. There can be no doubt, that the 
aeDtiments of the Exeentive Conncil of FenDsylvaaia vould bare 
been respoodcd to by the whole nation, Bad that & liberal gi^nt 
from CoQgreBB would eTer^wbere have met witb a cordial asseot. 

The feelings of Wasbington, on being relieved from the 
solicitude and burdens of oflice, were forcibly expressed in liters 
to bis friends. "At length ," said be, in writing to Lafayette, 
'I am become a private citizen, on the bnnks of the Potomac; 
atid, under the shadow of my own vine and my own llgtrce, free 
from the bustle of a camp, and the busy scenea of public life, 
I am Boladng myself with tJioaa tranqnil enjoymente, of which 
the aoldisT, who is ever in pursuit of fiune, the stateBinaD, whose 
watchfol days and sleepless nights are spent in divising schemes 
to promote the welfere of his own, perhaps the ruin of other 
countries, as if this globe was insufficient for us ail, and the 
courtiin', who is always watching the countenance of his prince, 
in hopes of catching a gracious smile, can have very little oon- 
ceptiun. I have not only retired from all public employments, 
but I am retiring within myself, und shall bo able to view the 
solitary walk, and trend the paths of private life, with a licartfelt 
satisfaction. Envious of none, I am determined to be pleased 
with all; and this, my dear friend, being the order for my march, 
I will move gently down the Btream of life, until I sleep witb 
my fathers ." 

To General Enox he wrote; "I am just beginning to 
experience that ease and freedom from publio cares, which, 
however desirable, takes some linie to realixe; for, strange as it 
may seem, it is nevertheless true, that it was not till lately I 
could get the better of my nsual custom of ruminatiog, as soon 
as I waked in the morning, on the business of the ensLUng day ; 
and of my surprise at finding, after revolving many things in my 
mind, that I was no longer a public man, nor had any thing to 
do with public transaclions. I fed now, however, aa I conceive 
a wearied traveller must do, who, alter treading many a painful 
step with a heavy burden on bis shoulders, is eased of the latter, 
having reached the haven to which all the former were directed, 
and from his honsetop is looking back, and tradng with an 
eager eye the meanders fay whioh he escaped the qaiokaandB and 
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mires which lay in his way; and into which none but the all- 
powerful Guide and DUpenser of bonan events coald have 
prevented his falling." 

The time and thoagbts of Waahingtoa were now confined 
to his farms, and to such acis of Lospitality us were Jemaoded 
by the numerous visits from strangers iind hie ntquniatunccs, who 
were drawn to Mount Temon by motivus ut cnrioBliy, admiration, 
and respect. However onerous thcat visits might be, on some 
occasions, his honse was open to all tliat camo, and his personal 
civilities were so rendered as to strongthon ihe affections of his 
frionds, and win the esteem of thoac, who had known him only 
by his lame, and revered him for bis public character. And it 
is but just to say, that in all these duties Mrs. Washington 
perfoimed' her part with such discredon, asudnity, and courteqr, 
without ostentadon on tbe one hand or conatnunt on ihe oth», 
as, at tbe same time that it proved the goodness of her heart and 
her power to please, insnred the comfort and enjoyment of her 
guests, and convinced them of the domeE^i ir Imrn-ioin- iKiiiiiiiie^^n, 
that idgned in the mansion at Mount Vernon. 

In the month of September, 17 84, Washington made a tour 
to the Western country, for the porposc of inspecting the lands 
he owned beyond the Allegany Monntuns, and also of ascertaining 
the practicability of opening a communication between the head 
waters of the rivers running eastward into the Atlantic, and those 
that flow westward to the Ohio. The extent of this journey was 
NX hundred and eighty miles, the whole of which he travelled 
on horseback, using paek-horaoa for the conveyance of a tent, thu 
necessary baggage, and audi supplies as could not be procured 
in the wild and unsettled regions through wlilch ho was to pass. 
Ha crossed the mountains by the usual route of Braddock's Road, 
and spent several days in surveying and inspecting his lands 
on the Monongahela River, a part of which was occupied by 
settlers. Hia first intention was to descend the Ohio, as he had 
done in the year 1770, to the Great Kenhawa , where he owned 
B large tract of wild land ; but the hostile temper of the Indiana 
rendering this expedition haxardonB, and the motivB not bung 
strong enough to induce bint to nm riski) he advanced westward 
no farther than the Monongahela. Seinming by a drotutons 
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route, he pasBed tiiroujili t!ie beiU't uf lii," lyilderni^EiFi, first as- 
cending tbe Monongahcla Ilivt-r, unil tln^iicc traversing the 
countrj- far to tbe aciutli between tlie ridges of the Allegauy 
Mountains, ivith t!ie Bpecial view of deciding the question in his 
own mind, whether the Potomac and James Rivers could be 
connected hy internal navigation vith the irestern waters. He 
conversed on tbe snbjeet vith every intelligent person he met, 
and kept a journal in vrhioli he reogrded the reonUs of hia 
obaerratiotu and inqniriea. 

Hia thpoghtB bad been turned to Ouq enterprise before the 
Rerolntion; and, since the peaoe. be bad naed nnweoried diUgencs 
by an extenaive .coirespondenee to procure foct< reapecting the 
rivers falling into tbe Ohio from t}i« west, and into the great 
Lakes, and also the distances from various navigable points in 
those rivers and Ia.kca to the head waters of the alroams flowing 
■ towards the Atlimiic. Somi afk:r returning from big western 
tour, lie cuiuiuunid^ited to tbe governor of Virginia the fruits of 
his investigations in n letter, one of the ablest, most sagaciaus, 
and most important productions of his pen. Fresenting first a 
clear state of the question, and showing the practicability of 
fadlitafiDg the intercourse of trade between the east and the west 
bjr imprOTUlg and extending the water communications, ho then 
proceeds by & train of nnanawemble argument and iUustration 
to explain the' inunastt sdvant^es, that would ariae from ench 
a raesanre, in strengtheiiing the nmoa of the States, molti^yiug 
the reaonrcea of trade, and promoting the prosperity of the 
coantry. 

At tltis time tbe State of Yir^mat bdpg la^e and poweriol, 

atretchiog on one aide to tLe Atlantic ocean and on the other to 
the western waters, and having in its bosom two noble rivers 
descending from the summits of the AUi-gauica, lie thought llie 
most favorably situated for beginning tbe great work. Ho 
recommended, theretbre, as a preliminary step, that coramieeioners 
should be appointed to survey the Potomac aud James Rivers 
from tiduwater to their sources, and the portages between them 
and the principal weetem slreama, following these streams to 
their junolian with the Ohio, meaaoring with aocnracy the 
distances, noting the obstnictiona to be removed, and eBtjmatlng 
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tlic probaMe expense. lie also advised a eimilar survey of the 
rivers west uf tbt Ohio, as far as Detroit. "Tliese things heing 
done," said he, "I shall be mistaken if prejudice does not yield 
to facts, jealousy to candor, and finally, if reason and nature, 
thus aided, do not dictate what is right and proper to be done." 
The governor laid this letter before the legislature. It iras -the 
first suggestion of the great aystem of internal improTements, 
■wiatSi has smca been pnrsned m the United States. 

A short tame Ijefbre his losmey to the west. Washington 
had the satufacnon □! reeeiTing at Mount Tamon the Marqnis 
de Lahyefte. for whom he cherished the warmesE Siendship. 
heightened by gratitude for ifae d:sniterestednesB and ardor with 
which he had espoused ihe cause oi American freedom, and ihe 



honors by the legislature then m sossion. inev rttnmeii tosrecher 
to Mount Teroon: and. when Latavettes visit; was enni^Liiuctu 
Washington accoulpanieo hun on bis wav t,o Annapoiis. 

■ Ifi- aletter to' LBfsyette's Wile he said: "We restore the 
UarqiuB to yoa In good health. Crowned with Wreaths of love 
and respect from every part o£ the Umon." Xhe pnting of the 
wo friends was ASi»tmg, and showed the strength of the tiee- 
"hy whiah they -were united. As soon as he rescued home, 
Washington wrote to him as foiiows. "In the moment of oar 
separation, upon ihe road ss I traveued, and every hour since, 
I have felt all that love, respect, and attachment for you. with 
which length of vears. close connexion, and vour merits have 
iiispircu me. I ollen aanea nijseit, as our carnages aepnratoa, 
whether that was the last sight I ever should have of vou7 And. 
thouch I wished to sav No. my fears answered Tea. I called 
to minu the oavs ol mv vontn. ;in(i loimd thcv had long smce 
fled to return no more; that I was now descending the hill I . 
had oecn fiitv-two veara i;iimuing, anu tnat. though i was blest 
witli a gooa Cuustituuon, X ■wmt Ol u BtiOrt-livetl lamily, anil migbb 

soon expect to be entombed in the mansion of my fathers. These 
tiionghtB dsrkened the shades, and gave a gloom to the piotore. 
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ami conBcqtieiitlj' to my prospect of seeing j-ou again." This 
melancholy presage iraa fulfilled. They nercr met afterwards. 
But their attachment remained indiBSoluble, and Wuhington 
lived to ajmpathize in the misfortanes o[ his friend, and to have 
the consolation of nsing all the means in. bts poirer to leMiue him 
from the sufferings he so long endured in a erael imprisoninent 

The hopes of General Washington, in regard to bis invorite 
scheme of internal naTigatioit, were more than realized. The 
legislatni^ of Virginia, after dnly considering his letter to the 
governor, not only appointed the commission for aurreys, but 
organized two cempanii^s, Citlleil the Potomac Company and the 
Janie.^ River Coiiijiiiiiy, for the purpose of carrying the plan into 
efiect. They moreover toniplinicnted him -without a dissenting 
voice, by a donation of fifty shares in the formflr Company, and 
one hundred shares in the tatter; the Hfty shares being estunatcd 
at ten thonsand dollars, and the others at five thousand pounds 
sterling. Aware of his delicacy on the subject of receiving 
money from the pablio,. the legislating contrived to &ame the 
preamble of the act in audi language,, na, it was lioped, would 
remove bis Bcruplea. It is tliB desire of the representatives 
of this commonwealth t^i embrace every suitable occasion of 
testifying their sense of the unexampled merits of George Wash- 
ington towards his country; and it is their wish in particular, 
that those great works for its improvement, which, both as 
springing from'thc liberty which be lias lieen so inBtrumental in 
establishing, and ns encouraged by hia patrunagc, will be durable 
monuments of his glory, may be incite monuments also of tbc 
gratitude of his country." 

If he was highly gratified, ns he must have been, -with this 
public tesUmony of affection and respect, he was scarcely less 
embarrassed by it. Not that he hesitated, as to the course he 
should pursue, but the grant had been made in so liberal a manner, 
and from motives so pnre, that he feared a refusal might be 
regarded in an unfavorable l^li^ as evincing either ingratitude to 
Jiis Mends, or a disporition to gain applause by a almw of 
.dirintereatedncM, nnuaual if not tmneceuaiy. He stated his 
difSenlties freely in private letters to the governor, and to some 
-of the principal members of tlie le^alatore; declaring, at the same 
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tune, that ka could not, consiBteatljr with his pnnciples, accept 
tlie proffered gift in auch a vsy, that ha ghonld deme from it aay 
emolument to himself. A positive dcciBion nae- not required till 
the next aeeBion of the tegisl.iture. whew ha wrote officially to the 
governor declining the grant: Iiut. lest tlif opernitions of theaqn- 
panies ahonid be retardi^d by witlidriiwin^ the subacnptions for 
the shares, which tmd been niaili^ by ilie treasurer on his account, 
he siiiiRestcii. Ibiit, If Ibe AsBemblv elioulii think proper to subn.it 
to him the nppropnulniii ol them tor bouic obieet ol a public 
nature. ]ie ivonbl aeuept the trust. IIis pruposition was cheerlully 
acceded to: unil. by an aot ol the Assembly, the ahares were 
aasigueil to nuoli publir obieets. ns be should direct during his 
life, or by his last mid tustaiiicnt. 

- The purpose, which be first had in view, was the ancoumge- 
ment of edocatiou, and this purpose w«a oltimately accomplisbed. 
Some time before hts death, be made otci the Bharet in the James 
KiTer Company to an inabtntion in Rockbridge Councv, then called 
Liberty Hall Academy. The name has since been changed to 
WsBbrngton College. . The fifty shares in the Potomac Company 
he bequeath^ in perpelai^iovJlie endowment of a university in 
the District of Columbia, 'trodet the auspices of the government: 
and. il such a seminary ahoi^d npt be eatabliehed bv the Koverii- 
ment. the fuiiil was to increasa jtill it ahonid bo ndcqiiaH!, witb 
sudi Dthiir resources as might be obtained, for tlui ^iceompli^hiiiuiit 
ot the design. Tlie establuhing of a national university was 
always one of hia favorite echcmea. He recommended it in Ina 
mesEagcs to Congress, and often in his letters apoke of the 
advantages, which would be derived from it to the nution. 

It may here bo added, that he was a xealoua advocate for 
fldioala and literary instilutions of every kind, and sought to 
pnttnote dietai whmerffl an opporfnnity offered, by his poblio- 
addresses and by piivate benefaction;. In this siHrithe accepted 
the chanccllorsbip of William and Hary College, b^g eameatly 
solicited by the trusteca. In his ansircr to them, Accepting the 
appoinlment, he said; "I rely fully in your stremionB endeavors 
ior placing the sjslem on ^ch a basis, as will render it most 
beneficial to the State and the republic of letters, as well aa to the 
more eztenaive interetta ofhnmanity.and relipon." The chan- 
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ceUor's duty consisted chiefly id auggeating and approving moasares 
for tlie management of tbe college, and in recommcniling pro- 
feaaors anJ tfjiohera to fill vnc^iiicips in thi! dcpartmontB of 

The acts of r|j,iri(y by which lie ■inntnlmlpd fmm liis priviite 
means to foster cdncntion were not ten- nor small. During many 
years, lie gave fifty jiounds annually for tlio inatructiou o I indigent 
children in Alexandria; and by will tie left a legally of four 
thouBand dollars, the net income of which waa to be used for the 
same benevolent object for ever. Two or tbree instances are 
known, ID wbidi he offered to p&y the expenses of young men 
through thdr collegiate course. . When General Grente died, he 
proposed to take under hia protection one of the sons of hia 
departed Eriend, pay the charges of his education, and bring him 
forward into life, riirtnnatcly the circumstances, in which General 
Greene left his family, rendered this act of munificence and patenud 
care mmooeBflary. Other examples might be cited; and, from his 
Oautions habit of concealinp from the world iiis deed.s of charity, 
it may 1» presumed many others are unknown, in which hia heart 
and hia hand were open to the relief of indigent merit. 

The Conntcaa of Ilunliiigton, celebrated for her religioua 
cntbuaiasiti and liberal ebariliea, formed a scheme lor civilizing 
and ClirisliiiuiKing the Xorth American Indiana. Being ii daughter 
of the Earl of Ferrers, who was descended through tbe female 
line from a remote branch of the Washmgton famdy, ebe claimed 
felatioDslup to General Washugtou, and wrote to him several 
letters reapecting her project of benevolenee and pie^ m America. 
It vniB her design' to form, at her own charge, in the neighborhood 
of some of the Indian tribes, a settlement of iiiduBfrions emigrants, 
who, by their CKaniple and habits, should gradually introduce 
among them the arts of civilization j nnd mieaionariea were to teach 
them the principles of Christianily. Lady Huntington proposed, 
that the government of the United States slioitid grant a tract of 
vrild lands npon which her emigrants and miasioiiarics should 
establish themselves. A scheme, prompted by motivea so pure, 
and founded on so rational a baais, gained at once the approhation 
and ulnntenancB of Washington. He wrote to the President of 
Congress, and to the governors of HOme of the States, expressing 



favorttble aentimcnts of hn<\y Himtington's applieotion. Political 
and local reasons interfered to defeat the plan. In the first placy, 
it wua thought doubtful whether a colony of foreigners settled oa 
the western frontier, near the English on one side and the 
Spaniards on the other, irould in the end prove condueive to the 
public tranqnillitj'. And, in the next place, the States individuallf 
bad ceded all their i?ild lands to the Unioa, and CongtesB were 
not certain that the}' poeaeBBed pover to grant anjr portion of the 
ueir temtory for enoh an olgeot. Hence the projeot waB laid 
aaide, although Waahingbin offered to Isdlitate it aa &r aa he 
eoold on a smaller aeale, hj allowing settlers to occupy his own 
lands, and be employed according to Lady Bnntington's views. 



CILiPTER XXXIJ. 

Hablu. — HoDdDu'i atatne. — ConOlilitn o[ llie Coualiy mi Defects of Ute 
CoDMenBr. — Wuhlngton'i Bentlinsnti IhenoD. — flnl Stspa tonudi 
tBeeOBg a Kaform. — CwrrentloD nt Annapolii. 

Ih the spring of 1785, he was engBged for several weeks in 
planting bia grooods at Jlount \'ernon with trees and shrubs. To 
this interOBting branch of hti&baudry he had devoted considerable 
attention before the war, and during that period he had endeavor' 
ed lo cany out bit plans of improvement. In some of bis letters 
from camp, be gave minnte directions to his manager for rcmoviug 
and planting trees; but want of skill and other causes prevented 
those direotions from being complied with, except in a ver; imper- 
fect manner. The first year after the wur, ho applied himself 
munly to {arming operations, with the view of restoring bis neglect- 
ed fielda and commencing a regular system of practical agrioaltnre. 
He giadnally abandoned the cultivation of tobacco, nbich exhanst- 
ed his lands, ^and Snbatitnted wheat and grass, as better suited 
to the soil, and in the ^gre^te more profitable. He began a 
Q. wnUiwn>^ LUt- 19 
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new method of rotfitioo of crops, in irhkb he •Indied the parttcuUr 
qualities of tlie Boil in the different parts of his brme, causing 
nheat, maize, potatoes, oatB, grass, and other crops to sacceed 
each other iu the same field at stated times. So exact was be 
in this mediod, that he drctT oat a scheme in which all his fields 
were numbered, and the crops assigned to them for several years 
ia sdvance. It proved «o succcsHtul , that he pnrtaod it to the 
end of bis life , with occasional slight deviations by way of ez- 
pcrinlenl. 

Having thus arranged and sfsteniatizcd bis agricdtnral 
operBtions, he now set liininelf »t "-ork in pcrnt'st !•> execiitB his 
puiposA of plnniiriir iinu iiiira'mtii; iih' itiiiiimix avounu iiiu mansiaii- 
hoose. In the uivi'i^iiim in inn im wiiii;, aim nr. it ciiiisitiernmi: 
distance, was a vc^eiitaoK: cnnixni nnii on tJiu nciit. :ii iin mml 
distance, was anotner garden lor ornamental snruos. mams, ana 
flowers. Between tnese gardens, in IVont oi tne nouec. wus a 
spaciauB lawn, Rurroiinni>a nv amiciiiine wnikx. iii-vi>iiii iiii^ miv. 
dens and Inwn w<>rp mo iirciiiii'<i4. vcrv i^'ii'iv in itiii viinni' hi^ 
hegnn with lliu Inn-n. Hi:li.ii:litiir llii' i'Ikdivvi. fn-i-n troni tin' viiiiilit 

pentinc n-ullcs, arrnnmnrr i.iirni iii Niicti ii niiiiini r :ih hi iiruiiiii^e 
symmctr}' and >»>nii[,v in tiic m^niinii iiicci . niiuriniinrnnir m mm 
proportions fon'fii, irpvn, iivorLTCciiB. uriu llowmni; Hlinitis. iic 
attended persoiiitiiv 1.0 tii<t treiiM'tiuii. rcmuvui. imii tiJiiiit.niL' 01 
every tree; and ms Diary, whicn is very particmar &om aay to 
<1ay,tliroagb tiie whole procaas, provM that ha engaged in it -wMx 
intense mtereat, and anxiously watched eadi irae and ahocit tin it 
•bowed signs of renewed growth. Snch trees as were not fbnnd 
on luB own bnds, he cAttnned from other parts of the conntry, 
and at leogth Us dengn was completed according to bis wishes. 

The orchards, gardens, and green-houses were neict replen- 
ished with all the varietiea of rare fmit-trces, vegetables, shmbs, 
and flowering plants, which he conid procure. This was less 
eaol; aeoomplished; but, borticnltnro being with him a favorite 
puTBoit, he Gontinaed during his life to make new accessions of 
fmitfl and plants, both native and exotic Pruning trees was aaa 
of hb amnsonenia; and in tiie proper- season lie atighrbe sem 
almost daily in his gronnda and gardnia with a pnudng-hook or 
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other {iDrdciiltural implements in his hands. Skilful g;irilcnors 
were sought by him from Europe, wboBe knowledge snd experience 
«nabled htm to execote his plans. 

Although relieved from public carcB, he soon discovered, that 
the prospect, which ha had so fondl}' cherished, of enjoying the 
repose oE retirement, was much brighter than the reality. Writing 
to General Kaox, he said, "It is not the letters from my friends, 
nhich give me trouble, or add aught to my perplexity. It is 
refereaeei to old matters, with nhich I have nothing to do; appli- 
catioiu which oftentimes cannot be complied with; inqniries which 
would require the p«u of aa hiBtmian to tatia^; letteva of -compU- 
mmt, as iHimmning pwbaps as they are trotddeionie, but which 
most be attended to ; and the commonplace buainess, whioli enqiloyi 
my pen ind ny ttwe, often disagreeably. Indeod then, wiA 
company, deprive me of e-MtrclHU, a.nil, unless I Mn <d>tdi) relief^ 
mtut be prodaotive of disugruenble ronseqaenees." The -appli- 
cations, of which he complains, were (^hiudy I'rora ofSeers or other 
persons, who had been connected ivith the army, and who wished 
to obtain from him certlfieates of character, or ol' services rendered 
during the war, or some other statement from bis pen, for the 
purpose of BubstanUating claims upon the government. His real 
attachment to all who had served Authfiilly in the army, as well 
as hia humanity, prompted him to comply with tiiese requests; 
but in many cases they were unreaaonable, uid in all tronUesome, 
AS they required an examinUioa of kit vdmninoas papers, and a 
reoorreooe to foots which often could not be eadly Moertaiaed. 
And then bis correspmideiiee on t^^ics of pablto interest, friendship, 
and civility, with peraoiiS'in Eorope and America, was very ex- 
tensive. Add to this, his piivate affoira, the iDSeping of accounts, 
and bis letters of business. For more than two years after the 
close of the war be had no cle^ or eeeretaiy, and be wai there- 
fore incessantly, .employed in writing. At length this labor was in 
some degree lessened by the aid of Mr. Lear, who became bii 
secretary, and resided in his femily many years on terras oi inti- 



The multitude of visiters at Mount Vernon increased. They 
came from the Old World and the New. Among them were 
foreigners of distinction, pf^cularly from F^wce, and other 
JO* 



-~ Digitized by Google 



292 

countrieB on the continent of Europe, bringing letters of intro- 
ductioQ from the Marquia de Lafsyetle, Count de Rochumheau, 
Coant d'Estaiog, and aomo of the other genoral officeri, who bad 
serred in Ameiica. The celebrated anthorees and cbampion of 
liberty, Cadierine Macaula; Giraham, profeBeed to have crossed 
the Atlantic for the Bole purpose of testifjing in person her 
admiration of the character and deeds of Washington. His own 
countrymen, in aveey part <>f tiis Umoiu M may well be supposed, 
wefe not leas earnest inth^ good irill, or less ruaiiy Ui jinive 
their ruspeet and attachments Some came to keep alive friendship, 
Bomo to ask counsel on'publio affairs, and many to gratify a natural 
and ardent curiositj. This throng ot visiters necessarily demanded 
much of his-time.; but in othtir reapccts the task of receiving them 
was made easy by the admirable economy of the household under 
the management of Mra.. Waahingt^in. 

His habits ware untfonn, and nearly the same as tliey had 
been preriouBly to themv. He rose before the ann, and employed 
himself in his stndy,' writing letters or readmg, ISI the hoor of 
breakfast. Wbea breakfut was xiver, bis horse was rea^ M the 
door, and he rode ta-hia £irmB Kid gave direationB for the day to 
the managers' and laborers. Horses -were likewiH prepared for 
his guests, irhenever they clioae to accompany him , or to amoae 
themselves by excursions into the cotialiy. Returning from his 
fields, and dcapatcbing auch business as happened to'be on hand, 
he vrent again to hta study, and continued there till three o'clock, 
when he was summoned to dinner. The remainder of the day 
and the evening were devoted to company, or to recreation in the 
family circle. At ten he retired io rest. From these habits he 
seldom deviated, tmless compelled to do so by particular circum- 
atanccB. 

The State of Virginia having resolved to erect a statue in 
honor of General Washington, the governor was anthorized to 
employ an artist in Europe to ezecnte it. Dr. Franklin and Mr. 
JefTeTBon, then in Farip, wereeommuuioned to select: the artiat and 
make the contra ot. They choae M. Hondon,.who was acoo anted 
one of the first atatnoriet of hit lime. It was the intention, that 
the Btstne shotild bear an exact reaemblaaee to the original. M. 
Houdon engaged in the undertaking with great c^thnBiasin, end 
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camo to Aiiierka in lli.^ same veeael, tlmt eonvtj-wl Di-. Franklin 
home from his long and brilliant mission to Frani^e. ilc was at ' 
Mount Vernon three weeks, in the month of October, 17 85, and 
modelled a bust of General AVashington , as exact in all its linea- 
ments as his skill could make it. The statue is a precise copy 
of the model, and is undoubtedly the beat representation of the 
-original that «riata. 

However much WaBbiiig;tOD was devoted to his privata 
pnmiits, so congenial to his taate and so exacting in. their alaipa 
on hit attention, yet neitiieT his zeal for the pablic good, nor tiie 
importmuty of'Ua eoRcipondents, would allow hia thoughts to *•' 
-witlidnwn from tfae political oouditioD of his ceuntry!, Hts^opinionB " 
were allied and his advice was sought by the patriotic Itaders ia 
the pnblic councils, and by sucb eminent persons. :ih had been bia 
coadjutors in the great work of independoncie , nlio now looked 
with coaoem opoo the system of nationul govcrnraont, whicli was 
confessedly inadeqoate to stand by its own strength, much less to 
sustain the Union of tbe States. This union had hitherto been 
preserved by the pressure of war. It was rather, t^'o last resort 
of a stem necessity, than the spontaneous choice of all the thirteen 
repnhlics. Peace had taken away its main props', and was fast 
^solving the slender bands by which it was bound together. 
Congress waa its centre- of action; and this body, imperfectly 
orgamzed, possessing little real authority, never confident in what 
it possessed, and often distracted by party discords, had become 
almost powerless. 

The confederation bad proved itself to bo defeclive in many 
points absolutely essential io the prosperity of a national govern- 
ment, if not to its very cxistenee. The most remarkable of these 
defects was the want of power to regulate commerce, and to 
provide for the payment of debis contracted by the confederacy. 
Without such power it was impossible to execute treaties,, fulfil 
foreign engagements, or cause the nation to be respected. abroad; 
and equally so, to render justice to public creditors at home, and 
to appease the clamor of discontent and disaffecdon, which a» 
glaring a breach of public futb would naturally raise. 

It was evident to all, tbat an alanning criRis vras near at 
hand, scarcely less to be dreaded Uiau the war from wbloh th« 
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<»}iintry tiod idbc cmei'geu. unless a timeiv and efiectoai remedy 
could be provided. WashingConB BCnumenta were often, freeiv. 
and feelingly expressed. -That we hsTe n id oar power.- 
■«d he, -to become one of thn moat reqiectable nations npon 
earth, admit*, in mj bnmbie opinion, of no douhi. if we wouid 
butpnrsae a wise. iubi. and liberal poiicj xowardi one another, 
and keep irood taith with the rest ot the world. That onr 
resoarces arc ouiuic ana increasing, none can uenv: bni. whiie 

they arc! iii-iiiii^iiii^i/ (iiuhk )r iiiii imnnoii ai, iiii, wc mve u vjiai 

stab to piiriiiir i:iiiii. luiit hiuui iiiik . in tiiu cvi'h hi rjuroni:. mm 
contempt, jt. iiiis iDiiir m;un ii Muci'iiiiiiivi; fincKTioii iimi>nir 
pbiloEoplicvs lUKi wiAC iiiiiii . wiii'iiu'i' ii>i'i']L'ii I'oni iiiiTi'o IS or runt 
advantage to nnv countrj'; mai is. wiieiiicr tnc nixur\'. eEfcminacv. 
and comini.ioiin. wiiir^n iivo iniin)iiiicc<i iiiiiii!! wii.ii ii. aro conniiT- 
bnlanced by the convenience iwi wealth irbicb it brings. But the 
decision of this question is of very little importance to us. We 
have abundant reason to be convinced, that the spirit of trade, 
which pervades these Statea, is not to bo restrained. It behoves 
u» then to eBtAjsUsh jnsl prindples; and this cannot, any more 
dum other matters of naticnial ooncem, be done bj thirteen heads, 
difiereutly constmcted and orgaidced. The necesstQ', therefore, 
of a controtltng power is obvious; and wby it should be withheld 
is beyond my comprehension." 

In short, the embarrassmedts growing out' of the weakness 
of the confederacy, the utter inability of CongresB to collect the 
means for paying the public debts or to provide for tbeir security, 
the jealousies of the Suites, and the factious spirit of indiviilunls, 
filled the mind of every true friend to his country with gloom and 
despondency. Congress had recommended an impost, or rate of 
dntioa, which was to be uniform in all the States, and the pro- 
ceeds of which were to be appropriated to relieve the national 
wants. The States came tardily into this measure, as it seemed 
to be yielding a power, which was claimed as a special prerogative 
of State sovereignty. The Suites, in which commerce chiefly 
oenlred, were influenced by anotiier motiTe. A larger amoonb 
would be drawn from the retentie in snoh Btstes, than io others 
of equal or greater extent, poptdation, and intand wealth. The 
Act was overlooked or disregarded, that the oonsnmers, wlMrever 
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they mided , acluolly paid the itnpoBt, and that the commerciat 
Statea, by coDtroUing tbe iinpoata in thdi o^a ports, enjoyed 
sdwitBgeH which the others did not pOBaess. New Tork never 
acceded to the recommendation of Congreas in such a manner aa 
to make it operative; and, aa the anceeaa of the measure cvery- 
where depended on the caprice of the legislRturee , and a. rigid 
system of collection faitlifully adminisl^rud , there was but little 
hope of its answering the important end of auppljiiig the national 
treasury. 

A dissoliitioii of llie Union, or nn early iind tliorough reform, 
was inevitable. The mode of effecting the lutler, and saving the 
republic, was a tlieme upon which Washington dwelt with deep 
solicitude in his corrcepoudcnce and conversations with hia fHenda. 
By a concnrrence of favorable circumstances his advice and per- 
Bonat efforts were made available at the beginning of the train of 
eyents, which ended in the achievement of the consUtation. "To 
form a compact relative to the oarigation of the rivers Potomao 
and PoBomoke, and of part of the bay of Chesapeake, commii' 
aionera were appointed by the legislatures ofVirginia and Maryland, 
who assembled at Aleundria, in March, 1786. While nt Monnt 
Vernon on a visit, they agreed to propose to their respective 
governments the appointment of other commissioners, with power 
to make conjoi[il iirranfjemenl.t, to whiLli the assent (li Congress 
was to be solicited, for uiainlaining a naval force in the Ches- 
apeake, and to establish a t:iri£r of duties on imports, to which 
the kws of both States shoald conform. When these propositiona 
received the assent of the legislature of Virginia, an additional 
resolution was passed , directing that which respected the duties 
on importa to be communicated to all the States in the Union, 
which wen invited ,to Hod deputies to the meeting."* 

Accoiding^, in JsnuuT fdlowing^ the Asiembly of Vir^nia 
appointed oommiasioners, who were instmcted to meet such aa 
should be appointed by the other Stales, "to take into consideration 
tiie trade of the United States, to examine the relntjve aituutlon 
and trade of the aud Slates, to consider how for a uniform system 
in their commercial relations may be necessary to their common 
interest and their permanent harmony, and to report to the several 

• Ujuubul'b Lift af IPouUirglaa, tt tUt^ Tol. H. p. 100. - 
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States Bodi an act relative to tlua great object, as, vhenunani- 
mouslj Tutified hf them, will eoabls &e United States m CongreBs 
asgembled effectually to provide for the samG." The commissiooerB 
met at Annapolis, io September, 17SS. Five States only sent 
deputipB, and some of these came mitb such limited powera , that 
it was soon ascertained that nothing could be done towards 
effecting the object for which they had come togelber. Their 
deliberations ended in a report to their respective States, in vrhicli 
they represented the defects of the federal Byatem, and the necessity 
of a revisioD. They likewise recommended another cooTention o£ 
deputies from all the State*, fUmiihed with requsite powers, who 
. Bhonld meet at Fhikdalphia on the eecond day of Iby. At the 
same time they sent a letter to CongreBS accompanied with a copy 
of their report to llie States. 



CHAPTER XXXm. 

PropouJ br a (punl Cmvantiou, ud WuilDgton oppolnhd ■ DelsfRlB trom 
VbsfBSi. — IU« Rauoni Ibr wiihlni to ilsclbia. — BooIaV. a( Iba OadnnitL 

— Tuhlnglon accept* lh> AppolntmeDt Ddtgslc — Attenfi tlM Con- 

— Bit OpiDlin of Ihe CoualllnUon. — It Ig adoiiUd by the FoopLn. — VTgib- 

When the legislature of Tii^inia assembled , the report of 
the depaties was taken into consideration, and it was resolved to 
appoint seven delegate! to meet those from the other States in t, 
g«ierat convention. Washington's name was pnt at the head of 
the list, and he was chosen by a imanimons vote of the representa- 
tives. The intelligence wo* first commnnicated to turn by Ur. 
MadiBon, then a member <d the Assembly, and afterwards of&<nslly 
by the govertior. 

He was not a little embarrassed with this choice; fbr, 
although he heartily approved the measure, yet he thought there 
were reasons of a personal nature, which made it inexpedient, if 
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not improper, for him to take any part in it. He did not 
absolutel; decline, but suggested his difficnlCicB, and expressed a 
hope, duit some other person would be appointed in lua place. 
As tiie weight of bis name and the wisdom of his eounaela were 
felt to be extremely important, in ^ving digm^ and sncceas to 
the proceedings of tlie convention, and as several montbs would 
intervene before the meeting, neither the governor nor his ofher 
friends pressed htm to a basty decision, trusting that time and 
reflection irould remore his doubts. 

His objections were frankly stated, and they arc among the 
many evidences of his scrupulous regard to dircctacss and 
conaiatcncy in every act of his life. "It is not only ineonvonient 
for ma to leave home," said lie to the governor, "bnt there will 
be, I apprehend, too much cause to charge my conduct with 
inconsistency in again appearing on a public theatre, after a. public 
declaration to the contrary; anil it will, I fear, have a tendency 
to Kwoep me back into the tide of public afiairs , when retirement 
and ease are ao mach desired by me, and so essentially neces- 
■arj." Tliere can be no doubt, that, when he resigned hia com- 
misalon in the army, be firmly believed notbing could again occur 
to draw him from the retirement, to which he returned with sucb 
unfeigned aaliafaction, and which no other consideration than the 
superior claims of his country could induce him to forego. On 
the present occasion he was not convinced, that his services 
would be mote valuable than those of other citizens, whtMe.abili^ 
and knowledge of public affairs, as his modesty would parsnade 
him, better qualilied them for the task ot deviung and maturing 
a system of civil government. 

There was another objection, also, which seemed to bear 
with considerable weight on bis mind. At the close of the war, 
some of the ofUcers had formed themselves into an association, 
called the Sttciety of tlie Cincimati, the object of which was to. 
establish a bond of union and fellowship between the OiScera, 
who had served together during the war, and were then about to. 
be separated, and particularly to raise a pennanent fimd for the 
relief of unfortunate members, their widows, and orpbans. Al- 
diough Washington was not concerned in forming diia society, 
yet he wu well pleased with its benevolent design, and ooasented 



Digitized by Google 



298 

to be HB presiueni;. LiitspectCcJIy to him, howuvtr, and to all 
oihers connected with it, a very general dissatisfaction arose 
ibroaghouc me connirv, in regard to some of the principles upon 
which the soeietv was founded. It wus to be hereditary in the 
foiniiieB of the members: it had a badge, or order, offemtve in 
repubLcan eyes, m imitating the Earopeon orders oi kn^htfaood; 
it admitted foreign ofScerB, ulio Iiad served m America, and their 
dcicendunrs: ic providea for an indefinite accumulation of funds, 
which were lo l)c nisposed of at the discretion of the membera. 
D cliimoroiis ceiieurea. Pamphlets -were 

w and it K-ns ilenouniiiKl as anti-repubii- 

cau. ana a aangeroiis political engine. At the iirst general 
meeting, which was hem at Philadelphia in May, 1784, Wash- 
ington exerted himseif Buccesstiiliy to have tlie most objectionable 
fearares altereu. and tbe articles of association were new modelled 
conform^ly to his suggestions. After tbeae changes the alarmists 
were' leaa Tebement in tbeir attacks; bnt they were not silenced, 
and the aodety continued to be looked upon with jealousy and 
disapprobation. 

A second general meeting was to take phice in Philadelphia 
at ibe time ai^mted for tiie aasembluig of tiie convention. 
Before Tec^ring notice that ha was chosen a delate, Wash- 
ington had written a circular letter to the branches of the Society 
in the different Stales, declaring his intention to rpsign the prcs- 
iiieney, and giving reasons why it would be incnnvtnient fur him 
to attend the general meeting. Ho thought himself thus placed 
in a delicate situatian. Were he to be present at tha convention, 
the members of the Cincinnati Society might suppoao they had 
just grounds for suspecting his sincerity, or even of charging him 
irith having deserted the officers, who had so nobly supported him 
dnring the war, and always manifested towards him uncommon 
respect and attachment. Having A gntt«fnl sense oi their affetition, 
and redprocatiDg in reaUty all tlieir kind feelings, he was reluctant 
to pat hiniadf in a condition, bj whidi their favorable sentiments 
would be slteT«d, or their sensibility in any degree wounded. 

Again, some of his friends in various parts of the country 
expressed themselves douhtingly in their letters, as to the pro- 
priety of his going to the convention , and some advised agunst 
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it. Many thought ihe scheme illegnl, Biace there was no provision 
in the articleB of the confederation for luch a mode ot rcvisioo, 
and it had not been proposed by Congress. It Teared, there- 
fore, that the doings of the convention would end in a failure, and 
perhaps in the disgrace of the delegates. They, who were 
perplexed iritli apprehensions of this sort, were unwilling that 
tlie brilliant reputation of Waslungton should be pat to the hatacd 
of being tarnished by an abortive experiment, and believed the 
interests of the counliy required it to be held in reserve for a 
more Siting opportanity. 

These obstAcles, tormidable fbr a time, were at last removed. 
Congreii took the snbject into coon'deration, and recommanded 
to the States to aend delegates to the convention fer tlie pm^oses 
mentioned in the Annapolis report Thus the measora was 
sanctioned bj law. Congress Ukewise appointed the second 
Monday in Maf, as the day for tbe ddegittOT to assemble at 
Philadelphia. The time was fixed with reference to Ha meeting 
of the Cincinnati, which was to be a week eatlier, whereby 
General Washington would bo enabled to join his brethren of 
that fraternity, should he think proper, and ezplaift hil motives 
for declining to be again elected president. 

After these proceedings, and after it was found that the 
more enlightened part of the community very generally approved 
the scheme of the convention, his friends everywhere urged him 
to accept the appointment as one of the delegates from Vii^iaia, 
and he acceded to their wishes. Another drctuiatance had mncb 
inSuence in bnnging him to this dedsion. It began" to be 
whispered, thnt the persons opposed to the convention were at 
heart monarch istii. and that tbey were glad to see the distractions 
of the countrv increasing, till the people should hi; weary of them, 
and discover tlieir onlv hope nf security to consist in a strong 
government, ae it was generally called, or, in other words, a 
constittitiooal monarchy: for no one was ever supposed to dream 
of a despotic pnwer in America. It has been Bud and believed, 
^at a small party, in despair of better things, actually meditated 
such a project, and turned their eyes to some of the royal femilies ' 
in Eorope for a sovereign snited to control the jsrring elementi 
of repotdicanbin in tbe United BtatM. However this may be, 
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it is certain lhat no iiungincd rcmeily could have been more 
severely reprobated by Washington. We have seen with what 
a, stem rebuke the proposal to be a king was met by him , even 
when lie literally bad the power of the natioa in his hands. From 
tbe beginning of the Revolution to the end of his life, he was an 
uncompromising advocate for a republican ayatem. In the abstract 
he regarded it as the bast; and he had ^th enough in the virhie 
of the people, and in the efUcacy of their former habits, to ccmvince 
him that it might be Buccessfiill; established. At tdl events he 
was for having the experiment ilioronghly tried; and his irhole 
coadnot proves, 'that, in regard to himself, he vas reader ttf risk 
his t^ntatioD. his proper^, and hii \ite. d aeeessary. m a osDse 
BO momenfoas to tbe welfare of bi» country and to the social 
progress of mankind. 

He did not go to the convention unnrcDivrcd tor the great 
TTork there to be uniierraken, iJia miowiiMyo oi me iiisiuutions 
of his own country and of ica political lurma. both m iiieir Rcnurai 
character and minute and afStiated relations, gamed by inqniry 
and long experienctt, was probably ss complete as that of any 
other man. But he was not salisSed with this alone. He read 
tbe history and exambed the principles of the ancient and modem 
confederatnea. There is a paper in bis handwritong, which contains 
an ahstraet of each, and in which are noted, in a metboditel order, 
their chief characteristics, the kinds of anthoritj' they possessed, 
their modes of operation, and their defects. The confederacies 
analyzed in this paper are tbo I.ycian, Ampbiotyonic , Achaian, 
Helvetic, Belgic, and Germanic. Ho also read the standard works 
on general polities and the science ol' government, abridging parts 
of them, according to his uauol practice, that he might impress 
tbe etseiiliiil points mnvp dtcply on his mind. I!e was appre- 
heneivu, that the dyk-gutcs might tonit together fettered with 
instructions, which would embarrasa and retard, if not defeat, the 
salutary end proposed. 'My wish is," said be, "that the conven- 
tion may adopt no temporizing expedients , bnt probe the defects 
of the constitution to tbe bottom, and provide, a radical cure, 
whether they are agreed to or not. A conduct of this kind will 
stamp wisdom and dignily on their proceedings, and hold up a 
light, which (doner or later will ham ila inflneiice." Such yiem 
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the preparations, and such the sentiments, with which he wont to- 
the conventioa. 

His flirival at Philadelphia was atteuUed with public hoDors. 
At Chester he wu met hj General HifHin, Spoaker of the Ab- 
aemblj of Penn^lTBiUB, and sereral officers and gentlemen of 
diatine^n, who proceeded with him from that place. At Gra]''a 
Ferry a company of light-horse took charge of him and escorted 
him into the city. His first visit was to Dr. Franklin, at that time 
President of Pennsylvania. All the States were represented in 
the convention, except Rhode Island ; and, when the body was 
organized fiir business, General Washington was elected by a 
unanimous vote to the president's chair. The convention was in 
session four months, and the diligence of the members ia proved 
by the fact, that they sat irom live to seven hours a day. The 
resnlt was the Constitation of the Uniteu liiaies, wmcn was 
proposed to be snbstitnted for the Articles of Confederation. On 
the 17th of September, 1TS7 , the constitation was signed by all 
the members present, except three, and forwarded with a tetter 
to Congress. By that assembly it was sent to the State legis- 
Isturos, for the purpose of being submitted in each State to a 
convention of delegates chosen by the people, in coiiCorinity with 
a resolve of the general convention. 

The constitntion , as it cnme from the hands of its frnmers, 
was regarded by no one as thiiorciicnllv jiurfott. To fbrin a 
compact, which should unite thirteen independent ro[mblies into 
a consolidated government possessing a control over the whole, 
was not a work of easy achievement, even if there had been a 
uniformity in the previously established systems of the several 
States. The difGculty was increased by the wide differences in 
tli^ sitnalion, extent, babitB, wealth, and partienlar intecests. 
lUghts and privileges irkn to be mrrendered, not slw^ in pro- 
portion' to the advantagea wbieh seemed to be promised as an 
equivalent. In short, the constitution was an amicable compromise, 
the result of mutual defereoco and concession. Dr. Franklin said, 
in a short speech near the close of the convention; "I consent to 
this constitution, because I expect no better, and because I am 
not sure it is not the best. The opinions I have bad of its errors 
I sacrifice to the pnhlio good." And Waslungton mote not long 
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'Afterwards; "Tliecc are some tliingH in the new form, I will 
readilj scknowledge, wliich never die], and I am persuaded never 
-will, obtain my cordial approbation,' but I did then conceive, and 
do now most flrmlj' believe, tbat in the aggregate it is the best 
coDBtitation , that can be obtained at this epoch, and that tliis, or 
a disBolutioa, awaits oar choice, aad is the only altemative." 
Aguo; "It iqipears to tao Iklle skort of « miracle, that &e dele- 
gates from HO many SttiteB, diffiarent from eReh other in tbeii man- 
ners, circum stances, and preiudices, Bhonld unite in lorauiig B 
system ol iiatiouni government, so little liable to well-founded 
obicctiinii^. Kor am I yei such an entLuaiastic, parhal, or 
nndisLniiiiiiiiti[i<4 aLliiLin.r ul it, as not to perceive tt U tuictuied 
wilh Bomi: real tbouRh nut radical defects. ' 

Similar sentiments wctc lioulitlcss cntprfained by all the 
prominent friends to the constitution. laullv as :t was, they 
looked upon it us the beat that could bo made, in the exietjug 
state of things, and la such they wished it to be fairly tried. It 
was moreover remarkable, tbat wbat one called a deoct t another 
thought its most valuable part, ao -fiiat in detail it was almost 
wholly condemoed.uid approved. This was a proof, that ikm 
wiut nothing in it essentially bad, and that it i^proadied very 
tteariy to a jnst medium. If we judge from the tenor of Wash- 
ingfam'i letters, after it was sent ont to the worid, he wattled its 
fate with anxious solidtade, and was animated with joy at At 
favor it gradually gained with the pnfalic and its ultimate triumph. 
It was universally agreed, that bis name affixed to the conetitntioD 
carried with it a most effective influence on the minds of the 
people. , , , 

The legiaIatai«B of all States, which had been represented 
in the general convention, directed State conventions to be assem' 
bled, consisting of delegateB chosen by the people for the enpress 
pnt^se of deciding on the adoption of tbo constitudoD. The 
iatificatioB of nine States was neeeasaiy to ^ve it validity and 
etTeet. Tba conventioDs in the Bev«nl States met at different 
tmu, and it was nearly a year befi»e the lequiute b umber had 
passed a decision. In the mean time, both the friends and op- 
poneotB of the constitution were extremely active. Hie w^ght 
of opinion, however, was found everywhere to prepoaderate on 
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tho ahlc of the canstitution. In ataaa of the Statm it wag adopted 
uiumunouHly, and in nearly all of them the majority was mnch 
larger than its moat zealous advooatee bad venttiTed to hope. 
Amendnienta were recoiniuended in some instance*, but in noue 
was the ratification clogged by poaidve oonditiona of thu sort. 
I'be same «p!rit of coiDpromiBe and mutual contH^eBion aecmed to 
prevail, that had been manifpatecl in the general convention. In 
fine, though the opposilion was strong, anJ upheld by a few of 
the ablest and bent men in the country, yet the popular voice was 
BO decidedly expresai-il on tlie other side, as to nfford the moat 
encouraging preenges of the successful opcmtion oi the new form 

Each Stutc cunveiitiun transmitted to Congress a testimonial 
of its ratification, signed by all it* members. When these 
teatimosiala had been recuved from the requisite number of 
States, an act vm pasaed by Congreg* iqtpointing a day for die 
people throu^ont the Union, to choose electors of a Presidi^nt of 
tiie United States , according to the constitution, and another day 
for the electors to meet and vote for the person of thdr choice. 
The fonner election naa to take place on the first Wednesday in 
February, 1789, and the latter on the first Wednesday in March 
following, . 

U Ktis lift tiiKjiiur Hsi^i rtiilned , that the constitution would 
probublj- be adiipttid, thitn tho eyes of the nation were turned 
upon Washington, iis the iiidividuiil to be selected for that office, 
the highest, most honorable, and most responsible, that could be 
couferrod by the suft'rages of a free people. His reluctance to 
being farther engaged in public life was well known, but every 
one knew also, that he never refused to obey the call of his 
oonntij, or to make peraonal sscrifioes for the public good. This 
"was a gronnd of hope and of confidence. In him the whole people 
would be united. As to otber candidates, there would he difier- 
ences of opinion, rivalships, and, it was (eared, unhappy divisioos, 
that might mar the work so successfully beguu . jud perh!ip<i cud 
in its overUirow and ruin. The interest felt in tlie aulijeii, tliere- 
fore, was intense; and at no period, even during the struggle of 
.the Bevolntion, was the strong support of Waslungton more 
necessary, ibsn at this crisis. 
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The public sentiment was tao openiy and loadly procUImed 
to be concealed from bim. Indeed those of hia compalriota and 
sasociates, whose intimacj' entitled them to use such a freedom, 
begsn early to prepare lum for the restdt, by sa<dt argomentA and 
sdvioe, aa they Icnew would be candidlj conudered, and be UiB 
best suited to act upon his mind. Some time before the election. 
In reply to a letter in which the subject had been brought point- 
edly before bim hy u goiitleiiiaEi , thi^ii a ■[lemlu r of Coiigros? , he 
wrote as follows. 

"Should the contingency jou suggest (ake place, and should 
my unfeigned reluctance to accept the office be overcome a 
deference to the reasona and opinione of my friends, might I not, 
after the declarationa I have made, (and Heavea knows they were 
Aiade in the sincerity of my heart,) in tlie judgment of the impar- 
tinl wodd and of pasteri^, bo chaigeabb with levity and 
ineoDuiteneyi'if not irith rashness end ambition? Say, farther, 
would there not be some ^parent foundation for the two former 
. charges? Now joetice to myself and ttanqnillity of conscience 
require, that I should act a part, if not above imputation, at least 
capable of vindioation. Nor will yon ( 
aolicitous for reputation. Though I prize i 
opinion of my fellow cilizcuB, yet, if I know 
seek or retain popularity at the expense of 
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citizen, yet it would be do one of tbese motives, nor the hszard 
to which my former rcpniation might be expoaed, nor the terror 
of encoui-itt^rin^' n<:w fiitigues and tronbles, that would deter me 
from Ml ;i{jce|>t:iiK:i^ ; Iiut a belief, that some other perun, who bad 
lam pruitncc, and loss inclination, to be CKcuBed,' could execute 
.ill tlie clulii^s full as satiefactorily as myself." 

Suffice it to Bay , that his acmplcs yielded to the eiimest 
soIicitatioDB of his friends, to mature reflection, and to the counsels 
of his unerring judgment. The day of election came, and Geobgb; 
Wabkekston woe cbosen, by the anauimouB vote of the electors, 
and probably without a diuentuig voice in tlie -whale nation , the 
first Preaident ot tlie United States. 



rilArTER "XXXIV. 




It being known that the choice of the people bad fallen on 
Qeneral Washington forPrewlen^ he made preparations to begin 
the duties of the office as soon as his election should be notified 
to him by the proper authority. The 4th of March tvus assigned 
BB the day for the meetjng of Congress, but a quorum did not 
come together ti]l a month later. The votes of the electors were 
then opened and counted; and a epccial mceacnger was despatched 
to ilouQt Vernon with a letter from the President of the Seuiite 
to General 'Wnshington, conveying official intelligence of his 
election. John Adama was nt tho same time declared to be 
chosen VicB-Freaident of the United States. Two days after 
reouving the notification, Washington left home fbr New Tork, 
which was then the seat of Congress. 

Q. WmUiglaii'i LIh. 20 
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His feelings on IhvB occaaion aro indicated in the following 
extract from liU Diaiy, written on the day of hia departure. 
"About ten o'clock I bode adien to Mount Ternon, to private 
Ufa, and to domestic felid^; and, with a tnind oppreBied witli 
more anzions and painftil aeoBatioiiB than I have irocdB to expNM, 
set out for New York in company with Mr. Thomaon and Colonel 
Humplirajrn, with the beat diapoutioD to render aervice to my 
ootmtry in obedience to its call, but with leaa hope ot answering 
its expectation B." The whole journej' was a, kind of triumphal 
procession. He had hiirdly left his own house, when be was met 
by ft company of geiitleiiicn from Alexandria, who proceeded with 
iim to that town, where ao entertainment was provided for Lim, 
aiid where he roccived and answered a public addroBa. The 
people gathered to see him as he passed along the road. When 
be approached the several towns, the moat respectable citizens 
came out to meet and welcome him; he mtB escorted from place 
to place by companies of militia; and in the principal cities liis 
presence was announced by the firing of oanuon, ringing of bells, 
and tailitary display. . 

A committeB of Congress, conusting of thfee members of tlte 
Senate and ftve of the Hoaso of Eepreaentativea, wa« appmnted to 
meet him inlTewJersey and attend him to the city ofNewYoii. To 
Elizabethtown Print came many other persons of distinction, and 
the heads of the several departments of government. He was there 
received in a barge, splendidly fitted up for the occasion, and rowed 
by thirteen pilots in white iimforma. This was followed by vessels 
nnd boats, fancifully decorated, and crowded with spectators. 
When the President's barge came near to the city, a salute of 
thirteen guns was fired from the vessels in the harbor, and from 
&B Battery. At the landing he was agun sainted by a discharge 
of artillery, and was joined by the governor and other officera of 
the State, and the corporation of the city. A piooession was then 
formed, headed by a long military tnun, which was followed b]r 
the prininpal ofBoora of tlie 8Mt« and city, the clergy, fwdga 
ministers, and a great conconrBe of cnliwas. The prooession. 
advanced to the honae prepared for the reoeptioa of the Rceudent. 
The day was passed in Ustirily and joy, and in the evening the 
ci^ was brilliantly lUumiaated. ^ 
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The firat public act of the Preaiiicnt was thai of taking the 
oath oF ofGce. It was decideu by Congress, timi this aboulu be 
done with some ceremony. In the moming of the day appointed. 
Apnl autb. 1(89. at nine o clock, religious Eervices suited to the 
oceasion were perfonned m all ibe cburches ol the city. At 
twelve the troops paraded before the President B door, and ioon 
afterwBids tame the committeeB of CoDgieH and the heads of 
deputments In oamages. to attend bun' to tlie Federal Hall, 
where the two hoaaea of CongreH were seeembled. The pro- 
cession moviiu forward with the troops in f^nt. next the com- 
mittees ana hcaaa oi ilcpartmonts. then the President m a coach 
alone, followed ny the iori;igii niiaisters. Civil officers of the State, 
snu citizens. Arnveu at tbf. Hall, he ascended to the senate- 
cbumber. and paaseu thence to a balcony m front of the house, 
where ibe oath was adminislereu to him in presence of the people 
by Chancellor Livingston. The President returned to the senate- 
cbaoiber. in the midst ol loua acclamations from the Burroundmg 
thmng of spectators, and detivcrea to the two branches of 
Congress hu Inaugm^l opcech. He thon went on foot to St. 
Pud'^rOhdidr.^^ere prayers were reau bf tbe-bu]iop,r«ntE'tike 
eecent&ea^'xfiSiii"BXt)Bei. Tokens of 107 were evatjWiei^ 
Ubited^- u on tte > Af irf his- amral, and at night tliere waf a 
dupUy ot Qlmmiuitioiu and fireworks. 

Under auspices Ana favorable. Washington entered again 
upon the career of pnbhc life, snrrounded and sustained by the 
eminent leaders, who had actea with hiin in estabhshing the 
liberties of his coantry. and ehecrea with the conviction of having 
received the voluntary suffrage and possessing ibe good wishes 
of every American citizen. Yet he was aware, that ine task he 
had tindertaken was one of no common reaponsibiliiy or easy 
execolion. - The hopes and expectations of bis countrymen, he 
knew, were m proportion to the unanimicy with wbieh they had 
crowned bim with honors, and hud the burden of their public 
cares on his shoulders. A new system of government was to be 
pnt in action, upon which depended the destiny of his country, 
and with the good or ill success of which his fature reputation 
' would be identified. - ' 

■ , ■■:.-*' - ' ■■ 2a* 
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In his inaugural speecli, after cxpreuing liia deep sense of 
tlie mngnitudc ui lliu Irust cuiitidcd 1u h[i[i, tliu Btniggles bis 
mind hud nndcrguno in dociding to iii;ccpt it, and a, consciuuBnGss 
of his dt6L-iuiici(^s, be ndded; "In tliis conflict of emotinnH, all I 
dare iivi>r is, tliat it has been my faitbfiil study to coDccb my 
duty from a juat apiirociation gf every cireumatance by which it 
might be affected. All I dare hope is, thnt, if in accepting this 
fclBk I have been too much swayed by a graleful remembrance of 
farmer instances, or by an nScctionntc Boiisibility to this tratiB' 
cendcnt proof, uf the confidence nf my fellow cilizcns, and have 
thence too Uttle consulted my incapacity, na well as dis inclination 
for the weighty anil untried cares before me, mj error will be 
palliated by the motives which misled me, and its consequences 
be judged by my country with Bouie ahsre of the partiality in 
which they originated." With thesic sentiments, and with fervent 
avipplicaliona to the Almighty BeinR, whose guidnnee and over- 
ruling ProTidencc he acknowledged in all the events, of his life, 
he commenced the arduous duties of chief magistrate of the 
nation. In conEormily with the rule to which be had hitherto 
adhered, be gave notice to Cougresa, that he should accept no 
other compensation for his services, than such as would be 
ueccasary to defray the expenses of his household and other 
charges incident to his public station. 

As the various departments of government under the new 
system could not ho instituted , till Congress had passed laws 
for their organization and support, the business belonging to 
these departments continued to bo transacted by the officers, 
who had previously been charged with it. Mr. Jay acted as 
secretary of foreign offeirs. and General Knox as secretary of war. 
The treasury was under the control nf a board of commissioners. 
Ihe President requested from cnch of them an elaborate report, 
fbot he might become acquanited wjth the .ictual state of the 
government in all its foreign am] domestic relations. These 
reports he road and condensed with liia own hanu. particolarlv 
tliat from the treasury board, till he made himself master of 
tliL-ir contents. In regard to foreign affairs, ho pursued a still 
more luhorious process. AVith pen m hauci he perused from 
beginning to end the ofhciul coiTCfipondence , deposited in the 



809 — ■ 

-pnblio srehiyeB, from tfae date ot khe treaty of peaea at tho 
tenninatioa of tbe irar till tlie time he entered TipDn die Bresidencr-. 
These volanunom papent-be abridged and atodied, aceordiag to 
bia moal praotice, i*itb tbe -view of Gxiag in bia raiodi eyerjr 
importaiit 'pcHDt that bad been ffiaeuased, aa well aa ibe butory of 
irbat bad been done. 

Among Ae private reoBons, wbtcb had dieinclined him to 
leave bia retirement at Mount Vernon, were his growing attnch- 
ment to agrienhare, and his desire to pursue the system adopted 
for tbe cultintiDn of bia farms. Since the war he bod devoted 
iiimaelf witb equal ddight and constancy to this pursuit, and 
brdnght Iiii jdana Into -a train, which promised the most aaUa- 
factory reantte. He bad procured from Europe the iTOrkB of the 
beat writere on tbe anl^ct, wbicb be read with diligence and 
refleotion, drairiilg from them andi sdeatific principles and practical 
bintSt es he conld advantageonalj' nse m improvmg his modes of 
agriculture. He was resolved to mature bis dcsij^ns, and in the 
intervals of public duties to bestow a part of iiis leisuri: uuoii that 
object. With his chief manager at Mounl Vprnnn he li-H lull 
and minute directions m writing. an<i exiieton irom hiiii ii woekly 
report, in which were registered the transactions of each day on 
all the fnrms, such as the number of laborers employed .• their 
health or sickness, tbe kind &na quantity of work e:(ecuted. the 
progress in planting, sowing, or harvesting the fields, the appcar- 
Auce of tbe crops at vanoua stagea of tbeir growlii. tbe effects oi 
the weather on them, and tho'conditiaa of the horaea, cattle, and 
other Uto ato^ By tbeae details he was -made pertly ae- 
qnaiated with all that was done, and Mold ^j* hit orders witb 
aim oat aa nnteb predrim n-it he bad been cm tbe spot. 

Otaee a tr^fk r^nlsriy, and aometimea twiect be wrote to tiM 
manager, retnaiking on-lna r^Mrt of thv preceding week, and 
adding new direcUons. These lettwa frequently eitended to two 
Or three sheets, and were always written with his own hand. Sncb 
WHS liis laborious exactness, that the letter be sent away was 
vsoally transcribed from a rough draft. A press copy was taken 
of tite transcript, which waa earefulty filed nith the manage^a 
report for his future inspecdeu. In thia habit he persevered widi 
muAatact diUgeooe throngh the whole eight ymn of bia Fresideney, 
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except during tbo sliort vistti; he occasionally nisde to Mount 
Vernon, at the close of the sessions of Congress, when bis presence 
could be dispensed with at the sent of government. He moreover 
maintained a large correspondence on agriculture witb gentlemen 
in Europe and America. His letters to Sir John Sinclair, Arthur 
Young, and Dr. Anderson, have been published, and are well 
known. Indeed bis thoaghts nerer seemed to Sow more freely, 
nor Ms pen to move more easily, than when he ms writing on 
agricoltnre, extolling it u a moat atttaoiive pan) ait, and desuribing 
the pleasure he derived from it and its BOperior claims not only 
on the practical eoonomitt, bnt on the statesman and philan- 
thropist. 

The Preddent had not been long in New York, before he 

found it necessary to establish rules for reoeiving vidterg and 
entertaining company. There being no precedent to aerre as a 
guide, this was jin jifTiili' of [jonsiderable delicacy and difScnlty. 
In thu first place, it was es.sfjnlial to maintain tho dignity of the 
office by such forms as would inspire deference and respect; and, 
at the same time, the nature of republican institutions and the 
habits of the people required the chief magistrntc to be accessible 
to every dtizen on proper occasions and for reasonable purposes. 
A just line was therefore to he drawn between too much pomp 
and ceremony on the one hand, and an extreme of bmiliari^ on 
the other. Begard was also to be had to the Presidents time 
and convenience. Alter a short experiment of leaving the matter 
to the discretion of the public, it wee proved, that withont some 
fixed rule he would never have an hour at his disposal. From 
breakfast Ull dinner his door was besieged with persons calling to 
pay their respects, or to consult him on affairs of tittle moment. 
Bis sense of duty to the claims of hia office, and to himself, 
convinced him that this practice could not be endured. The Vice- 
President, Mr. Jay, Mr. iMudison, Mr. Hamilton, and other 
gentlemen, concurred in Utia opinion, and by tbeir advice a 
different mode was adopted. 

Every Taesday, between the hours of three and four, he was 
prepared to receive such persons as chose to call Foreign minis- 
ters, etrangen of disdnction, and citizens, came and went withont 
fMrebionj. The boor was passed in free conversation on promis- 
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pobna topi(H| in irliidh the Frendent joiued. Eveiy Friday 
afternoon the rooms were open in like manner fbr -risita to His. 
Waahingtoa, wludi were on a still more sodablo footing, and at 
vlucli General Washington was always present. Tbvse asseinblages 
were of thQ nature of public lerecs, and they did not preelnde 
iDoh visits of civilitf and friendship, between the Fresident's 
family and others, as is custoniacj- in sooietj-. On affairs of busineas 
by appointtaeot, whether witli public iifSci^ra or private citizens, 
thc! President was always ready to bestow bis tinm ami attention. 
He accepted no invitations to dinner, but invited to his own table 
foreign ministers, officers of the government, and strangcrE, in such 
DumberB at once aa his domestic establishnient would accommo' 
date. OtT these occasions there was neither ostentation nor 
restraint, bnt the same simpliinly and ease with which his gaests 
had been entertained at Honnt Teinon. 

No viwtB were received on Snndaya. In the moming he 
nidfonnlj attended chorch, and in the afternoon he retired to his 
private apartment. The evening was spent with his fanulf, and 
then an intimate friend woold sometimes call, but proraisooonit 
company was nut admitted. ^, . 

Having laid down tliese general rules, which soon became 
known to the public, be found relief from a heavy tax upon his 
time, and more leisure for a faithful discharge of his duties. In 
thc course of the summer, however, he was seized with a violent 
malady, which reduced him very low, and which for a tew days 
was thought to endanger his life. Ue was confined six weeks to 
his bed, and it was more than twelve before his strength was re- 
stored. A constitution naturally strong, and the attendance of 
Dr. Bard, a physician eqtuilly eminent for the excellence of his 
oharaotec and skill in hie profesdon, enabled bun to rise from an 
iUiMaf.fd^ ^^Bt ptunfat and taring that ha bad erw eodnred. 
From tbe efTecta.Ql it he never entlrdy recovered. 

He bad hardly gained strength to go abroad, when he heard 
of the death of his mother, who died in August, at the age of 
eigbty-two. Writing to his sister on this occasion he said; "Awful 
and afCeoting as the death of a parent is, there is consolation in 
knowing, that Heaven boa spaied ours to an age beyond which 
few attain, and favored ber witii the foil enjoyment of her m^tal 
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looDltieB, An4 as much bedilj itreiigtli ai nraallf falh to &6 lot 

of fonrBcore. Under tliese cDneidmtions, and a hope that alie is 
translated to a happier pUire, it is the dat^ of her relatives to 
yield due sabmission to the decrees of the Creator." A short 
time before be loft Mount Vemon for New York, he made a visit 
to his mother at Frederiultsbnrg, the place of her residence. She 
was then Binfeing under a disense, which ho foresaw would prove 
fatal; and he took an affecting and final leave of her, convinced 
he should never aee hev again. Sbe had been a widow fortj-six 
years. Through life she was remarkable for vigor of mind and 
body, simplicity of miinners, and uprightness of character. She 
mOBt have felt a mother's joy at the Buccess and renown of her 
son, but they caused no change in her deportment or style of 
living. Whenever he visited her at her dwelling, even in the 
height of Us greatness, bfl Uterallr returned to the scenes and 
' dotueatio halnts of tiii bc^bood. Kehhsr pride nor -ranity mingled 
'witfa the fedings exdted hy the attentions she received as the 
mother of Washington. She listened to his praises sod was silent, 
or added only that he had been a good son, and she believed he 
had done bis duty as a man. 

As soon as ho was established in his office, Washington 
intarednced strict habits of economy into bis household, which were 
preterved vrhbout essential chango to the end of his public life. 
Hie whole iros under tie care of a steward, to whom he gave 
general direcUons. All other persons connected with the establisb- 
ment were acconotable to the stewsrcli but each of them was 
required to keep an eXKtreoord of tbepDrofaaees and expenditures 
made bj him, specifying every particnbr. These accounts, with 
-tAHitetiMaAj'^I^Ii^aiKli.oAer'YOttchera^ irdB presented ooce a week 
itf^Wili^ i& lgKil hai^ '^il^iected them' minutely, anft-certified irith 
^'fam/ ^^iL ateiliiit Hbey were approved. By Ats ntethod He 
was enabled to ascertain at any moment the precise state of his 
pecuniary afiinrs, and to gnard against extravagance and waste. 
He might say with Seneca; "I keep an acconnt of my expenses; 
I cannot affirm that I Jose nothing, bot I can fell you what I lose, 
and why, and in what mttnner," The salary of the Flresident, as 
fixed by law, was twenty-five thonaand daUars a year. But with 
the moat rigid eecnomy bis expenie* wer» sddom iritfcia tftii 
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limit, and he wu of eoDru obliged to draw on fait private fortune- 
to nuke np the defioieiic;. 

CoDgreas continned in eeaaion till near the end of September, 
when they adjourned for three raontlis. They had been moatly 
occupied in passing laws for the orgamzation of the goTernment, 
the administration of justice, and the raising of a revenue, Mer~ 
Gantile regulations were established, imposing duties on tonoage 
and imported goods. Amendments lo the constitution were framed, 
and recommended to the States for adoption. Three executive 
departments were formed, at the head of each of which was to be 
a secretary, namely, the departments of foreign affairs, of the 
treasury, and of war. The first was afterwards called the depart- 
ment of stats, and incladed both foreign and domestic affairs. 
So large a portion of the administration of government is effected 
hj the exeoadTM of .the several States, that a separate department 
lot hitemal afblre was not tbanght necessary. The nary too was 
at this time so small, U not to require' a distinct department It 
'was mainl;' is the ohai^'or the secretMy of war. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 




Tbk requisite laws being pasted, h next devolved on the 
President to select proper persons to fill the several offices. 
In regard to the executiTe departments, this was of very great 
importance, inasmuch as the secretaries were not only to discharge 
the duties assigned to them by the constitntion and laws, bat 
were to ba his cabinet, or council of state. On the wisdom 
of M» choice, tfaerefiire,.tTOnlcl in a great d^^ depend dis 
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character and succees of bia adminiatralion. So much time had 
elapied in the seasion of cougreaa, that he had beea able to 
take a full survey of the subject, and to decide with dulibcration. 

Long experience in public affairs, a high political standing, 
and aekiioffli'dged tulenta, pointed nut Thomas Jefferson as 
eminently ijualified for the atale department. He ttob about 
to return from Prance, where he had filled the ollice of minister 
plenipotentiary, as aueeessor to Dr. Frankliu, witli much credit 
to himself and hia country. Alexander Hamilton waa appointed 
to the head of the treasury. Ilia transcendent abilities, in- 
tegrity, Grmnesa, and patriotism were well known to Wnshiug- 
ton, after a thorough trial and familiar acquaintance in the 
Revolution ; and tliey were scarcely less known or less appreciated 
by his countrymen at large. Id the convention, Hamilton 
disapproved and opposed some of the principal articles of the 
constitution; and the more praise is due to him, that, after 
it was carried by a majority, and was proved to be the beat 
that could be hoped for in the circumstances of the times, he 
gave lip hia predilections, joined hearlily witli its friends, and 
put iuto their scale the whole weight of his great powers of 
eloi]iience and argument, both in debate and by the use of his 
pen. Henry Knox was continued secretary of war, which 
station he had hold under the confederation. As an officer, 
s man, and a friend, he waa esteemed by Waahinglon ; and hia 
steady principles and public aervices had gained for him a 
general confidence. The post of attorney-genera! waa conferred 
on Edmund Randolph, a gentleman distinguished by success in 
hia profession at the bar, and by having been governor of 
Virgiinia, and a conspicuous member of the convention that 
framed the constilntion. Such were the heads of the executive 
departments, and such (be composition of the council, on which 
the Preaidcnt was mainly to rely for advice and support. 

For administering justice, in tlie execution of the laws 
for national purposes, the constitution had provided, that tboro 
should be a supreme court, and such inferior courta as Congreas 
should eatablish. In organising the judiciary Byatem, it was 
decided that the supreme court should consist of a chief juaticc 
and live associate justices, and that there should be district 
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conrta, with ono jwlgc in cuch Stute. An ossociatc justice 
nnd It distritL jmlge conBtituted n circuit court. Wasliiiigton's 
opinion of thu importance of the supreme court is forcibly 
(luacribpd in bia own langunge. "IniprcBBOd with a conviction," 
snid "that ihii duu iidininistrtttion of juHticu is the firmeat 
pillar of good gOTornment, I have considered the firat nrrnnge- 
ment of t!ie judicial (iepartment bb eesL-ntial to the hnppincaB 
oE the country, anil to tbe fltaiiility of its political system. 
Hence the si'lcction of the fittest chamctera to expound the 
laws, and diapense justice, has been an invariable object of my 
nnxioua concern." And itgain, in giving notice to Mr. Jay 
of his appointment as chief justice; 'I have a full conRdenco 
that the love which yon bear to our coantry, nnd a dcaire lo 
promote the general happiness, will not suffer you to hesitate 
.1 moment to bring into action the talents, knowledge, and 
integrity, which are so necessary to bo exercised at the head 
of Ih^it diipai-tmcut , which must be i-ouitidered the keyatoUL^ of 
our political fabric." 

These views of the judiciary department, as forming a 
most cBsential branch of the government, and aa cluiming the 
highest consideration, he always entertained; and in the appoint' 
ment of justicea, and judges of the district courts, he waa 
eitremely solicitous to secure the services of those, who were 
eminent for judicial knowledge, talents, personal worth, and 
experience. In placing John Jay at the head of the supreme 
court, he consulted alike the public good, the dignity of the 
court, nnd his own feelings. No man in the nation possessed 
a larger share of confidence, whether in regard to his ability 
or his legal attainments, none waa more valued for the serviecs 
he had rendered to his country, none more esteemed for his 
private virtues. The choice of bis associates waa also fortunate, 
and the court assumed a respectability aod weight suited to the 
rank conferred upon it by the constitution. 

No part of the President's duties gave him more anxiety, 
than that oE distributing the offices in his giEt. Applicatione 
innumerable Sowed in upon him even before he left Mount 
Vernon, many of them from bis persoDal friends, and others 
supported by the recommendations of his friends ; nor did thej 
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ceoie as long u Kay vacandea TemuDed. . Ha urij' prescribed 
to lumKelf a mle, Iioworer, from whicli he never Birerredi, wliiiili 
was to give no pledges or encouragemenl to any applicant.' He 
ftnswered them all civilly, but avowed hia deteriuintitioa to 
EQBpend a dcciBion till tlio time of making the appointments- 
slionld arrive, and then, without favor or bias, to select Bacb 
individuitls an in his luil^ment were bt'st qualified to execute 
witli faitbfuliiees and Jibilily the trtist rL'poetd in them. His 

to a gentleman, who had solicited an offiee for iiiiothtr person. 

"From the moment wLeo the necessity had become more 
apparent," said he, "and as it were inevitable, I anticipateii, 
with. a heart filled with distress, the ten thousand embarraae- 
ihuite, perplexiticB, and tronbles,. to which I must 'again be 
eqiosed in iba evening of a life alres^ nearijr consumed in 
' pabfic cam. ,Antong idl' these anxietiefl, I idD not oonoeal 
■ - from Ton, I antua^ted- none greater, than those diat were 
. likely to be prodnced bj" applications for appointments to the 
'diB^rent. offices, which would be created nnder the new 
government. Nor will I conceal, that my apprahensionB have 
already been but too well justified. Scarcely a day passes, in 
which appKcations of one kind or another do not arrive; in- 
sotaucli that, had I not early adopted some general principles, 
I should before this time have been wholly occupied in this 
bminess. As it is, I have found the number of anawere, which 
I have been necessitated to give in my own hsjtd, an almost 
■insn^tortable burden to me. 

'The points in which all these answers have agreed in 
-^^^HbtsBce at*, that, shoiil^ it be my lot to go again into public 
' r-office, I WMol^goiai^koiitfibeing nndei aoj pDsaibla eng^ement 
irot gioy nataiw w h a t soeVar ; thatr so far as I knew my own heart, 
^ woBld not be in the remotat d^re« infioKwedi in matting 
nominations, by motives arisnag- Ifohi the tias of faa^y or blood ; 
and that, on the other hand, three thingSi m my oi»im>b.t ongbt 
principally to be regarded, aame^, tim fitness of eharacter* to 
fill offices, the camparatiTe dabna fran tlxi fonnar meriU 
and aafferings in service of -tbe diffetent candidAtea, and . the 
distribtt&m of oppouitmenlB in a> equal a pioportba as mi^ 
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that I should hold myself absolatfilj at liberty to act. white in 
gllioe, mtti a BDio r«ti9r«nOe ta juBbdi ua tlie.ptiltlie^aoa.'' . 

Jn |H«ctice be Terified time deelarations, .'aetiiig uisc^njr 
case with perfect independence, tocUngrdnt- to itfae'tiaticniil- 
interesia, and next to the' best means of promoting them) snd 
admitting no other ground of preference between candidate!, 
irhoac pretensions were in other respects equal, than fliat of 
former efforts or sacrifices in serving their country. 

For sonic time it had been the President's intention in the 
recess of Congress to mukc a, tour through the eastern Btates, 
<1B nell for the rej^stablislitnent of his health, as for observing 
the comlitioa of the people, and the genera! disposition in 
regard (o the new form of government. He anticipated pleasure 
also in reviewing the scenes of his first military campaign at 
Commander-in-chief, and in meeting the associates, who had 
contributed to lessen his toils and inTigorste hia spirit in times 
of peril and deepoudenisf. About the middle of October lie left 
New YoA, accompanied by liis two seoretariee, iSx. Lear and 
Mr. Jackson, and he was absent a numtli. He brarelled in his 
own carriage, and proceeded by way of Now Haven, Hartford, 
Worcester, Boston, S.nlem, and Newbuiyport, as far as Ports- 
mouth in New Hampshire. He returned by a different route 
through the interior of the country to Hartford, and thence to 
New York. 

Such was the enthusiasm, which was now felt by all classes 
of the community in regard to Washington, on enthusiasm 
inspired by his virtues and his fame, that it was impossible for 
him . to move in any direction , without drawing around him 
thousands of tpectatora, eager' to gratify their eyes wiUi a sight 



SIS 

of liis person, to greet t&n iridi scolBiiiationH of joy, and to 
exhibit testimonies of their respect and veneration. Men, women, 
and cliiliiron, people of nil ranks, ages, and occupations, as- 
Bembli^d from far and near at the crossing? of thi"; rosiils and 
Other public places, where it was liuowii lie would jiass. Militaiy 
escorta attended liim on the way, and at the principal towns 
he was received and entertained by the civil authorities. Ad- 
dieBiea were as nsual presanted to faim by corporate bodies, 
religiona sociotiee, and literarjr institntioiiB, to vMoli he returned 
appropriate anavers. 

This joamey ma in all respeots MttRfactorjr to him, not 
more as fomiwhing proob of the strong attachment of tbe 
people, than aa convincing him of the growing prosperity of 
the country, and of the favor which the conslatntiou and the 
adminiatration of government were gaining ia tho pablic mind. 
He was happy to aeo, that the cSects of tho war had almost 
diaappeared, that agriculture was pursued with activity, that 
the harvests were abundant, munufacliirca increasing, the towns 
flourishing, and commerce bL-coniiii|; daily more extended and 
profitable. Tlic condition of society, the progress of improve- 
ments, the success of iniiiistn'ous eiiturprise, all gave tokens of 
order, peace, and contentment, and a most cheering proniise 
tor the fntore. 

The time for die adjournment of Congress having expired, 
the two houses reassembled in the first week of January. The 
Ptewdent met them ia the senate-chamber, aud delivered his 
ipeoch &t the opening of the session. Such was the custom 
dnring' Washington's administration; but it was afterwards 
dianged, and the President communicated with Congress only 
bj written meaaages. Tlus was likewise Washington's practice, 
Cnoept.at tbe beginning of a session, when he addressed tlie 
two houses in person. These addresses were called speeches, 
and other communications were deei^atcd as messages. At 
this time, after congratulating Congress on the pi'osperous 
condition of the country, and the favor with which tlieir previous 
doings had been received, be recommended aeveral subjecta as 
daiming their attentioD, particnlati; a provision for the common, 
defence; lam for naturalimng foreigners; v wuformily in the 
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ourrencf, weigfata, and measuroB; &e eitcoanigeineitt of agri- 
cultare, commerce, and mannfactareo ; &e promotioii of science 
and literature; and an eEFective ayatera for tlie support of public 

To the difficulties involved iu this last subject maj- indeed 
bo traced the primary causes of the constitution, and it had 
already attracted the notice of the oatioual legislature. The 
former aesaion had neceBBarily been cODSumed in framing laws 
for putting the new goveminent in operation; but, a few diiys 
before ita close, a resoludon was passed by the House of liep- 
Teaentatives , in vbich it was declared that an odequato pro- 
'visioa for the sapport of public credit was essential to the 
national honor and prospcri^, and the Seoretaiy of the Treasnr]' 
was direoled to prepare a plan- for die purpose, and report it 
to the Hoose at tha oezt seuioa. The national debt had ita 
origin chiefly in the Berolntion. It was of two kinda, foreiga 
and domestic. The foreign- debt amounted to nearly twelve 
millions of dollars, and was duo to France, the Hollanders, and 
a very small part to Spain. The domestic debt, due to in- 
dividuals in the United States for loann to the govtirnment and 
supplies furniahed to the army, was about forly-two millions. 
These debts had been contracted by Congress, and were 
acknowledged to be a national charge. Tliere was another de- 
scription of debts, amounting by estimate to about twenty-five 
millions of dollars, which rested on a different footing. The 
States individually had constrnctcd works of defence within 
their respective limits, advanced pay and bounties to Continental 
troops and militia, and snppUed provisions, clothing, and muni- 
tions of war. The secretary proposed, that all the domestio 
d^ta, including those of the particular States, should be fnnded, 
and diat the nation should become responsible^ their payment 
to the full amount. 

The report was able, perspicuous, and comprehensive, 
embracing a complete view of the subject, and containing 
arguments of great cogency in support of the plan suggested. 
As to the foreign debt, there was no question in the mind of 
my one, that it ooght to be discharged aoeording to the strict 
letter of the contncts, hut in regard to the domestio' debts a 



difference oi opuuon prev^ed. The secwtary endeavored to 
prove, that no diebnotion ebould be admitted. Qiet the ex- 
penditures had all been made for national obiecte. aad iJiat in 
cquiiv liie pubuc fauli waa solemnly pledged for theip -reim- 
bureemunt. The obligation was inoreased by their being 'flie 
pricu of iiijcvcv . without which the nation itself could never 
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ui all iransacTions , and by honorabJy fulfilling ongagcmeiitH. 
mio would confide ill a government, tbut had refused to pay 
itB debts, or respect a nation that had ehowe a disregard to 
the principles, vhich constitute, the cement of every well ordered 
community f 

When the report me.eoosidered in Congreija, it gave liae 
to wami and protracted debates. The opponents of the 
secretary's plan were not nithont plausible reasons. As to 
the debt contTOCtod by Congress, it was said that the usual 
nuoims could not properly be applied. The evidences of Qiia 
debi consisted in a paper currency and certificatca , which, aa 
there was no gold or silver, the creJitorH were from the 
necessity of the case obliged to take. Thin paper hud in most 
cases passed through many hands, and vaa iuimciiscly de- 
preciated below its nominal value. The original ci'uditora, 
therefore, and the subsequent holders, had lost in proportion 
to the scnlo of depreciation. Hence the proposal to assume 
the whole debt, as it stood on the face of the paper, and pay 
it to the present holders, was said to bo inequitable, inasmuch ' 
as these had purqbased it at the depreciated valae, and had no ' 
claim to be renanerated for llie loaaea of the previoua holders. 

' Mr, HadtBon proposed, a discrimination, by whitfh the' 
porchasera should be paid a certain portion, and the nriginal 
holders the remuindcr. Tbis was objected to as nnjust and 
impracticable. By the form and tenor of the certificates, the 
debt was made payable, to the original creditor or hearer. On 
tiiese terms they had been sold, ai^ tiie sellers had relinquished 
All their claims to the purchasers for what waa deemed an 
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equivnlent. When thu transftrs wcro raaiip, it was understood 
by both parties to be on tliis principle, niiU llii; purchaser took 
the risk of eventual payment. It was clear, also, that it would 
bo impoaaihle to maka ihe diaorimioatioii, except to a limited 
extent and in a partial manner, since tlie numerons trangfera 
of the original creditors could not be aso^ined and examined; 
nnd even at best no proriBion was offered for the losses of 
tlit> iuti'rniedEate holders by the gradual de^eciatipn. Alter a 
long dubntc in the Honee of Bepr««entatives this scheme was 

Ni'xt c:inie up llio Stato <kbls; and tho proposition (o 
asfump them .■re.it.'d Mill cr.at.T divisions ami luats in Con- 
grtss, atid much e.tiitcme.it abroad. It bruiigbt into action all 
the local prejudices and liigh-tooed doctrines of State rights 
and State sovereign^, which had been lo heavy a stumbling' 
block in the iriy of anion and concord from the beginning of 
the Resolution. The debts oE Uie respective States ware very 
unequal in amount This led to an investiga&n of the services 
rendered by each, and to invidious comparisons. The project . 
was opposed as uncoDstitutionnl and tmjust Congress, It waa 
said, had no powi.'r Co (nke this burden upon the nation. Such 
Sn assumption of power wns moreover an cncroachnjt'nt upon 
the sovereignty of the Kt.ites, tending to dimiuisli tlieir iiu- 
portanoe, and loiid to :i cuneolidation desti'uolive of tlio 
republican syBtem. Kach Statu was responsible for the debts 
it liad contracted, and there was no reason for taxing those 
States, wliich owed little, to pa}- a portion of the large debt of 
others. 

It was argued iu reply, that, as the expenditures had alt 
been for the common cause of the nation, th^ came strictly 
within the legitimate control of Congress; and also, as the 
constitution had transferred to the national legislature the entire 
power of rusing funds from duties on imports and the ealcs of 
public lands, the principal sources oE revenue, it was just that 
the debts shoold be paid out of these funds. The States could 
pay Uiem only by excise duties, or direct taxes, which would be 
odious to the people and difficult to colleoL In any event there 
must be long delays, and mnch nncertoint^ as to the result, 
o, w«i.iaro.iufc. 21 
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The creditors bad a right to cla'm\ more jiroinpt pRyiiicnt , o.r\d 
better secorit; from the nation. 

At lut the aecretiuy's plan for funding alt t|ie domestic 
debts wa« carried by & small majority in both honaes of Con- 
greBs. In regard to the State debts, hmimer, l^e original 
propoiitian was modified. The specific Bmn of twentf-one 
millioni and a half of dollars '■wM assnmedi and apportioned * 
among the States in a prosiinate ratio to the ambnnt of Ihe 
debts of each. An act was passed bjvhieh the- whole ol the 
domestic debt became a loan to the nation. If -wae ■ made 
redeemable at TsriouB limes, and at various rates of interest. 

One of Ibe principal argumenls for funding the debt, in 
addition to that of its equity, was tbe advantage that wbuld. 
be derived from it as an active capital for immediate me. 
Sustained by the credit of the nation, bearing interest and ' 
redeemable at certain times, the paper securities of the govern- 
ment -would have a permanent value in the market, and thus be, 
a spur to enlerprise, and increase the prosperity of the crftmtry - 
in its agricnltnre, mannfacttires, and commerce. All that icas ' 
anticipated from the fdnding ayatem', in these respects, was 
realized. Politically considered, however, Jl bad an unhappy 
influence. It widened, tbe breach of parties , produced Irri- 
tations, and excited animosities. Nor was it to be expected 
that the adversaries of the plan, and these o 'large minority, 
would readily change their opinion nflerthe strenuous opposition 
they had shown, or cease from tbcir lio.ttilvty. The I'rpsident 
exprcflscil nn ^entimciils on tl.o siihjfrt wlilli> it w.i.s under 
debate in Congress, but he appruvod the net for funding the 
public debt, and was undoubtedly, from conviction, a decided 
friend to the measure. 

Another important point, opon which Congress under the 
old Confederation had been for a long time divided, was settled 
in the course- of this session. Local interests, and other con- 
uderations, made it diffienlt to agree on the place for the 
permanent seat of gorernment. It wai at length determined, 
tiiat it should be removed for ten years to Pliiladelphia, and 
then be established at some place on the Potomac Biver. 
Ultimatetj the position was selected, which has since been called 
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'the DiBtrict of Coinrabia: iind (lie tcmtorj was surveyed . Hie 
city plaiineii, and the public buildings commenced under the 
direction of Wnahington,- this <iutv devolvmg on him as Pre«- 
.idfiit. For tlirei: or four years it orciipii;d a great deal of 
_ his altL'iitiuii ; and, jn complianei; with the laws, he appointed 
commissioners for managing the busmesB. mth whom he earned 
on a TolaainouB correapoiidence, giving personal directions, and 
leqniiiiig exact accounts of all proceedings. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Tha, FreildEOt vjilu Shade Island and HoDDt Vtroon, — Fii»l(n BeUnloni el 
tha Uidtcd Stttn. — .Fnn«, EDtlud, Bfiln. — Indiu War. — WublDilon'i 
PttUoy napttflUn^ tlwlDAiiiu— Oftagmi m«ta at PhLlndelphla. — AHitiimftl 
Buk enibllibid. — lax on dbujltd BplitU. — Tba FnUitaBn Taf r Itinngb 




BnODB Island having adopted the constitution, and acceded 
to the Union, the President made a visit to that State immediately 
after the sesaion of Gongreaa. In his eastam tour he had sToided 
gwng to Bhode bland,' because it bad not then jiniiied the Uuon 
tmder the new government* 

Another severe disease, and constant application to tnuineas, 
hod mnch impaired his health ; and he determined to take advant- 
age of the recess of Congress, throw off for n brief space the 
burden of public cares, and seek repose and recreation in his own 
qniet home at Mount Yemen. He always returned to that spot 
with delight; and it was now doubly dear to him, as it promised 
rest from labor, refreshment to his weary spirit and debilitated 
body, and a few days of leisure to nde over bis farms, view his 
gardens, orchards, and fields, and observe the progress of his 
^[ricultural opsrstioQS. 

81* 
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The fordgn rcLilions oi the Uniw.l StatCB, at the buginning 
ol the now goveramtnt, though not i-otiiplicatcd, weri: iii'vortbeless 
in nn unseitleil tonditioii. With Francis ihi^rs wris n guuil utider- 
fltanriing, Iho trentiua of alliuncc niiii commerce having beBn 
Bcrupulauely fulfiUeil on both eiiles. The rovuluiioiiary ilisorders, 
however, aooa brake out, end proiluccil dlsagniemeiitB, alienation, 
and trouble. 

Witb Uorocco a tort of informal treaty existed, and Wash- 
ington wrote two letters to the Emperor, who bod rec^ved Amer- 
ican Teeeels into his ports, and promised his aid to conciliate the 
Bsrbary powers. This promise was unavailing. The Algerines 
had seized vesaole belonging to citizens of the United States, and 
held the ofGcers and sailors in bondage for several years. 

The government stood in a more delicate rchition to England, 
fhan to any other power. The old feuds mid bitter feelings of 
flie war snbsided alowljr. All attempts to bring about a treaty 
of commerce between the two countries had failed. The British 
cabinet, probably distrusting the stability of the Union under the 
old Confederation had ebown no disposition to enter into a treaty 
of this sort, anil htid never sent a miiuster to the United States. 
The military posts on the frontiers had not been given up, as was 
stipulated in the treaty of peace. The reason assigned, that some 
of the States had refused to pay the debts dne to British snlgects, 
-wHiih they were likewise bound to do by the treaty, was plausible, 
and perhaps well founded. Congress had but a limited power to 
enforce a compliance with treaties; and It was nntural in such a 
case, that other nations should be tunly in milking tbctn. This 
state of things being altered by the oonstilulLoii, President Wash- 
ington thought it desirable to ascertain the views :md intentions 

uiiBsioiied Gouvcriieur Slorris as a private agent to bold conver- 
sations with the British ministers, deeming it of great iniportaiice, 
as he said, tliat errors should be avoided in the system of policy 
respecting Great Britain. 

Affairs with Spain were yet more unpromising. At the 
outset of the Bevolntion, his Catholic Ibgesty, yielding to t^e 
■oliratatione of France, seemed to abet the American cause; bat he 
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soon changed his mind, refused to join nitb France in acknowl' 
edging the independence of the United States, even when he de- 
dared iTsr agt^nst England, and gave his aanction to the treaty 
ofpeaee -with no good will. He feared Ae effect, and not irithout 
reason, which the example of the northern repuUicanB might have 
npon hia coloniee in South Americe. A negotiation had been 
going on, tedions aa it was anprofitable, down to the time of 
Washington's' election to the Presidency, bnt no apparent progress 
had been made. The Floridas and Louisinna belonged to Spain. 
The navigation of the MiaeiBsippi whs the great point of 
controversy. This was tssentiul to the settlers in the West, and 
was becoming every day more and more BO on accoant of the 
rapid increase of the population. Spain persisted In withholding 
all rights and privileges in that navigation fi^jm citizens of the 
United States. There were varions grounds of policy for this 
refusal, but probably the most operative was a secret hope, that 
the western inhalntanta, weary of these obstacles to thdr com- 
merce, mA dissatisfied with tbe national goveniment for not 
removing them, nught sooner or later diiierer themaelves from 
the T7nion, and form a aeparate repaltUo, irtiioh would easily fall 
under the control of Spi^~ 

Other cinramstances, growing out of the relations with 
England and Spdn, were extremely injurious to the interests of 
the conntiy. During the war, the Indians on the borders of the 
United Statea had almost everywhere been allied with the enemy. 
When peace came, it fonnd them in die attitude of hostility, 
their savi^ sinrit roused , and their vindictive tempera eager for 
alaughtcr and revenge; and the United States were lett to appease 
and conciliate them as they could. In any rose this would have 
been an arduous task, but the difficulty was soon perceived to be 
increased by a foreign influence, keeping alive their enmity, 
and stimulating them to acts of outrage. British agents and 
traders on the northern frontier fumisbed the Indians with arma, 
ammnnition, and clotlung. In Florida the ^laniards tampered 
with the Creels and other Sonthera Indians, and kept them 
at variuee with their white neighbors. These acts were not 
ooknoiriedged, possibly not anthoriied, by the English uid 
Spanish governments, bat they were .eerttinly not testnu'net^ 
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and th^ were repeated long after Aill repreienUtiong had beea 

The efffect was a protracted and expensive' war. Wnah- 
ington's policy in regard to the lodiaDs was always pacific and 
humane. He considered tlieiii as cbildrcn, who ehoitld bo treated 
with tenderness and forbearance. He aimed to conciliate them 
by good usage, to obtaio their lands by fair porchase and pnnctual 
payments, to make treaties with them on terms of eqaity and 
reciproeal advantage, and strictly to redeem every pledge. la 
these respects he looked upon the Indian tribes as holding the 
same rank and tbe same rights as civilized nations. But their 
faithlessness, ravages, and murders were not to be tolerated, from 
whatever causes they arose. After failing in every attempt St a 
pacification, be was convinced that war was the only alternative- 
It continned four or five years, with many TKnssitodfa.of mit- 
fortune and disaster, the defeats of Harmar and St. diar, 
nnsnccessfid campaigns, and much waste of b^ood and treasure, 
till General Wayne put an end to it, first by a battle, and then 
by a treaty of peace. 'Xhia war laated through a larjre part of 
Washington's admiiiistrntion. It was n ■iduEvi.' iti ngitt and pain 
to him, on account both of its cause, tiic necessity oi Bubduing 
by force tbe turbulence of an Ignorant and deluded race of men, 
and of the heavy charge it imposed on the nation for mdntuning 
an army. 

Congress commenced their third session at Phihidelphia, and 
the President retnmed teotn Mount Vernon to that city, vhere he 
afterwards resided till the term of bis office expired. The debates 
of this session were scarcely Itiss vehement, or less deeply tinged 
with party atitipathies, Uian those of the preceding. Two 
important measures wwe faronght forward, discussed, ftnd adopted ; 
a natianal bank, and a tax on ardent spirits distilled in the Doited 
States. 

The Secretary of the Treaaory had previonsly recommended 
a national bank, as of great ntili^ in administering the finances 
of tbe conntiy, and facilitating the operatioaB for the support of 
public credit. He now called the attention of Congress to the 
subject by a ■pe<aal report, in whioh his views were explained 
widi the same perajuoni^ uaA vigor of argument, iriiich mailed 
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everj' thing ibut canjo from hia pta. TLc projctt met wilh a 
Strong opposition. It was allocked cbiefly iin the gi-oiiiid of its 
beiag uncoiistitutiotial LIucli was said of the i.iprces, incidental, 
and implied powers confi^rred on Congrees by tho constitution; 
and it was averred, tliat none of tliese, nor all of them together, 
anthorized the incorporating of a bank. Its policy was queBtioned, 
and the ntUily o£ banking Byatenu denied. To thia it ymi- 
aoBweredi.tliat inoli iundental poven moat neceaaarily belong to 
every form of goTernment , aa will enable It to einy into eSeot 
the positive and vested poweia, and to employ all the otnal means 
for that purpaee; and that a eonitrnetion .of the. cenalitiUion 
according to this fundamental principle furly. included Hip^mefUt 
niyorilcil by a bank, to which almost all commercial nationa had 
resorted, ami llie advnotagea of which had been proved by long 

Tlie arguments weri^ somewhat metaphysical and atleniiale<i 
on both eidee ; and indued the attempt to define what is intended 
or implied by a written instrument, on points about which it says 
nothing, most, naturally lead to abstractions little suited to 
enlighten or convince. No other rule of interpretation would 
seem to be applicable in practice, than that a proposed, meaaore 
shall ooDtribote to the pablio good, and not eontravene any 
express power. The oontest ended in the establishment of A 
bank, with a capital of ten miUio&a of dollars, of which eight 
millions were to be held by indiTldnala, and the le^due by the 
government. 

On this subject the cabinet was divided, Jefferson and 

Randolph being opposed to the bank as nnconstitational , and 

Hamilton and Enox of a contrary opinion. The President 
requested from each a statement of his reasons in writing, and 
he is understood to have reflected deeply, and deliberated even 
with more than bis usual caution, before he afiixed his sigoature 
to the ad. 

The object of the tax on distilled spirits was to provide a 
fund for paying the interest on a portion oE the domestic debt. 
The duties on imports were said to be strained as for as they 
wodd bear, without ingarj to commerce, and perhaps to the 
levenDe by holding out a temptatioii to smuggling; «n^ as a new 
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tax must be laid aoinewhere. the Secretary of th« Treasury 
thought It could fall on no commodity lees obiectionable than 
wdcnt apinti distilled m the conntiy. The ttx wae opposed a« 
impolitio and unequal id its application. It was branded ag on 
odiouH Gxcise. hostile to liberty, the collecting of vhich would 
inflame the people, ana lead to evasions and pi?rbapi to rc- 
sistan It c I I I i t I I tl 

m the t □ f w Imi I t b r ] Ih 

argument was more HpeCLOua than sound. sini:c the con^umera 
■would actually pay the tm: but it was vehemently urged by 
sonic of ibe rGpresentativcB. The bill was earned, and was more 
Tcmurkablc for its consequeaces . than for its characteristics as & 
legislative act. m whatever hght it mav be viewed. 

The President had fixed on the next recess of Congress for 
a tour through ihe sontliem States. He set off about the middle 
of March, and was gone three months, perfonnlng in that time a 
jonmey of eighteen hnndied and eigb^-seren miles with the 
same horses. His route iros flnongli Btcluiioiid, Wilmington, 
and Charleston, us far as SavanQah; vhenca he TStimed by way 
of Augusta, Columbia, and liie interior of North Carolina and 
Virginia. Before leaving home, he had ascertained with great 
accuracy the diataneea between one place and another, settled the 
precise day upon which he should arrive at e:\ch, nnd the len(;lh 
of time he should stop. Kot a jingle accident occurred; and with 
such exactness and method had his calculations been made, that 
bis original plan was executed in every particular, except that he 
stayed one day more in one place than he intended, and one day 
loss in another. He everywhere recei-red the same proofs of 
respect and attachment, wbieh bad been manifested in his travels 
through the.in!ddle md aaatfim States. 

The principal laws passed at the next session weifi those 
for apponioning the representatives, establisbinga anifbrm militia 
system, and increasing the army. The constitution bad prescribed, 
that the representatives in the national legislating shoald be ap- 
portioned among the several Slates according to the respectiva 
nnmbera of their popnlation, but that the whole nnmber of rep- 
tesentatives should not exceed one tbr -every thirty tboosand. 
"When the new apportionmeBt bill wss proposed, it waff found 



Digilized by GoOgle 



329 

^At no' lirtio «Didd be cboHfeD, nUcli would not leave large 
traetiiina to some of tlie States. For inatance, if tbirty thousand 
were taken as the ratio, there would be an unreprOBcnted surplus 
t>t fifteen or tweiilj- thousnmi, more or less, in some, of the Stales. 
To remedy this imperft-ction , a bill (v-aa iiitroriuced and pnsaed, 
whicli fixed the ratio at ihirty thoueand. The total population 
was divided bj this ratio, which gave cue hundred and twenty as 
the whole nuinbor of rcproaentativcs. But this included the nam 
of all the fractions; and, after apportioning to each State one 
representative for every thirty thousand, the residuary members, 
to mitke tbe whole number of one handled and tweit^f 'tMre 
dietribnted soioag the States in which ,tfae-.frsetioDS''''Miftf'n6 
krgest. The President decided, that thia' till did iEM ft><l)!Mb 
to the eoDStitndon, it being obvious that the ratio wM-m6iitt^to 
apply to the States individually, and not to the ^gr^at«i(iinld<lnt 
of population in them all. He therefore returned fiiff>bilVto 
Congress, with hia reasons for not affising his signature. A new 
bill was then framed and approved, fixing the ratio at thirty-three 
thoueand, and throning out the fractions. 

The snbject derived an importance from the spirit of parly, 
and local jeaiousies, which entered into the discussion. Many of 
the members were strenuous for as large n representation as 
possible, by which the rights of the States woold be better 
preserved, utid a check afforded to the undue increase of executive 
power. The bill for the Increase of the army was opposed on thfl 
same giotmds. It would enlarge the exeentiva pabottige, yAiA 
Bti^t ultimately be adverse to liberty,' and a greater evil than the 
Indian war, for the prosecution of iriikh the army was wanted. 

It became erid^, indeed, from many indicationa, both in 
OongresB and abroad, that the advocates for different measures 
were fast arranging themselTes into two distinct parties, t)ie 
adminisbBtion and its friends on one side, and its opponents on 
the other. In the first place, they who had opposed the constitu- 
tion wonld naturally have their prejndices arrayed against it when 
put In practice, and be ready to find fault with any system by 
which this was effected. Again, all those who bad watched with 
solidtode over the r^^ita.of the Sttiei, and believed tbese in 
danger, would beprepared to seethe fnlfitment of tJidrpredictioiui' 
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in the acta of the general government, however adrainisteced. K 
to theie we add tlie bias of personal feelings, the influence of the 
passiong, aa unlimited freedom c£ speech, and the tendenof of 
opposition to beget oppontion, we shall hare abntidant materialt 
for creating parties and aliment for their sapport And, as partiea 
giun atrengtb hy union, it was esej for these elemeata, at first 
die core] But, grBiluBlly to assimilate. Nor need we question the 
motives of any individual or class of men. It is fair to presume, 
thnt, at this stage of our political progress, there was as much 
patriotism and sincerity on both udes as at any other period. It 
is true, tbut, when a man gives liimself up to a party, he is apt 
to forget bis country; yet in all free communities there must bo 
parlies, niid every man mast belong to one or another, so that 
his motives should be judged by his conduct and character, rather 
than by the side lie taLea. The necessity of parties is not 
identical with their abuse. The former ia the safegnard of liberty, 
the latter its bane. If the people would etyoy the one, they tmist 
be enlightened enongb to perceive, and Tirtnons enough to correct 
Qu> other. 

But this is not the place to esamiue into the origin or 
principles of the two great parties, which at that time began to 
divide the couiilry, nnd which have continued ever since, with 
audi iiiodificatione as have sprung from events iiud citcumetancea. 
It needs only to be said, that they were viewed with deep regret 
by Wusliingtoii, and with a painful apprehension of their effects. 
ConsciouB of acting with the aingle ^m of administering the gOTem- 
mont for the best interests and happiness of the people i he was 
mortified to fmd his endeavors thwarted at every step by party 
discords and pecaonal enmities among those, who controlled public 
opinion by their standing and talents, and on whose aid he relied. 
It was not in Congresa alone, that these jarringe occnrred. They 
crept mto the cabinet, disturbing its hannony, and dividing its 
oonntels. 

He had for some time beeoVwore of b radical difEerence of 
opinioa between the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the 
Tresau^, on some <^ the raoat important meaanree of ibQ 
admimibation. The causea were deeply seated. Hamilton 
regarded eonstitation as aBbrdiug inadequate powers to the 
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general gavemment, and believed iCa weakness to be its greatest 
defect. Hence he thought its fiuccess could bo hoped for only 
hy canetruiDg and administering it in sucli a manner, as would 
aild the greatest degree uf strength to (he executive. JelTerBon'g 
BCDtinicnts and tears ran in an opposite direction. To him it 
appeared, (hat there was too much power in the head, that the 
exercise of the executive authority aught to be restrained, and 
that the rights of States and the liberty of Ibc people were in 
jeopardy. The funding system, the asaumplion ol' the Stale debts, 
tbe banic, and the tojc on domestic spirits, were all at varinnce 
with his principles. 

These measures originated wi(h Hamilton, and constituted 
the prominent features of the administration. The ability with 
which they had been planned, and their success, contributed to 
elevate tlieir author in the public estimation, which, to say the 
least, could not be supposed to gratify Che fccliogs of his colleague, 
especially us he looked upon tbe measures themselves to be wrong 
und fraught with misehiuf ; nor could it be expected, that the two 
secretaries would harmonize in devising tbe means of carrying 
them into execution. It should be stated, nevertheless, that 
Jefferson discharged the duties of his office to the entire satisfac- 
tion of the President, Though differing in opinion from Ibe ma- 
jority of the cabinet, he did not allow his private views to influence 
his conduct as a member of that council, or as holding a, respDnsible 
station in the government. Nothing more, perhaps, could reasonably 
be required of him, under the circumatancea in which he wan 
phtccd; yet, as it regarded the success of the administration, a 
reluctant performance of duty was far from being the same thing 
aa the cordial uotl vigorous support of a willing mind. In all 
respects, therefore, these disagreements were unpropitious, embar- 
rassing to the President, and injurious to the public welfare. 

The deep anxiety he felt on this aubject, his ardent desiro 
to heal the breach, and the means he took to accomplish it, will 
appear in the following extract from a letter, which he wrote to 
Jefferson. 

"How unfortunate and how much to be regretted is it, that, 
while we are encompassed on all sides with avowed enemies and 
insidious friends, internal dissensions should be harrowing and 
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tearing our vitaU. The latter, to me, la the most sorioQB, the 
mOBl alarming, and the most afflicting of the tw»: and, without 
more charity for the opinions nnd nets nf une another in govern- 
menfal mutters, or some mori: iiifallibli; criterion by which the 
truth of speculative opinions, bf fore they have im(lcrgi>ne the test 
of experience, nro to be forejudged, than Las yet fallen to the lot 
of fttllibilitj, I believe it will be difficult, if not impracticable , to 
manage the reins of goremment, or to keep the parts of it to- 
gether; for il^ instead of laying our shoulders to the machine after 
neunrea are decided on, one pulk thia way and another that, 
befbre the ntiSlj of the thing ia fairly tried, it mnst inevitidilj he 
torn asunder; ftnd in mj npinioQ the fhlrsst prospect of haj^ioeas 
and pioipeiitf, that eret ww presented to man, will be lost per- 
hapB for ever. 

"Hjr earnest wish and in j fondest hope , therefore , in , that, 
instead of woun^g aaapicEona and irritating charges, there may 
be liberal allowances, mutual forbearances, and temporizing 
yieldings on all sides. tJnder the exercise of these, matterH will 
go on imoothly, and, if possible, more prosperously. Without 
them, every thing must rub; the wheels of government mill clog; 
our enemies will triumph, ami, by throwing their wuight into the 
diaaffected scale, may accompliBh the ruin of the goodly fabric we 
have been erecting. 

"I do not mean to apply thiB advice, or these obaervations, 
to any particular person or character. I have given them in the 
tame general terms to other officers ot the goremnient; because 
the ^ssgreemente, yttdtii have aria^fiioni dilfefeaee of opiiuona, 
sad the attacks, which have been made upon almoat all the meaa- 
nree of goveminent, and most of its executive officers , have for a 
long time paat Glled me with pdnfnt ecnaations, and cannot fail, 
I think, of producing nnhappy consequences at home and abroad." 

He wrote likewise to Hamilton, nearly at the same time and 
almost in the same words, and added; "Differences in political 
opinions are as unavoidable, as, to a certain point, they may 
perhaps be necessary; but it is exceedingly to be regretted, that 
subjects cannot be discussed with temper on the one hand, or de- 
diions snbmitted to wiAont having the motives, which led to 
iSiem, improperly implicated on the otber; and this regret bordera 
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Bides have fltrained the a.rda beyond thuir bearing, and that a , 
miiiciin course wniiui oe inund the bust, DDiii expenance shall hare 
<i<^'idod Kill tlie right way,'iir (which is not to.be expected, bemuiBe 
it is denied to murtiiis,) there shall be Bomc infaUible rale by 
which we uould furejiidge events." 

In another letter to Jefferson, after again recommeitding 
mntnsl forbearance and con^iation, he 'A measure of this 

■ort would produce harmony and conseqoent good in our pnblio ' 
councils. The contrary will inevitably introdnce confosion and 
serious mischiefs; and for what? Bccaaso mankmd caoDot think 
alike , bat would adopt different means to attain Cbe asnie enda. 
for I will frankl}' and solcmnty declare , that I believe the views 
of bnth of you to be pure and well meant, and that experience 
ooly will decide, with respect to llie salutavliifsfi iif the meiiBUrc?, 
which are the subjects of dispiitc. Why, then, when some of Ihc 
beat citiiens in the United Slati-s, men ol discenimcnt, uniform 
and tried patriots, who have no siiuBter views to proniole, but arc 
chaste in thetr ways of thinking and acting, are to be found, some 
on one side and some on tbe other of tho questions, which have 
catised these agitations , should either of you be so tenaoions of 
yooT opinions,, as to make no allowances for those of the other?- 
I could, and .indeed "Waa abont to add more on Hue interestiDgT' 
anbgeot, but will forbear, at least for the present, after e^ressing 
'^^fWitlMlVtM «ipi wkieh-haa been preieated to tis, may not be 
■iMl^^l^^Hiptl^.Upa by a 'diacordance of action, when I am' 
permiadedidiii!0|^^<gfl^9BordaDce in yoor views. I have a great, 
a sincere esteem and regard for you both, and ardently wish 
that some line may bo marked out by which both of you could 
walk." 

Unhappily this line was never found. TIic two secretaries 
continued to diverge from each other, both in their political 
coarse and thdr private feelings, tilt their differences setUed into 
a personal enmity, vhieh neither the advice of friends conld modi^, 
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nor time eradicate. TfaiB ma tbe more lamented by Waehington, 

as, nccordiag to hh own declaration and the whole tenor of his 
inlorcourae , be hnJ a sincere attnchment to both of them and 
■ con fill i^ncc in their pntriofic iiitentmns, and as lie foresaw the 
folul cnnspiiuences, whitli miglit result from a htaled Btrlfe be- 
tween men whose laleats and political conaideratiun gave tiiem. sd 
commaodiDg an influence over the public wilL 



CHAPTER XXXVn. 

WlAlDCtim ll UtCtCd Pretldeot lor a Secanil Tenu. — Taksi Ilic Oath or QIRct. 

— BclAioni bMmw llie UhIIhI 6WUt nnd France. — Opioinm at at 
CiUimL — PriMiIiimiUau at Noutnlity. — Patty DItMdiii heiI Emllcminli. 

— QaM KCtlrad n* MlBtitu ftom FrUDce. — aii utnoidCiurT Condnet — 
UoMlsr ol Conlrew. ~ Ths PniUnt ncamtnuda MMlurej of DehBoa. — 
Commircl^ Affaln. — Mr. Madlion'i CumiiuinliLl RculalliDa. - Hr. 3ir 



When tiie President's term of office, as prescribed by the 
Constitution, 4aB drawing to a close, no little anxiety was felt and 
expressed, a> to his irillingneas agun to lecdve the snfiingea of 
-tlie people. The reluctance irilli. whidi he had emuented td tha 
first election was ho great, that it waa feared he conld not be 
prevmled npon to remain longer in piibUo lif^ From bii Menda 
in ditEbrent parte of the comtiy he ree^ved eariy eommnnuMtiona 
on the Buljeot, nr^g him not to decide faaetilr, and, if posnble, 
to recondle himself to a second election. Time members of the 
cabinet, JcfFeraon, Hamilton, and Randolph, each irrote to bim a 
long letter, containing reasons why it was of the nliuost import- 
ance to his own reputation und to the public intereeta, that, for 
the present at least, he should not retire. 

Each of these gentlemen drew a picttire of the condition of 
the country, ita future proBpecta,'and the «tat« ol parties; and 
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of service. This u evident £rom_ bia hmng printed ft &rewelt 
address to the people, dcHgned for the ocoasioa of his taking 
leave of them. Bat he never made a public declaradon to that 
effect, and he was finally chosen for a second period of four years 
bj the anaDiiDoas vote of the electors. On the 4th of March, 
1 7 9 S, he took the oath of office in the senate-chamber, in presence 
of the members of the cabinet, Tsrioua public ol'licera, foreign 
ministers, and such other persona as coiilti be accommodated. 

In addition to the Iiidinn war, the contests of parties, and 
other intemnl troubles with wliii^li tlie iul ministration wan embar- 
rasBfid, the foreign relations of the United States were every day 
becoming pocnlinrly delicate and inauspiciooB, Scarcely had the 
President entereil upon bis new term of office, when the intelligence 
was received, that France had declared war against England and 
Holland. The French revolution, in its earliest stogea, was hailed 
hj ahnost evet; one in the Unit«d States u a jo^thl event, and as 
eSording a presage of the happiest remits to Ute cause of freedom 
and the welfare of mankind. Soch wonld naturallf be the first 
impulse of a people, who had recently been eng^^ in a similar 
Bfruggle, encouraged by the good wishes and strengthened by the 
afisistunoe of the French naUon. Washington partook of this 
gcuernl sentiment. 

The sanguinary acta that followed, and the ferocioDS temper 
shown by the leaders, left but little ground for hope; yet there 
were causes still, which induced many to oling to the intereata of 
France, and approve the revolution, although th^ looked with 
horror upon the means employed to carry it forward. It was 
believed to be a warfare of the oppressed against their oppressois, 
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g her ligbU, and rescuing from thral- 
dom the victims, who had been so long borne down by the yoke 
of bondage, Jind scourged by tlie rod of ilesiJolism. A new era 
was suppofcil 10 liavc arisen, when liberty wjie abont to go ibrth 

and building up lier temples of peace and concord on their ruins. 
Ardent minds were cnsily captivated by this illusion, cspooially 
when it harmonized with their opiiiione oil other subjects. Their 
impreBsions atao derived Ibrce from the prejuiiices ngabat England, 
deeply rooted aad ot long standing, which the coadact of the 
British ctibinet uace tbe pa»ue hud not contributed to remove, 

Goareruettr Morris bad been seat to Franoe as miiuBter pleni- 
potentiaTy from the United States. A fnendly interconree had 
been kept up between the two oonntries, on the tMsia of the treaties 
of sIUancB and conmeree; bat, after the downfall of the King, and 
smidet ths distraetions socceeding that event, the minister's 
situation was embarmssitig. It was the opinion of Washington, 
nwlh ng Ih llda right 

lo iroii/ni iiM'ii as II I'aoHi'. iiiki riiai. uiui'r ii:iiiiiti\ ivci'i' bound to 
r form it 

might asBume. Mr. Morris was famished with instruclions ac- 
cording to this view oi the subiect. Bui ihc uifticuiiv for a time 
consisted m ascertaiutng whether there was any actual govern- 
ment resting on the niU of iha nation. His prudence in this 
respect, and hie .caution not to commit his country rashly, gave 
umbrage to the nominal miers. or rather the leaders ol die can:- 
tm^g tactions, who oomplamed. and expressed dtesatislaelion, 
that the Umied states mauifested bo uttle sympathy with their, 
earliest iricnus and allies, the vmuicatOTfl of Jibertv and the rights 
of man. aucu was the state oi tuings when war was declared 
against IjiiCJiiiiii. 

It was perceived, that tbis aspect ol affaira would have a 
direct inliuiiici! on iiic ioi-i.'iirii rei'ii.iniis ni iin' i mirii .-iTntes, and 

that it woiiKi reuuire ine Hfemrai. rircmrr. -ihifi rn uii veiit the 

country froiu oeinir emmvuniu wmi Liie iiiMiiiicit iii imwi is, partic- 
ularly Bugiuna auujiranco. naua tue i reDuieuL tnsi heard the 
news of the dedara&iu of war, he was at Mount Vernon ; and he 
wrote immediately to the Secretary of State, avowing his deter- 
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nunatloii to maintain a atrict nentoslily betweeli the IioBtQe parUes. 
Vessels in the porta of the United States were understood to be 
already designated as privateers, nnd lie desired fliat measnrea to 
put a stop to all Bnch proceudiiiga should be adopted irithont dekr^. 

On his return to Fbilailelpbi.i, he Bummoued a meeting of 
the cabinet, submitting to each member at tlie aame time a series 
of questions , which he requested might be considered as pre^ 
paratory to the meeting. The sabstance of tbese questions was, 
whether a proclamation of neutiSlit; ahonld be issned; whether a 
romister from tlie French republic sbonld be rectived, and, if bo, 
whether ii shoald be absolntely -or with qualifications; wheAer, in 
the present condition of Prance, the Umted States were bound by 
good faith to ezeente tiie tceatiea .between the two nations, or 
whether these oaght to be suspended till. the gbvermnent shonld- 
he established ; and whether the gnanuiteB in the treaty «E sIHance 
was appltcabia to a defenrire war only, or to a war either- defenure 
or offensive. These points inrolved very important considerations. 
If the treat)' was binding in the case of an offensive war, then a 
state of neutrality CQuld not be assumed in ri'garii to France; and, 
if it was applicable to a defensive war only, the intricate question 
was still to be settled, whether Ibc war on the part of tlie French 
was offensive or defensive, or of a mixed and equivocal charaoter, 
and how far the guarantee ought to be applied under aueii eircum- 

staoces. 

The cabinet decided unanimously, that a proclamation should 
be iasned) 'forbiddiDg the citiiena of the Doited States to take 
part; in any hostilities, on the seas, either with or against the 
belligereot powers, and warning them against carrying to any such 
powers any of those artiOlu deemed contraband according to the 
modem iiai^iee of nations , and enjoining tiiem from all acta and 
proceedings inconsisteiit iriik the dnties of a friendly nation to- 
wards those St war." It was also agreed, with the same unanimity, 
that a minister from the French republic should be received. On 
the subject of qualifying his reception, the members of the cabinet 
were divided In opinion, Jefferson and Randolph being opposed 
to any qualification implying tibat tho relations between the two 
coontriea were dianged, and Hamilton' and Knox being in faror of 
it, because they believed there was in realil; no fixed government 
a, wuwiisioii'i LUi. 32 
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in France, and thoy feared that a Kcognitioii of the exiiting 
aQtborit; might involve the United States in difficultiea vrhh tlilt 
nation and with other poffeta. 

Ae to the question of gnaiantee, tha two former thonght it 
not necesearj to come to any formal deragion, while the two latter 
argued that the treaty of alliance was plainly defensive, and that, 
the giinrantrc conlil not apply to a war, which had been begun by 
Frantic. Till I'll sliii iil required the opinions and arguments of 
each m,mib(jr o£ ;ln? cabinet in writing; and, after deliberately 
weighing them, he ikcided, that a minister should be received on 
the same terms as formerly, and that the obligations of the treaties 
onght to remain in fell fbree, leaving the subject of guarantee for 
future consideration, aided by a better knowledge of the condition 
and prospects of France. 

Tbo proclamation of ncntraltty was signed on the 3 2d of 
April, and immediately 'published. Tbia mensnre, in regard hodi 
to its character and its CDnseqacnces, was one of the most import- 
ant of Washington's administration. It was the basis of a system, 
hj which the inteiconise with foreign nations was r^nlated. and 
which was rigidlj' adhered to. In feet it was the only st^. that 
oonld have Mved the United states from being drawn into the 
▼ortex of the Europfnn wars , which raL'eu with so much violence 
for a long time aftcnvavds. Its wisdom and its irotnl eiTecta are 
now so obviouB, on a caLiii rcvjcw or past evcms. tiiai iinu la 
astonished at the oppusition it met with, anu the strifes it enkmaleu. 
even after making due ullowance tor tlie pa.sGiims and prejudices, 
which had hitherto been at work in producing discard and di- 

Washington for a time was allowed to keep Bbof from the 
contest- His character, revered by the people, shielded by their 
aSactions, and equally above reproach and suspicion, was too 
elevated a mark for the shafts of malevolence. But a crisis bad 
now arrived, when the sacreoaess oi virtue, sua ine HervivcB of a 
life spent in promoting the publie weal, could no longer secure 
him from the assaults of par^ animositr. The enemies ol the 
admiuUtratioQ perceived, that tha attempt to execute their plana 
would be v^, unless they could first weaken his inflnence by 
diminishing hit popnlarify. The task was hard and repelling; 
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and it may rcnaooably be presumed, that a supposed political 
necessity, rather than cardial good will, led them to engage in so 
tmgrateful a work. It was pursued nidi a pci^^^gSge, and 
sometimea with an acrimon;, for which tha best ot^Hwj|iiotdd 
hardly afford an apology; but, however much it mi^rffiitiiib his 
repose or embarrass Ms public measures, it could neither shake his 
firmness, nor turn him from his steady purpose of sacriEcing every 
other consideralion to the interestti of lii'^ l uiuilr). 

In the midst of these ferment^, Jl. Genet c;iinc lo the United 
States as minister from the French republic. He landed at 
Charleslon, in South Carolina, iinii travelled thence through the 
country to Philadelphia, He was received averywfaere with such 
enthusiasm and extravagant marks of attention, as to deceive him 
into a belief, that the great body of the American people heartily 
espoused the cause of the French revolution, and was ready to join 
the (ntizens of the new republic in carrying the banner of liberty 
and equality to the ends of the cartb. Being of an ardent tem- 
perament, and emboldened by these indications, the idtjzen minister, 
as he iTUiCall^^ aboDce ^gnunenced a career, as uqjuBtifishle as 
-i^ .iTaa',Ucti:tatdiiia]f il ^.-lS^lir before he left Gbadeston, ha gave 
orders for fittingToot and arming vessels in that port to cruise as 
privateers, and coromit hostilities on the commerce of nations at 
peace with the United States. Notwithstanding this act of pre- 
sumption and rashness, which was known before he reached 
Philadelphia, he was received by the President with frankness, 
and with all the respect dus to the representative of a foreign 

Genfit cleel:ired, tliat bis government was strongly attached 
to the United States, and had no desire to engage them in the 
war; ,but hia secret instructions, which he afterwards published, 
were o£ a difTcrent complexion, and proved very clearly, that the 
designs of his employers were contrary to the professions of their 
minister. Indeed his whole conduct, from beginning to end, could 
have no other tendency, than to bring Uie> United States into an 
immediate eonfliot with all the powers at "war with France. The 
privateers commisuoned by him came into the American ports 
with prizes. This produced remonstrances from the Britisb 
minister, and a demand of restitution. The su^eot accordingly 
22* 
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came before the c«biaet. In regard to the lanliilncBH of the 
B^zarea, tliere iraB but one opinion. It was decided, tihikt, since 
every nation had exdoaive jnriadiction vithin its own territoi7, 
the act of fitting ont armed Tessels under the aattiori^ of a foreign 
poorer vaa an enoroacbment od national loverdgnty , and a violation 
of neutral rights, -which the govomment was bound to prevent. 

A declaration vras acccinlingly malic, Ihiit no privateers, fitted 
out in Hiifl manner, should Ihid :m asjiu.ii hi Ihu parts of the 
United Stntcs; and Uio cu-iIoihIiolifc officers were inFtnn;tcd to 
keep a careful watch, and report nvcrv vessel v^liieh eontrjivcned 
the laws of neutrality. The question of restitutJou involved 
intricate points of maritime law, and opinions on this subject varied. 
It naa unanimouBly agreed, howevor, that tiie original owners might 
justly claim indemnification, and that, if the property waa not 
reatored'by the captorA, the value of it ought to be pnid by the 
goverament. 

The French minister proteated against these decisioQB, 
became angry and violent, wrote ofTeBaive letters lo the Secretary 
of State, and aeemed to forget alike the'd^joity of his statioTi and 
hia character u a man. He eUH continned to encourage armed 
veaaela to vol from Amerion porta nndcr the French flag. By 
the fiimneaa oE the BzecntiTe a check wns put to this effrontery. 
MeasureB were takeo to prevent by fon'i' the di-piirtiu-e of snrh 
veaaeb. The madncaa of the rninisler vns iucrL'ii-^ed hy ilie ob- 
ataclea he encountered. Finding himself baffli'd In uU hia echcmee, 
he resorted to menaces, accused the President of having usurped 
the powers of Congress, and more than insinuated that he would 
appeal to the peoplu for redress. This insult, nggravatod by his 
previous conJuet, could neither be tolerated nor passed over in 
silpnev. It was obvious, indeed, that nothing could be hoped 
from any further intercourse with bo wrongheaded a man. A 
statement of the particulars was drawn up, and forwarded to the 
French government, with a requeat that he might be recalled. A 
more remarkable chapter «ui hardly be fonnd in the history of 
diploma^, than mi^t be farnidied from the reeaida of this 
missioB of Geait. It is a memorable inatance of the infittnation 
to which a man of i«apectable talents aed private character may 
he driven fay politieal frensy. 
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WhsQ Congress auemblad, the state of affiilrs, both external 
dad internal, was largclj explained in the President's apocch, and 
in a separate message accompanied with many documents. In 
these irere comprised the reasons for the course he had pursued, 
respecting foreign powers, and suggestions for additional legis- 
lative enactments to protect the rights of American citizens, and 
maintain the dignity of the country. While he sought pooce, and 
urged a faithful discharge of evary duty towards others, he re- 
commended, that prompt measures should be taken, not only for 
defence, but for enforcing just olaims. 'There is a rank dao to 
the United Statea among Dationsi" aaid he, 'which will be witli>- 
lidd, if not abiolntely lost, by the repatation of weakness. SI 
we desire to avoid insult, we moat be able to repel it; if we 

ior war." Thcsi; QommuiiicaiioiiFi wen; wi^ll reci^ivijd by the two 
hoDses. Indue il both parties in Congreas found so much to 
condemn in the conduct of the belligerent powers tonacda neutrals, 
that on this point they seemed fo^'a udWeht' to 'fit^t thor die- 
aensiens; and; although' the pi^elt^'ation ot neafi^ty'^tianed 
io be made a theme of declamation and abase by violent patSsa'na 
and the presses hostile to the administration, it met with no 
marks of disapprobation from Congress. 

Near the beginning of the session an important report wae 
made by the Secretary of State, respecting the commercial inter- 
conrae of the United States with other nations, particiilarif in 
regard to its piivilegea and restrietiona, and the means for im- 
pnjring commerce and navigation. The report was able, elab- 
orate, and oomprebenaive, presenting a view of the trade between 
■fte United Statea and the principal countries of Europe. 

Two methods were suggested by the secretary for modifying 
or remoring reatrictiona; first by amicable arrangements with 
foreign powers ; secondly, by countcrvuling acts of the legiriature* 
' '-Be prefbired the former, if it should be found practicable, aitd 
gave Us reasons. The snliject oT navigation was also diMoased, 
Bttd a system of maritime defence recommended. 
' Siort^ after making this tvpnrt, Mr. Jeffenbn reUred'fcoia 
tlte office of Seoretuy of State, in canfbmily «it2i an iatimatio& 
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lie had ^ven some months before; having been prevailed upon by 
the Preeidcnt, apparently against his own inclinatinn, to remain 
till the end of the yeai. He waa succeeded by Edmund Hnndolph, 
wboee place as Attorney-Geaerol was supplied by Williani Brad- 
ford of Pennsylvnnia. 

The secretary's report gave rise to Mr. Madison's celebrated 
ciimmcrciiil reaolutions, which were long debated in the House of 
Represenl;itive8 with a degree of aiiiiiiatiun, and even of asperity, 
that had not bten exceeded since the adoption of the funding 
syatem. These resolutions embraced the general principles of 
the report, but they aimed at a discrimination in the commercial 
iotereourse with foreign countries, which was viewed in very 
different lights by the two parties in Congreas. They imposed 
restrictions and additional duties on manafacturea and naviga- 
tion of nations, which bad no commordal treaties with the United 
Btatea, and a redaction of duties on the tonnage of vessels bd«ng- 
ing to nations with which such treaties existed.. In this scheme 
the friends of the ndmimatralion aSiW, or imagined ' they saw, 
lioBhliiv [0 Kiiglimd and uiidui! f;iYor to France, nmAer warranted 
by polu'j, nor consistent iviih neuimlity; while the Other party 
regarded it as equitable m itsell. aad as absolutely necessary to 
protect the commerce of the country from insulting sggression and 
plunder. Mr. Madison's plan was modified in its progress: but a 
resolution,, retaining the principle of commercial restrictions, 
finally passed the House of RepresentativeB. It was reiecled in 
the Senate by the casting vole of the Vice -President- 
While these diacussions were going on with much beat in 
Congress, a measure was resorted to hy the President, which 
produced conBiderable eSect on the results. Advices frpm the 
American minister in London rendered it probable, that the 
British cabinet were disposed to settle the diS^reoces between the 
two countries on amicable terms. At ail events the mdicabons 
were such, that Washington, firm to his purpose of neutrality and 
peace, resolved in make the es peri niL'nt. Accordingly, on the 
36th of April, he nominated Mr. Jay In the Senate, aa an envoy 
extraordinary to the court of Great Britain. "iUy objects are," 
a^d he, in a letter to the Secretary of State, 'to prevent a war, 
if jnstice can be obtained by and strong representations of the 
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injtnieB, wliicb du's country has anittuDed bom GrealBritmn in 
Tarious -wftjB, to put it in a complete alate of mllitai; defence, 
and to provide arcDtnallr for tlie execatiou of anch measures as 
seem to be now pending in Congress, if negotiation in a reasonable 
dme pro Tea nnauccessih]." The nomination was confirmed in the 
Senate hj a, majority of more than two one ; but it was stren- 
uoualj- opposed by the principal members of the democratic party, 
particularly Mr. Jlonroe, and was disappraved by the same party 
in the House of EoprCBontatives. 

Ae a war seemed Inevitable, if Mr. Jay's mission should 
termiiuite nofavorably, Congress pasBGd acts for putting the 
conntry in a state of defence. The principal harbors were to be 
fortified, and eighty tboosand militia to be held in readiness for 
immediate sernce- The importation of arms was permitted free 
of iatj, and die Prewdent wbb authorized to porchaae galleys, and 
lay an embargo, if ha should tbink tbe pnblie interest required it 
Additions! taxes were levied to meet the expense. 

Congress adjourned, after a long and boisterous session, 
which had conti^nCed not a little to increase the acrimony of 
parties, multiply the causes of dissension, and indame the minds 
of tbe people.* The administration, bowevGr, stood firm; and 
neither the policy nor the opinioos of Wushingtoa were in any 
degree changed. In fact, having no personal objects to gain, 
thinking and acting only for his country, divested of jiurtiality and 
prejudice as far as it was possible for any jnan to be, and invariably 
taking counsel of bis conscience and judgment, ho stood aloof 
from the commotions of party and the contagious influence of 
party spirit. Justice to all aatiooH, peace with all, and a prepara- 
tion for war as the best safeguard of peace, were the rales of his 
policy, and his constaat aim. 
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sehcB, ftbusbg the ofGcGra of the govenmii'iit , and bidding 
defiance to tbo laws, tilt they asaumcd the nltitudu of insur- 
rection, and pri'pnrcd for an orguiiizcd rfsifltiincc. 

The moditi-aliun and f.irfiearaiito, wliidi, ac.ovdiiig t.i liis 
nanal practieo, the PreeidiMit had cxtToiflcd towards tht'sc du- 
Inded people for more than two years, sprved only to iiicreaae 
their violence, und encourage their determined spirit of liostility. 
He could no longer hesitate, as to the course he ought to pursue. 
He resolred to employ the means intrusted to hiin by the laws, 
and luppreBi the insurrection by a military force. As a pre- 
paratorjr atop, he iaaned a proclBmstion, dated on the Jth of 
August, in which, sfter'briedjr narraliiig the criminal trans- 
actiona of the insurgenta, and vhat had been done bj the 
gOTernment to allay their discontents and tarn them from their 
treasonable practices, he declared his detcrminittion to execute 
l^e laws by calling the militia to his aid, and commanded the 
inaurgents and all persons concerned in abetting their acts to 
diapcrae and retire peaceably to their nbodt's beforo thy first 
day of September. 

Having sent out thia procliimiition, as n preliiTiinary mi'neurc 
exacted by the lawa, he next made a requisition for militia on 
the governors of New Jeraoy, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and 
Yirginia. The insurgents chiefly resided in the western counties 
of Peniuylvania. It was supposed there were among them 
aboat sixteen thonaand men capable of bearing arms, and that 
■Aay could bring at least seven thonsaud into aetive service. 
The nnniber of nuUtia at first ordered ont was twelve thonsand, 
and it was snbseq^nent^ increued to filteea thoosand. The 
Governora of Pennsylvania and New Jersey took the &^ at the 
head of tlie troops from their respective States , and the com- 
mand of iba whole was oonfeiTed.on Goremor Lee of "Virginia. 
The place of rendiizvous for the Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
troops was Bedford. Those from Virginia and Maryland m- 
Bcnibled at Cumberland, the site of Old Fort Cumberland, at 
the junction of Will's Creek with the Potomac Kiver. From 
every quarter the militia came forward with alacrity, and the 
boat dieposition was shown by ofScers and privates to execute 
file orders of the government. * 
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The Preaident, accompanied hy tbe Secretary of War, 
inspected the army at the two placet of Tcndezvom. Ue went, 
way of HarriHbuTg and Garlule, £rat to CiunberUiid, and 
tbence to Bedford, these places h&ng aboat thirty miles apart. 
He gave directions for each diviuon to march across the Allegany 
HouDiams. meet on the other side, and act against the insar- 
gcma ss circumstances shouia require. ABCertaining trom 
pursonai (Uiauiinaaon that UTurj- ihiug was in rcndincBB . and 
leaving written iiiBtructions with General Lee, iic returned to 

I iiiiii Kiiiii. V'liiiirn'Ns wiiH sunn ui nicei.. unu ii wiis iinnortiini 

ror mm lo oc incri' m mat iimc. He was absent, lour wccltB. 

Whc'Ti ],u iL'ft home lie intended to cross the mountains 
anu lean tjie armv m ncrson. if this shoiud seem espcuieni: 
but the intelligence be receiTed on the wav. and the spini which 
animatea IDB troops, convincea Aim tnst tbe uutirgents wouia 
make no formidBble resistance to inch a force, and that his 
farther attendance <hi the expedition was not necessary. Tbe 
Secretary of War. went on with the nrioy to Pitlaburg. The 
result was even more fortnnate than could havo bceu oxpuetJ^d. 
No resistance was attempted, and no blood was slied. To 
preserve quiet, and secure what had beun gained, a body of 
troops continued for some time in the disaffected country, under 
the command of General Morgan. 

In the President's speech to Congitss, after nicntioning 
Bomcwfaat in detail the course he Jiad taken to suppress the 
insurrection, he reeoiamended further provisions for defence, 
particularly a reform of tbe militia syBleni, and also adviscil 
that some plan should bo adopted for redeeming the public 
debt, which now amounted to about serene-six millions of 
dollars. While this last subject was under diacnsrion in Con- 
gress, the Secretajy of the Treasury reported a scheme, wbidi 
he bftd matured on the baais of the laws previously enacted for 
rq;nlating the fiscal operations of the govcmmcQt. A sinking 
fond had alreadj been established by setting apart for that 
purpose a portion of certain specified taxes; and he proposed 
tliat this fiind should bo enlarged by iaercasing tbe duties on 
imports, tonnage, and distilled spirits, by the money accruing 
from the lalea of pnblicflands, the dividends on bank stock, 
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and the surplus revenue remnining ufter tlie annual approprin- 
tioDB had been expanded, and tbat tlie fund, tlius intn'ascd, 
shonld be applied to the redemption of the debt. This report 
occasioned much debate, but the secretary's plan was siibsTaii- 
tiallj approved, and an act conformable to it was passed. 

Before the end of the session, Hamilton resigned ilje office 
of Secretary of the Treasury. The vacancy vrati filled by 
Oliver Wolcott, who was strongly re com mended by Hamilton, 
and whose character was well known nnd highly respected by 
the President. General Knox likewise retired from the war 
deportment, and waa succeeded by Timothy Pickering, at that 
time FostmaBter-genenl, whose serrices in the Berolntion bad 
qualiSed him in an eminent degree lor executing the duties of 
Secretary of War. 

The treaty with Great Bnlain. negotiateo by Mr. Jny, 
arrived at the seat of government in March, shortly oftcr the 
session of Congress was eloncd. The Constitution bad proviiled, 
that all treaties should b-' v.,f:f;,.,i !„. (].,. Sonate. and the Preai- 
dent auramoncd that boriv to nici-i in Juih:. for the purpose of 
considering il. 

In the interviil, lie examined :tnd studied the treaty with the 
closest attention. It was not ultogether such as he wishod, ptrhaps 
not such as ho had hoped. Foiola were left iintouFhcd, which he 
vould gladly have seen introduced and definitively settled j others 
were so arranged, that he feared they woold not prove a sufficient 
gnard agaioat fnture difficulties between the two nations. Bnt he 
liad perfeet confidence in the ability, knowledge, and patriotism of 
ISr. Jny, He was conrinoed, that more favorable terms coald not 
'beobtained, and that the onljt alternative was this treaty or none. 
Borne valuable priviLegefl were secured, nothing had been 
aaorificed, the national honor was maintained , and tt pledge 
of amity was held oat. If the treaty was rejected, a war wonld 
ccrtninly follow, the calamities of which, in tho actual state of 
Europe, would be incalculable, and no one could predict when 
thpy would end, or to what they wonld lead. Deeply impressed 
with these scnliments, and believing peaee the greatest blessing 
bis country could possess, he resotred, in ease the trealy abould 
be approved bj the Senate, to affix to it his dgnatnre. 
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The Senate aaaembled in Juilo, and, nftor two weeks' 
diBCUSBion, advised the Tatilication. Out article, liowever, whs 
eetcepted. By this article it was stipulated, tliat a direct trade 
between the United Stai«B and the British West India Islands 
should be alloired to American Tessela iiut exceeding the burden 
of Beren^ tons, laden with the produce of the States or of the 
lalaudB ; bnt that molaaaeg , sngar , coflbe , cocoa , and cotton 
should not be tramipoTted'iii AmericMi TesBds-, tither from the 
tJnitcd Statu or the lHlandB,.l<> «dj part of {he warU. Ab 
cotton was then becoming a product of much importance iu tiie 
Bouthem States, and hod begun to be exported, tliiB reatriction 
TTOB deemed inadjnisBibK; and the ratifioation of the Senate 
was to be valid only on condition that an article Bbould be 
introduced, canccilliiig the one in which the restxictien wbb 
contained. Nor was there a, unanimity even with this limitation. 
A bare constitutioiiB.1 majority, that is, exactly two thirds of the 
members, voted iu favor of the treaty. 

As this was a novel case, the President wbb somewhat at 
a loss to detertnine how to dispose of it. Whether the act of 
the Senate could be regarded as a ratification of the treaty, 
before this new article shonld be approved by tke British 
government, and whether his eignatnre could properlj be affixed 
to it previously to &st event, were queBtaous which he took 
time to consider. A new obstacle was thrown in the way by 
intelligence from Europe, that &e British cabinet had renewed 
the order for sdiiDg provisions in vessels bound to Frendh porta. 
As tliis order might imply a construolion of tiie treaty, which 
conid never ba admitted in the United States, it was necessary 
still fnrth^ to suspend his decision. Viewing the subject in 
all its relations, however, he inclined to tlu; opinion, that it was 
bnt to ratify the treaty with the eoudition [iredtribed by Ihc 
Senate, and at the same time to accompanj it with a memorial 
or remonstrance lo the British government against flie provision 

Meantime the trca^ was published. At first an imperfcot 
abstract only appeared; but a complete copy was toon after 
famished by a member of the Seoata to the editor of a news- 
paper. It thus came clandestinely I>efbre dte pnblic, mthout 
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&e authority of the ezeoutne. and mthout anv of the official 
docmnents and correspondence, br which the obieeu and rea- 
sona of the negotiators oouid be eipluned. It iraa dusected, 
cnticiied. and condemned, m a tone of pauioDate and Tiolent 
declamation, which could scarcetf have been exceeded. If the 
mnlTiimenc had reduced the United staics to ihcir mrmM' 
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luiiiisirimoii niiiiuii lU iis uoioncc!, uut ihev usiiU ihu weapons 
01 reason and argumeni; ihev talkea ot moderaiion and peace, 
of coDBistenoy and good fatth. Thej found few patient. Iteteneni, 
and' JFewer impartial judges.- The torrent was neither to he- 
Btcmined, nor diverted from its conrse. Public meetings were ' 
held; and resolutions and addrestiee condemning the treaty, and 
<k-<il^iied to have a popular efiect, and to intimidate the ezeoutire, 
worn voted, published, and widely circulated among the 
people. 

Tim first resolves of liiia sort proceeded from a meeting in 
Boston. The P 
with a letter d 
them at Baltimore, whlki on liis wav In Mount Vernon. Ten 
days atierwaroB. naving coreiuiiv rcviewea me auoiect. and 
UGCcrtainea tne scnnmenis oi luc caoinei. nc anEiwerea ihe letter. 
It had been his aim. ue aaia. in everv act oi nis aammistrouon. 
to seek tho happincBB oi nis leiiow citizens, to discard personal, 
local, and partial coBsiuerauons. to look upon the United States 
as one nation, and to Qonstdc only raeir snbstaniMl and per- 
mauein interests. "WitiiOHi a predilection lor mr own luag- 
nient,'' he added. "I hare wdghed with aiienuon everv ai^meni:, 
which has an any -bme been broughi: into view. But tnc 
Constitution u ^he gmde,. whidh 1. never can aDu,nuon. it naa 
assigned to the Freudeni the power of making treaitcs, witn the 
advice and oonaent of tho Senate. It was doubtless supposed, 
that these two bRtnchea of government would combine,- -irithont 



iibcny 10 maKC incse Bentiinenia Known aa ine grounus oi m 
proceaure. While i teei uia most uveiv grautuae tor the miny 
insuuiccB OI appnii>Buon irom my coimrry, j. cim no outcvwue 
deecrre it, than by obeying the dictstea of my conscience." To 
these sendmenta lie steadily adhered, and ha answered many 
of the Bi^drcsses sent to him in nearly the same langnage. 

From the excitement that prevailed, however, and from 
the rejolvtB of meetings in all parts of the country, ho soon 
perceived, that a formidable attempt waa making to atir up the 
people, irith a view of operating on the executivi'. To defeat 
this purpoau, and to put an end to the disorders hourly incri ashig 
by the coinbincd action of overheated zeal, artifice, and party 
spirit, he returned to Fhttndelphia, summoned tlie cabinet, and 
submitted the proposition for immediately ratifying the treaty. 
It waa approved by all the mcmborB except the Secretary of 
State, ivho, although he had before been in favor of it, now 
thooght the step premature, till the provision order should be 
revoked, and the war between England and France should 
cease. This opinion had no effect on the President. He signed 
the treaty, the order waa in doe time repealed, and the rati- 
fication, on tbs terms advised by the Senate, was reciprocated 
by the British government. 

It would be impossible, wiOun the limits of tiie present 
narrative, to sketch even an oatiine of the transactions relating 
to this trea^. No more can be said, thnn that ^h^■ controversy, 
occasioned by it, increased the violence r>f paiiy discord to 
almost an incredible extent; and thai r-vi'ii tlu' motives and 
chaiaeter of Waahingtou did not escape a full mcaauro of the 
abuse, which was ponred out npon all, who approved the acts 
of tiie administration. B^rdless of truth and deconun, his 
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detractors aisafled him -widi a license and malignity, vlueh 

ihoved an uttor despair of accomplishing tlicir ends 'by honor- 
able means. But however thev might excite his commiseration, 
they could not distarb hie pcacf of mind. "I have long since 
resolved,"' said he. writing to the governor of Mnrvlnnd. 'for 
the present time at least, to let iiiv inlLiEiiiUiiforK iiroeeed williout 
anv notice being taken of their mvcctivcB bv rnvscil, or ov any 
others with my participation or knowledge. Ihcir views. I 
dare sav. ai-e readilv perceived Lv all the enlightened :tnd >vcll 
aisposed part of the commnnitv: ana ay ino records of mv 
sdmi lustration, ana nuc by the voice of faction. I expect to be 
acquittcu or condemned hereafter. 

In relation to the treaty, timo ihsappointcd ita enemies, 
nnd more than fulGUed the expectations of its friends. It 
saved the country from a war. unproved its commerce, and 
served in no small degree (o lay the fouudatioa of its dorable 
prosperity. The great points, which were aaid to be sacrificed 
or ncglecteu. the impressment of seamen, neutral rights, and 
colonial traue. have never yet ocen eetlled. and are never 
likely ta be settieu satisfactorily, while England maintsing the 
asccndcncv she now holds on the ocean. 

I 1 tl t 0 1 lis] r ] ) 8 
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was at Mount Vernon, the lirilish minister. Jlr. Ilanii 
into chc bands of the oecretan' of the Treaaurv a letter from 
M. Fniichet to the trench government, which had been inter- 
ccpteu at sea. whence it founu its way to the British cabinet, 
and woa forwarded to Mr. Hammond. The letter was translated 
by Mr. Pickenng. and shown in the President when he arrived 
la Philadelphia. Its contents were inch, as to exeite Boepicions 
of Mr. Randolphs conduct. It appeared that his political 
relations with the French minister had been more inliuiate and 
conhdential, than was compatible with the office he heiu in the 
administration. At all events, it seemed a fair inference from 
the language of the letter, that M. Fauchet valneu his services 
OS having been useful to the French interests, and calculated 
on them for the iuture. 



352 — 

In the pcesence of the other members of the cabinet, the 
Freaident huided this letter to We. Bandolph and aetud an 
explanation. Ho had not before hoard of it; and, although he 
read it without emotion, he expressed mach ilispleaBuri> u,t the 
Fresidont'a manner ol bringing it to his notice, and cumplaincd 
that he did not firet conycrac with him on the eubjeet priviifelj'. 
He said that hp wish.'d morn li'isiire to examine tin. U-Uor, 
bcfoie makliig i\uy dutniiei! remarks i(e eoiitenfs, but adiltd, 

think of remaiiiiu- iii hi^ offiee a luonient loii(.,.r.' Aiv i.>niiiif;l_v 
he sent in his ri-'Bignation the snme day. 

Mr. Randolph published a pamphlet vindieiitin^ his cihiiducl, 
aod explaining such parte of the intercepted lutter us related to 
him. From M. Fauchet, who was then on the point of leaving 
die conntr]', he also obtmed a c»tifieat^ m whieh that minister 
declared, that in his letter he had no intention to sbj any thing 
to tho disadvantage of Mr. Kandolpb's eharacto". The state- 
ments presented by Mr. Bandolph, in proof of his innocence, 
were not such as in produce entire conviction; but the nature 
of bis task rendered It diffieult, it not impossible, for him to 
adduce jjoaitive evidence. lie moreover allowed himself to be 
betrayed into a warmth of temper, and bittamesH ol feeling, 
not idlogcther favorable to hts candor. After all that has been 
made known, the particulars of his converaationB with Fauchet, 
and his deeigns, ure stilt matters of conjecture. 

One fact connected with this nifair should he mrntioned, 
as being highly creditable to Waehiugloo. In preparing his 
vindication, Mr. Randolph applied for a certain letter, and 
intimated that papers were withheld. Washington said, in 
reply; 'That yon may have no eaase to complain of the with- 
holding of any paper, however private and oonGdeutial, which 
you shall think ncccsaary in a case of so serious a nature, I 
have directed tbat yon eliould have the inspection of niy letter 
agreeshly to your rt-cj^ucft, and voii are ;tt Iidl liberty to publish 
withoLII Lesi.rve -.my and every private ind eonfidentid ielti..r I 
over wrote to you ; nay, more, every word I Over uttereii lo you, 
or in your hearing, from whence you can derive any advantage 
in yonr vindication." When it is remembered, diat Mr. Ban- 
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dolph Iiad be HQ in tlii! cabinet from the beginniag of tho 
aiiminislratioii, tliu Ijbcrtj- Imrii given affordfl a Htriking proof 
of tbo coDSciousncsB felt by Wasbiagtou of tlie perfect rectitude 
of his own proceedinga. 

Mr. Hckering -was transforred from the war dapartment 
to tbe office of Secretsi; of State and Jsmca M'Hemy of 
Matylsnd was appointed Secretarf of War. Mr. Bradford, ilie 
Attomej-geuaral, had recently died. Ho was sacceeded bj 
ChaWes Lee of Virginia. 



CHAPTER SXXIX. 




The foreign relations of tlie United States had bsgua to put 
on a more bvorable aspect. Treaties nere negotiated with Sp^ 
and Alters, by which the prisoners who had been in bondage 
for many years under tho kttcr power, were released, and the 
difficulties with the former, respecting boun^iiries and the naviga- 
tion ot the Mississippi, were amicably adjusted. The victory of 
General Wayne had also smoolhed tho way fo a treaty with the 
Indians. On this state of affairs the I'reaidcnt congratulated both 
houses ot Congress, when he met Ihem at the opening of the 

But the British treaty was destined to bo a cause of still 
further agitation. Great exertions had been made throughout 
the country to obtain signatmes to petitions ag^st it, which 

O. WmUhbuo'* LUC 23 
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w«ze to be pTesentad to the HonBe of Representatives. And, 
irhOD tbe treaty wbb Bubmitbed toCoagresB, as having been ratified 
by his BrilMiinic MsjeBty, tbe meaibeni opposed to it indicated a 
dctcrminiid purpose to defeat its operation by refusing to pasB 
tlie lawH uoecssnry for carrying it into effect. The warfare waa 
oommenced by a resolution, to whict a large majority assented, 
lequeating the President to lay before tlie Hnnsc the instructions 
to Mr. Jay, and the correspondetice and oilier doctmu'ii'ii relating 
to the negotiation. 

Ibia request imposed a delicate task on tlio President, In 
his opinion, the power to fomi tresilies rested mlinllv willi tlifi 
chief magistrate and tbe Senate, ami be believed that tbe HouBe 
of BepreseiitativeB had no right to make a demand, which would 
imply an encroachment on this power , nor in any manner to in- 
te^bre with the negotiation of treaties. Tet, in the present 
ezdted state of public feeling, a refusal of the request would 
expose him to the charge of showing disrespect to tbe represent- 
atives of tbe people, raise suspicions of bis motives, and probably 
Annieh a pretest for insinuations, that be had personal reasons 
for concealment. - 

From the line of duty, however, be was never known to 
deviate; and in this case it was too plain to bi! r.nst^ilien. In 
bis answer tu the communication from the bonsf, be refused a 
eumpliance with the reijucst, and gave bis reasons. lie si.id it 
was clear to bis mind, that tbe power of making treaties was 
Tested by the Constitiition ezeloBivcIy in the Preaidcut, with the 
advice and conaent of the Senate; that, having been a member of 
the convention, he knew this waa the understanding of tbe framera 
at the CoBsdtution; tbtt the sul^ect waa folly discusaed; that 
there worn reMon« fin tratiaving •Ota Btate convmtionB understood 
it ia the Bome my; that liAt comtmclion had hiUierto been 
■aqnieiefla in by the Honse t>f Representatives; and Oiat a jiUt 
lizard to itbe CocBtitution , and ti> the duty olMi ofKce, reqaired 
Urn to mist the prineiple contended fin' by thehme. ITrilowed 
to be put in practice , it would destroy the confidence of lenigB 
pVweiB in the executive, derange the government, and lead to tbe 
nost niediievous consequences, when it ttould too late to 
apply a reawtdy. 
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Tiie members, who voted for the resolution, wore not pre- 
pu'uil for this refusal; itor did tbey conceal their ditappointment 
and diseatiefoction. The meesage gare rise to & debate, which 
Dontiunad foe many days, and in irbich tbe merit* of the tmtf, 
and the coDedtutional powers of tbe serend departments of llie 
gOTemtneat, were elaborately disciused. PaBsion, party zeal, 
eloquence, and mrgnment were all brought to bear on the snhjeet; 
and the Epeeuhi>s hIjdw, that both sides of the qucetiuti were 
maintained nith unusual ability and lorco of reasoning. In the 
end, a majority of the members who were opposed to the treaty 
yielded to the exigency of the case, and, probably more from 
eKpedienoy than conviction, nnited in paeeing the lavra necegiaiy 
for its fulfilment. 

Among the events, which contributed to harass the mind and 
weigh upon the spiritfi of Washington, none affected bini more 
keenly tbiin tbe eaptiTity of Lafayette. Gratitude for the services 
rendered by Lafayette to the United States in times of distress 
und peril, a respect for his character, founded on a long and in- 
timate acqnainlance, end a knowledge of his pnre and diabtntsted 
principles, bad created an ardent attajchment, of wMoh many prooft 
have been exhibited in this natratiTe, and many others might be 
added. In proportion to the strength of this attacliment was hie 
affliction at the soSeringB of his friend. 

After recuving the intelligence of his eaptnre, Washington 
wrote letters to the Marcliioness de Lafayette, eicpreesive of his 
sympalhy, and affording all the consolation in hia power. His 
regret whh the, greater, be<?ause , being at the head of the nalion, 
the family <if Lnfayette, iiud the friends of humanity in Kurope, 
expected much from hte aid; while in reality be conld do nothing 
more, except by his personal influence, than any other individual. 
Lafayette was a prisoner, first in die Prussian doniinione, aad next 
in the Austrian. , There was no diplomatic interconrse between 
those countriea and the United Stales. Hence the American 
govemmenl, without authority to make a den and or powcf to 
enforce it, either directly or through the ageni^ irf other gorem- 
mentf, eould take no decisive steps for his release. 

Instmotions were senti and often repeated, to the American 
minist«n at foreign court*, direcUng them to use all their etEort* 
23* 
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in his favor. Those inetructiona were faitbfally obeyed. NothiDg 
more could bo done. The mediation of the British cabinet was 
longht, but not obtained. That he might leave no means untried, 
Wasbiogton at lul wrote a letter to tlie Emperor of Geemtay, 
stating Us biendship for La&]rette, snggesting In delioate terms 
that hie sufferings had perhaps been as great as the nature of his 
case demanded, and requesting that he might be permitted to 
come to the United States iiniier niitli reutriislions as his .Majesty, 
the Emperor, might think it expedient to prescribe. What . 
inflnence this letter may have had an the mind of the Bmperor, 
or on the fate of Lafayette, is not known. When restored to 
liberty, he was delivered over, bv order of the Austrian jjoverQ- 
ment, to the American consul ai Hamburg. 

When the wife and daughters o! Lafayette left France, to 
join him in the prison of Uiujuu, uia son, George Washington 
Lafayette, came to the United States. He was affectionately 
received into the family of President Washington, where he 
resided nearly two years, till lie retnmed to EOrope on hearing of 
the liberstiou of his &tber. 

Not long aftw Ae treaty vas- conditionally ratified by the 
Senate . a copy of it was fnmished to the French. niiniBter, M. 
Adet. the successor ot M. Fauchet. He objected to some parts 
of n. as at variance wiiu uia ireaiv subsisting between Franca and 
the Unitcu Btales. His oljiectiona were answered by the Secretary 
of State, ana such Explaimtions were given as showed, that the 
interests of Franco, and that 
t.lie sron^ninuiiil ul tlir rtliilcs was resolved faithfully to 

(luiid to Jis<;rve in rugald to 
But thc! rulers of the French 
rcniuiiu' iiiiii vii'iiT'ii wmi icii hV Mr, .fay's negotiation, as 

i.'iiin ii riuiu-'i: iiriii 11 in 1101 Riiriirifimg, that they should be quick 
ID iiuii rjui riojina m me ufjiitv, which, by their construction, 
niijihi ue iiiriieu to me disadvantage of France. Foreseeing this 
rcsNiL, uiiu oiwiuaa 10 remove eyery ground of diasatislaotion, 
Washmgion caased very fall instructions to be sent to Mr. 
Monroe, that he might be able to explain the articles of the 



- 357 - — 

treat}', as \iiiderstood the American government, and bIbd their 
designs and canduct in making ic 

From the tenor of Mr. Monroe's letters, and from tlie pro- 
ceedings of the Frenth Director!-, the Preeident was led to believe, 
that the mblBtcr had been bactcwnrd in using his inBtructiona, uad 
in furnishing the reipired explanauotifl. It wns knovfn, likevfiae, 
that he waa hostile to the treaty: and of course, with the best 
disposition to do bis dnty. he could hardly cuter into tbe viewa 
of the gOTemment with the zeal, and represent them vilh the 
force of eonvictiott, which the importance of the oceasion demanded. 
Hbo oaly remedy ■ma w> lenu oai anoiher nuusiA. It wae re- 
solved, therefore, tu ncall tSr, Uomee, and mifce a new ap> 
pomtment. This resolntion Was nnanimonaly approved by the 
cabinet. Mt. Monroe wae according^ reoJIed, and Charles' 
Coteswortb P&iekDey was sent to sapplj lus place- 
Some mouths previonslf, Vb. Thomas Pinekney bad been 
permitted to retnm home, having discharged the dnties of his 
office in England, and on a mission for negotiating a treaty at 
Madrid, to the entire aatiflfaction of the cxeeutiTC and of his 
country. Rufas King, who had been a senator from tlie beginning 
of the new government, was appointed as his successor at the 
court of Great Britain. 

^Vhen the second period of four years, for which Washington 
had been elected to the Preaidency, was approaching its termina- 
tioQ, many of bis fnenda, concerned at tins present state of the 
CDuntrjr, and fearing the consequences of the heats and divirions 
Hat wo old arise in choosing his encoessor, pressed him earnestly 
-to make a st^ll farther sacrifice of his inclination to the publio 
good. But Us purpose was fined, and not to be changed. He 
beUeved that be had done enough, and that he might now, without 
any dereliction of du^, resign the helm of government into other 
bands. Having determined to retire, he thought proper to malce 
this determination known in a fomial manner, and at so early a 
day, as to enable bis fellow citizens to tm-ii tlieir thoughlFi to other 
candidates, and prepare for a new election. 

Accordingly his Farewell Address to the people of the United 
States was published on the 16th of September, nearly ux months 
before his term of office expired, la this papra are embodied the 
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rt^sults uf hU long experience in puUie affairs, and a ByBleni of 
pnlicy, nhich in hie Opinion was tbe best snited to insure to bia 
eoiintrj' the blosainga of union, peace, and prosperity, and the 
reapuct of other nations. For the vigor of its language, the 
soundness of ita maxims, tho wisdom of its couneels, and its pure 
and oloviitcd sentiments, Ibis performanfe is unrivullcii; and the 
Upse of forty years has rather ineresseil than diminished lb« 
admiration with whieh it wss miiversaliy received, Tho sensa- 
tion, which it produced in every class of the comniimity, Wiis as 
Strong as it has been permanent. Even tbe fierce spirit of party 
eonld not resist the impulse, nor weaken its force. The State 
legisktom, irheti th^ ukembled, and other public bodies, voted 
BddreaiGs and thanks to the President, expressing a cordial ap- 
probation of his conduct during the eiglit years in whicli he bud 
filled the office of chief magistnite, and thetr deep regret that the 
nation was to be deprived of his services. In some of tho States, 
the Farewell Address was prmted and published witb the laws, 
by order of the locislalures. its "n evidence of the value thev itl- 
tnched lo its politic:tl praftpts. imd of their affection for its 
author. 

The two hou.^es of Uongicss came together m December, 
and Washmgtcm met them for tho last time. As he had usually 
done in his former speeches, he first presented a clear and com- 
|irehensive view of the condition of the country, and the executive 
proceedings within the last year, and then recommended to their 
eonaidenttum certw'n meamrea, which he deemed in^rtant^ 
Among tbeae were tbe gtadail increase of the navy, a provision 
for the enoonragement of egricoltnre and manuticturea, the 
eataUisbment of a natifinal nnbenity, and tbe inititDSon of a 
militai; academy. Tbe nhiioiii wiA France were made the 
•nlgect <ii a M^aiate mCMIige. At the end of bis speech he 

"Hie situation in which I now stand, for the last time, in 
the midst of tho ropresentativcs of tbe people of the United States, 
naturally recalls the period when the administration of tho present 
form of government commenced; and I cannot omit the occasion 
to congratnlate yoa and my conDtry, on the suooeas of the es- 
pariment, oor to repeat twf letraot aapplioatioiiB to &e Sapreme 
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Rabr of the UnivtirBe ani Sovereign AiLitor uf K'niions, lliat bis 
proTidentinl core may still be extended to the I'uitcd Stiitcs; that 
the virtue nnd [mppioeBa of lha people ma}' lie preserved; and 
that the govornnient, nhich they hava inBtilnted for Ihe protectioa 
of their liberliee, may be perpetuaL" 

Little was done during the BesBion, Public atlentioa iras 
engrossed wilh the ponding election. The votes of the electors 
were returned to Congress, and in February they wore opened 
and counted in the presence of both bouses. Jt appeared that 
John Adams was choaen IPTesidcnt, and Thomas JaETorsoii Vice- 
Freaident, the former having the highest number of votes, and tha 
latter the next higheat The strength of the parlies irai tned ia 
this oont«Bt. Sfr. Adams nas supported by the friends of thQ 
administration, or the Eeder»] party, und Mr. JeBuraon by its op- 
ponents, or the democratic p:irt}'. 

On the 4th of SInrili ilu: rrasidcut elect took the oath of 
office and assumed its duties. The t;ereiiiony was performed In 
the halt of the House of Kepreseutalivee, and in the same manner 
as had been practised ou former (ji'tasions. Washington was 
present as a spectator, happy in resigning lljf burdun of his office, 
and gratified to see it confided to one, wtioss long and patriotic 
services in the canse of his cunntry rendered bim worthy of so high 

The citizens of Philadelphia celebrated tho day by a tesli- 
mony of respect for the man, whom they, in common with the 
whole natjcm, land and leverad. A splendid entertainment was 
prepared, wl^cb was dengned fer bim as the prininpal gwt, 
and to wbioh were invited ibreign mmieters, the heads of the do- 
partmeate, officers of rank, and other distinguished persons. A 
spaciwiB lotpnda was fitted up for the occasion, in which were 
elegnnl) deoon^iqnB, emblomatical paintings, fanciful devices, 
end a landscape representing Mount Vernon and the scenery 
qronnd it, all conspiring to revive ossocialiuna connected viilb tho 
lUe of WBshtneton. 

Ibe following anecdote was communicfited by the lnl« Bishop 
"White. "On the day before Prosidont Washington retired from 
ef&ce, a large company dined with him. Among them were the 
f(«eign minifterp and ladiea, Utr. and Ur*. Adaws, Mr. Jaf- 
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feraon, and otlieT conspiciiotis persona of both sexes. During the 
dinner much hilarity prcvaik-il; but, on Ihe removal of the cloth, 
it was put an end to by the Frcsiileot, certainly iritliout design. 
Having filled his glaea, he addressed Uic company, wuh a smile, 
as nearly as can be recollected in the following words; 'Ladies 
and gentlemen, this is the last time I shatt drink your health as a 
public man. I do it with sincerity, wishing you all poitslble hap- 
piness.' There was an end of all pleasantry. He, who gives 
this relation, accidentally directed hia eye to the lady of the 
BtitiBh minister, Mrs. Liston, and tears were running down her 

Being once more a private citizen, And having already made 
pr^ftration for his departure, he proceeded immediately with hie 
funily to Mount Vernon. In passing along the road he was wel- 
comed with the aame hearty demonstrafioiu of attaehment, ae 
who) clothed with the dignity and power of office. Before be 
reached Baltimore, he was met by a military escort and a large 
OOnoonTM of the inhabitanto, who accompanied him into the city; 
and it wat not till he had actually arrived at his own mansion, in 
the tranquil retreat ol Mount Vernon, that he could say be was 
no longer a pnbtic man. 

In reviewing the administration of Washington, now that the 
efEervescence of party is subsided, and in tradng its effects on the 
formation and progress of the government, there can hardly bo a 
difference of opinion. No one can donbt ita wisdom or its suc- 
cess. Whether another system, mora conformable to the views 
of those who opposed his principal measures, might not have 
operated equally wall, is not a question which needs to be dis- 
ensied. When a great and permanent good has been done, with 
the purest motives on flie part of Qxe actor, it is not necessary, in 
forming a jast estimate of this good, to inquire by what other 
means the same end might have been attiuned. 

Notwithstanding the innumerable embarrassments, which 
attended the first operations of Ihe new government, the nation 
was never more prosperous than while Washington was at its 
bead. Credit was restored, and established on a sound basis; 
the pnblio debt waa secured, aod its ultimate payment provided 
for; commerce bad inoeaeed beyond any former example; die 
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amoiiiil of lonn;igo in ihi, poH' ut tho Viutcd Sicitps nearly 
doubleii ; the iniporlB and rspoiis liiid augincnlcd in a considcralily 
larger ratio; anil iLe revenue was much more abundant than liad 
been expected. The war with the Indians was conducted to a 
Hiiccessful issue: and a peace was concluded, which promised quiet 
to the frontier inhabitants, and advantages to the uncivilized 
tribes. Iroaties had been made with foreign powers, in which 
long standing disputes were amicably settled, contending claims 
adiusteu, and important pnnleges gained to the United States. 
Jhc relations with France alone renunned m a state of incertitude 
and perplexity ; and this was owmg to the condition of affoirs id 
Europe , and not to any thing that had groipii ont of the acta or 
policy of the American gOTCmment. 



CHAPTER XL. 

^uhbiElDU devoMi hiiiitalf to hli prlTite AJfaiit- — Trooblu bMirtAD Fmnn 
toi the Unlud 8t*tn. — Pnpanlloiii lOr W«r. — WuMngton qipabtsd 

GoiDDUindac-iitTOhUf of Iha PnTliLixua Arnr at iba DnICcd BMiu Oigui- 

IidUdd ud Amuguiint tt On Aimf. — DtepnUi wllh Fnnn wUiuud. — 
HIa lagt lUneu mil Dnib. — Hli Chirutir. 

Bkcho eBtsUished ogam at Mount Vemon, and fined from 
public toQs and caies, Waslungton returned to tlie same habits 
of life, and the same ptusoits, which he had alvaye practised at 
tbat place.- It required neither time nor new incitements to 
reriTe a taste for occnpatioiu, which had ever afforded him more 
real enjoyment than any others. Although he had been able to 
exercise a partial Bupervision over his private affairs, yet he 
found, that, after an absence of eight years, much was to be done 
to repair bis booses, restore his farms to the condition in which 
he had left them, and complete his favorite system of agricnltnTc. 
To tliese employments he devoted himself with as lively an 
ioterest, as if nodiing had aconncd to intemipt fkea. 
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In writing to a frienil, a fuv weeks after he arrived at 
Mount Vernon, he said that he began his daily courau with the 
rising of the son, and first mada pn^iwatioBS for the bnuneii of 
the day. 'By tiie time I have accompliihed tlieBe m&tteTB," bo 
adds, "breatcfsBt ia ready. 7his being OTer, I moant hoTM 
and ride round my farma, which employa me UtttQ h is lime to 
dresa tar dinner, at which I rarely misa to see strange focea come 
aa thciy aaj out of respect to me. And how (Bfi^ent is this trrat 
having a fen- social friends at a cheerfnl board. The usual time 
of sitting Ht table, a walk, and tea, bring tne within the dawn of 
canilcliglit; previous to which , if not prevented by company, I 
resdlve, that, ae soun as the gliiiiiiiering taper supplies the place 
of the great luniinnry, I will retire to my writing-table, and 
ncltimwlcdge tlie letters I liave received. Having given you this 
history of a day, it will serve for a year." And in this ninnner 
a year pasacd away, ami with no other variety than that of thu 
change oE visiters, who came from all parts to pay their respects 
or grfltify their curiosity. 

Bat, in the midst of Aeee Boenes, it once more became hia 
duty to yield to the daiin of Us country. The Frencb Directory 
had rejected the overtorea far a reconciliation, and committed 
outrages and insnlte agailWt the United States, which no in- 
dependent nation could bear. Mr. Finclcney, the American 
plenipotentiary, had been treated with indignity, first by a refoaal 
to receive him as minister, and next by an order to leave the 
territories of the Republic. At the same time, depredations were 
made upon American commerce by French croisera, in violation 
of the treaty which liad aubsisled between the two nations. 
Fresidont Adams summoned Congress, snbmitted the subject to 
them, and nuyimmended prepurations for military defence. That 
no method might be left anattemptod for bringing about a 
reconciliation and insuring peace, two envoys extraordinary, John 
M»rshall and Elbridge Gerry, were sent out to join Mr. Pinckney. 
The three envoys procoeiicd to Paris, but their mission was 
nnsnocesaful. 

It seemg that the rulers oE France had been deceived into a 
belief, that the people of tiie United Btatea would not instain 
flieir governnent in & war againat tiuA ooantry. The c^poeition 
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shown to the British treaty hnd eontribuleil to foster this delusion; 
and indeed the conduct ol the French ministers in the United 
Slates, from tlio time Genet un-ired at Charleston, had clearly 
indicated a desi^ to sepurate the peuple from the governmeitt. 
Such WHS the confidence ol the Executive Direclory in this hope, 
and such their ignorance of tlie American character, that they 
had the effrontery to demand luoney of tbe envoys M a pre- 
liminary to any negotiation for settling the differences between 
the two nations. This dennind vraa made under tbe pretence 
of u redre«s ot grievHnces, !n coneequence, as it iras allegetl, of 
tbe nnhTorsble operation of the Britisfa treaty,. «ad of the 

' Brslem of nentraUtf adopted by the Anierioau govenunent So 
degrading ■ proposal conid not of course be regarded in any 
other light tban as an insnlt. 

Nothing now remained to be done but to prepare for war. 

■Congress authorized tbe President to enlist teo thousand men, 
as a provisional army, and to call them into actual service, if 
war should be declared against the United Stales, or whenever 
in his opinion there Bhauld,b|r,.daDger of an invasion. 

As soon as it was ftneteen, that a resort to arms might be 
necessary, all eye» were turned upon Washington as the individual 
to be placed at the bead of the army. Tbe weight of bis nama 
was of the utmost importance to produce unanimity in the leaders, 
and secure the confidence and support of tbe people. "Yon 
ought to be aware," said Hamilton, in writing lo him, "that, in 
the event of an open nipfnre irith Viaace, the public voice will 
again call you to oommand the armies of your ootmtiy; and, 
though all who are attached to yon irili frotn attachment, as well 
as public considerations, deplore m ocewion, which riiould once 
marc tear you from that repose to which yon have so good a 
right, yet it is the opiniim of atl those with whom I converse, 
that yiiu will he eompelled lo make iJie sacrifice. AH your past 
labors may demand, to give them efficacy, this further, this very 
great Httcrificp." Tbe President also wrote to him; "We must 
have your name, if you will permit us to use it- There will be 
more efficacy in it than in many an army." Thia letter was 
written before any appointments had been made. The following 

is an extract from Washiiigtan's reply. 
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"From a view of the vmt and the prosent, and from tho 
prospect of that winch Bcema to be expi^cteii. n is not easy for 
me to decide satielHctordv on the part it might best become me 
to act. In caae of actual invasion by a formidable force, I 
certainly should not intrench myself under the cover of age and 
retirement, if my servicQs should be required bv my country to 
aasiat in repelling it. And, if there be good cause, wfaioli must 
be better known to the government than to pnvate cttizeDB, to 
expect such an event, dday in piieparing for it might be dangerous, 
improper, and not to be jnstified by prudence. The uncertainly, 
hoverer, of the event, in my nund, creates my embarrassment; 
for I cannot &iily brii^; it to believe, regordleaa as the French 
are of treades and of the laws of nations, and capable as I 
couceive them to be of any species of despotism and injustice, 
that they will attempt to invnde this country, after such a 
uniform and unequivocal exprcission of the sense of tho people in 
all parts to oppose them with their lives ami fortunes." 

Before receiving this reply, the President had nominated 
liim to the Senate as Co mmander-in- chief of the armies of the 
United States. The nomination was unanimously confirmed on 
the 3d of July, the day after it waa made. The Secretary of 
War was despatched in person to Mount Vernon, as the bearer 
ol the comnusuon. Washington accepted the appointment, witb 
two reaervations ; first, tiiat the p^cipal olfioers ahonld be such 
as he approved; aecondly, that he shonld not be called into the 
field, till the Army was in a condition to reqiure bis presence, 
or tiQ it became necessary by the urgency of drciimstanoeB. He 
added, however, that he did not mean to wiQihoId any assistance 
he could afford in arranging and organiidng the army; and, in 
conformity with the rule ho had always followed, he declined 
receiving any part of the emoluments annexed to his appoint- 
ment, until he should be in a aituation to incur expense. 

There was much embarrassment in appointing tho pnneipal 
officers. Some of those, who had served in the Revolation, were 
prominent candidates for appointments in the new army. It 
became & question, whether their former rank should be taken 
into account. If tiiis were dedded in the affirmatiTe, it would 
deprive the army of the servioes of men, whose talents, aotivi^, 
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waabington proposea Aiexana 
rortb Pinckner. tmd Heniy Enox, 
aee in iruich ineir names ium a 



iiiTivuii vniue irom iiis u.ni; exponeiiiib iiiKi piirmnr. KiiDwiuufjo 
01 tlie saDiect. His letten annng tuis penod, u not ue man 
mteresimg lo nwny laaders, inli evar aa regsided as models oi 
ibeir kina. and as affording evmence inai me Ttgoi ana tertilKr 
at his imnil bad not aeCiefiBea mill aeClinlag year*. OA pUtea 
a month at FhiUdotphia , where be wns aBaidDOUBlj eaplofed 
irith Generals Hamilton nod Pinckney in making arrangements 
for raisiog and organiziug tlie nrmy. After the plan waa finished, 
he applied himspll', with all tlic nrilor of bis younger days, to 
effect its PitetiiUnii. 

He never seriously beliovcJ, tli;Lt the French would go to 
tho extremity of invading the United States. But it had alirays 
been e> nwxim'mth him, that a timely preparatioii for war afforded 
die surest means of preserving peace; and on tlus occauon he 
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acted with as mad) promptitude and energy, aa i£ the invaders 
liad been Actnallv on the coBSt. Hib opmioD proved to be 
eoFTGCt. and hit predtotion vraa TcnRRd. ^Vhen it wae ais- 
eovered, that a war yntb Uie United auiuie wdujcj imi tje against 
the government alone, bnt that the wboit puopie wouiu riao to 
retist aggreBSion ana maintain ttcir riirhtfl ami iiiginty as a 
nation, the Frencii rulers reisxeil iiiU) a iniire luifiiifi ipinpiT. 
IntiniBtioiiB irerc given by them oi a willingness lo cooueriite in 
effecting B frienuiv ana eauitatne liamstment ni exisliiif: UiUer- 
ences. Listening to tncBe overtures, the Prtfsiaent aRiiiii uppointea 
three envoys extraordiniiry, ano investou thi;ni with mil powers 
to negotiate with the French government. When they arrived 
in Paris, thay Ibund Bonaparte nt the head of affairs, who, having 
taken no part in the preceding dispatee, and perceiving do 
advantage in conlinaing them., readi^ aaaeated to an aocom' 
modatiOD. No event was more de«ire4 hy Wasbingtoii, but he 
did not live to partidpata in the joj witli which the iotellig^ce 
waa received hy hi» countrymen. 

Since his retircmait from the Freudenof, hia health had 
been romarkabi/ good; and, althongh age had sot eome without 
its infirmities, yet he was able to endure fatigue and make 
exertions of body and mind with scarcely less ease and activity, 
than he had done in the prime of his strength. On the IStb of 
Decemb» he spent several hours on horseback, riding to his 
&nnB, and giving directions to hts managers. He returned late 
in the ultemoaii, wet and chiUed with, the rain and sleet, to 
which lie. had been exposed while riding home. The wati'r had 
penetrated to bis neck, and snow was lodged in the loeka of 
hia hair. A heavy lall of snow the next day prevented his 
going abroad, except for a short time near his house. A sore 
throat and hoarseness convineed him, that he hod taken cnld; 
but he seemed to apprehend no danger from it. He passed tiie 
eveniog with the fliniily, read the newspapers, and convened 
cheerfully till his nmal hoar for going to rest. 

the lught ha had im agoie, and before the dawn of day 
the next monung, whidi waa Saturday, the 14tb', the soreness 
in his throat had become so severe, that he breadied and apoke 
with difficult. At his reqaeet lie waa hied by one itt hia 



oveiHcrs, and in die mean time & measenger went for Dr. Cnik, 
yrho lited tam mile* off, ftt Alezandiu. Ah no lelief was ob- 
tained bj bleedii^, and the tjmptomg were sucb as to alarm 
the Amiiy, auotber meuenger waa detpatcbed ior Dr. Brown, 
who rerided nearer Mount Vernba. These physieiana amved 
in the morning, and Dr. Dick in the course of the day. Alt the 
reraecliei!, wliich their united tounsel could devise, wisru used 
without pffui^t. 

His suEToring was scute and Imt 
he bore it with perfect compoeim- iiiiii rt'siL'iiiHiiin. i rnvjinis 
evening he suid to Dr. Oraik; "I die hiita. out I nm not afraid 
to die. T buIicTcd from my lirst attacK. thni I shouiu not survive 
it. My breath csnnot last long. From thai umc he gnid 
little, except to thank the phyeicmns for tneir kmaneis. and 
request they would give tbeoMeivei no more nouoie, due let 
him die quiedy. Kothing fljrther wu done, and be wnk giada- 
allj till between ten and eler«i o'clock at night, n-hun he 
expiied, in the oiztr-eiglidi year of bis age, and in the full 
poBsesdon of hia mental foodtiea; «xhlbiting in Ais ikoit and 
painfol illness, and in. his death, tba aante example of patiemie, 
fortitade, and anbinisaioD to the Divine will, whi^ he had ahowa 
in all the ads of his life. On Wednesday, the 18th of De- 
cember, i 70[>, liis ri'inains were deposited in the family tomb at 
Mount Vernon. 

Congress wua :it this time in scaaion at Philadelphia; and, 
when the neirs of the melancholy event arrived at the seat of 
govcnuncnl, boMi huusca immediately adjoorned for the remainder 
oi the dny. The next morning, as soon aa the House of Oep- 
resentativua bad conT^ed, Mr. Murahall, afterwards Chief 
Justice, rose in his place, and addressed the SpeikO' in an 
eloquent and pathetic speech, briefly rooounting <^o pablicects 
lof Washington. He dicD flficred ibiee nariirtions, prenoualy 
prepared by General Henry Lee, which were acoepted. % 
ithese it was prapoaed, that the honse aheuld in » bodf wait on 
1^ FreaideBt to exprOM conddeace; that die Speakec^ 
«hmr shooM be almnded in black, and the members sod oJflcers 
«f the honse he dressed in Uadk, dnriag die .seuian; and diat 
« oonmiinee, in amjmiDtion widi a comnutt«e from die Senate, 



should be appoimml to consider on ilic most EUiiable manner 
of payiiiiT lionor lo [he jncmorv of ihc man. first Jii war. tirat 
in pciii'i:. and [irti ni ilie litans oi his fellow cilizens. 

The Senate lesiined thoir respect and sorrow by Biimlar 
proceedings, A ]Oin[ eoninnttee of the two houses was ap- 
pointed, who reported resolutions recommending, that a, marble 
monument should be erected to commemorate the great etenta 
in the mil]t«[7 and political Lfe of Washington: that an oration. 
Baited to the occaaion. should be pronounced in the preaence of 
botb houses of Congress: that the people of the United Statta 
shonld wear crape on the left aim thirty Aeye as a badge of 
monrning: and that the K^sident. m the name of Congrees, 
should be rcqnestcd to wnte a letter of oondolence to Mrs. 
%\ashington. These resolntions were unammonsly adopted. The 
funiiral eeremuniei; were appropriate and solemn. A discourse 
was debvered on the occasion by Qeneral Lee, then a represent- 

Eut no format act of the natioonl legislature was required 
10 stir up the hearts of the people, or to remind iheiii in the 
loss they had sustained in the death of a man. whom tbev had 
BO long been accustomed to love and rcTcrc. and the remembracce 
of whose deeds and virtues was so closely connected with that 
of their former penis, and of the causes of their present pros- 
parity and happmcsB. The mourmng was umversaL It was < 
manifested by every token, which could mdicate the public 
sentiment and feeling. Orators, divines, lOomalistB, and wntera ' 
of every class, responded to the general voice in all parts of the : 
country, and employed their talonia to solemnize the event, and 
to honor tho memory uf hint. ivbo. more than any other man. 
of ancient or modem reii b calk 27 rati e 

of his OounlTv. 

The person of \\ a I f, t c f 1 nd 

fitly proportioned; his s e s nl f 11 

his limbs long and soiuewiiar sleinnv, [iiii. sveii siuipeii and 
muscular. His features were regular :uhl syniiiieirn-'al, liis eyes 
of a light blue color, and bis whole countenance, in its quiet 
state, was grave, placid, and .benignant. When alone, or not 
engaged in conversation, he appeared sedate and thoughtful; 
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bnt, wlieii hiB attention wa 
hu iBce beamed ynih Bnin 
fluent in Bpeecli, but wiia 



cd, hi 
and i 




th the mt 



man received more ple.iBU, 
otn«ra: and. although conic 
happiness in socieiv. ana 
Mbaoal and innoceot amus 
me hand, or on appearanc 



j. WiLhuiit nustoHtv oa Ihc 
snucscending lomiuantr on the 



he sought hia chi 
th delight in all i 



otbat, he was afbble, courteonsi and oheerfiil; bnt it has often 
befin remarked, that there vaa a dignity in his person and 
manner, not easj' to be defined, irhich impressed ererr one tbot 
sav him for the first time with an instinetive deference and awe. 
This may hSTO arisen in part from a conTiction of his Sapeiioritf, 
as well as form the effect {ttodnced by hb external form and 
deportment. 

The character of his mind was unfolded In the public and 
private acts of his life; aiul the pracifH of his greatness are seen 
almost as much in the one an the otiter. The same qualities, 
which raised him to the ascendency he possessed over the will 
of a nation ss the commander of armies and chieE magiatrate, 
caused him to be loved and respected as an individual. Wisdom, 
judgment, pmdence, and firmness were his predominant traits. 
No man ever aaw more clearly tlie relative importance of things 
and actions, or divested himself more entirely of the bias of 
personal interest, partiality, and. prejndice, in diseriminating 
between the trae and the fidse, the right and the wrong, in all 
qneations and snbjects that were presented to him. Ho de- 
liberated Blimly, but deeded sorely; and, nhen hia decision was 
once fbnned, he seldom reversed it, and never relaxed from the 
execution of a meaauro till it was completed. Courage, physical 
and moral, wiis ;i pnrt nf his nature; and, whether in battle or 
in the midst nf popular t Nciti'iiiciit , he was fearless of danger 
and regardless of eonsequcni^ci t(i himself. 

His ambition was of th»t nohle kind, which aims to excel 
in whatever it nnderUkes, and to acquire a power over the hearts 
of men by pronioting th^ bappiness and winning tb^r affections. 

o. wuttlainm-t urt. 21 



Digitized by Google 



■ 1 



aensiUvo to the approbation of othera and Bolicitoua to ueserve 
it- lie made no concessions to gam their applanae. either by 
flattenag their vnnitv or vielcims to their caprices. Cauiious 
vithoat tiniidily. bold wiiliout rashness, cool in counsel, ueliberaie 
but firm m action, clear in forcsigbt. patient under reverses, 
steady. peraeTcring. nnd self-poBsesacd. he met and conquered 
eruf obBtacle that obstructed bis path to honor, ranown. and 
SDCceas. More confident m the nprigbtncas of hu intaotiona. 
than in his resources, he suught knowledge and advice irom 
other men. He chose his counsuUurs wuh unerring sngacity: 

11 kr pn I nl Inpnonml 

th I n 1 h 

Hid the best Iruita of their talcntB, and the light of their collected 

HiB moral qualities nere in perfect hamouv wuh those of 
bis intellect. Duly was the ruling principle of bis conduct: and 
the rare endowments of bis understanding were not more con- 
Btontlf tasKea to devise ttie best metuoaa ot eractlng an oQJcct, 
than they irero to guard the sanctity of colHoieDce. No inatance 
can be adduced, in which be was actuated "by a ^jniater motive, 
or endeavored to attain an end by lunrorthr raeane. Truth, 
integn^, and lustice were deeply rooted m bis mmd: and nothing 
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a by nature to have possessed tbia pdwer to a degree 



vliich has been domed to other men. 

A UbriBtian in laitb ana practice, lie was batnlnnUy devont. 
His reverence for religion ia seen in bis example, his pablic 
commnnicationa, and bia private wriUngs. Ee-utufonnly ascribed 
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luB soceeBHeR to the beneficent agencf of Oie Sapreme Bdug. 
Charitable and humane, he was liberal to the poor, and kind to 
those in digtreaa. At a husband , - son , and brother, be was 
tender and aCFectionate. Without vanity, ostentatioo, or pride, 
he never spoke of himself or his actions, unless i-oq^uired by 
circum stances whiob concerned the public interests. As he waB 
free from envy, bo he bad the good fortune to escape the enyy 
of others, by standing on nn elevation which none could hope to 
attain. If be had one passion mure strong than another, it wag 
.love of his eoanlry. The purity and order of his patriotisin 
were commeniurate nitb the greatness or its object. Love of 
country in him was invested with the sacrecl nbligalion of a 
duty; and from the faithful discharge of this duty he never 
swerved for a moment, either in thoaght or deed, through the 
whole period of his eventfiil career. 

isneh are some of tiie traits IQ the ehancter of Washiiigtoit, 
which have acqaired for him the love and veneration of mantdnd. 
II they are not marked wiih the brilliancy, extravagance, and 
<:i:i'i'nTi'ii:iiv. niiicii in niiii]' ineii have cricitcd the, jistunishmcnt 
of the world, so neither aru tbiy lar.iished by tl.o follies nor 
dispi'ni'od oy iha crimes of those men. It is the happy eom- 
bmaiiou of rare lalents auu qnditics, the harmonious union of 
the nitellcctoal and moral powers, rather than the daziling 
epienuur of any one trait, which constituto the grandeur of hie 
character. If the tLtlo of great man ought to be reserved for 
hiDi, who cannot ho charged witi an indiscretion or ft vice, who 
spent his bie in establishing the independence, the glory, and 
durable prosperity ol Ins country, who succeeded in all that he 
undertook, anu whose successes were never "won at the expense 
of honor, instice, integn^. or by the aacriGce of a single prindple, 
this title will not be denied to Washington. 



THE END. 
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